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cewveira ay atbog ;- Rt bt yr 4 as 
may very aptly. ned into thoſe Parts- 
on hopters and- under thoſe Titles which 1 
have: afligned, as it now appears in the Print. 
And: this | is a further evidence , that - he did 
not Þit-for the Preſs... -. | oy 
Of therws Parts of it, the firſt is wholly Scho- 
laſtical and | yhcal., and therefore ſome- 
what: above the Capacity ; of. ordinary-Readers; 
but-it is:but ſhort : bur the other.is for che moſt 
part plain.and ealic, ſuch as may be of great 
uſe-to'the:meangeft Capacities,. and yet - full of 
matzer worthy the Contemplation of the great- 
ef; Bur of, the whole I muſt farther oblerve, 
thas.:dt:was 3 work.gf his younger years; "that 
he aftexward-much improved his Metaphyfical 
and *Scholaftical Obſervations” and* Diſcb _ 
_—_ ry 
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and ſomewhat altered his opinion touching fome 
Points in Controyerſie,ef{pecially between the Re- 
monſtrants and Contra-Remonſtrants. But as in 
what is. Scholaftical, there is nothing but what 
is agreeable to the Sentiments of the moſt emi- 
nent Writers in that kind of Learning ; ſo nei- 
ther in the reſt, is there any thing quputable, 
but what is maintain'd by eminent Men of the 
Church of Ezglavd as the DoQtrine of this 
Church: And jo his opinion neithes firſt nar 
laſt was other than what hath been, and is at 
this day aſſerted to be the Dottrine of , this 
Church, or at leaſt within the bounds of what 
is {Þ afferted, (For he was always very, moderate 
in theſe things. ) I conceive I need nor (trouble 
the Reader or my ſelf farther about 1t, 

And now if theſe things only, which I have 
hitherto mention'd, be duly can{zdered, I con- 
ceive they will afford ſo juſt Excyfe and full 
Vindicatios of the Author againſt all Cenlures, 
Cavils and Exceptions. toany thing ia this Work, 
that I think they are not to be feared from any, 
but ſuch as have little ingenuity or ſenſe. of Hu- 
manity. And the Cenſures and Cavils of fuch, 
I am of opinion, ought to be contemned, And 
for my own part, hope I ſhail never he atiright- 
ed from any good and juſtifiable work, by any 
{uch Bug-bears. 

But I intend not only to do Right, but to do 
Honour , and yet no more than is juſtly due, in 
what I do, to our excellent Author. .And ta _ 
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end, I muſt take notice of ;he Tixzr,, when this 
was written, And that was about the. fame 
time , when he began his PraQtice.'at the Law, 
He had at that time 'gottz-through, and made 
himſelf Maſter of a; long and intricate Study, 
of a quite different nature from this; had read 
and abridged all the-Old, and alt che\New Law 
then extant, in two Volumes: un! Folio ftill to 
be ſeen, had read over a great part of the Re- 
cords, as may be ſeen in his' marginal Notes 
and References in diyers of his Books, and in 
the Tranſcripts of much of them ' ciow in the 
Library of Lincoln's Ins ; ( for he ſpared. nei- 
ther pains nor charge-in' thoſe 1things. before 
ever he began to pradtife; ) ' had; looked into 
the Civil and Canon Laws, fo far as they are 
in uſe with us, or were ſubſervicar to the com- 
pleat Knowledge of our Laws; in ſhort, had 
read what ever either of Law, Hiſtory or other 
Books, in Print or Manuſcript he thought could 
any way conduce to compleat his Knowledge 
and Skill in his Profeffion of the Law. And 
for a Man thus induſtriouſly imployed in fuch 
Studies, and yet to have made ſuch a Progreſs in 
Philoſophy and Divinity, as appears by this Book, 
nay and to write ſuch a Book under ſuch Circum- 
Rances,as T have mentioned before,and at ſuch an 
Age, viz. about thirty, or one and thirty, having 
been till then ſo buſie in other Studies, mult needs, 
Tamperſwaded, in the judgment of all candid per- 
ſons, raiſe him and his Book not only above ol 

a 2 NgC« 
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need of other Excuſe; bit to a high degret'of Ad- 

miration. 90> 7199 tori SEV 1 JT tO 
The truth is, Whiathe petformed in his Studies, 
is almoſt as jacredile;3$ it istmoſt certain and true. 
But as he was adimirably'qualified' by Nature for 
Studies, ſo 1 doubt not but he had an extraor- 
ainary Bleſſing attending his Labours therei. 'For 
if this be reaſonable to be believed of any, then 
certainly muſt I believe it of him upon divers 
Conſiderations : 'as, t. His great Picty and De- 
votion , and frequent application to Almighty 
God in the midſt of his ſecular Imploymeats; 
2. His religious/ obſervance and imployment of 
times {et apart for ſacred uſes; And 3. Hisicon- 
Kientious application to; and uſe of his CivitPro- 
feſſion.' Of all which in him, I think, I have as 
certain'knowledge both by my Converſation and 
diſcourſe of matters of Religion with him, by 
peruſal of. his Writings of all forts, and by obſer- 
vation of his A&tions, as ordinarily 'any: Man 

can have of another. of "y 
And therefore thongh the Repteſcatation of his 
great Induitry, Learning, and Abilitiesbe much 
or his Honour, yet is it 4 greater Honour than 
all this, which I intend to his Memory in the 
publication of this Book. And that is to des 
monſtrate from thence the true Principles of all 
his Worth, and of thoſe great and generous AQti- 
ons, which have made him ſo famous in his Ge» 
neration ,. and like to be ſo in future Ages; and 
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thereby give the Reader the cleareſt 8&traclt Pro- 
into the whole courſe of his Lafe.-'! Had he 

not been very cordially anddeeply afftefted with 
theſe things, it is no way credible, that: a Man fo 
very integt upon ogy ſo different. a 
nature, faor-the ſax days, r, could upon 
the ſeyench {a intirely have withdrawn his:Mind 
from them, 2s.to, apply 4c. fo, cloſely to rheſe. 
And this being wruten,at his very entrance 
upon bis Prattice, and his, Attions ever ſince 
being {o redycible to the Principles diſcovered in 
this, on give 4 more true and: ſati(- 
faftosy, Proſpett into the Fundamentals of the 
futurs;part-of his Life , and conſequent Actions. 
| He was indeed the molt Heawenly-minged Man 
I have ever known. . He had had: a Religious 
Education from his Childhood 3; and he very 
early made his Religion, the Religion of his 
Judgment and Choice, not of his Education 
only. He read- the S. Scriptures to know it ; 
then ſtudied the Works of Creation, Providence, 
and the Moral Evidences of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, to know the Truth of it. And having 
aid fo deep a Foundation, he ever after builc 
firmly. upon it : and by his faithful obſervance 
of it, arrived to that full Satisfation and Know- 
ledge of it, which our Saviour mentions, John 7. 
17. He began theſs Studies very early ; how 
early I do not preciſely know : but this I know 
from his own mouth , that he was very bulie in 
them while he (tydiged at Oxford; For when I firkk 
| a 3 peruſcd 
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peruſed-part of this: Book, I cold him, I percei- 
ved, he had before he wrote it, been acquainted 
with the! Schoolmen: :and 'confidering when it 
was weitten; and'/how hard: a Student he had 
been m the Law till that time, defired to know 
when he could have had. leifare for thoſe Stu- 
dies? "and what Authors he read? He told me, 
At Oxford; and that he there read Aquinas, 
Scotus, Suarez ,- and others, whom he particus 
htly named; but theſe I remember. 

. And here by the way, we may take notice, 
how much he is 9w/repreſented and injured in 
that Story, printed 1m the Relation, which very 
unadviſedly and improperly bears the name of 
his Life, concerning his negleCt of his Studids at 
Oxford. The truth of which, to do him night, 
is this, :- His natural Genius inclined- much to 
things of Wit and' Gallantry , and the Pla 
coming to the At at Oxford while he was a 
Student there, he began at firſt to be taken with 
the Plays; but having before, among other re- 
ligious Obſervations , habituated himſelf to keep 
a ſtrict Watch over his Heart and AQtions, he 
' quickly refleQted upon it : and therefore the more 
he perceived himſelf affetted with it, the more 
reſolved he was to corre it; and leſt it ſhould 
ur time prevail, ſo as to divert him from more 
fcrious Studies, or at leaſt, rob him of too much 
time; he made a ſolemn Vow, or Reſolution, 
. which he ever after obſerved:, never to ſee Play 
more ; and fo returned to his Studies _ be» 
| ore 
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fore the Playets went out of Town. And cers 
tain-it is; he was as hard-a Student there, as he 
was after at London ; though he held Ac- 
hy roms and nn__ wo pr rſe _ = 
moſt ingenious. Pe; at b ces. Bur 10 
much for that. | 

Fheſe Studies ; which Op ny 4. he 
continued to the very laft, fo long as he was 
able ro write, within about a fortnight or three 
weeks before he died. And here he did, as 
he did in the Law, ſpared neither Pains nor 
Coſt upon any thing any way conducing to 
his maini Defign, tending to diſcover and mani- 
feſt the admirable Providence of God , whether 
in the Compoſure, Powers and Courſe of Na- 
ture; or in the Government of the Attions of 
Men; inſomuch, that if a true Computation 
was made, I am per{waded, that, as much time 
as he ſpent, and pains as he took in the Study 
and Practice of the Law , and Buſineſs of a not 
ordmary Judge , but Chief Baron and Chief 
Juſtice; yet the Time he imployed,and the Pains 
he took ( if I may call that Pains, which affords 
ed fo much Pleaſure and Satisfattion to him 
i theſe Studies, and for that purpoſe, would be 
found to exceed them. The Benefit whereof, 
I hope the World may receive fore time or 
other : but the Effe&t thereof upon himſelf was, 
that his {ſo much contemplating the Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs of God, difcernable in his 
Creatures, and obſervable in the Providential 
| a 4 Govern- 


v Gs 


The PREFACE. 


* .Governmentof Men, eſpecially that. admirable 
. Myſtery of our--Redemption; imprinted in. his 
Soul a:mot:inlargedapprehenſion and deep ſenſe 
» 66x he Glorious-Bxcclience and Majeſty of: God, 
nd his inconceivable Goodneſs to all who: duly 
:apply themſclves:to him. This flled-him with 
19:6 awful Reverence and:devout Afﬀettion to 
bbim-continuallyc<: which further produced: great 
- Conftancy; Þaithfulneſs, and Readineſs in his 
Obedience and Service, and converted his very 
£wil —_— into a kind of: continual 
»,Courſe ofi'Religion ; ſa that that laborious Life 
- of his; was in a manner imtirely ſacrificed to, and 
«continually 4mployed ang” or in order to, the Ser» 
wice of God,” And all-this, with thoſe divine 
benign Influences, which are never wanting to 
-. $ouls thus diſpoſed ,- filled him with an humble 
2$Eonkidenece, and made it, -as it were, natural to 
I him; to'retire into himſelf with ſecret applica» 
.«t$00.-:0 God upon all occaſions in the very midft 
of his Buſined:: And certainly this Life was 
+ Heavenly-and Holy, and yet not more Haly than 
: "Happy, 2 41 
v» ' Adbthis 15 very true : but he had. very early 
taken up 2 Reſolution to abſtain. from a high 
Frofeſſion of Religion ( 'tis his own expreſſion ) 
and he was ſo wary and cautious in'.it , that 
'yery little of what 1 have faid, was perceived 
*þy any of his moſt jntimate Friends , but my 
felf. -Infomuch, that one'of them, whom TI 
know he much valucd , 'and wha had frequenz 
A "x 3 n converſe 
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converſe with him, :hath divers times ſince cone 
feſſed tome, how much he* was miſtaken in' 
him-jin> that-reſpedt, before: he: ſaw his Con- 
larionsan Print. -And I ſhould almoſt doube 

of finding Credit in what I know to be true, 
with thole who do not know 'me, had I nor 
pretty good Atteſtations from this, and a'conſtant 
Courſe of moſt pious Meditations committed 
to writing under his own hand. Were we now to 
take a View of his whole Life, we might confi» 
der it as ated either in private, or in publick. 
His AQtions in publick were viſible - to the 
World, -and yet it may be feared, that much of 
the remarkable particulars thereof will be 
loſt for want of competent Obſervers and Re- 
lators. The private -part of ic was moſt em- 
ployed in Retirement and Studies, and of this 
the greateſt part in Pious Meditations, the 
Contemplation of God, of his Works of 
Creation and Providence, . the great and admi- 
rable Myſtery of -our Redemption, and the 
Sacred Scriptures, and the Evidences of the  . 
Truth thereof. And as this did influence 
all his Attions in publick, ſo being once well 
underſtood , it muſt needs give the cleareſt 
Proſpe& into the true and genuine Principles 
and Tendency of them, which- is the- prin- 
cipal thing ro be conlidered in them; And 
| this can never | better be ' made appear than 
by his own Writings, 'if they were publiſhed, 

as I conceive they ought to- bes 0 
Le Having 
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. * Having done this Right to the Author, I 
thought it but reaſonable: to do ſome Right to 
my felf, and! to the World ; to ſhew , by: mbat' 
Right I heve publiſhenl this , and what Right the 
/orld hath to expett the reſt of his Writmgs, 
o Which Purpoſe IF had written another 
Sheet , to ſhew that the Author had, upon new 
Motives and Conſideration of Occurrences af 
terward , - changed. his Mind before declared in 
his Will, wherein he had prohibited ahe pririt- 
iog of any of, his Writings after his Death. 
But upori further Conſideration, I think it 
tay be ſufficient for this place to kt the Reader 
know in general that he had dohe ſo, and to 
reſerve the more particular Diſcourſe of that, 
if there be occaſion for it, to my. Memorials 
of him: And thefefore I have ſuffer d but 
few Copies of that Sheet ro be printed off, 
for the Conſideration of fuch, as it may moſt 
CONCETN. | 
: Of the Two little Diſcourſes annexed, IT have 
_ only this to fay, That the Firft was one of his 
Later Writings, and perhaps, may a little vary 
from ſome of Is Former : and that the Latter 
was more ancient. But neither of them was fi- 
nifhed, though rhe Printer, according to the uſual 
Mode, hath put 'a Finis to them both t Bur 
otherwiſe, I hope, he hath acquitted himſelf 
reaſonably well; For I was at too great a di- 
ſtance to peruſe the Stieets as they were print- 
ed off. "Ihe Copics he had, were carefully 
$4 4 . : : : : i 2 e 1 . ed 
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by the Originals : and 
moſt otable to my 
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without any Alteration ; 
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thoſe notions of Time, paſt, gout, and to come, 
are only the conſequences of a Succeſſive Motion : 
for Time isnothing elſe, but that conception whereby 
we meaſure ſucceſſive motion: were there no ſuc- 
ceſlive 'motion in the World, it would be impoſſible 
that there ſhould be-any of thoſe affeions of Time z 
and conſequently, Time is notany —_— but 2 
telation to Motion. Now before that t Firſt Cauſe 
did ſet:a-tontinued motion. in the World, there could 
be no Succefſfion , but all was _opes up: in one 
permanent inſtant : for the Being of Firſt Cauſe, 
and his Motion, what ever it was, or is, is indiviſible, 
2s ſhall be ſhewn. Then when he produced ſecond 
Cauſes, and conſequently thoſe moved in their. ſeve- 
ral cauſalities and courſes, and conſequently their moti- 
ons, beings , and cauſalities being ſucceſſive, there 
was a- priws, and poſterins, and ſucceſſion ; yet this 
did not alter the indiviſible nature of that duration, 
which that indiviſible 1 before, and at, and 
after produced. | The 
Firſt Being hath a co-exiſtence with the Succeflive Mo- 
tions of the creatures, bur his duration is not meaſured 
by it, or co-extended with it, but is of the ſame indi- 
viſibility as if there had been no ſucceſſive motion pro- 
duced, and conſequently no ſucceſſive time. 
7 3. Without 
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On ? 

nity; pa tar . = | bm. and fixed viſe 
and ' takes in all paſt, preſent and' to come, witt- 
one any difference of notion; The preſent — 
of the Firſt Canſe was the ſame numerical 
Nant that he had a thouſand years ſince. So that 


End, as well as Succeſſion, is but of thoſe 


that are meaſured- by time, not of an indiviſib 
being : To ſuppoſe him to have an end were to 
ſuppoſe him not ever to have been becauſe | paſt 
and preſent, and to come are all indivifibly conjoyned 
in his daration. 

This _—_— of duration s proper only to 
the Firſt Cauſez for nothing elſe can any 
rn - - to be of oy 6) we oe 
t it may be of a 
Being of. an Angel, or ET and. 
be Everlaſting, yet on is a, though a multiplyed AY 
tenſion of duration than ay indivifible duration : 
for of the Firſt CauſeI may _ truly, the inſtantof 
the duration, that is a that was a thouſand 
years ſince, or a thouſand years —_ is the. 
ſame : but I do not think the ſame ma 
of any other thing whatſoever: 1. — their 
eſſence is not indiviſible and ſimple, as is that of the 
Firſt Cauſe 3; for it is evident y are perfecible, 
compounded of A& and Power, not pure Ads: 
2.. becauſe ſome things mighe be affirmed of them 
in a time paſt, which cannot now be affirmed of 
them z as the creation, continuance in the Body, 
ſeparation re-union , &e. 3. their being is -de- 

ent 


IL From 


Han 
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oF 


Cauſe, there 
him, w 


ROC 
that united 
a 


'D 
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2, His Ommipreſence, not only vertually 
tentially, but ially m and with all thin 
the manner of it þe incom 
canſequence -of his Infinizuge. 
from Excluſions for it is not 
the production of new 
ſtraicen that indiviſible extent, which that being had 
before thoſe Effects were produced. 

3. Exemption 
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TV. From —_ likewiſe nn that the Firſt 
Cauſe is Ens Simpliciſſimum, 2 ad excludes all Com- 
poſition of what ſoever, either of Power and 
AQ, Nous Subſtance- and Accident, or Matter and 
Form :'- for every mixture doth.' of neceflity "ſup- 
poſe ſome ec caſting Cauſe to joyn theſe 'toge- 
ther 5, and jndeed 'the very membra componentia have 
Itindture apre-exiſtehce to the being ſo compounded: 
and the admiſfion of any of Compoſition, 
is inconſiſtent with 'a Firſt Cauſe. And from hence 
it is evident, that all things that are affirmed concern- 
ing this Firſt Cauſe, are but improper, and ſerve 


only is "ORs to render him unto our 
From hence it alſo follows that whatſo- 
ever iS affirmed of the Firſt Cauſe is the ſame with 
'his Eſſence, and one the fame with another, chough 
wh are meg by us under different notions, 
and conceptions 3 or inſtance, we ſee an effect 
of the' Firſt Cauſe, | which | in caſe of 2 Man we de- 
tive from that habit in Man, which we call Mer- 
cy'3 and another effet, which in Man we would con- 
clade to come from ſuch L quality or habit, which 
we know by the name of Juſtice: hence we ſtile 
the Firſt Cauſe Merciful and Juſt; yet in truth nei- 
ther of theſe are proper, for they fignifie Qualities 3 
neither, if they were proper, were they —_—_ for 
they are the ſame one with another, and- both the 
fame with his Eſſence ; otherwiſe -it is impoſſible he 
ſhould be _ x for ſhould his Being and Attri- 
bates be ſeveral, he fhould be componnded of Sub- 
ſtatice and Accident; or ſhould the ſame thing, which 
we'call Juſtice, be the ſame with his Eſſence, and 
not the -ſame with his Mercy, he muſt 'needs conlaſt 
of ſeveral beings -divided one from :another': the 
like for all the reſt of 'his Attributes: by the ſame 


Eſſence he is, and he is what be is: they are di- 
vided 


s 


duction of an Effect, that J 
ity kind, than the Cauſe oy Ao 


m that aRivity in the Second Cauſes. to Procuee 
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ided notions in us, but in him o Any wt 
bis being, nor one om, another.:..And h has 


| likewiſe follows, that the emanant Ai 


that flow fr F uſe are different , 
erinmad row hs, Fiſt different Modors, 


by an; a& :; of: Power, LS $, Mis 

Knowledge or Wiki dom 5 and upp e we j bo 

notions to- our ſelves, where As 

from whence theſe as move, br en 

Attributes of Mercy, Power,.. Wiſdom; 
proceed- not in : truth from ſeveral Fm; va in fe 

Ei Ong, but from 'one ſimple, abſokre, 

V, From this, conſideration, that. he is oe Fiſt 
Cauſe ; and Being, + it follows, that he is, toe 
feltiſſimum : Fot that 1 1s Per A tO; pj which. 
wanting: Now. it s ak Shag any £ l ns cn 
be; wanting tothe Fir NP Canes pak x 
nothing; beſides hun, but Avmg proces from} in 
and..that-which. proc At Donor 
either- add ay furchex. a a Per Ro: ww; 
or include that Perfedtion, which : pot i 0s 
Cauſe moſt Ea. The Fult 
exiſtence to: all-things, elſe 3 nat rowing then cu lg- be 

wahting to his Rexjachogs becauſe there was nothil 
elſe bur himſelf, |, The Bred on., of . the 
Cauſes not. Y. 101 


fon than what was BY Cue any Ic. is trugin 


the--working - of Cauſes - May-be. apo- 
F perfect in 
ey produced 
it; as.the _ of a Worm out 'of putrefacti- 
on, a, Plant out of, the Earth, &c. but there the 
is not purely due tothe Second Cauſe, bur to 


iginal Operation of the Firſt, Cauſe, that did 


U 


LY 
There 


2 5 
Z 


this Perfetion' it 
follows, that this Firſt Being is « Subfanial At, 
not an a& that flows from another thing, or depends 
upon another thing ; for then he could not be Err Pi- 


mu, 
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Andall this with one Eternal Indiviſible a&, not by 
Succeſſion, not by mediate repreſentation. Such Know: 


e is too wonderful for me. 
wy _ From EE that! he is En: Liberri: 


buted to the Firſt Caitſe, 
- the Firſt Cauſe muſt 


EN 


Gs 


fi EE nes 
5% ſed MEET from Eternity, -25 at 
the ir production of -! ,*thei rhotion from 


to a being, bein the adequate effect! of 
Ge Feſt Ganke» chendbors : if there. were. notia  Free+ 


dom in the Firſt re the firſt Effet had: been: us 
ancient 'as the Firſt Being, Therefore we .mbft 
neceſſarily affirm; concerning the -Firſt-: Being, 94 
he is Ex: Liberrimum &- Voluntariam (and. 


cording to his Will he worketh. --/ 
.6. From hence it follows, chat he'is Ens.. _ 
we 'Bonwm, Concerning this Goodneſs of God re 


affirm 

I, That it is an Eſentia! Goodneſs, and his Good 
ther Þ Iontiene Sith his. from his Eſſence, -for 
that is inc ent i bis Sky, fo lou: te 


Effence is his Goodneſs, and 

ri ie Eee ow n= i ale whe leal in w 
8 es, 

apprehend this eB Being all at ' once, ou 


| 
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ſtep by ſtep. And from. hence ic, follows that 
| whatſoever may be affirmed concerning. his :Efſence, 
uy be likewile affirmed concerning his $ pooducls 


"7. That it is Infinite , for {o is his eſſence, The 
Eſſential goodneſs of an Infhnice Being, mult needs be 
Infinite: and hence ir is not capable E any increaſe 
or diminution: and therefore prodbdtion- of the 
Effets, and the Communication bf his goodnefs to 
them, did neither add unto, nor take from his good- 


_ That it is PerfeZ 1 for that which is Infitite muſt 
needs be Perfect, becauſe it excludes any mixture of 
any thing that is not good. , 

3. That it is Eternal, that. is evident, for it is the 
_— Fenbeig, fihe goodr f th 

ow from this conſideration 0 of the 
firſt ee ariſe theſe Concluſions : 


being ſevered WY in "ad Some] the (Te cow 
junction- of good to the deſire is fruitions and 
good þ be proportionable to. the Jelire of ( i ), then in 
of that good tothe deſire there is a fulleſt 
a pers lun Now the firſt cauſe is moved with 
an Infinice Ove 2s I may with ſear fay.) to that In- 
finite good, which is moſt Eflentially and Indivifibly 
the ſame with himſelf, and conſequently he hath an 
Infinite reſt and complacgncy in himſelf, and that with- 
out the: contribution 0 ox. thing without him ; for 
he had the fame boundleſs agar in himſelf before 
the exiſtence of any effect, as he had after, becauſe he 
had the - ſane meaſure. £ of goodnels , and the _ 
perfe 
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perfe&t fruition of it before any ſuch produQtion, as 
after 3 the productions of new effects are the emanati- 
ons only of his Eſſence, and produced no alteration in 
him neither did it dilate his Eſſential goodneſs, or 
add a new depree of fruition of good tro what he | before 
had for he loved the produRtions of his Will in him- 
ſelf and for himſelf. - 

- 2. Thar the Firſt Being, as it is the Firſt Cauſe of 
all things ; fo it is the Supream End of all things, becauſe 
he is the Supream Good, and the only adequate ob- 
je&t of himſelf. So that, in the prodution of any 
effe&t, the effet that was produced , or any - thing 
without the Firſt Being, could not be the ultimate End 
for which it ſhould be produced ; for his Will was a 
is filled with an Infinite Good, +viz- limfelf, So thar 
it. was impoſſible he ſhould take any -thing into'thar 
' Will, which wase not in_ order to himſelf: He made 
all chings for his own ſelf. Andupon this ground ir 
follows that nothing without him is an End to it (elf, 
becauſe.he, that is the Firſt Cauſe of all things, muſt 
needs be he, that muſt be the Maſter and appointer of 
che End of all things fo cauſed. 

3. From hence it follows that a/l the Goodneſs, that 
is in the Creature, is nothing elſe but the print or impreſſion 
of that Goodneſs, which isin the Firſt Being, though ac- 
cording ts the different degrees of things the impreſſions 
are more or leſs genuine; for it is impoſhble that any 
thing can be denominated Good, but by a conformir 
in ſome meaſure to that which is. the Furſt Goodneſs 
That conformity is nothing elſe bur that impreſſion of 
Divine Goodnels upon the Creature. This impreſſion 
of the Goodneſs of the Firſt Cauſe upon the ture 
is not by any tranſmiſſion of any part of the Eſſential 
Goodneſs of the Firſt Being- into the EffeR, for that 
15 incommunicable; nor by any phyſical a&tion of that 

2 


Goodneſs upon another the mere will w 
the 
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the How Mover. Now. we find « fourfold Goodneſs in” 


. An Eſfntial Goodneſs, which is conticounicated 
with che very being of itz thus evety fhing that is, .is 


Good in it ſelf (chough relatively it may beevi!). becauſe 


in that ic 5, it is;conformable. to the Firſt Caule, , who 


wills it to be. This Goodael in any beingis thatby 


reaſon whereof every thing deſwes it ſelf, 20 moved 
ro its own preſervation, and is intrinſecal to . the being 


of _ 
f wg SFO but not. an Effencial, Ecodiels ; 


when a thing hath all thoſe qualities or requiſn Re5 a. x 


ſelf, which- are - fuitable and conducible to. choſe 

and operations that belong ro the degree of i its; 1a 
and the variety of the degrees in thele qu ; deno- 
minate ic/more or lels Good: thus were all Creatures 
in. their Original perfe&ly. Good : though eyery kind 
had a ſeveral:degree of Perfection, yet every -thing 
had a perfe&tion in its kind, This Goodneſsis like- 
wiſe communicated from the Firſt Being, And the 
fuicablene(s of thoſe qualries in the creatures,, eo the 
exigencies of their own conditions do molt evidently 


manifeſt the imprefſion of that Goodneſs, that isin. 


the Firſt Being, 


3. Relative or Communicative Goodnels,: viz, where- 


by one thing is conducible or uſeful for che preferye- 
tion or perfection of another thing, and is therefore 
deſirable or good for it:; for though F©.4g ential 
of any thing , beingas- indiviſible as the 
Eſſence it (elf, and therefore in chat abſtract notiortis - 
not rg ble of degrees yer there are degrees of pe 
fe&ion, which a finite being is capable of, and di 
rent degrees of perfection A ſeveral beings in their 
concrete notion, as a Man is a more perfect being than 
a Beaſt, a Spiric than a Man, - thoagh one be as equal a 
being 45 the other. Tins then imports four Gags: 


z 


- *- 
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oh A ds x dence . ſome Gook i Gar 
ng 15 receptible, and conſequently a receptibility of! 
that which iy ſupply if I | 
'2. A Motion or Defire of that being, that hath this 
vacuity and teceptibility, unto that which may ſupply 
it, and '2defire of Union to it, this-ithath from the" 
cauſe of its beings for the cauſe of its being muſt needs! 
be the''cauſe of this irs or motion to its farther. 
perfection”; 'ant{ this is fometimes {o ſtrong and active 
that it, carries, the creature by way of conſequence to- 
the deſtrh&ion of thar being, which ar preſent -it hath, 
es attaina' higher being. - * Gl 3 
E'F. an rtion between the Vacuity or neceſſity of 
the ſubject defiring rothe thing defired vas a Man toſup-- 
ply his Hunger defires not Cloaths,bur Meat 3-ahd when 
cv1d, defiresnor Meat, but Cloathsz becauſe theſe hold: 
proportion to that exigence that the cregture'defires: ro 
til: 'And henceitis that Temporal Good fatishes not a. 
Spirirath, ſubſtance, nor a Spiritual! Good ſatisfies a 
-Cirndl'fabſtance; becauſe oy os not propertionable.. 
6 L., An Activity irr the defired' to apply | it 
{elf tothe (apply of that race which delires it, and 
to unite 7t f&lf-ro It; All theſe do infiflibly: evidence 
the Goodneſs of the Firſt Being communicated to the 
ſecond” Being: for who pur' into the Crearure a Moti- 
on or deſire ro unite jt: felf to -that which night ſup< 
ply/its want? who. frarned a proportionable Goodto 
that Vacuity and delire'?' who placed that Activiry:in 
any _ to let out and urifte chat Goodnels,” thariswd 
it, to that -defire and 'Vacuity? the very-warmth'of 


our Cloaths, the nutriment of our bodies; do- beſpeak 
an Infinite Rational Communicative Goodneſs, that 
defined thefe correſpohdencies , and' hath taught -the 
creatures thoſe mutual motions for their own andeach 
others Good, while they themſelves knyw not what or 
why they do it. - - O27 ! 


7. From 


- Juſtice from the Firſt 


Will, which though it doch manifeſt it ſelf in all Mercy, 
| C 3 FEE and 


- 7. From: the former, con(iderations it follows moſt 
evidently-rhat. he is: moff 7uf, and that it. is im 
y 


impoſſible 
- he can be otherwiſe, and. this as it celfarily reſalts 


from the admiſſion of his Gaodnels (for ?»fice is no- 
thing elſe bur Goodneſs in a tational Being indued with 
Will) f6-iz; flows from this conſideration that . he js 
the Firſt Cauſe of all things. Nothing can. be ſaid 
Usjoft which is not contrary, to the prohibition of ſome 
Law givea by ſomething, that can exa&t obedience $0 
it : Nothing can give the Firſt Being a Law or Rule 
but his own will, and conſequently he can do nothing 
but what is moſt Juſt, becauſe ir is impoſſible that 
any thing elſe can be a Rule of Juſtice bur himſelf : 
not any thing without him, for then he were not the 
Firſt Being 3 not his .creature, for oyer that-he hach 
a moſt ſapream and abſolute dominion; How tan that 
which receives his eng, 1 ſubſiſtence, his rulzs of 
ing, pricey aTule to him, 
by whom it.is, or exact the performance of-it? So thac 
nothing can be the rule of Juſtice to him” but his own 
will; and therefore what he wills cannot be bur Juſt, 
becauſe he wills it : and as it is impoſſible for him to 
a&t but what he wills; {o it is impoſſible for him to 
will bat what is Juſt, becauſe his will is the anly w 
of his Juſtice : and chough ex naturg rei he mighc have 
willed what he doth not will, yer that which he had 
ſo willed had been juſt, yet de fa#o the a& ofhis will 
being Ecernal and immutable, it is impoflible any an- 
juſt thing ſhould be done by him, becauſe lpolile 
e ſhould do contrary to his own will, which is 
only meaſure and rule of Juſtice. 
And from this we may clearly evidence, 
1, That there is a moſt ablolute unlimited Dominion 
and Power in the Firſt Cauſe over its Effte&s.. and he 
is bound unto it by no other obligation bur his own 
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and Tendernefs, and Goodneſs, and Wiſdom towards 
it, yet itis only becaaſe ic is his Good will ſo todo. 

; 2, That therefore whatſoever Rale or Law the Firſt 

Cauſe doth provide to his creature; that is capable'of a 

Law, it ought wnqaeſtionably ro be ſubmitted wnto;, for what 

 ſoever he wills muſt needs be juſt, inaſmuch 'as there 

is na mealure of 'uſticeor Injaſtice bat his will, although 

we are not to look upon any thing _ by the 

Firſt Cauſe þyut flowing from a moſt Wiſe, as well as 


2 moſt abſolute Will, and fo hotding'a proportion with 
the ability of that- creature from whom ' it''is te- 
quired. | a Poo £ 

"« #: From hence we find where is the Original of all 


7»ſtice in the World; it muſt all be refolved into that 
* will of the Firſt Cauſe, and that in a double reſpect : - . 
' 1, In reſpect of Conformity; for were there no pre- 
ciſe Law given to-Trational creatures, it is true there 
conld be no Obligation, yet a Conformity in the'a&tions 
of rational creatures to the ſimilar ations of: the Firſt 
Cauſe towards his Creature would be Comely and Juſt 
in a rational Creature:*and queſtionleſs as the irrational 
,Creatures have certain Inſtin&ts. planted in them by 
their firſt creation, which though they are not pro- 
 perly Laws ;.but Inclinations, to Man, as he came 
out of the hatids of his Maker with the impreſſion of 
his Image upon'him, had ſome conformity to the (u- 
pream Juſtice without any reference to any Command, 
which is not clean loſt, batevenin Men without edy- 
cation doth ſtrangely manifeſt it (elf in divers parti- 
Us Slag ns | 
2 [In reſpect of 0bligationz for there can be nothing 
imaginably Unjuſt, wichout theſe two con(iderations, 
DIR. * hag hk ; 
* 1. A Law commanding or forbidding a thing under 
a pain : whatſoever. falls not within the command or 
Prohibition is permitted, and cannot beunjuſt, + - | 


2 A 
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2. A Power to exa&t an Obedience to that Law, 
and to inflict the puniſhment chat follows upon the 
breach of this Law. Otherwiſe the Law were ridicu- 
lous and vain. : 

Now as to the firſt, without all queſtion the Firſt 
Cauſe , in the firſt creation of reaſonable creatures, 
did, by what way we know not, give him a Law, 
—_ he ſhould live, and which he traduced co his 
poltericy as the Commands of the Firſt Cauſe, chough 
in ſucceſſion of time thoſe grew weaker and cor- 
_ every I _— _— 

e are thole we Naturalia the Lew of Nature, 
which have an influence into a! 7 Author KA writ- 
the Laws of Men, as to worſhip #t2 « particular tree. 
God, to keep our Promiſes, &c. 
and when we come fo far as to be per{waded that vey 
are the Laws of God, then it binds in a fear to offend, 
becauſe thereby we become liable to puniſhment, which 
weare (ure he hath Power and Right to inflict, his Power 
being univerſal and unavoidable , and his AKighe and 
2 =—p_ over his creature abſoluce and uncontrol- 

E. 

Thus we find a plain Obligation in thoſe Laws that 
are given.by the Firſt Caufe, and conſequently ad 
mitting ſuch a Law, we have a clear Rule, whereby to 
meaſure what's Juſt, and what s Unjuſt : and when I can 
reſolve any thing into the Command or Prohibition 
of this Lavw, I find my (elf bound in Conſcience, viz. 
under pain of Guilt, ro obey. If I enter into a ſociety 
and agree to be bound by the Laws, - that the greater 
number of - that Society makes, they make a Law : 
here be now but two things that can bind me to ob- 
ſerve this Law, and conſequently to denominate my 
. difobedjence thereunto Unjuſtice, viz. 

"The Power of the Society, but that is but a thing 
extrinſecal, I way avoid their power, and then I am 
e's | C4 '_ __ abſolved; 
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abſolved ; and ifexternal power were enough to deno- 
minate my- diſobedience Unjuſtice, then if I could 
procurea power to overmatch theirs, their obedience 
to their own Law were injuſtice. 

The Promiſe vnd agreement to ſubmit to that Law 
ſo made: but what 15 that that bindsme to keep my 
promiſe ?- if nothing binds me to it, then'is not my dit- 
obedience any Unjuſticez for the obligation of the 
Law is reſolved into my agreement ; and if nothing 
abovewe bind me to keep my azreement,l have no obli- 
£ar:on at all upon me: therefore che Dominion, Power 
and Jufiice of the Firſt Cauſe is the only Bond, where- 
by we are bound, and whereunto all Humane Juſtice 
15 to be reſolved both in point of Conformity as to its 
Partern, and Obligation as to its Law. - 

But how theſe Laws were at firſt given to Man, 
whether by. a formal Command , or whether by an 
immeciate Impreſſion in the underſtanding and wilt, or 
whether by an implanted Propenſton or inclination in 
the will, or partly by one, partly by another, it 15 note 
ealy to determine. Sed vide infra, But whatever way 
it was, it iS impoſſible to have any notion or .imagina- 
/ tionof juſt or unjuſt among Men, withont reſolving it 
1n its original into the Rule or Law that was given to 
Men by the Firſt Cauſe of our being. + oY 

9. From' the conſideration of the Firſt Cauſe and 
of the premiſles, it muſt needs follow, that he is Immmnta- 
Ee : for Mutabilityis inconſiſtent + + 

1. With his Perfe&jon--+ Ic is 1 le thata Pure 
A& can have any Change; for all Change doth ne- 
cefſarily infer Paſibiliry and Receptibility of whar it 
had not before: and to ſappoſe that, were to conclude 
he were not Atns Simpliciſſimus & Perfettsſſimns 1, for 
all Receptibility imports Porentiam or Paſſibilitatem. 

2. It is inconſiſtent with his Eternity : for all Changes 
too of neceſſity ſappole- a Succeſhon: of Duration . 

kn? 6 [4 
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the thing changed 4 it is not to every intent the ſame 
ſimply, that it was before it had that change, which 
do hich is incort- 


ſiſtent with Eng ; for winnie is qe —— 
no Sncceflion, | tly whatſoever is afhrm 
of tat one inſtaht _— ; neceſſarily be affirmed of it 


have accidencal changes , which yet.in Eſſence continue 
che ſame, as from ignorance to knowledge, from one 
colour to another : bur ſuch- accidental. cannot 
be in that, which is Ens Simpliciſſiomom, becaule there can 
be nothing in him, which is not his Effence. 

4 It isinconſifent with hisInfinitude 3 for to what- 
ſoever any thing can be added that ithad noe before, 
that cannot be Infinite, becauſe ſtill 'capable of a farthet 


sf 
And as this Inmutability is affirmed of the Firſt 
Canſe in point of his Eflence and Nature, fo in ſome 
reſpects it is concerning bis A#-, - Theſe are of 'tw6 
kinds, viz. the Immanent Aﬀs, {uch are the Ads of 
his underftanding and Will z/ and theſe are m_ 
as well as his' Eſſence, for indeed rhey are but notio- 
nally divided from it. 'In us oor Will is one thing and 
onr willing another, bar that is inconſiſtent with te 
Simplicity of the Firſt Cauſe 3/ hence it is that” as his 
Eflence, ſo bis Will is immntable; he wills nothing 
now but what he ever willed, and -underſtood from 
Eternity what 'he 'now knows 3 for Eternity hath 
neither zow nor *hen in it, '' | - 
"2. The Emarint Ads; thoſe are nothing l[e but 
the Execution of "that Immuarzble Wills chefe- are 
ſubje& to mutation, bur wichout the leaſt mutari 
either mthe Eflence or will of the Firſt Canſe. * I : 


L 
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7. Not in his Eſſence. It: is true here is a- neiy 
relationthat was not before : for-when the Firſt Be- 
ing. pradyced an. Effet, ic is true. the Relation. of 
a Cayſe and an Efte& is now progeced which 
was not before, and ſo when more are produ- 
ced, the Relations are multiplied ; but Relations breed 
no Change at all in the fubje&. concerning whom 
they are affirmed: the being was the ſame before it pur 
forth it (elf in acauſation, as it was before; it 
neceſſity import a change inthe thing effe&ted, viz. a 
motion 4 non efſe ſompliciter, Or 4 noneſſe tale, but not in 
the Cauſe, which had an abſoluce being before, though 
not actually as a Cauſe before. - 

2, Not in his Will, Ic is true, when any Effect 
is produced that was not before, here is an execution 
of what was not before, but the will of that to be then 
was from all Every Again when 3 being is cher 
changed-or annihilated, that is not by a Change 
the will in the Firſt Cauſe, bur only in theterm or 
execution of that Willz for by the ſame indiviſible 
and eternal a&t of his Will, he willed this or that to be 
made, and after to be gnnihilated in time z the Change 
is inthe termings or execution of his Will, not in ihe 
Will, or the Immanent A of ir. 

Buthow can we then conceive that there ſhould be 
one Immutable A&t UNS dl _ Cng Aw ? 
» That the Willi ;y TIOW Can he aid tO WI c 
continnes thi ſame, Tulte which is already executed and 
hs perl a paſt> * For which we muſt 
Ie ſewer. s : Amy 
thing willed, which is £4- - apr yp pup _ bh: 

[4 S014 » 

So EY the Lie Moe: Succeſſive Moti 
te the fe ns, and therefore though they 
wi "4: arc applicable to , yett 
hen,gr uyouthe abs ite re not applicable to an Indivi- 
ſible Being or Act y the meaſures of ſucceſhve mouny 

| | 0 
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do not fit Eternity, which, though it be a Duration, 
that conſiſts with the Succeſſive Motionand Durationof 
the Creature, yer, it holds ao proportion with ir, -- The 
Motion of the Heayens, though 10000 times ſwifter than 
che-motion of a. Tortois, have yet j0n ONE-TO 
another, becauſe both ſucceſſive, and {o Time meaſures 
Ertl Being: and confugearty bole mn 
on of an Indivifible Being, not 
proportion with Succeſſion. And hence it is, | be itis but 
our grols conception that do imagine any part of Eter- 
nity paſt, or any part to come, or that Time doth di- 
vide the fore part of Eternity from the futurepartof 
Erernity : Iris an indiviſble permanent Duration, no- 
thing paſt, nothing fucure, but the ſame fixed inſtanr 
conſequently the AR of the Divine will always one, 
always preſent. This Knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
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THUS cies Rein ws uri 
which rectified Reaſon i 
the Nature of the Firſt : Now weconlider the 


Emariant Afts of his Will and Power upon things without 
him z for from.this conſideration, that heis the Firſt Be- 
ing, it likewiſe follows that All things him muſt 
needs have their being and ſubſiſtence from him. This 
falls into theſe 2awo Cuheſts Ka. 117t 

— 1. That all thing belides himſelf have their being 


om him; : | 


- 2. That all chings are directed and governed unto 
their ſeveral Ends by him, - - 


Touching 
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-* -Tourhingthe former, viz, - That all things beſides him 
"Live their original being from him, 'that is a neceſlary con- 
Nequent of the admiſſion of a Firſt being : for what- 
Toever is not fiſt; there was a-time when it was. not'; 
for otherwiſe it mult be erernal, thei contrary whereof 
75 before evidenced. That then-which once was not, 
-and now 5s, aid /con elychad a beginning of its 
"being; could not have jt from it (elf 3 for nothing hath 
2 power or attivity of ir ſelf ro produce any thing; 
"therefore that ſecond being muſt needs be produced 
| by the Firſt Being 3 the conſequer cer whereof are theſe. 

'" 1, That all things —_ the Firſt Cauſe had a be- 

?inning of their being, and conſequently there was no 
"Erernal Matter, out of which any thing was made. 

- 2, That all Beings had their firſt being from him 
- 15 the Firſt Being. This is evident by what goes 
ore. 

* 3. That thefirſt produRtiion of all things by the Firſt 
Being is purely ang ey by way of — and 
not by derivation bf ſubſtance from himſelf? for that 
& impoſſible; _his Eflence is. Immaterial and Indi- 


4. ,The manner of this _—_— or his Cauſality 
5 notany aXdiſftinafrom himſelf, but only the mere 
48 of his mevte- Willy which -is eſſentially the ſame 
with himſelf, and with His{ofinite Power. | 

"And herein: the' firſt production of ſecond: Beings 
differs from th&'fmanner of cauſation, which is or- 
vey in ſubſequent ' proditions of things : for 
the firſt pr on-of beings was an infinite motion, 
viz, from a ſimple nor-being ro a being, and therefore 
was ated immediately by the Infinite Power and Will 
of the Firſt Cauſe, there being 'no inſtrument to be 
aſed ; or if it hadbeen, yeratiy inflramenchad been in- 


finitely diſproportionable to ſucha motion. . But in the 
ſubſequent production of moſt things, the marrer Eq 
Lf - , aa 77 ©" exiſting, 
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exiſting, and {o the Dan noryeng hy 

citer,. the cauſation of the Firſt Cau is by; 

and ſecond Cauſes. war 4 
5- That as the firſt production of; all thin pra te was _ 

immediate atof his will, ſothe diſpoling 0 

into that Order and frame, wherein ghey now are, om : 

the immediate A of his. Will,, FOWeh - Wit: 

dom. This is. evident upon a. dogale _ 

Firſt becauſe whatſoever hag, its being f:0m , 

had its eſſe rale from him. 2 (4/7 mot —_ "ar: 

if all the things. in the World d-been put ro 

they bein = bn xrational ſubſjances, they ef fe 

have marthalled- themſelves j 4 ME; O07 HY 

in, \unleſs the Firſt Being 

if it ſhould be:admicted tO _- ot 

of the ſeveral beings would qurly wave ne 

to their ſeveral -places long; pinch La 

things had been wrapt RAI ve 

ſevered and taken their places. Tha t by $ = es 

ble to imagine, would!; ever: have: been; 5 On 

ſabſtances therhiſelves as well as their aRtive: pai 

had been divided: fo if it weteg fanged - wergegually 

to be reſolved into the Wh he r{t Beigg49 pu 

ſuch Forms, Qualities and Hot in things..con: 

ducing to, and. effecting fach,jan Go [Sh ifthat Or- 

der. and Fabrick of things had by whe te 

Fiſt _— thing-into its: Order, and' Rank. by is 
6. That the- pradudiion of Magkind ially. Was 

the immediarework of-che Fyſt Being ii (auhed 


before 
7. Thar -all. theſe Advize: that are;an + 
Canſes are pur into ther y the Firſt R Caule,. 
the bj 


work in the virtue of the Fi 
the Effect be not the ——__ prodQtion of 
Caule, yet the Activity and Power, that is pyt- cPiſg the 


econd 
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ſecond Cauſe to work, is originally due to the Firſt 
Cauſe.” And hence it is that a more ignoble being doth 
produce ſometimes a being of a higher nature chan it 
(elf; as the Earth produceth Vegetables, Putrefaction 
Senhbles, becauſe- the vigor Activity that cauſeth 
it, was at firſt put into'the ſecond cauſes by the Firſt 7 
ſo that though they move uniformly , omnibus rette 
diſpoſitis, yet they act in virtute Prime Canſe. | 

8. Though Second Cauſes work naturally and uni- 
formly for the moſt part, where all things are equally 
diſpoſed, and this by the virtue of that Activity, which 
by the will and Power-of the Firſt Cauſe was at firſt 
put in them, yet this ARivity is managed and ordered 
ſo 'that it neither breaks the Law of its cauſality or 
motion, that was at firſt put into ir,-nor yet diſturbs 
or diſorders the univerſal fabrick of Nature , things 
being at firſt framed: in that order, that -each ſhould be 
a correQtive to the other in caſe of exotbitancy , de hoc 
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9. From hence it follows that the conſtant and uni- 
form Corſe of Natwie is not to be attributed to if (elf, 
but only to the” Will of the Firſt Cauſe, that wills it 
eo continue in that-frame, rhough he hath ordained 
Means ſubſervient to that end. 

10, Front hence itfollows that as all things is a#ts 
prime owe their being to the will of the Firlt Cauſe; 
ſ0in eftuſecando, wiz,- their continuance and ſubſiſtence 
is due only, to that Will : they were made becauſe he 
willed it, and they continue becauſe he'wills it. And 
this,-8s it- is moſt true in reſpe& of -the whole frame 
of Nature, which hath no adequate means of its ſub- 
fiſtence, 'but the Will of the Firſt Cauſe; fo it is.rrue 
Ikewile,- as in the beings, ſo in the continued fub- 
ſiſtence of Second Cauſes, which though they are, and 
are-ſupported immediately by Second Cauſes, Qualities 
and concurrences, yet the Activity and Power , that 

is 
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isin theſe Second Cauſes to produce or continue theſe 
Effects, is :due to; the Firft Cauſe, and continues: in- 
_ by virtue of that Will, chat atfirſt planted ic in 
them. L136 YL © | 

2. The Diſpeſing of all things to their ſeveral Ends, whie- 
ther remote or near; belongs to this Firſt Cauſe, 

Every Incellectnal Agent works for ſome End or 0- 
therz/ the Firſt Cauſe: we have ſhewed to be an Intel- 
Jectual Agent 3: therefore what he works , he works 
for: fome End- an{werable ro the Workand Workey, 
and ir muſt of neceſſity be that he rhat is che Firſt Cauſe, 
or-Ethcient of all things, 'maſt needs; be the appointer 
of his own End ia tbat ork. | | 

The End, thought it. be-laſt m execution, is firſt in 
mention 3 for. it! moves the Agent to. the work, or 
otherwiſe, though -he work noc without .an Event, 
hedoch ic without an Ead. Now that which is firſt in 
Efficiency muſt needs be the firſt deligner of his own 
End,” which is buc.thereſulc of his Workz A Second 
Cauſe, [though he may: have an-End:in his Cauſation 
proportionable to the c:jufalicy wherewith he is iadued ; 
yetas his Efficiency is ſubordinate to, andderived from, 
the Efficiency of the Firſt Cauſe, ſo mult his End be: 
it may be an Utimace; End in reſpeR of it, it is bur in- 
terlocutory, or rather/no, End at all; in reſpe of the 
Firſt Caule, - but only means FONUgng 00 the Execu- 
rion of the End of the firit Cauſe. ., When a paſſonare 
Ambitious 6r Coyerous Man drives and wholly 
at theſarisfaction of thoſe Juſts as his End, and thatEad 
draws our: his activity and ſtrengeh. to compaſsthem, 
yet a wiſe Stateſman , acco:cing-. to.the ; convenience 
or exigence of the' Publick-, can manage and or- 
der this - Ambition, and- the Satisfaction; thereof unta 


a higher End, which the other never. ſo: much: as 
dream'd of. 


As 
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As we therefore divide all Beings and Caules into 
Firſt and Second, ſo- we diſtinguiſh all Ends into the 
Ends of the Firſt Cauſe; and of cond Cauſes. . Touch- 
ing the End of the Firſt Cauſe, we ſay it is twofold, | 
_ *x. That which 1s' the End 5» reſpett of himſelf. This 
15 nothing but-the Satisfaction of his own Will. As 
we muſt reſolve the being of all things into the Will 
of the Firſt Cauſe in point of Efficiency, ſo in this re- 
ſpe& we muſt reſolve all things into that ſame Will 
in —_ of Finality; and this is the moſt adequate and 
Ultimate reſolution of all things, they- are becauſe he 
wills them to be:” For the Firſt Cauſe, being abſolucely: 
and infinitely Perfe&. and Good, cannot originally be 
moved by any thing without'him that would imporr 
a Pafhibility; viz, ro be moved and impulſed to any. 
thing by any thing without him'; and an Imperfection, 
which might be oped by the acquiſition of that End; 
for which he works :' both theſe are 'neceſlarily to be 
admitted in any caſe, where any End extrinſecal tothe 
Efficient itſelf is admitted : for 1, the End hath ar 
impulſton or ation upon the efficient, and 2. it neceſla; 
nily ſuppoſes a vacuity or emptineſs qaoad hot ,; which 
ſhall be ſupplied with chat uqaleed be ic an End 
of —_—_ or Delight. Neither of theſe are 'poſſt- 
bly tobe admitted in the Firſt, who is an Infinite Good 
commenſurateto rhe Infinite meaſure of his own Will: 
The Final Caufe then of all things is, He wills becauſe 
He wills. 'His-Glory is a conſequence of his Wark: in 
the Work, not the ultimate”'End of : his Wotk,. be- 
cauſe nothing that he made: can contribute ought to 
his Glory or' Happineſs. ; Sn 

2, In reſpe&t of the thing produced, the ordination of 
every particular thing to its particular End , either in 
order to: it-ſelf, or to ſome thing elſe, or both, .the 
Intermediate Ends of all things being different accor- 


ding to their ſeveral natures aud the ſeveral ditpenſa- 
tions 
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tions of the Divine will. That this may be {o; is evi: 
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thoſe purpoſes, and conſequently to the efteRs produ- 


ay by i Ji 
Concurrence with it , all things depending 
apoat the. Firſt Cauſe, as well in the ſupporr as in the 


| Original of irs ſubſiſtence. 


Subordination to it.. Henceit is that extraor- 
gudita the, Ordi Rule of Nature is intermitted : 
for chough che moſt exa& uniform Rule unalterable 
in the leaſt point may neyertheleſs proceed” from a 
Free Agent, becauſe the nniformity of 'the Rule pro- 
cop not from: it ſelf, but becauſe the Firſt Cauſe wills 
it to beſo; and yethath exaQly fitted it co the bringing 
about his Ends 3 yer becaufe'Mankind is apt to miſtake 
ſometimes' there is an intermuifſion or WTO tion 0 


that Con of N ”'chis Subordinarrwoir likewiſe 
appears. by- Death and forming of of jr to ſpecial 
purpoſes, w in whites the ſe;:moves ac- 


conkag to yn Rule of Ne oo K: FE nit, yet by 
the Concatenation things, 


whichhappily- Thoved narutally chither” fonts ſtrange 
effect FE | ithe reach of that "Natural 
ent : 5 en an Artificer, by | f Cum of ſeve- 


Res makes” gfe” of the. "motion 
-s ro or Ei Trent or geher ſtrange 


p_ or rRules acure, as'in divers other 
Mak, 01n theſe it moft evidently ſhewerh' it ſelf 


to ben " but the Conrfe, thar the, allo Ma- 


wy of orld hath put ig thin 
ropenſions tha ire in ang iſs fo thei 
tion nd ProteRion. 

| as it were to ” wh: Ea coir 


and ſtations | Og by the Firſt"Cauſe, MuE 
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2. The Subſerviency of one thing to-the ' uſe and 
exigence of another , wherein for the ;:moſt pare the 
more Imperfect is ſtill fubſervient to the. more Per- 
fe&, andall ro Man. . | | 
- The Diſpoſition of: things in thoſe places 2nd 
ranks as may.;be moſt wſefull,: and as may beit pre- 
vent that diſorder and confuſion, which contrary qua- 
lities would produce 3 as appears in the Elements, ia 
huccful creatures. 3 0G) fo ine Gans: 
'- 4. The Subordination ofthe: particular Inchnations 
and Difpoſitions of any particular. to che -prevencion of 
that which is contraryto the Law:of the unwerle--:- -; 
: '5. The admirable Conegrienee ' of ' things mnduge 
with contrary ' qualities and -deſtructive each;t9-other 
in the conſtitution of mixt bodies; ſhewing-ahand. tha 
tempers and overrules them 1a 'their operations 
caufalicies. © 21 2 7 30 9kyiis, [ 
- 2, Contingent Effects. Inrealcy there s nodinginthe 
World Contingent, becauſeevery thing thac hath bin, i 
or ſhall'be; is predetermined by an Immutable. Wi. 
of che Firſt Being: Bur-we therefore: call, [thigg, Cont 
ringent becauſe either we find nbconſtant Rule or. de; 
termination of the immediate cauſe.cothe produftzon of 
the effef; or an effect reſulting | our of the: conjurſttion 
of cauſes that have no 'natural-.connexion, 0ne; wg 
another. When the Prophet that propheſied again 
Bethel, "returned back, mer the Lion, and che [jon flew 
him, here was a Voluntary Ac in the Prophet, vis. 
to go, a Contingent Act in the meeting with the: Lion, 
'a Natural A& in the Lion to kill him: now- becauſe 
this death of the Prophet had no neceſlary. connexion 
-with all the cauſes that concurred to it, neither had 
the/journey - of the Prophet any neceſſary connexion 
with the walk of the Lion that they muſt needs meet, 
the death of the Propher, though it hada kind of na- 
tural connexion with the os Y that preceded it, 
z Was 


\ 
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was in the eftimation of Men Contingene 4 yetin. re- 
fpec? of: chac  thar vis of Alehis buſi 


ſpoken by the old Prophet, w 
of That counſel) che 
neceſfhry, yer note that this ICED Ga. BOL 
alcer the nature of che — cauſes :- the jour- 
"aa the 
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being of Horſt but he 
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ſend, 'but-ro be contingaritly, eine IE 
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i We tave conſider the indaincaof, the Firl 


Cauſe'u the creators 5 wa aftu prime, which-is s giving 
it a' 'or creation; and as to things Natural 
Conttign, in at ſcrutdey which is Providence or Go- 
ver: Now concerning the relation that Alan, the 
only ©;fble Intellectualand Yolanr ary inthe Wor 
hn them parky 0 muſt pane: this eration whit 


1 diſpoſal of ev ſeyeral 
End down of rigubelonyro the 6 re | 


2, 


; 0g of | of Shs; 
Fl Cane if 
reſpect of 


' more im chown thing od br 1 
End oe. 5 ones every thing i is its own M7 
tion an 

-_ Ln ms e implaced Et every gs is is his 
own n ON, i0 bring 

ing different, (on groprnSays) age of CE: 
lence, ſq are geir PerfeRions [+ 
of Animate above the Inanimate, EN og 
the Senſitive above the Anirnate, and e Prſedion of 
Ts ws he Eyeral edtoth 

as cyer res a) 

ſeveral Prefervations and erfections, pag their Fa 


ſitions and Motions placed in them conducible | 
Ends: ts Mons of Bodies Ger ſera as 


ons; the generation of Vegetables , ang Ange: 
chem of lp of cnc _— | niacion 


Eg herqpecl bac that fe, _ pes Shae the the 
I ſe hath put in ATi attaining thac 
» Which he hath put 10 wx. their, Preſerya- 
poiot ap np es 08 oh rape wy 
y it, reatare, Chat it , 
by. that Law, _ the Firſt Cauſe hath eh 
hath ſome things in him common with 
x tour Beings, I wal thereo! hath the 
ſame Natural End, viz. the Pre ELVALAG of 1:15 th. 
D 3 filtguce - 


FL 


iſtence, by the ſame Law of Nature; which he doth, 
and may, and ought to preſerve, as'other Creatures 
_ do. But if he have a higher of Being than other 
Crearures , then conſequently he hath theſe' :wo chings - 


different from other Creatures, 


1. A higher End than other Creatures planted in 


bim by che Firſt Cauſe , whereinto he is, or ſhould 
be carried. | 
2, A higher and different Law given by the Firſt Cauſe 
in order to that End,, which whiles he follows he is 
.moſt wiſe, becauſe moſt conformable ro the Will of 
his Maker , and moves to a ſuitable End to himſelf, 
by a ſuitable Means , and which when he declines, he 
is more -bruitiſh than the Beaſt , becauſe the either 
moves to rio End, or by ſuch a Rule, by which-ic is 
impofſiblehe ſhould attain ir. . | 
"© The Concloſion then is , That Man was by the Firſt 
Cauſe made for an End anſ{werable to his own Per- 
feftion by ſuch a Rule or Law as was by the Firſt 
Cauſe ordained to be conducible to this : That 
| & 41] other Ends and PerfeQtions that are below 
the 'uttermoſt hight and Perfetion of Man may con- 
fiſt with this End; for we are not to conceive fo im- 
Providently of the Firſt Cauſe, that he ſhould pur a 
Thing in {ach a degree of being, that the -Ends and 
Rules incident to any+conſideration of him ſhoald be 
- inconſiſtent with his Supream End; all. ſtood coge- 
ther ; but if by any caſualty it ſhould fall our that there: 
' were an inconſiſtency , all the Subordinate Ends muſt 


ive way to this Sopream End: That the purſuit of 


this great End , whatſoever it is, by this Rule, is exaQt- 
ly conformable to the Will of the Firſt Cauſes Ke 
is, Man doth two works at once, God's work and 
his own: That this is the Great Buſinef$ of Man, the 
higheſt act of Wiſdom, deſerves all his labour, ſtudy, 
and endeavour , and all the reſt of his —_— he 
q \ or Q 
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Week jn.cither loſt abous,, or worſe, if pot ſubſer- 
_W e to enquire into theſe three things :- 
1, Wherei confits the. Eminence of the being of 


Man aboye. Creatures; for without this, we can- 
not knoy, that Perfection which mult be the obje&t of | 


deſire.” Oo | 
MF, Wir this Perfection, that is..thus to be de: 
1.3. By what Means, and bow it is attainable. 


IR Ennns, ——— 


| NT NIE 


| CHAP 1 | 
Of Man, his Excellence above other Crtatires, 


HE Goodneſ+ of the Wiſe Creator was communicated 

ro bis Effets, 1. in giving them a_Being, 2. un 

__ oy 1 5 Ko. 0 tection in 

themſelves anſwerable ro the degree of their Being, 

, a Motion or Deſire to the attaining and conſerving 
conſequent! 


8 


is the. V 
a Rule or Law wherewith it is indued to regulate 
and and enable. his Motions in the attaining of 


in all Creatwres below Man, every thing 

own Preſervation and Perfection by a 

an ond oh the Fiſt 
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orton: Nay in the very Diſloly- 

this.is that which moves the in- 


PF. lid. D N ” ad-h" ab . aL 1 
6 EI SY me » <3 ay pgs one ha 2 wn, oF * Lo 
b. - Py - , jp 37 

_ . \ keg 

n — L w % .. | Non 
1 Gran, TH: Wl fo 3 ”", 

: ” - + C 

4s *; , . ” Y \ £ 


_— 
£5 
{+ 
4 
I 


we EE hi 


jn ather turers , 


or Na = 1 hut ny 

The firft thing therefore examinable is; Wherein 

Rok this whardages of May above other Creatures : _ 
eſtionleſs that is i» bis Sox, Which 
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2 horrid Offence, though with the greateſt e- . 
recy and outward fecurity in the YVorld, Sed de his 
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know him, 
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Happineſs an 
Material or Mortal, | 
1, Not Material, \- penn Frag not proportion 


from hence as it is moſt rational to conclude, that an 
Object of the Senſe can never be that Good that ty 
Soul drives at , {0 it is moſt evident by two E 
ments ; 


7 Cnxo. 1I.. 


greg Pages 4s 


intenſe deſire a ; 
Senſual Appetite, that can be. oo 
ies and Opportunities that - 


Enjoyments he would find a Nauſeouſnels, a Satiety; 
a Wearinels. And-that is the reaſon that voluptuous 
Men _ von 0. on to-another. , Which 
thou ionable to that 
-—— Famed yy yer Wy ſomewhat with- 
m_ whic is ſtill empty and w_ 
ih nor. 6 taſt thoſe: Enjoyments, and: cries after ſome- 
thing thas 3 Lo Lov be mare ſatable to it, ww the Man 
not kno wang wie: that is, travels from one thing to , 
another to ;—_ to ſatisfie that Deſire , but 
nn ON he light uporvthat Good that is Immaterial. 
= itual the Object i 0 more 
farisfaion it breeds. Hence the Soul 
Spiritualize all that cometh into ic by abſtraftions _ 
rational dedutions. And from hence a mers 
natural Men , the Contemplatiye is the e moſt happy 
becauſe he fits his Soul with Food in ſome mea 
anſwerable to it. And accor to the levity or 
weight, vani Ay; of or reality of the , this Enjoy- 
ment is div 
2: Not Mortal or periſhing. As the want of a yro 
portion between the” Immarterial nature of t 
and Material Qbje&s, renders them unp he Sou 
unſatisfaRtory to the Soul; If there wee fincah 
neſs between their Natures, yet if there were a {uit- 
.ableneſs in or. Duration, it wants ;-ndprah is ne- 
ceſſfrily required. to Happineſs , or an werable 
to the Soul, and that upon a double Reaſon, 


r, In 
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nb Woory Soul, he did order that Soul to 
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"- 3. An Aive and Diſcurfrve Power, whereby the Un- 
derltanding isable to work upon thoſe Objects thus recei- 
ved and retained, and deduce Conclaſions and Conle- 
Ls from them: So that though the foundation of 
=p png Mocop be from i yo a tidy dare 
impr om wi upon n1,: yet when they 
= ONCE png this read diſcatfve 'part of the Un- 
ding C20 draw millions of Contlufions, create 
bo Mixtures , and entia rationis,, which h preſent 
not themſelves at ing to the paſſive Underſtanding, 
The Rule whereby'th is Active Power of the Un+ 
derſlgding works works, is that we al Reaſon, which is but 
Divine Light rt. of the Ima age of 
. God in Man, ME Bi 2D in-all bis Ac 10nsS, 
if ri tly uſed. De hoc infra. © 
 *Nowas all pe of the or Paſſive Piers are perfec&- 
ed by then rec the Qbje& which may fill chat va= 
cuity ,. whi ih the” Powerz and as all Powers 
yes F keg ected 'by Ads and Habits; {0 are 
theſs rt os nega ; They have their ſeveral Ads 
and. Habits, w red they are perfected and moved : 
1. Knowledge, and this I may call of two kinds: --* 
t. Paſſive Knowledge , which' anſwers to the Paſſiye 
part-of the Underſtanding. Such"is 'the Knowledpe 
of Simple Apprebesfions, which come through the Senſes, 
end the Knowledge of Principles , and theſe are of two 


1, Such as are per ſe ne, and without any" (Aeiy- 
mentation are ſubſcribed unto , as many Principles in 
the Mathematicks.” * 

2. Such as ate inſtribed in the Heart of Man by the 
Maker of Man. Thius without all} queſtion "at firſt, 
God did indite his Faw in the Heatt F Man z bur this 

not eſſential.to the Soul, he retained his 
Intelle&ua! Soul; his Principles of is kind were bb- 
literated: ard therefore ic was the Mercy of God from 

| cime 
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time'to time to takes them into Man's Paſtericy; 


Sed de hoc infra. 
or Diſcurſive Knowledge. = botroms | 


2, Attive 
ſelf n thoſe dons le a reno: Pri are.inthe 
it Pp Y 


Paſhve wer > eh 
f the _ tandng) and up g things'from. their 
1c in ng Cap the Effect to 1 


e, and abi was Ly by the. aid: of that. 
Cay ule of Rea yp which the God: of Widow bon 
put into the Soul ;/aprives co thoſe Truths, that lien 
the Creature , 25 Gold in the Stone, beyond the teach 
of Senſe to acquire. 

'Now in this- relpe& the Underſtanding: of Man i - 
of vaſt and boandle(s' Capacity {.and-is capable tore: 
ceive' all the things'in-che' World, and; nothing:chat 3s 
finite- can ' Gatichien; it/And; hence it i is, 'that-it- moves 
from'one thing to;another;, to-meer: with. ſomewhat 
tliat-may (atis e the vaſt Comprehenſion of ic Ki It.1 
 ttve, the highet'anid mare” nobleche Objef is, that-is 
known, the tthovs Uelight aud ſat&fatign it 4"; bac 
yet all is tog ſtrair and narrow to ſarishe it. .; 
cond meet with an-Objed to which ie-mi mi beer! 
perfetly , and tar:vvere large-enoughro, fill ic , 4 
ts Fahy nds dapper Bane hep 

ppineſs | it 
found "ur eo-whict itr moſt thaturally.- moves; x; 
hap I \Now/ncthiag can-o8: bue it 
der{tanding- 4545 capableigf 
Earth, \av464$/bf a How 
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body take up to more room in my Underſtanding 
than an atome. Therefore certainly I conclude that 
the Wiſe God, thar hath put my Underſtanding into 
ſuch: a motion, that: it cannot'-reſt in the knowledge 
of the Creatute,- and is too compurntive for it, hatt 
appointed himſelf to be the End,of my Underſtand- 
ingn this act or habit of Knowledge, w 1 ſhall 
| Obit: ilakey more than. ble to the 
ing.” This then is the End; and-gonſequently the Reſt 
=> -—— point of Knowledge , to. know my 
tor, | 


s: "iſs, This is nothing elſe ,, but-ſound Reaſon 
and it oo the whole' Man, yet « grit 
y refides' in the, Ulnderſtanditg- This 'is divert; 
ertleg a the lrhns Oo 4out iy it 


mind 
iſe Stateſman, &% 
aſgom of 
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of Riches, and Power, and Friends Settled Societies and 
Commonwealchs, and in order to theſe Policies, Laws, 
Trade, &c. Perpetuating of his kind by Propagation, 
Theſe Ends, and thoſe Means, when known, do de- 
nominate a Man Wiſe ; though this Wiſdom differs 
ia degrees ,- according to the ſeveral yalues of theſe 
' Ends: But any, or all of theſe, do not riſe to that 
Wiſdom,that is the proportionable Wiſdom of a Man z 
becauſe theſe, as they are but temporary, and die with 
the Man, ſo they are but extrinſecal , and come not 
up to the value of the Soul. The Wiſdom anſwers 
ble to a Man, is that which orders him to his Ever 
laſting and Spiritual End , by thoſe Means that are 
ſuitable to it. 

\ 3. The due Proſecution of this End by theſe Means; 
ep are three great Follies in the Actions of Man- 
ind : 

1. In making that an End of his Actions, which iri 
truth is not , but only a means in order to ſomething 
elſe : for inſtance, Riches are in truth nothing but a 
Means tending to our outward preſervation and ſup+ 
port againſt Injuries and Neceſlitiesz the like of Ho- 
nour , and Power; but when a Man ſhall move fo- 
wards Riches, or Honour, or Power, to that end that 
he may be rich or great, here is a miſtake and 4 folly 
in reſting in that as the End, which in truth is nothin 
- nor of no value, but in order to Preſervation of it {elf, 
and of that Society wherein he is, and conſequently 
of himſelf; WS 

. 2. In miſapplying Means to that End at which he 
drives, which though the End be right , is follyz buc 
if the End be miſtaken, is double folly. He that makes 
ow his End, if he ——_— to _ it by playing 
at Lice, Or « unht MEAans , miſſes bot 
End, and Means of it. 


E 3. In 
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. In Proſecution of inferiour Ends immoderately, 
and without ſubordination to higher Ends. The Wile 
God hath ſo ordered all things, eſpecially Man, with 
that order and ſubordination , that all his Ends may be 
profecuted by all due Means; yet one End, Means, 
or Proſecution, not injurious , but rather helpful to 
another: and the want of diſtin&tion in our Ends, 
Means ,and Proſecutions, breeds that diſorder,confuſion 
and folly among men in their actions and Ends. Meat 
and Drink is neceffarily conducible to my preſervati- 
on; I may, and by the Law of Nature am bound to 
uſe it: Wealth and Riches are a means conducible to 
proviſion of thoſe fupplies , and to the propulſion of 
the injuries of neceſſity and Men : Honour and Power 
in Civil Societies, are conducible to the ſupport and 
well ordering of that Society, which is my defence 
againſt the Injuries that I may receive from another 
man or men: All theſe may be uſed, and all (o far 
from hindering one another in my preſervation and 
outward Felicity, that they are all condacible to the 
ſame End; and not only fo, bur may be conſiſtent with 
the proſecution of my high and fupream End, and affift- 
ing to mein it, when I uſe them with ſubordination co 
it: But without this right uſe of things to their own - 
Ends, and with their due Subordination, all.chings prove 
nnuſefal and deſtructive to it ſelf, and one to another»: 
My eating and drinking turn to Luxury and Exceſs, 
and become deſtructive ro me, and conſume that 
Wealth, _ ogy be the Jon of ly. ConN- 
veniences, and my ſupport againſt Injuries : My par- 
ſuic of Wealth turns to Covetouſneſs and Sordidneſs, 
whereby 1' ftraiten my ſelf in the ſupply of ny 
Conveniences, and lay my ſelf open to d 


own 
tion 
curſes, and envy of others; m_—_y is hecome the 


means of my ruine, which well di ; be 


the means of my preſervation : My Honour and Power 
is 


hs. 
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is turned into vanity and, tyranny, whereby. become 
the envy,! ſcorn; and deteſtation of that Sacety, where- 
in conſiſts my outward ſafety ,,expoling'my felf to be 
ruined by 'the Society whereof Iam a Member ,. and 
the Society to the ruine of others, by my improvident 
managing of my Power. And in this inoxginate- pros 
ſecution of any of them j without the'dug; ſybordi- 
nation of all to my ſupream End , I loſe-tmmy; Happi- 
neſs , miſerably miſpending the utmoſt and -;heightof 
my Endeavours to the- attaining of. that 4 which is 
below me, and yet loſe the End , which-may' bg had 
by them ; if purſued with due ſubordination to my 


great | #$ | 

By what hath been premiſed, we ſee a: double dif 
ference: 1. between bare Knowledge and, Wiſdom 5 
2. between that Wiſdom which is particular, 'and.thar 
which is the Supream Wiſdom. +: nt 

The difference between the.two formers, 1, In 
their Obje&t 3 though everv- Scibi/e! 1s the: Object of 
Knowledge, it. is not of Wiſdom. -z. In the Uſe; 
Many ' things ' are known' only , that they may be 
known; but Wiſdom is-in order to Action and Mo- 
tion to the thing known, as profitable , -or from it, as 
hurtful 3-it is'an a& of -practical Underſtanding , not 
purely ſpecularive. tvs 3:17 180 

The difference between the two latter: that whicli 
is particular Wiſdom, is but temporary , ſubſervient 
principally to the Body j fubordinate, and: when it 
wants its- due fubordination, proves irrational : but 
the other is perpetual , becauſe fixed upon a perpetual 
End, prificipally concerning the Soul; ſfupream and 
unpte withoat mixture .of - any thing in it below 


3- Conſciexvce, Which is a high a& of the Under- 
ſtandings for as Wiſdom looks and rfioves forward, 
by the right Rule or Principle , to the right End, fo 

p Conſcience 


$2 Of the Knowledge of God, ' ParT T: 
Conſcience'Jooks backward, and meafares the as 
and motions of the Soul , by theſe Rules or Principles, 
and confiſts of three Propeſitions : 

1. It doth of ncceiicy preſuppoſe a Rule or Prin- 
ciple given unto Man, directing him in his motion to 
his Supream End. We ſee all things natural have 
ſome Principle, Inſtin& or Law, whereby they are car- 
ried to their ſeveral Ends and Operations : That which 
is in them an Inſtin, was to Man a Law, becaule be- 
| ing indued with Underſtanding and Will, he was 

fuſceptible of a Law, which interiour Creatures were 
not. Now '2s the interruption of that Law or Rule 
in Natural things, brings an Obliquity and Irregular 
4n their motions , and fo diverts them from that End, 
to which otherwiſe they would arrive; fo the Violation 
of this Law or Rule given to Man, doth at once ſub- 
jet him to a threefold Miſchief : 

1. A Lo that End, which the regular motion, 
according to that Rule, which God gave him , would 
have carried him unto : for the Wiſe God, havi 
diſpoſed all rhings to their Endsz hath done it in, an 
according to- thoſe ways, which he hath preſcribed 
them to move in to thoſe Ends. 

2. A Defarmity and Uncomelineſs contracted by. the 
violation of that Rule. When the Creatiires came out 
of God's hands, they were Good and Beautiful: that 
Beauty and. Goodnets conſiſted in nothing elſe but a 
Conformity to the Will of God in their Beings , Mo- 
tions, and Ends: if any of that Conformity be altered, 
there ariſeth preſently a Deformity , uſeleſneſs and un- 
comelineſs in the Creature. The ſame it is with Man; 
he received, queſtionle(s, a Rule to live and move to a 
moſt ſuitable End, and conformable to the Will of the 
Firſt Cauſe, that ordered him to that End : as long as he 
moves conformable to that Rule, he moves according 


to the Will of his Maker, to a molt ſuitable End : ann 
when 
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when once he violates that Rule, he contracts a Defor- 
mity, Ataxy, and Uncomelineſs by ſuch violation. 

3. An Otligation to ſome Poſitive Puni t annexed 
co the violation of that Law : for let us ſuppoſe any 
Creature, wanting Will and Underſtanding, that did 
notwithſtanding, not move according to this Rule, by 
this he would moſt clearly contract the two former, 
viz. Loſs and Deformity : but, where a Law- is given 
co a Creature endued with theſe Faculties ,,the viola- 
tion of the Law ſo given, includes in ir , not only a 
Privative Offence, as I may call it, to which a Pri-. 
vative Puniſhment may be anſwerable, but a Poſttive 
Rebellion, Rejeion, and Diſobedience to, that Duty, 
and Subje&ion he owes , and is enabled-'to perform 
to his Maker : and therefore it is moſt-juſt and ra- 
tional , that there (ſhould be added, as a Sandtion to 
that Law, ſome Poſitive Pegalty to revenge ſuch a 
violation 3 that as the Obedience to that Rule, would 
carry a Man to a Poſitive Good , ſo the Diſobedience 
thereunto ſhould be followed with more than a bare 
privation of that | 

This then is the firſt Propoſition, that is laid in the 
Underſtandirig or Conſcience, this or that is Com- 
manded to be done or omitted , as the Rule or: Law 
given by God, to carry me to my ſupream End and 
Happineſs, the yiolation whereof , ſubjects me to 
Loſs of that Happinefs, to a Deformiry and Diſcre- 

to the Will of my Maker, to the Curſe or 
tion of that Law. | 

Without the knowledge of this Propoſition, the 

work or aft of Conſcience is aſleep; therefore 

it isneceſlarily to be preſuppoſed, for it is the ſupream . 
Reſolution of all Obligation in the World, both of 
Laxs, Contradts and Oaths, as appears before, And 
according as this Principle is either true or falſe,clear or 
gubjous, {o are the actings, and concluſions of che Con- 
E 3 {cience, 
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ſcience, trye' or erroneous, quick or. dull. It con- 
cerns us therefore to enquire; ' How theſe Principles come 
ito the Vnderfanding. re 

"We find'in the Creatures, ſeveral Inſtindts, inci- 
dent almoſt ro every Creature, which are connatural 
with it :' We may obſerve likewiſe in Man , diſpoſi- 
tions/ and inclinations of ſeveral kinds, common to 
whole Nations, Climates, Families , which though 
they incline the Men to actions and carriages , ſuitable 
to thoſe ſeveral diſpoſitions, yer are not Laws or Prin- 
ciples of Nature. 

** Theſe Principles therefore of the Divine Law, called 
Natural Ptinciples of Conſcience, are in the Under- 
ſtanding theſe ways : 

' 1, Swperhaturally, Thus Almighty God did at firſt 
igive Man a Copy of his Will, thewed to his Under- 
ſtanding'.and Will, commanded him to obey it : and 
this perfed&t diſcovery he made at firſt, and whea it 
decayed after the Fall of Man, it is evident he did by 
Divine Inſpiration and Revelation, reinforce and dif- 
cover it, as appears by the holy Hiſtory. 

* 2, Artificially, by Tradition, from the firſt Man to 
his Poſterity, and from one Man to another. For 
though rhe Man loſt much of his Light and Know- 
ledge; by'the Fall, yet he was not without divers of 
thoſe Principles, which God at firſt ſhewed him. 

"3. Naturally 5 viz. by the help of Reaſon and 
Diſcourſe; for although if a Man were bred up from 
his Infancy without any manner of Inſtructions, it 
would be very difficult for him to take up of himſelf 
any ' ſound Principles of Nature, yet I do believe 

t- the- Divine Law given to Man, hath that Juftice 

and agreeableneſs'to right Reaſon, that when once 
the motions of Reaſon had any materials of Obſerva- 
tion ' ro work upon, it would incline ſuch a Man, 
though weakly , 'to ſome, though not all of chofe Di- 
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vine Laws , which were firſt perfe&ly written in the 
Heart of the firſt Man. The Precepts of the Divine 
Law, though they be not —_ with us, yet many 
of them are fo rational , - and hold ſuch a conformity 
with right Reaſon, that Reaſon exerciſed, would light 
upon ſome of them. Hence ſeveral Nations, that we 
know not ever to have had correſpondence one with 
another , yet agree in many Natural Obſervations and 
Cuſtoms, as agreeing to the common Reaſon of both, 
and the Wiſe God having fo ordered the Bulineſs of 
this World, that thoſe Laws, which he gave to Man, 
beſt and moſt rationally conduce to his Good here, 
as well as hereafter , as 15 moſt evident in the Precepts 
of che Firſt and ſecond Tables. Thus much for the 
firſt Propoſition of Conſcience. 

2 The ſecond or Minor Propoſition of Conſcience, 
is the ſtating of what I have done, whether in Con- 
formity or Violation of that Law , which is eng 
but a Reflex act of the Soul , looking into the Intel- 
le&tual Memory, and impartially ſtating what I have 
done. And by this a Man may fee that the Divine 
Law doth not look at all upon the outward a&, as 
the violation or performance ef it , but fo far forth 
only, as it is an effe& of the Soul and Will, And 
hence it is, that the judgment of the Conſcience looks 
upon the work within. It is true when the a& of 
the Will is full and compleat, it is teſtified by the 
outward action , but it is not the outward action that 
' makes the violation or performance. This thea is the 
ſecond Propolition or Afſumption, This or that I have 
done or omitted. 

3- The third Propoſition is the Concluſion , either 
of acquittal or condemnation, of obligation to that 
Guilt, which ariſeth upon the breach of that Law, 
Lol of my End , Detormity, and liablenes to the 

urtg. | 
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Thuz far concerning. the Underſtanding , and the 
Acts of it, the ſecond - is the will, where- 
by the Soul is moved tothe Delre and Proſecution 
of rhat which is Good. Ir is true, that all Powers cairy 
with them a Natural Appetite or Motion to that 
which is the Object of that Power, and conſequently 
comes under the Name and Notion of Good : the Un- 
derſtanding naturally moves-to know its Obje&, as to 
a Good ſuitable ro that Power ; the Senſes move to 
their Objects; the. Eye is not fſatished with Seeing, nor 
the Ear with Hearing : the Natural Appetite moves to 
the enjoyment of ſach a Good , as may fill and anſwer 
the want or exigence of the thing that hath that Appe- 
tite. But the difference between the Motions of the Will 
and other Faculties, is conſiderable in two things : 

' 1. In the Objett, Generally the Object of the Will. 
is Good: and this diſtinguitheth it from the Under- 
Itanding , whole Object 1s Truth : ſo that though the 
ſame thing is che Object of both , yer thole Faculties 
faſten upon it under ſeveral Notions, as the ſame 
body may be the object of my Eye as coloured , and 
of my Touch as hard : and though Good and Good- 
neſs is an Ohje&t of my Underſtanding, as a Scibile, 
whereby my Underſtanding examines the Truth, the 
Nature, the Circumſtances, the Degrees, the Suit- 
ableneſs of it; yet it is an Object of my Will, as ap- 
petible or deſirable, which is nothing elſe, but the 
motion of the Soul to Union with that it concludes to ' 
be Good, and ſuch a Good hath theſe 2ualities: 

1. It muſt be a Peſſible Good : and this hath a 
double Reaſon: 1. Becauſe this is an Inclination put 
into the Soul by the Wiſe Maker of the Soul , who 
never did any thing in vainz and therefore never put 
any motion 1n any thing , ta ſuch a thing which is un- 
attainable ex natura rei : It is true de fatto it may fall 
oat that Good to which the Soul is moved , may = 
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be attained by reaſon of ſome extriaſecal interveni- 
ence ; and yet ex natura rei the Good may be attainable. 
2, Becauſe the Will is a Rational Faculcy, and though 
of ic {elf, it moves indeterminately to all Good , yet 
when it moves to any determinate Obje& , it moves 
upon the predecifion of the rational Underſtanding ; 
Now it were a mere irrational a& to move, and im- 
po thing that it ſhould move to that which che 

aderſtanding doth not in ſome ſort conclude poſſible 
to attain: for the end of Defire is union to the thing 
defired 3 and were there not a Pofibility of Union 
concluded in the Underſtanding , there would be an 
impoſſibility to' will it, or move after it. 

2, It muſt be a Suitable Good to the Exigence, Na- 
ture and Condition of the Subject that defires it: r. To 
the Exigence of the Subje&t: And this is evident in all 
motions of all things : they move to that which is ape 
to fill up and ſupply that vacuity, which is inthe thing 
defiring it, even in natural, as well as rational Ap-- 
petites : the Hungry Man his Appetite is not for 
Clothes, but Food. 2. Aecording to the Condition of 
the Subje& : A Senſitive Appetite moves to a Sen- 
fitive Good; and a Rational, ro a Rational Good; 
and an Immortal , to an Immortal Good. And al- 
though Man conſiſts of ſeveral Pieces), and therefore 
hath ſeveral Exigences and Conditions, and conſequent- 
ly moves to ſeveral Ends anſwerable thereunto, and 
the Will is carried to thoſe Ends: yet when the Will 
is rationally and regularly moved , it moves to- the 
Inferiour Ends or Good , with ſubordination to that 
whch 5s the Greateſt Good, and therefore reſts not in 
them , nor is ſatisfied with them: Nay, though by 
reaſon of Ignorance or other Accident it miſtake , or 
know not, or forget its Supream End, it takes no 
full SatisfaQtion in thoſe Inferiour Goods : Though it 
knaw not what to. deſire, yet in all the Enjormonny 
0 
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of theſe inferiour Deſires, it finds that it hath nor what 
it ſhould, and that breeds diſcontent, wearineſs, and 
changeable purſuits of empty and unſatisfying pleaſures 
and profits, and contentments. - 

Now the Will is carried to its Obje&, by a double 
Principle of Motion : 

1. Original : That Great and Wiſe God , that hath 
put in all chings, Inclinations to their ſeveral Ends, 
hath put this will in Man, to move to his End : wherein 
he hath at once fulfilled his own Willz He did it be- 
cauſe it pleaſed him3, and led Man to his Happineſs 3 
for this we may moſt clearly ſee in the Frame of all 
things; His Wiſdom and his Goodneſs is ſuch, that 
the Duty and the Happineſs of his Creature, are neyer 
ſevered; When the Creature moves to the fulfilling 
of his Maker's Will, he moves in the ſame a& to his 
own Perfection and Happineſs. 

2. Immediate: The Underſtanding is the Seat 
where God hath ſet his Light , the Light of Reaſon ; 
the Deciſion or Determination of Reaſon is, or ſhould 
be, the Guide of our Will : Now the Determination of 
Reaſon and Underftanding is twofold: = 

I. General , That whatſoever tends to the Good of 
the Subje&, is to be defired and proſecuted , and that 
according to the ſeveral degrees of that Good , accord- 
ingly ought the deſire and proſecution to be: if there 
be two Goods propounded , the one more perfect, 
univerſal, &c. than the other, then though both may 
be purſued, yet this with ſubordination to that. 

2. Special, Specificating and determining this' or 
that to be Good, and giving the degrees thereof, 
which is or ſhould be the meaſure of the motion of 
. the Will. This'is the laſt a& of the Practical Under- 
{tanding: For though all Good be the Obje& of the 
Will in its Latitude, yet the Will faſtens particularly 
upon that Good , which by the Underſtanding | r pre: 
en 
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ſented to be | his Chiefeſt Good :. and. in oeder.zo the 
Union unto. this Good , .is the Motion of the Will 
and ſabſervient to this Motion, #5.the the oy al i 
fions and Aﬀettions of the Soul ; w 

mpreſſions of the actions She Will op <p a the Boo 

= Spirits, whereby the Will excitet 

coth choſe external ations in the body , W 2997 proc to 
the execution of its commands , therefore I omit 


them 

Us what hath been ſaid , may appear, wherein 
lies apr 38 Canſe of Mars as "a to his Su- 
pream End: l: lies in the Defects. of his Underſtand- 
ing and his Will. 

1. For hjs Underſtanding : If this hach either no Li 
or a falſe t, the Will is miſguided : The 
of. Man will be moving to ſome ing.or other a 
IT SHn Es oct 
2 work, which, it not rightly TN up 
br 3h Good) KEE Pr EN 
tion of the body eta or the preſent 
opportunity ſuggeſts and UL p0en and puts the inten» 
tion of the Will upon it 3 as Pleaſures, or Profits, or 
Honours , or'empty Speculations : and yet in the pur- 
ſuic of theſe a Man (that hath almoſt any Intellectuals, 
though it my be he arrive not t9 the true and poſi- 
tive Knowledge of what is his Supream End) mon 
commonly s, that this is not; and though ſome- 
times he knows not why , yet he is fick and weary of 
them , as unſatisfying and deceiving thingsz wheraas 
the true cauſe is thar diſproportion they bear to the 
nature of the Soul, and are not that End, to which it is 
ordained and would moye, if it. knew it, and . how ta 
attain it. Again, though the Underſtanding doth ſome- 
times find, that theſe are not the things will make me 
happy , but I ſpy the true and Everlaſting Happineſs, 
yet the Conviction is not ſo ſtrong and evident , that 
ic 
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it dares conclude the purſuic thereof to be preferred 
before the preſent Enjoyment of thoſe delights, which 
we are {ure of : and from hence it comes to pals , that 
the competition of theſe preſent Enjoyments will 
ſoon ſtarve and famiſh theſe uncompleat Convictions, 
and all purſuits in the Will of them. Theſe and the 
like defe&s happen in the Underſtanding. | 

2. In the Witt, which hath loſt her Liberty to fol- 
low her Light, and is captivated by the Senſual Ap- 
petite. The Underſtanding, being rightly inlight- 
ned, Sn to the Will ſeveral Ends; the Subordi- 
nate Ends, Preſervation of the Compoſitum by Meat and 
Drink, acquiſition of Wealth, to provide theſe Conve- 
niences, obtaining of Power to ſecure that Wealth;-the 
Supream End, Bleſſedneſs, and that wherein it conliſts; 
ſhews the Will, that the Value of theſe Ends muſt be 
the meaſure of her purſuit of them , viz. with ſubor- 
dination to the Supream End in order to it, and bids 
her beware of turning the Subordinate Ends to Ulti- 
mate Ends : But the Senſual Appetite, either before 
the Counſel of the Underſtanding, hath precipitated 
the Will into a violent purſuit of thoſe preſent and 
ſenſible Goods, or ſo bewitched her after in the en- 
joyment thereof, that it can no more liſten to the en- 
rertainment of the purſyit of a future Spiritual Good, 
than if it had no Reaſon : the Beaſt in Man hath got 
the Man upon his Back, and runs away with him, 
contrary to the cries and dictates even of Reaſon that 
ſhould rule it. And of theſe and the like defects, all 
Mankind is fick, both in his Underſtanding and Will, 
and cured we muſt be, before we can clearly and unt- 
formly move to owr Swpream End, which , what it is, 
is the next Inquiry, 


CHAP, 
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CHA F.-v. 
Of the Supream End of Man. 


H AT is that Good for the Sons of Men? as it 

was the greateſt Inquiry of the Wiſeſt of Men 
ſo it is that Problem that hath tortured the Wits, and 
wearied the purſuics of moſt of the Children of Men, 
that have been in the World. The univerſalicy. of the; 
queſtion grows from that reſtleſs motion in the Sobl 
of Man after ſome End, which puts every Maa at laſt,; 
upon the proſecution of ſomewhat as his End, though. 
it may be nor upon the ſpeculative and critical inquiry: 
concerning it. As the ordinary rational  foculey ol the 
Soul, teacheth a Man to conclude rationally , though: 
he have not that artificial Reaſon, of Reaſon, which 
is acquired by fpeculation and ſtudy, And as this is 
the cauſe that puts many upon the Inquiry, and alt 
upon the Proſecution of ſome End, ſo the difficulty 
of the Deciſion doth. produce that variety of Jadge- 
ments and Praftice concerning this , which are impo{- 
{ible all ro be found and true, but poſhbly they may 
be all falſe,in as mach as there can be but one Supream 
Good and adequate End of Man , which. is his'Hap- 
pinels. And from hence it is, that among(t-the: fe- 
veral determinations of Men concerning this matter; 
each do- abundancly convince the other, to be errors 
and miſtakes, and though none do ſufficiently fatisfie 
and convince a Man, that it is the right; yet doth 
abundantly ſatisfie , that the adverſe Opinion is- mi- 
ſtaken concerning this Point , becauſe the Truth is but 
one, the relt are all Errorsz. and though ſome carry 
more likelihood of Reaſon than others , yet ic carrie 
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ſo much diſtance from Truth, that it is diſcernable not 
to be the Truth, and the miſtake is not only evident 
to Reaſon, but even to Senſe it ſelf. That Man 
that would go about*to perſwade me, that Happineſs 
conſiſts in Corporal Pleaſures ,-. outward good of 
Body or Porttine ,- Wealth or Honours, Knowledge 
of all created Beings, pratice of Moral Virtues, &c. 
I need no other conviction of the falſity of theſe, bur 
this, That in the midſt of any, or all of theſe, I till 
find thoſe affections in 'my Soul; that cannot conſiſt 
with Happineſs, but mingles Miſery with this thia and 


empty Happineſs: 

I, Deſt of ſomewhat 'more, or ſomewhat elſe, 
which TI have not , which ariſeth not from the Good- 
neſs'of' what I enjoy, but from the Emprinefs and 
Natownels of it. _ | 
''2, Conſequently Grief for what I want , and have 

nor. --- <a 
3. Fear of Lo of whar I have, 
" And never any Min in this World, in all the En- 
joyments he ever had ,' or was capable of ,. except that 
which we now intend to fpeak 'of ,” but in the midſt 
of all, had thefe three Aﬀections about him , a&tually 
working, which can never conſiſt with Happineſs. 

Now the general Grounds of theſe miſtakes in the 
practice of Men is, ' 1: The Error of their Judgment, 
2. The pets or: force of the Senſual Appetite , 
which precipitates and captivates rheit Judgment. The 
Speculative Error-arifeth from Ignorance, ' 

1. Of the Subjet, Man; for let it be but once 
granted , that the Soul of Man is an Intelleual Im- 
mortal Subſtance, all thoſe Opinions, which-place 
Happineſs in this Life, will be convinced c y 
falſe and vain. Burt though the Knowledge of this 
be ſufficient to rell me what is not my Happinefs, 
viz, That no temporal thing , no carnal pleaſure, no 

| conr- 
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contemplation of che Creature is commenſurate to the 
Nature and duration of the Soul , which is the beſt 
of Man, and conpngngnery is not, nor can be his 
End. Yet this, though 5: take him off from che wrong 
ways, it ſets him not in che right way, but leaves him 
at a ſtand. Therefore 
2. The ſecond Impediment, is the Ignorance of the 
Obje&t of this Happineſs, the want of the Know- 
ledge of God , which is the only Obje&t of all our 
Happineſs : the proof and demonſtration whereof, 


enſues. 

- By what hath been before ſaid, it is evident, 
1. That by the ply bo yay 1 of God, every 

thing is ordained to an End, to which it moves. 

' 2, That this End is ſuch a Good, as is anſwerable 

to the perfection of the Creature, which moves to it: a 

meer Natural Agent moves to a Natural End, a Sen- 

{itive, to a Senf1ble Good. 

3. That the higheſt Perfe&tion. of the reaſonable 
Creature, confiſts in his reaſonable Soul , by which he 
" 1s2 large degree above the Senfitives. 

Therefore to find out, herein that Good confiſts, that 
i the End of Man, we muſt take meaſure of the Soul, 
wherein conſiſts Man's Perfection 3 and : When or 
Where we can find a Good commenlurate to the Soul, 
there, and there only can we fix Man's Happineſs. 

1, The Soul of Man is 1»material, and confequent- 
ly, that - wherein conſiſts Happineſs , cannot be 
Material. This /takes off all Senhble Obje&s, as 
Pleaſures, Wealth, Ourward Pomp, nay, all the vi- 
ible Creatures,. from-being the Obje& of Man's Feli- 
city. It is as impoſkble to ſatisfie a Spirit with theſe 

» AS it is £0 feed! a Body with a Spirit: they 
hold not a proportion or conformity one to another, 
And from hence it is, that in that {mall {lender uſe 
that the Soul makes of the Creature, as it cannot en- 
cer 
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ter into the Soul, till it be ſpiritualized in the ſpecter, 
which are refined more and more , the nearer they 
come- to the- Soul, firſt in the Organ, then in the 
Phantaſie, ſo neither can the Soul make uſe of them 
to any purpoſe, being received, till by abſtraction it 
hath made them of the ſame nature with her ſelf. And 
from this diſproportion between the Soul and thoſe 
external Enjoyments, do ariſe that Unſatisfaorineſs, 
that comes by them to the Soul: for though they are 
* uſeful to the Body and the outward Man, and therefore 
they are delirable by the Soul it ſelf, in order to that 
End, yet they reach not fo far as the Soul, their End 


falls ſhort of it; and hence it is, that the Soul reſts. 


nor in the enjoyment of them; nay, though it ſee_not; 
its proper End, yet it finds a na/ewm in the excels of 


theſe, and therefore is reſtleſs, and moves from one: 


. Pleaſure to another. And this is likewiſe the reaſon, 
why every outward Pleaſure is greater in the Expeta- 
tion, than in the Fruition, becauſe the Imagination of 
the Soul, which is the Creature that the Soul forms, 
can bring it nearer to the Soul than the Creature, 
when it 1s enjoyed , can come: and this Imagination, 
as it doth delude the Soul, fo it likewiſe takes off 
much of that Content which may be lawfully found 
and uſed in the Creature; it makes the Purſuit too 
eager, and Fruition flat, in that it was over-expected. 

© 2. The Soul of Man is conſequently Immorta! , and 
its Felicity cannot therefore conſiſt in that! which can; 
root gypmerp with it. ogg rrp a Good 
im e, that in its own nature, proportion! 
with the value of the Soul, and yet were periſhable, it. 
were impoſſible, that in the enjoyment of this Good, 
could the Felicity of the Soul conſiſt : and that upon; 
theſe Reaſons, 


' 1. Becauſe the Duration of the Soul, is not divifible. 
and ſucceflive, taking it apart from the Body : A tem* 
porary 
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porary Felicity would be no Felicicy.. It is true, we 
meaſure out our time oy , as years, and weeks, 
and days , and hours, minares, but the So | 
not ſo; for though the duration thereof is not {imply 
indivifible, as in the Duration of Eternity , yer it is 
far more ſwift than ours, arid ſo would be. almoſt in- 
fenfible of a temporary Good , though of long con- 
tinuance. | ww 

2. Becauſe the determination of that Good, would 
onfoaapady. determine its Feliciry, fo it can be no 
perfect Happineſs. 


3. The very enjoyment of a moſt perfe& Good; 
that the Soul tooks upon as dererminable, is in that 
very enjoyment mingled with a diſcontent, grief, and- 
fear, which are abundantly ſufficient to rob the Soul of 
Felicity in that very enjoyment, when the Soul fhalf 
be taken up with ſuch ſad preapprehenfions and pre- 
expectations as theſe : © I now enjoy a good anſwer- 
© able to my deſires, and that fills up every the leaſt 
* yacuity and craving of my Will; yet I foreſee 
© that it is not laſting, a time muſt come when T muſk 
«loſe it, and it will die under my hand, and iN my 
* Immortal Being ſhall have continuance to all Erer- 
© nity, when my prefecs Enfoymece ſhall ferve but to- 
© increale my empti miſery with the ſenſe of 
© what I had, and loft. This Hand-writing upon the 
Wall, is enough to turn the higheſt Enjoyment, that 
is but temporary, into birterneſs in the very enjoy-- 
ment, much more thoſe vaitf and thin Pleaſures of 
this World, that never came near the Soul, but in a. 
deceitful Imagination. So then to the conſtitution of 
true Happinels for an immortal Subſtance, there is re- 
requiredan immortal Good. oo ob obs 

3. It muſt be a Good divided in its own Nature from 
the-Soal, 1 # cu pophng bh che End and SUPrean 
Good to it ſelf, bur the Firſt Lu, which oo es 
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ſelf-ſufficient : And that is manifeſt in the Motions of 
the Soul; for if it ſelf were the End of it (elf, it 
hath its End , and conſequently, would ceaſe to move; 
bur it is evident, that the Soul is not a Pure A, but 
receptive of ſomething diſtin& from it ſelf, ro which 
it moves, as to its End and Perfection. 

4. It muſt be a Trxe and Real Good : for ſince the 
Perfe&tion of the Soul, conſiſts in theſe two ative 
Faculties, the Underſtanding, whoſe Object is Truth, 
and the Will; and the principal uſe of eyery Faculty, 
js_in order to the Supream End of the Soul, which 
iS his Sammum Bonum; it is neceſlary , that that which 
# purſued by the Will, as Good , ſhould likewiſe be 
entertained by the Underſtanding, as True; and the 
higheſt Perfection of the Underſtanding, is about the 
Truth of that which is the Supream Good ; becauſe 
that Truth is the Supream Truth. The Truth of this 
Goodnels ſtands in oppoſition, 1 to that which ſeems 
to be Good, and is not at all; ſuch are meerly ima- 
ginary and phantaſtical Goods , when the Soul works 
an imaginary Good, and then works it ſelf into. the 
belief of it: 2. to that, which having a being, ſeems 
to be good, and is not : 3. to that, which though it be 
good, ſeems to be the Supream Good, but is net. It 
muſt therefore be an Intellectual Real Good. 

5. It muſt be an finite and Univerſal Good. The 
former qualifications, though each exclude ſomething, 
yet none Excludes all Creatures from being the Su- 
pream End of the Soul: Angels and Spirits are Im- 
material, Immortal, Intelle&ual Good, yer they want 
this one qualification, without which ic is 1umpoſ- 
ſible, that there can be the Obje&t, wherein con- 
fiſts true Happineſs. The reaſon is this, becauſe no- 
thing below an Infinite Good , can ſatisfie the infinite 
motion of the Soul. The motion and comprehenſion 
of the Underſtanding , though aRually , it doth not 
underſtand 
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underſtand all things finite, it may comprehend all 
finite things in the World: which is clearly evidenced 
by Experience : the moſt knowing Man in the World 
hath as much room for more Knowledge, as he had 
before he knew any thing : if a Man therefore knew 
all the finite things in the World, yet were not the 
Underſtanding ſo filled; bur were there more.to be 
known, he wouldhave room for it, and'conſ{equently 
a defire to it : Nothing then can fill and ſatiate the 
Underſtanding,but Infiniteneſs: yer we are not therefore 
to conclude , that the Underſtanding is commen(urats 
to the infinite nature of the Firſt Being:' no, that hath 
an actual Plenitade beyond the comprehen(1on of c 
Underſtanding : but the meaning is, God hath placed in 
the Soul of Man an Underſtanding potentially. infinite, 
that cannot be filled wich what is actually finite, as all 
Creatures are. And as the Motion of the Underſtand; 
ing is infinite and reſile(s, till it be filled with him 
that fills all in all, fo is the Motion of the Will, nos 
thing below an infinite Good can fatisfe it. And 
now, as: we have argued upward from-the Capacity 
and Vaſtne(s of the Soul and its Faculties, that no- 
thing below. an infinite Good can be its End , {o we 
muſt argue downward too : The Great and Wile 
Creator, who hath the diſpoſttion of all chings to their 
Ends, and who in his Infinite Wiſdom, 'hath put mo- 
tions and capacities in all things , conducing and fit 
for thoſe Ends, for which he hath ordained them, 
hath appointed himſelf to be the End of his Immortal 
Creature, and therefore hath put in the Soul, a Capa- 
city too large for any thing below himſelf; -and Mo- 
tions reſtleſs in any thing, but himſelf, The Concluſion 
therefore is, the Immortal Inviſible Creator of all 
things , that is infinite in Goodneſs and -Truth , hath 
been pleaſed to appoint himſelt to be the End of Man, 
wherein conſiſts his Supream Good 
2 


But 
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But it may be here conſiderable , How God can be 
the adequate Objett of Man's Felicity , ſeeing Man conſiſts 
of a Soul and Body united, which was ordained to an End 
of Happineſs as well as the Soul? To omit the confide- 
ration of the Reſurre&tion , de qua infra, I do con- 
ceive that God is the adequate Obje& of Man's Hap- 
pineſs, in reſþe& of his —_—_ as well as ſingly 
of his Soul , though in a different way of Communt- 
cation: The Communication of himſelf co the Soul, is 
more immediate and ſublime: the Communication to 
the Body and Compoſitum, mediate by Second Caules, 
enabling and blefling their operations. And I cannot 
queſtion, but in the firſt Creation, when the Soul en- 
joyed God as the Obje of her Happineſs, the whole 
Compofitum did partake of that influence in communi- 
cations of Happineſs anſwerable to every exigence and 
degree of its being. Sed de hoc infra, 

ow in as much as the Firſt Cauſe, is the laſt End of 
Man, and the only Object of his Happinels, it remains 
to be inquired what this Happineſs is, Or the Formal Reafon 
of it : for it-is poſſible, that there may be a Subje&t 
capable of Happineſs, and a Being that may be pro- 
portionable to that Capacity, yet the Subject not 
truly happy. The Beatitade therefore of the Soul con- 
fiſts in the Union of the Soul unto this Obje# of his Hap- 
pine(s : and this Union preſuppoſeth a doxble af : 

I. An a& or Prepenſion in the Sou! , moving it unto 
God, as to its End and Perfe&ion: and as the Great 
Creator did appoint himſelf to be the End of this his 
rational Creature, ſo he implanted in him a Propen- 
fion and Motion in him to that End; and that Propen- 
fion and Motion is not a'meer natural Inclination , but 
ariſeth from the fitneſs of thoſe high Faculties of Un- 
derſtanding and Will for ſo excellent an Obj In 
theſe he hath placed a Capacity or-Rectptibilicy in 
ſome meaſure of himfelf: and as every Power is = 
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ed in reference to ſomething elſe, that mzy aRuate and 
perfect it, and can moves after that Object 
whereunto it is ordained , ſo this Receptibility, which 
God hath placed in the Soul, doth, or at leaſt naturally 
ſhould, move to that Obje& , which alone can fill its 
vacuities and receptiveneſs. 

2, In as much as God is a Free Agent , though he 
gave the Soul theſe Faculties , yer ſo much is his Be- 
ing and Perfection beyond the reach and attainment 
of any finite Being, thar this Motion of the Soul can 
never overtake his Happineſs , unleſs there be like- 
wiſe an att of Condeſcenſion and Communion Of himſelf 
to the Soul : therefore there is neceſlarily required to 
the Happineſs of the Soul a Communication by 
God unto the Soul : And by this reciprocal a&, 
1, of the Soul to God, as the only perfeRion of it, 
2, of God to the Soul, filling the deſyygs thereof with 
himſelf, this Union and Happineſs is wrought. This 
Communication by God,is not of his Effence or Being, 
for that is incommunicable, and cannot be magjed with 
any Creature, but as objective; and for a fuller expli- 
cation of this, God is pleaſed to communicate himſelf 
to the Soul, according to the nature of theſe great 
Faculties , which he hath planted in it, iz. the Un- 
derſtanding and the Will. And as without relation 
to both theſe, it is impoſſible that Man ſhould be 
truly happy 3 ſo if both theſe be fully ſatisfied , there 
cannot want any thing to compleat his Happineſs , be- 
cauſe there is no other Faculty in the Soul , which can 
receive any further portion of Happineſs. 

I, The Communication of God to the Underſtanding, is that 
whereby he fills the ſame with the Knowledge and fight 
of himſelf. Here the Underſtanding hath an objec that 
ſatishes and fills all the reſtleſs motions of ic, wherein 
he reads the fatisfaRtion of all his doubts and inqui- 
ries, wherein, though upon oy. firſt view, it finds _ 

F & Jan 
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than enough to fill its vaſteſt comprehenſion ; yet eve; 
ry atome of its duration , makes new diſcoveries of 
what it thought it wanted not, the Object being infi- 
nitely too large for all the ſucceſſive aRings of created 
Underſtanding, to attain unto , much leſs in one a; 
an Object wherein the Underſtanding finds not only 
amplitude , but unimaginable delight, whiles it gi 
zeth on an infinite Perte&tionz an Object, which by 
che ſame act fills and inlargeth the Faculty and Capa- 
city of the Underſtanding, wherein the Underſtand» 
ing, though it enjoy his Object is not ſatiated , but ir 
reſts in it, is not tired with it. Every Power, in the 
enjoyment of its full and adequate Obje&t, hath com- 
placency and acquieſcence; which nevertheleſs is n0+ 
thing elſe, but a circular and reciprocal motion be- 
tween the Obje& and the Power : the Power is mo- 
ved with a fullwefire to the Object, the Obje& bein 
enjoyed, returns it {elf adequately to the deſire, — 
this 1s fo ſwift and imperceptible a motion, that it is 
called the Reſt of that Power. Thus it is with the 
Underſtanding, when it hath attained the knowledge 
of ſome excellent Art or Object below; It is true, 
this breeds ſome delight, but becauſe the Object that 
is known; is not adequate to the extent of the Un- 
derſtanding, it returns not an anſwerable return to the 
Underſtanding; and therefore, though it take ſome 
delight init, yet it is but faint and weak, but at ut- 
moſt, it reſts not in it, but moves to ſomething elſe; 
but this Obje& is more than adequate to the largeſt 
Underſtanding, and therefore when the Underitand- 
ing is filled with it, it cannot chooſe but reſt in it with 
the moſt abſolute complacence and delight, that that 
Power is capable of, | 
* 2, But though the Underſtanding were able to read 
all the Infinite Perfe&tions'of God , yet if that other 
Great Faculty be not ſatisfied, as it 1s wpoſhblx Us 
0 
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Soul ſhould be compleatly happy , ſo it is poſſible, ir 
may be extreamly miſerable, if whiles the Under- 
ftanding contemplated the Greatneſs, Power, and 
Goodneſs of God, the Soul ſhould not partake of ir, 
but that Power ingage againſt it: Therefore the ſecond 
part of the Happinels of the Soul, is the Communication 
of that Goodneſs of God to the Soul, whereof it is capable, 
and which the Will deſires , by letting in upon the Soul 
the beams and light of his! Love, his favour, his ac. 
ceptation, his delight in the Soul," whereby as the Soul 
moſt eagerly moves to him as his Chiefeſt Good, fo 
it pleaſeth him to entertain thoſe motions, and fills 
them with enjoyment of himſelf, and the fight and 
ſenſe of his love to it. This Union of God to his 
Creature , either in filling it with his Knowledge 
or his Goodneſs , we are not able to diſcover, only 
herein conſiſts Man's Happineſs, when his Ulnder- 
ſtanding is filled with his Maker's Light, and his Will 
with his Love; which creates a kind of mutual pro- 
priety between God and the Soul: 7 will be their God, 
and they ſhall be my People, 

Now though this may be the Happineſs of the Soul 
ſeparated, but how can this be ſaid to be the Happineſs 
of Man, which conliſting of a Body and inferiour Fa- 
culties ſubſervient thereunto, and to his ſubſiſtence as 
a Man? or whether, and how can this Happineſs be 
acquired or enjoyed by Man in this life, ſince his Soul 
now ads and moves organically, and according to the 
temper and accommodations of the Body , and fo is 
not capable of that clear and undiſturbed Knowledge 
of God, or ſenſe of his Love? and if it were, how 
_=_ that accommodate the neceſſities of his outward 

an ? 


Theſe things are to be conſidered to anſwer this 
Queſtion : | 
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1. What are the Degrees of Happineſs, attainable 
by the Sogl in this life? and wherein it conſiſts? 

2 What Happineſs is attainable for the whole 
Compoſitum or Frame of Man in this Life, and wherein 
it conſiſts ? If 
' Tonchung the former, we (ay: 

x.. There is not the ſame degree of Happineſs to 
be expected for the Soul in this Life , as there is when 
either it'is freed from the Body, or the Body freed 
from thoſe imperfetions of mixt Body which we 
carry about us. The reaſon is evident in both the 
great Faculties : in that of the Jnderſtanding, itworks 
now by Organs and Inſtruments of the Body , and is 
ſtraicened in its operations , according to the condition 
of thoſe Organs and Inſtruments 3 it ſees now with 
the Eyes of the Body , though it works ont of that 
fight higher concluſions, and if it had, as once it had, 
2 more clear and immediate Viſion of God, yet it 
could not' be fo capacious within the limits of the, 
Poop , as when the Soul were meerly ſpiritual, or the 

y ſpiritualized. Again, as to the Will, it cannot 

exerciſe the utmoſt of his aCtivity in the Love of God, . 
becauſe the neceflity of the humane condition requires 
ſome of its thought , proviſions, and motions: neither 
can it be ſo receptive of that infinite Love and Good- 
neſs of God, being confined and ſtraitened with a 
corruptible Body, as if it were at large. ' 
* 2. That the Wiſe God did provide a proportion- 
-able degree of Happineſs to the Soul in this Lifez and 
this upon the reaſons already given. Now in as much 
as the actings of the Soul in the Body are more in- 
compar and imperfe&t , that Happineſs that was (© 
ordained for it, though it were fully proportiongble 
jo the perfection of the aftings of the Soul here,'y 


. 


It was not ſo perfe&t as that Conſummate Happineſs, 
which was provided for' it hereafter z it was perfectly 
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oporionable the copiiſen of the Soul as it was 
Mn "his moos 6 agg wd va that en- 
joyment whi Lmi OY freed from 
the xm: which bs the Body and 
the Soul in the Body , wes leone to —_ Ha 
of the Soul ſeparate, fo queſtionlefs, as the 
the Body receives improvements and Ahn in 
its actings in the Body by the conjunRion with it, ac- 
cording to the variety of the temper , frame and con- 
nn of the , ſo the preſent enjoyment of 
ineſs in the might be more or les, if Man 
has continued in bs per ons 2 Child had not had 
the fame meaſure of internal Happinefs as a Man 
had , for though the ſubſtance of the Soul were the 
ſame, its operations in the Body were diverſified in 
, according to the variety of the tem- 
- "of the Body , which naturally the exercifeth 
in its Operations. 
. 3. That though ex xatur4rei, Man was ordained to 
temporal Happineſs in his Soul, yet it is evident, that 
ſomewhat intervened ,. and daily doth intervene, 
whereby that 10 coped is diverted and diſturbed , what 
he kite a if Hoppe of he Soul in this Lif, 
J4 gree of Happineſs 0 t OM 11 Firs Loſe, 
conſiſts in theſe 
1. Inan Anticipation , or Expectation, or Previſion 
of thr Hen par Lf which i it ſhall enjoy : This, thou 
not 2 real Fryition, yet it is very near it in the 
Soul : if a er le Pilgrim ſhould have a certain af- 
fargace, that after-twenty years walk, he ſhould be 
{ure to be inveſted in a perpetual Kingdom , wherein 
he ſhould have perfection of Eaſe Deligis , this 
rrenon of Ryo ine( is fo preſent in 
that it is in effe&, 'preſencly enjoyed, and oyer- -weighs 
the Ry recioulneſs of his J ourney, = 
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2. In a Conjunttion of the Soul to: Ged in Knowledge 
of him, Love unto him, and return of his Love to 
us, in 2 meaſure proportionable to-the capacity of our 
Underſtanding and Will.- This, though it be not per- 
fe&, but admits of increaſes, yet ex natara rei may: 
be proportionable to the moſt perfe&t operations. of, 
our Soul in the Body, and doth as far exceed all other. 
Happineſs in the World, as far as it falls ſhort of thar 
perfe&t Knowledge, Love, and ſenſe of the Love. of 
God, which ſhall be enjoyed hereafter. Were a Man 
from the higheſt Honour and Reputation in the World, 
caſt into the greateſt Scorn and Ignominy, that the 
moſt exa and exaſperated Envy could impoſe or 
wiſh 3 or were his Body laden with as many Ne- 
ceſſities, Miſeries, and Torments, as Hunger , and 
the moſt ſublimated and ingenious. Malice could in- 
fli& or contrive ; could as well the higheſt ſenſe, as 
the moſt imminent expectation of Death, the great- 
eſt of Evils, be felt, and yer protracted for an ages. 
yet if under all this, the Soul can look upon theſe 
Miſerijes as ſuch as muſt end, and fee, though at 
a diſtance, a Fruition of an Everlaſting Beatitude , in- 
fallibly expeCting upon the cloſe of theſe Miſeries, 
the Expected Happineſs is made Preſent by Faith, 
and over-ballanceth the Preſent , but Ending Miſery : 
How much more when in the inſtant of theſe Suf- 
ferings, the intention and bent of the Soul is to her 
Maker, and the Great God fhall by the ſecret, yer 
real, beams of his Favour ſend into the Soul Meſſages 
of Acceptation and Love? How ſmall and low doth 
this render the higheſt Contempts and Malice of Mea 
and Devils! and how much rather would this Man 
chooſe to enjoy theſe effects of the Love of his Maker 
with theſe Miſeries, than barely to ſee the Experi- 
merits of his Power and Juſtice in removing or re: 
yenging them ! EA | 
[| 2, How 
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2 How far forth this Union of the Soul to God, 
doth conduce to the Happineſs of the Compoſiturt , the 
Whew Man? or Whether ic doth ſo or no? Wherein 
we (ay: 

1, That the Happineſs that is anſwerable to the 
Copeſies , without conſidering the great relation of 
the Soul , doth conſiſt in the perfeRting and continu- 
ing of his ſubſiſtence and kind; and whatſoever the 
Cempoſitum deſires and moves after, it isin order to thele, 
and not otherwiſe, as in that one inſtance of -Meats, - 
the Wiſe God hath pre him the Senſe of Taſting, 
whereby he takes delight in thoſe things that pleaſe 
the Appetite, but this is in order to the raking in of 
thoſe Nouriſhments that may preſerve the Compoſitum ; 
the like of the other Senſes. Now as long as the 
Man in theſe things moves to theſe Ends, he moves 
naturally and orderly ; but when in ſtead of moving 
to this End, he reſts in the Means, then he moves in- 
ordinately , and out of the way to that temporal Hap- 
pineſs, the ſupport of the Body , as when he eats and 
drinks to excels ; the like for all other outward mat- 
ters, as Honours, Riches, Women, &c. When they 
are not enjoyed to thoſe Ends, for which they are or- 
dained, then is the Man out of that way to the tem- 
poral Happineſs of the Compoſitum, wiz. the due Sup- 
port and Subſiſtence of it. 

2. That the Felicity of the Soul may conſiſt with 
this Felicity of the Compoſitum ex natura rei, The rea- 
ſon 4 priori hath been already given, becauſe the Wiſe 
God 1a the firſt Inſtitution of things, did order every 
thing to their ſeveral Ends with that Wiſdom , that 
there was no claſhing of the ſeveral Ends of the ſame 
thing, or of ſeveral things, but one did and might 
conliſt with the other ; the Felicity of the Soul might, 
and ex natwra rei may conſiſt with the Happineſs of the 
Body and Compoſirum, Therefore it follows : | 
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3. That Inconfiſtency of the Happiact of the Soul 
with that of the Body is not real : but becauſe, how- 
ever it comes to pabs we have miſplaced and miſtaken 
the Happineſs of the Body , we now place the Happi- 
neſs of the Body in turning our ſelves over to Senfuali- 
ty in exceſſive uſing of the Creatures , in exceflive 
Luſts. Theſe are clear miſtakes, for it is moſt apparent, 
that theſe are enemies to the very ſubſiſtence of the 

Body and Compoſcum, ens 
: Fh That this Felicity of che Body, is inferiour to the 
Felicity of the Soul; and therefore if ex accidente it 
falls oat, though it ſeldom doth in truth, chat the 
temporal Felicity of the Body is i» hoc individuo incon- 
fiſtent with that of the Soul, right Reaſon tells us that 
the greater End , and that of more concernment is to 
be preferred; fo that as there is, and ought to be a 
ſubordination of thoſe Faculties and Powers placed in 
the Body, to thoſe Ends for which they were im- 
planted, viz. the preſervation of the Compeſitam , (o 
there ought to þe a ſubordination , both of theſe 
Means, and that End to the Great End, the Happi- 
pineſs of the Soul. 

4. As the Great End of Man doth conſiſt with the 
dn pr of his Body or Compoſitum, fo it doth much 
and effetually conduce to it. And as this is apparent in 
the original creation of Man, when the Happineſs of 
his Mind by the Knowledge and Preſence of his Maker 
was accompanied with the Felicity of his Compeſcam ; 
and as it was likewiſe apparent in his Fall, as he con- 
trated Miſery in the one, ſo he did in the other ; fo 
it is moſt rationally evident in the preſent ſtate and 
condition of Mankind, as will be evident in conlide- 
ration of theſe enſuing particulars : 

I. It ſhews a Man the right uſe of: the Creature, 
»i2, to be ſubſervient, and in order to the preſervation 
of the Compoſitum, The want of a true and gr 
wie 


Cuar. IV. and of our Selves. 77 


uſe of ſecular matters is a great cauſe of the great un- 
happineſs of Man , as when he deſires Riches, becauſe 
he would be rich, or Honours, becauſe he would be 
great,or delicate Fare ſe he wouldeat. Now when 
Men miſtake the uſe of things, reſting in that a9 an 
End, which is only uſeful to ſomettung elſe, this breeds 
theſe diſorders mn, and among men, which doth di- 
ſturb even their outward Peace and Happineſs: This 
is ted, when the Heart is ſet upon the Love 

, it takes off any inordinate Love to any thing 
elſe, but in order to that End, to which it is properly 
conducible, and therefore in order ro that only , ra- 
__ deſirable. 

2. It adds a ſweetneſs to the enjoyment of the 
Creature, which cannot be had withour it , becauſe 
i mingles with it the ſight of the great Maſter of this 
Family of the Earth, that' provides it, the ſenſe and 
ſecurity of his Love that gives it, and fo brings up 
the enjoyment of the Creature to a higher ſtation, 
nearer to that, which is the true Felicity of the Soul. 
A Blue Ribon bought in a Shop, and a Blue Ri] 
given by a King in token of Honour, is the {ame 
thing, but with the latter, there is a mingling of ſome- 
, what elſe with it, as it imports 2 Gift from a King in 
token of Honour, and therefore higher-prized. | 
* 3. It takes away all that Sollicicouſne(s in the En- 
joyment, andall that Anguiſh inthe Los, and all thac 
Anxiety in the Proviſion of external Accommodations. 


Gough in vary went the 768 of the < 
np is ions, according oe 
of his which is t 

yet it is clear, that the T 

of the Mind, doth much conduce to 
"or un of the Compoſitum : Tha: Man chat:ioje | 
contentedly with 20. /. '2 year, is happier than he that 
ves well wich -che ſame or a greater Portions, Hor 

wit 
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with an anxious, troubled, craving, unſatisfied Mind, 
Now when the Son] cruly knows, and is truly (et 
upon his Supream End, it knows its duty , and there- 
fore is not 1dle, it knows the Power of his Maker, 
therefore is not anxious; and knows the uſe and va- 
lue of the Creature, and therefore values it no farther, 
than it is uſeful to its proper End 3 it knows the Love 
and Wiſdom of his Maker, and therefote refers all 
to him , as he that wants neither Power to provide for 
it, nor Wiſdom to proportion, nor Love fo com- 
municate, according to the exigence of my condition's 
and admit he doth, his Will muſt be done, and not 
mine, I am provided well enough; for if here I am 
contented, and hereafter ſaved , this {weetens any 


ofles. 4 

4. Though the Great God be abſolute Lord of-his 
Creature, and is not bound farther to him , than ir 
pleaſeth him, though his Creature were moſt conform- 
able to his Will, yet I do not think, but, if our Hearts 
were and did continue right ſet upon our great and 
Supream End, and could hold to it,that we ſhould wanc 
4 convenient Portion of theſe outward Bleflings, which 
would make our Lives comfortable and happy : but 
here is the Miſery of Man, that any confluence of 
Externals preſently take off his Soul from a perfect 
purſuit of our great End, and faſten upon thoſe Ex- 
ternals : therefore the Wiſe God oftentimes cuts out 
to the beſt of Men, a ſmall and an unpleaſant v3ari- 
oy , that they may not linger in the way to their great 


 » And as it is thus with the whole Compoſitrrm in this 
Life, fo in the Reſurrection , when the Soul ſhall be 
reanited-ro the Body', both ſhall have a perfe& 
Fruition' 'of Happineſs in the enjoyment of the Pre- 
fence, Favour and - Communion of God. How far 
forth the Soul ſeparated, is capable'of its own yy 
L 0 
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of any new knowledge, which it had not before, in 
an angelical way : or how far it is able to retain or 
improve thoſe Conceptions and _ that it* had 
herez and whether it hath a compleat operation , or 
what degree of Fruition it hath of the fight of God, 
it is above our reach to determine ; only this we may 
conjecture, that the Soul is not placed in that perfect 
degree of being and ſub(iſtence as are the Angels , in 
as much as it 1s made in order to a Body , by which 
in it , it exercifeth its motions, faculties, and opera- 
tions : and therefore without all queſtion , when it: 
ſhall hereafter be reunited to a moſt perfect ſpiritual- 
zed Body indiffolubly., it ſhall not- thereby receive 
any diminution or abatement .of its Perfection and. 
Felicity , but will thereby become more capable of a 
more perfect. and full Fruition of that Supream Good, 
which will then be - communicated petfe&tly to the 
whole Compoſitam, But this by the way, latins infrac 
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Of the Means of attaining the Sipreans Ent of 


an. 


| = ry we have proceeded in the examination of 

= + maps gr _ of ho 
Is 0 IS Happine $53 and 2, art tne | 

of it : Now the third thing reſts to be ſought, viz. © 

3. What is the Means of attaining this Supream End of 
Man, his Union to God: and herein we ſhall zxamine 
theſe three things : | 

1. What naturally might be conje&tured to be the 
Means of acquiſition of this Happineſs? | 

2. Whether, as things ſtand with Man, the fame 
Means be to be found or no ? 

3- If not, then whether there be = Means left for 
Man to attain this Supream End of his or no? and 
what it is? and how to be known ? | 

Touching the firſt : Though God by his power 
might = every thing to his proper , mediate, or ul- 
timate End , without the intervention of any Means ; 
yet, as it is his own peculiar Prerogative by his Will 
to appoint every thing to its proper End , wherein is 
ſeen the Glory of his Goodneſs; ſo the ſame Will of 
his hath ordered, hath ng every thing to move 
to this End by a certain Rule, and certain Means,” and 
herein is ſeen the Glory of his Wiſdom : ſuch are the 
Inſtins and Inclinations of the Creatures , by which 
they move to their ſpecial Ends and PerfeQions : And 
as theſe Inclinations are planted by God in the infe- 


riour Creature, the like was done, though in a dif-, 


ferent manner, in Mea at fuſt, in all probability of 
Reaſon, 
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| Reaſon, the difference being.only thus, in the Creature 
all char is conducing to their End is made a piece or 
nality of cheir Nature, in Man not alcogether , a$ 
ſhall be ſeen. We have found Man; indued with 
two great Faculties, Underſtanding and Will . and in 
cheſe principally conſiſts the receptivenels of his Hap» 
pine(s, and the motion to ir. 1 | 
1. Touching the Vnderſtinding , it is 4 Faculty. re 
ceptive of an Obje& that may be known'z but that 
Object is not of che nature or eſſence, of the Under- 
ſtanding, but diſtirit from ic: . So that Man might 
be created an inte])ectual Creature, yet till. ſuch time 
as naturally through the Senſes, or ſupernaturally by 
* the immediate infuſion or demonſtration of God , he 
was but raſa tabxla, The firſt thing therefore, that 
was put into the Underſtanding in order to his ſu- 
pream End, was a ſtock of Knowledge of » and 
of that Will of God which concerned Man; 'And this 
Will of God concerning Man was that Means, which, 
if known and purſued, would guide a, Man to true 
Happineſs : for, as is before obſerved, every thing is fo 
far forth Beautiful and Happy , as it holds Conformity 
with the Will of God; and ſuch is his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs , that when the Creature moves according 
to the Law and Will of its Maker , it doth withoug 
fail -atrain thar HappineG, whereof it is capable; bes 
cauſe ic moves to that End, for which it was appointed 
by the Firſt Cauſe : Now becauſe God hath made 
Man a Rational and IntelleQual Creature he appoint 
4 rational and intelle&ual way ro move him to this 
End, viz. the Knowledge of himſelf, and of that Rule 
or Law, which ſhould lead him to that End. ; - -4; 
W 


2, The Underſtanding being thus enli 
the Knowledge NAS; wry Will, the wil was 
endued with a Rectitude to move on according to that 


Rule, in order 00 the right Eng: and that, which was 
in 
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inthe Underſtanding /#b ratione Scibilis, was to the Will 
ſub ratione Legis, a thing not only ſhewn to the Under- 
ſtanding, as the Means to bring him to' Happi 
but alſo injoyned to the Man as his Duty , under pin 
of Guilt and Vengeance : for herein conſiſts the di 
rence between the Inſtins in the inferiour Creatures, 
and this Law given to Man; in thoſe it is not proper- 
ly a Law , becauſe they are not intelleual nor volun- 
rary Agents: therefore their receding from that In- 
ſtint, though it ſubjects to a loſs and deformity, yet 
it ſabje&ts them not to any Guilt; but the Rule given 
to Man , was given to a Creature endued with Un- 
derſtanding to know what it was , and with Will that 
might obey it if he would. Therefore by the viola- + 
tion thereof , Man muſt needs incur not only a loſs 
of that End, which this Rule alone could guide him 
to, but likewiſe a poſitive guilt, or obligation to ſuch 
puniſhment, as the rebellion of a Creature 

againſt his Maker might deſerve. | 

The Conformity then to this Law neceſſarily induced 
two things : 1. Beauty in the Creature being conform- 
able to the Will of his Maker, which only denomi- 
nates the Creature beautiful , and conſiſted principally 
in theſe three things: 1. Knowledge of God, and 
of his Will by the immediate demonſtration or in- 
ſcription of God himſelf: 2. Righteouſneſs or Juſtice 3 
for as the Will f God, and Law that proceeds from 
, is the only ground of all Obligation to any thing 
under the name of Juſt; ſo it is the only Rule 
Meaſure of Juſtice of Man toward God, Man, and 
_  þ Holineſs, viz. a Conformity . of Man's 
Will, and conſequently his AQions, to the righteous 
and holy Will of the moſt Holy God: And 4s this 
was his Beauty ; ſo it was his Happineſ Lk iate , and. 
his way to conſummate Happili 
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And as this Conformity to the Lay of Goo ror 
duced this Beauty and Happineſs in Man; {0 of. tt 
ſity, the vielation of this Law mult introduce; _ -. 

I. Ataxy and Deformiry in the Creatiire: © © 

2, Paniſhment; and that of two kinds: 3 Tai 
1. Privative puniſtiment ; whereby he loſt what he 
had or might have had 3 and chat is double: _, : _ 

I. In reference to his Supream End, an irrecover- 
able loſs 3 for the Link is broken, the Violation of 
that Law, the exact performance 'whereof was poſ- 
ſible. and the only means to attain that Ead ; 
cut off that ordination that this Rule had to Man's 
Felicity. | + | 

2. In reference to the Medns: The Light bf the 
Underſtanding is put out, or much weakened , the 
ReRitude of the Will diſordered , and that irreco- 
verably. The Soul continues ſubſtancially the” ſame, 
bur theſe extrinſecal adventitious habits in the L 
ſtanding and Will are removed. And as this Puniſh- 
ment of loſs is a natural conſequent of this Yioliqn 
of this righteous and bleſſed Law.; fo it is inforced 
with the Sandtion of that Law , which could do no 
leſs ia juſtice than withdraw that Light ; and that Pa- 
tity , which was bur a conſequent of that Law that is 
ſo unjuſtly violated. | 

2, Paſtive Puniſhment. For were it given but 2s 
2 means to attain another thing, a puniſhment of loſs 
of the End muſt neceſſarily tollow the yiolation of 
that , which is the only means to attaiti that End 4 
But Man was endued with Utndetſtanding and Will; 
capable of the Know and Obfervance of a Law, a 
Lay framed by the Wiſe God, exaRtly ſuitable tothoſe 
oe Fen d to urn if, who jo! oY 

t Proportionable t0.the nature of t | 

which he gives it : This Law promulged by the | 
——_ hw —1 
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knew what it was, and by whom, and for what End 
given; "the Violation of this adds Rebellion to the 
> wap "and obligeth ex »arwys rei, to more than 


a 
. 2, Let us now 'exathine, How things fand with the 
Children of Men, in order to the diſcovery and proſe- 
cution and atraining of this ſupream and great End of 
Ins Creation: All things in the World beſides Man, 
come and keep very near unto the Law of their Crea- 
tion , though ſome diforder we may find in them: 
The reaſon is becanſe they move not freely, but natu- 
rally, and the Rules, by which they move, are Incli- 
nations, Qualities, and Propenſions woven into their 
very Nature:' But in Man it is otherwiſe the Prin- 
a wr eſpecially in his Underſtanding , whereby the 
whole Man is much ſteered, are extrinſecal and ad- 
ventitiousz and ſo without any eſſential change in his 
Nature, thoſe Habits or Principles may be loſt. 
"let us but examine the temper of Mankind, we 
ſhalt” find «' genera! diſorder in all his Faculties , and 
want of thoſe Rules, which ſhowld lead him to his 
Supream End. 

1, In the Underſtanding : We have ſhewn that Man 
had not only a veſlel -receptive of that Light and 
Knowledge, which was his initiate , and his way to 
a conſummate Happineſs ; bur alſo had chat Lamp of 
his ficted with thar Oyl and Light , which though it 
was not part of his Eſſence, was the high Perfection of 


that-Power or Receptivity : But we do now pany 


find, -thar take any Man in puris natwralibus , he hat 
ſcarce ſo much as a knowledge either what himſelf 
or what his beginning was, or what his End 1s; an 
differs little from the higheſt degree of Beaſts : His 
Underſtanding and Reafon'is eflential, but the matrer 
or furnirure of theſe is. wanting. The ſupply of theſe 
defefts mult needs be-rherefore extrinſecat, wo 
| el 
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either by Inſtruction and_ Information, -or 

from others Thus doubtleſs-much of the _— 
that is in. the World is /propagared. 750. row the 
firſt Man : but'this, the farcher- jt' was from 

ginal, it grew weaker and; 'weaker hor it 
that ye: 


rupted, partly 'through-the-defsdts 
- propagated it , partly . thr 
negligence of thoſe that EOreR -y, and: 
the mixtures of che ng okMen, leone Mn 
ding 2 new piece of his own to whar | 


- 
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grow the more: corrupt t LA it 
truth through divers hands , ;and receiving ak 
moſt every hand ſome addition and eu 0.0 ur 40! 
proceſs of time it tath grown. 48: dj Aicult, to 
thoſe ſmall grains of Truth, which ; ery, 5has 
municated in the Ear, and crowd of oth EropRons 
additraments, as to rexriend thoſe T 9p ow 
neglect of Men hath in effe&t loſt. ; 

And as thus. ſome Truths =_ been Mae ang 
tranſmitted from Man to Man ,. fo by 
and Obſervation ſome of choſe Faths, 
in effec loſt ſince the CAFRIOR. of | 
recovered, and:others, that 
ſuperſtructions | or acceſhens ,; py 
natufal and metaphyſical; Le 


6 bye 
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of the exacterſort of as jt Vol BeO Rt 
out the ſpecial Decrdenon.of ye! Alm 's jo 
higheſt endeavours of Men jn diis'k bong, 
mingled with much darkng(t;40%-3e is by. 

Wit or Learning of the- g Phjl 

vered ſome Errors of him that preceded him; bye the 


ſame natural imbecility; appeated mou ewilhs him, in 
producing ſome erroneous pinion as.mre1 
pan an a. expurgatioſs As that ms he' betore 
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And 3 this defe&'im the Underſtanding is viſible 
in Mankind , ſoit is moſt viſible in that which is the 
way or. rule unto- 0ur Supream End , viz. Religion; 
that though Men of-ſeveral Ages and: Centuries, Nat 
tions, - Diſpoſirions," Inclinations , Educations , agree 
in ſome cdtmrnon Principles concerning ither pidoonny 
Ken os Fnenet of Reiwon, the differences evet 
The>reaſon- is not only from the 
of 'our i Lndatncng, but likewiſe from the 
re -of the Obje&t falls nor eaſily within 
the reach'of rhoſe Mediums, whereby the underftand- 
ing/-arrives to the 2ecainment of other Traths , and 
rherefore ſtands in noed of fome extrinſeca] help to fer 
him tight in this, - 

#r i trye , that the great points of Religioa, Uta the 
knowledge, that there is a God, and fome'things cons 
IS Range, that heis the Cauſe of al) things; 
that He rhade all things for his own End, and thoſe 

other things before mentioned ; may be Furby 

Li of Nature and Reaſon : yet ſuch is the heig 
oF pry Sells pat IT 
E to' carry us 
ie i hgh -But-when we have arrived More 
whith' few-artain unto): yet there is ſo. much confu- 
Kon Mt nmr  and'rhey are fo far fetch, that 
ty nies yo; that clear impreſſion ppon the Urider- 
as fic ;" But/admit they did, yer we are Riill co 
rh tis chat Ale! whereby to. lead us tqarrain to 
r-gteat Fnd 5 and this we roye at. © 
© Inthe waysof the 'Qhildteti of Mew:concerning R 
erg) wer way obſerve thefe Sgverd) lieps of [ano 
\\ 
"1: An Ignorance, whether there be any God or not 
This ke protteſt Ignorance; 'becauſe it; is 
firſt and erſal Principles 'for the 
of the being of any thing 3 is the fiſt Cundeccn, hey 


pol 
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- ae} whe Inquiry is built : this is Atheiſm and meer 


2, When a Man hach once ſtated that queſtion affir- 
matively, That there is fome Superior Power, the next 
 Nareof thr Oody Wh be HEE 
cerning ature 0 5; at he 19, 
ohe or more, Whether viſible, and: if 4o; What vi- 
ſible, &#c. This, though ic may by natural Rexfon be 
ſtated very far, as appears fre, and fo this Igno- 
rance. receive a cure in 2 great meaſure; yet. ſo far are 
our- Intelle&tuals darkened in chis matter, that M 
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all his Internal and External Actions , both in refe- 
rence to God, to himſelf, and to others: but hete 
then is the next guettion, and the next degree of 1g- 
norance in Men, viz. What that Law or Will of God 
is concerning Man? and from hence grow thole Va- 
rieties and. Errors in Worſhip of God. And though 
haply .moſt Men , knowing the true God, may by 
ſame;Light of Nature concur in the general and 
fundamentals of Worſhip, vis. That God is to be | 
feared with. all Reverence loved with all intention 
obey'd with all ſincerity, chearfulneſs, and exafneſs : . 
all which are but natural concluſions from the Nature 


of God, the Nature of Man, and the Relation that he 
beareth to God, as his Creator, Lord, and Preſerver : 
yet, becauſe we know not what thar Will of CEE 
ticulazly is, we frame ſeyeral ways and Rules of Wor- 
ſhip, according. as our ſeveral Fancies:perſwade us to 
be agreeablg-to that Will, which are either unneceſſa- 


ry and ſuperſtryRive, or erroneous and offenſive; and, 
which.s the moſt dangerous Ingredient, conclude both 
his .awn.way. aeceſlary , and the other dangerouſly Er- 
TONCOUS, - {pe + Oy > 

: "Theſ&-Defedts jn the! Underſtanding muſt needs be 
the cauſe of much Error and Obliquity in che whole 
Man Et his Actions: And cheſe.defects are moſt clear- 
ly viſible in the whole World; nay in the moſt knows 
ing Climate ,: Times, and Perſons thereof. In the laſt 
part, concerning the: Worſhip of God , | we fee ſeveral 
ſorts 0 Men ogy opiionar GHIIENE own 
particular ,Vay. or Worſhip z and moſt Magiſterially 
condempang. the way of others, as bad as Paganiſm 5 
"This the Awhor b.ab #16. WIR it. may fall our, and ſo for 
why | 2 in fv or the nſ yore y_ _ _— 
rirlg ſeutra, lietle Trafts ig ſy ond the plai 
WRIT. - and [wo Fear of God , Sub- 
jeftion to his Will, Thankfulnels for his Mexcy, Belief 


of 
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ed dwece Mala bath provided for | our Salvation, 
and\thoſe other grand Principles, whereof before and 
_ are but rider copy of Js Inven- 
So Imbecility or Policy, and yer made the 
part of the'þuſineſ(s, and inquiries, and differen- 
TI Meriin matters of this'Nature: 
2. In the #4 we find ſeveral Defeds: 
. "1, Thoſe that ate emp pong ro the I Noreen or 
darlinets. of impotence of the Underſta , Whoſe 
Deciſions doth, ot ſhould, preceed the a& of the Will; 
Were the Underſtanding truly principled with the 
knowledge of God; of his: Perte&ion, Power, and 
VWiliz witch the knowledge. of our ſelyes, our = 


addi Departure venue 0 bim i'our 
contintiancez thoſe-yractical hitive, that w 
Love'to his Makety; "Fe vi om the eo Py 
Vve'-to {Fear of : 
conform t6 his WYll;* Deperidance doh Tow. Thank- 
fulne(s co hint; Contentedneſs nd Chearfulneſs in 
him, Valuation ofthe World according to its trug 
Eſtictace; &c.! wogld « hoſt effectually follow in the 
Will, and thoſe AﬀeRions that are fubſervient to it, 
and conſequently itthe Life and Adtions of Men, 'one 
Divine' Principle, fondly and Clearly ſeared in the 
Underſtanding, would 'improve it Fino f ;nfinite pra- 
Rical dedutions for the Tegulation, of the Will: Bur 
where'theſe ate wanting, the motions of the Will 
muſt-needs be exteritrick : Bur where” they are bar 
En 
operation & Undet iS 
bur” weak 3, the inclinations in wer none. 
eaſily dvermarche with che leaſt difficul iden 
t' ation, or conſtancy in'the li ; for accord- 
ing'ts the meaſure; and intention, and clearnef of the 
Convittion of ing concerning any Ob- 
ject, ; the mote Full, rational; and povel.s 
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thoſe pratical uſions deduced- from it 3 and: the 
more 1natenſe and natural is the of the Willac 
cording to theſe Concluſions 3, and agcording-to that 
incenſiveneſs of the Will are the / Mare cate 
manded by the Will: a faint moyes-the 
lon weakly, and : a weak Jalion keldom ends 
in Action. 
im Not on! which ar riſee from from 
he Lprny of the Under = / 


therez but that Impatency whuch is in No he vey By Fa- 
culty it (elf, which i evident im 
andet the inferiour E 


oe Caderliancing with the violence 

Faculties, that in right Rea, x en _= 

tos are ſubordinate to : -HEW 

abif to the Wl See of _ mw 

e 0 

The\ whole Sul was ory te fx of Gods Image: 

IT x 050 wok that was moſt conpicaons i [cond 
onanc tg Principles 

A 8 Js Net Cm od to the Divine Coy | 
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| uſtice 4.01 
Jo Des Will. / Now #5 Truth is 
Po fey Þ ner ts Helios 
2: Power receptive of itz ſo pt Mons end 
Juſtice of the ch of the Wi 
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Man we find in all Ages and Places ſtrange Excefles, 
beyond- the conveniency of Nature, and that with 
iteration. and profeſſedneſs. Again, in Creatures we 
find God hath appomted the Conjundtion of the Male. 
- 3nd Female to be the means of continuation of their 
Species 3 and the more-to excite the Creature to the 
continuation of its Kind, there is a Delight mingled 
with that natural Action; yet we never fee the Sen- 
ſible Creature divide the Action from the End: 'Bur 
among Men we find -in all times thoſe Prodigies of \ 
Lufts; as Proſtitution, Beaſtiality,” Buggery, and other 
unnatural commixtions. The like Inſtances might be 
given of Cruelty, and excogitated Tortures, and 
Crimes of like nature, whereby' Men do not only 
againſt Reaſon, bar' alſo againſt; and: beyond the na- 
tural inclination of the Senfitive Appetite. So thar it 
15 evident, there'is not only an Imbecility in the Will 
of Mai; whereby it is ſabordinate to its Servants and 
Handrmiaids, bur likewiſe a Depravation and Poſitive 
Maliciouineb againft'the Rule of the Will of God: 
Mach 'Labour hath 'been'in the' World by the wiſer 
fort of 'Men, what” by- moral Perſwafions and Pre- 
cepts ; what'by Government and Humane Laws ,' to 
fuppr &or reform” the” Defects: of - Mens Naturess 
vhuch as evidente in themſelves, that Man is 
not what he ſhould be , fo the daily new Remedies do 
ſufficiently evidence" the fruitfalne(s of the Diſeaſe, 
andthe weakneſs ofthe Remedy... - --- Ch, 
Theſe things conſidered, three things are the” evident 
Conſequents, VIg, © 1 
7. That, as things ſtand with the Children of Men, 
they are not in a condition to attain everlaſting Hap- 
pinelſs ,- by reaſon. of theſe two eminent DeſeQs un 
thoſe Faculties, by which'we mult attain to it, vs. the 
Underſtanding and Wil, | i G2 


F 
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2, That 
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3 
2. That, mane theſe two: Defects could:be-ca- 
red, yet it is impoſſible for us, in that condition where- 
in we are, to attain itz becauſe we have violated:thar 
Rule, which unleſs uniformly kept, 'ris impoſſible ro 
attain it 3 the chain is broken. | 

3. That this violation of this Rule hath not only 
made us liable to the Loſs of that Good whereunto 
ic might have conducedz but hath added Rebellion 
to our Fault , and Obligation to Puniſhment, as well 


as Los. | . 

Therefore , before he can poſhbly attain that End, 
to which he was created , he muſt be put in the ame 
condition , ih which he was created, and which alone 
- could make him capable of that End; which is:in 2 
Conformity to Truth in his Underſtanding, or. Illumi- 
nation , a ſtate of Conformity to the Will of God; in 
his Will by Righteonſneſs and Holineſsz a late of 
Innocence, or Freedom from Guilt, which is the cauſe, 
both of his merit of Loſs and Puniſhment. . Till theſe 
be in ſome meaſure attained, ir is impoſſible for a 
Man to attain true Happineſs, and. when attained, then 
he may , becauſe now reſtored to the ſame condition 
in effe&, in which created. 

. Theſe things being premiſed , we are now to 
ſeek out, What that Means is for the Reſtitution of Man, 
to that fn of Happineſs, in which we have 
reaſonably concluded he was created , and from-which 
it appears by experimental obſervations he is declined : 
Concerning which we ſhall conclude : 

I. That it is not in an, nor in the whole compaſ; of 
created Nature , to put himſelf in that condition of 
Knowledge, Juſtice or Innocence , which might make 
him capable of that Happineſs, for which he was at 
firſt created. Let us look into our Underſtanding , -ic 
is-eyident, as before, that all Knowledge is extrinſe+ 
cal to the Uaderſtanding, and every Obje& is wniging) 
. y 
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ly received from without, and that if it be a corporeal 
ObjeR falling within our Senſes, then by means of 

them , though after they are received , the Intelle&; 
being furni with -Materials , makes pretty work 
out of them by its own ſtrength ; but if it fall not 
within the-reach of Senſe , ſome ocher means muſt be 
to convey and reach it unto our Uader(tanding, Ie 
may be in Nature there are objects or qualities in 
corporeal Bodies that do not ſuit with any of our Five 
Sen S, nor are receptible b _— Jet it is y im- 
( or us to imagine what » as tO frame 
| 0nny 3k a Conception or Senſe that might receive 
them. Ir is true, that by the of Reaſon, we 
do find out divers Truths of a high Nature, concerning 
| God and his Works, yet henry ney ny 1,4 
great deal of difficulty and rarety to atcain them, eſpe- 
cially without ſome -pre-exiſtene means of diſcovery, 
even of the chings themſelves, by ſome Tradition or 
Revelation , and fo we rather aflert che Truths diſco- 
vered to our hands, than diſcover them: 2, A great 
deal of confuſion , darkneſs, and diſorder, in thoſe 
things we fo diſcover, as the new cured Man faw 
Men walking like Trees : 3. A great deal of diffidence 
and diſtruſt of thoſe things we diſcover, (carce daring 
to truſt our own J ts with what we have by 
our diligence retrieved. 'But whatever may be ſaid 
concerning the diſcovery of the ſame Truths, yet ſure 
we are, that there are divers Truths, that infinitely 
concern us, that all our Inquiry ſhall never diſcover, 
without ſome extrinſecal help of a higher nature than 
Senſe, There were ſome, and but ſome Men by their 
natural helps, and yet not without che of long 
Tradition, diſcovered , or rather more clearly illuſtra- 
red the former kind of Truths , viz. concerning the 
ity , the Creation of all things, the I wy of 

the Soul, &s. But of this latter, never any Man 

Or b 
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of Man by OR: the on Judgment, and Refurey 
on, &c. whereof anon 

And as it fares thus with our Intellequals, fo the 
Principles of Jaſtice towards God , our ſelves, and 
others, in our Will, can never be recovered by all 
the helps of Nature. It is true, that by Tradition 
from Father to Son , which neverthele(s is extrinſ 
ſome general Principles of natural Juſtice and Holi 
are neces 3 bur the farther and the =p they grew 
from their Original, che more corrupt ſtill they were 
and it was the of the wiſer par of the World, 
ſtill to nnd ing: aged yr yer Tags ch grew here- 
by : bur as their Helps and Remedies were ever too 
weak to meet with the  coreptione of } rg (o 
they were for the moſt p defective 
provided for that pare pally , Mo, _ 
cerned the Civil Society of which was the thing 
that was viſible , and viſibly water b ho Enor- 
mities of the Will of Men, and neyer yp — 
to the great relation between God and Man, 
only made uſe of that as a politick pioge in _—_— 
the government of the Civil nee he al 7, Sq even 

m that part, that concerned the 
eween Men , which hath been the gr Teng, Baſins of - 


a * 


95 Of the Knowledge of God, Part 


veniant ; which we have made in Nature - with-the 
God of Nature, which, as we have before ſlated; 
ſubjects to a double penalty of Loſs and Senſe? none 
can take away an Obligation , but he with whom it is 
made. By what imaginable means can any Man, thae 
hath contracted a guilt againſt his Maker, expiate thac 
guilt? Ir is true, the God againſt whom it js com- 
micted may, if he pleaſe, of his own free Power and 
Goodneſs, remit ic, without any. ſatisfaction, But 
how do we know whether ic be his Will co do it? 
or if it be, upon what Terms? or by what Means he 
will doit? or what Means js there in the World that 
may be imaginably proportionable to it ? the Obliga- 
tion of the Creature ro God is infinite , becauſe he 
owes him his Being , which is a thing of *tle moſt 
boundleſs Conception the Violation of t!1at Obliga- 
tion, 1s therefore an infinite Obliquity , becauſe 2 
breach of an infinite _— Whac then can we 
ag proportionable @ {uch ah Offence ? If we do 
all that is imaginable ,- irÞ$ ſtil] but what we are bound 


to do, and therefore cannot expiate for what we were - 


bound not to doz nor is there any thing in the World 
of an infinite Value, beſides the great , and there- 
fore not anſwerable to expiate the breach of an infinite 
Obligation. | 

2. Now therefore ic remains, that we look out for 
a higher Means for the cure ,- than what we find with- 
in'the Verge of created Nature, viz. from the great 
Ged, who firſt infuſed into the Soul thoſe Objects of 
Truth , which wete the means of Happineſs, ih the' 
Underſtanding; that Re&irude, which was by him at 
firſt placed in the Will; that Innocence, which was'at 
firſt in. Nature, which is now loſt by the violation: 
of that Law, which was the Means of Man's' Happt- 
neſs, and the 'removal of that Guilt which was con- 
traced by that Violation. _—_ - The 


4 
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fore, in two things i Wang of a.clear Eight corentet- 
tain the bye and, Jenonnce pf 'the Wye, which 


ould. be ng<x58ined; ., For-chercure of this; we mult 
of nec cr on. God AQouble Cure : Firſt, 
" pay Eg mi Wigertanding ; Secondly, 

Union of t Truths 6. BHAGad — ply to be 


| ucencrg unto the Faculty thus, enlightned by, fore 
means of diſcovery. * 

- The Defect x our Wills lk uting in an \ ableries 
of thele practical Principles 9 Juſtice , Holineſs, and 
Conformity. to the Will; o 5 and in the. weak- 
nels and iforder of the Wis hare)? is required to the 
cure thereof +a -conveying unte,.tha Will -of theſe 
Perſwaſions- to_conform to. the!Will! of /Gad 51andia 
Strengthning and healing of che weaknels.and perverſe- 
wet "of Will, that it may, cfie{tually entertain theſe 

erſwaſions. . 

The contracted Guile mull. 7e- 2 double Cure 
viz. Of Abſolution. from che politive Punihment;'4 
Reſtitution of the Loſs contracted by it. The former 
frees him from poſitive Miſery ,incurred , the Jatter 
reſtores him to the capacity of enjoyment of the 
Happineſs loſt. 

Ir being therefore clear, and to be granted ; That 
as things ſtand with Man , he hath not this means of 
his Cure in or from himſelf, bur muſt derive it, be- 
ing now loſt , from him, who at firſt gave it him, the 
next Enquiry i iS, Whether God hath appointed any Means 
for the cure of Man's Ignorance, Perverſenefs , and 

uile, and conſequently to lead him to Happineſs, 
and what it is > wherein we conclude, 

1. That God in his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
hath revealed , and conveyed to the Children of Men, 
the Means of their Happineſs, in ſeveral times, by ſeve- 


ral ways;and in ſeveral degrees w all ſacceſhons of rimes, 
2, 
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z; Thir this 'DiſcoVery 'and Mens of Happineſs, 
he'hath "by. che” courfe- of "Mis Ptovidetice pur - toge- 
ther', and diffaſed''to Mankind "ih. the-\Compilation 
of the Old and New Toftaitent , whetein ate. contained, 
not oalyet clear Diſcbveties of things to. be 'Knoivh 
and Believed, \cotidheitly t6 Mins everlaſting Happi- 
neſs ; but likewiſe" things" ro 'be 'Ddfie, 'and effectull 
 Perſwalidns'for the doltig of it, 
3. That in the Ule thereof, there are hot fy 
the natural 'Means 'of diſcovery 'of "Truths 'necel 
to be known, 'of [2 to'be'dohe, 'and 'molt 'e 
Qual and powerful Perfwaſions beyond all other 'm6- 


ral Arguments to'the'Obedience thereof, ur likewiſe 
a ſtrong Concurrence-of the Power 6f God ( accord- 
ing'to his 'Will) fabduing the Undetſtanding to be-' 
lieve;and'the Will'td obey. 

4. ['Thar" by this'Belief:of thoſe neceſſary Trutts, 
and Obedience to js Will of God thts revealed, 


| Man ſhall'be coi 'to his' everlaſting 'Happihefs, 
. which was the great'Enid of his Creation. 
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CHAP. VI 
Of the Credibility of the Sacred Scriptures: 


'TY E SE things be of eafie confequence, if once 
this be clearly proved to be the Word of God, 
for then we argue demonſtratively , and 4 prieri, from 
the Canſe ro the Effect, viz. Becaufe that whattoever 
is the expreſs Word of God himſelf, which is the 
God of Trurh, cannot chuſe bur be infallibly true, 
and beyond all ditpararion : Bur the queſtion will be 
upon the Aﬀumprion , vis Whether this be in trath; the 
Word of 'Ged ?. which, if once granted, all the reſt will 
need no proof The Underſtanding of Man hath 
wrought init a four fold 4ſſent to every Truth, where- 
bto ic #flents, = 

1. An Tnberent Aſent ; that is of fach Principles; if 
any be, which are connatural to Man. Thus Un- 
derſtanding afſents not ro this Propoſition ; That the 
Old and New Teftament, are the Word of God. 

2. Knowledge wywught by Deminſtration, or Sciew- 
tix per cawſam, Thus, though there be many Truths 
in the Scriptare, that are demonſtrable; yer, chat thefe 
Scriptures are the infallible Word of God, is not na- 
nts demonſtrable. | 

3. Belief , which is the taking wp of a Trath upon 
the Teſtimony of him that aflerts ir. This, chat it 

y be firm, requires two qualifications : Firſt, a firm 
and abfolate perſwaſion, That what che Author at- 
firms, is trae. And thus a Man once admicting, That 
this is the Word of 'God, doth moſt tnqueſttonably 
believe it, becauſe the cruch of the Author is demon- 
ſtrably unqueltionable : 2. A and clear _ 

. 


- 
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That this is the Word of that infallible Author. And 
this is wrought only by a fecrer and immediate work 
of the Power of God upon the Soul, and is as firm 
Aſlent, if not more firm, than Science it ſelf. 

4. Perſwaſion or Opinion, which riſeth upon probable 
grounds. . And although this can never arrive to Belief 
or Knowledge , yet according to the ſtrength , con- 
currence, and muitiplicity of Arguments concurring to 
the Perſwaſion, it may arrive to the very next degree, 
to Belief or Knawledge. Thus it may be firmly cor- 
cluded , That this is the Word of God, and the Means 
which he in his Providence hath appointed to- guide 
Man to the atcaining of his laſt Happineſs. This Per- 

_ ſwaſzon, though it be nor Faith, 
etl, a 9191 0:4» ir doth-prepare the Heart for that 
ly written in other Works. high and noble Aſent, and migh- 

ly ſtrengthens it, being attained. 
Theſe are in the next place to be conſidered. 

1, It doth diſcover thoſe Truths clearly and ſatisfattorily, 
which hath perplexed all the Labours and Enquiries of the 
wiſeſt Men , and thereby unrideles and renders ealte 
molt of thoſe difficulties and doubts in natural and 
moral Philoſophy , which could never, or not with- 
out ſtrange uncertainty and reluftation, be ſo much 
as gueſſed at by them. The abſtruſeſt Truths are 
hardly diſcovered and found out, which is one cauſe 
of thoſe ſeveral abſurd Opinions and Poſitions, which 
have been invented and impoſed by Mens Fancies, to 
make out, ſupply, and reconcile thoſe Difhculries 
which the Ignorance of, it may be, one Truth, doth 
molt neceſfarily occaſion : but when that Truth is once 
diſcovered , it doth moſt clearly reſolve thoſe Diff- 
culties, and ſcatter thoſe Abſurdities , and procure an 
eafie Afſent from that Reaſon in Man , which could. 
not at firſt eaſily diſcover it. To conſider this in ſome 
Particulars : ba 
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In Matters Natwa! : Whence grew all thoſe ſtrange 
Chimera's concerning the. firſt Matter , Its Erernity, 
Its undeterminateneſs , and a thouſand diſputes, Whe- 
ther it is? What it is? and all end in nothing but unſa- 
tisfatory and unreſolving Diſputes 3 concerning Edu- 
&ion of Forms out of the power of it, and by what 
Agent; concerning the eternal ſucceſſion and conca- 
renation of Cauſes; concerning the beginning of Mo- 
tion , eſpecially of the Heavensz the ende>vouring to 
reconcile an eternal duration to a ſucceſſive motion 
concetning the different activities and qualities of 
ſimple Bodies, their mutual actings one upon another, 
the caufe of the diſgregating of the ſimple Bodies one 
from another unto that convenient diſtance, and of 
their concurrence in production of mixt Bodies; the 
production of Creatures, eſpecially Man; the nature 
of the Soul; the fitting of Obje&ts and Powers in the 
Senſes and Intelle&t. All theſe, and millions of Di- 
fpures, riſe from the ignorance of that Truth ,. which 
at one view, we may with ſatisfaction read, reſolved 
n the Firſt of Geneſis, and in no Book in the World 
beſide, but what hath been borrowed from thence. 

- Again, Touching the orderly Poſttion of the Crea- 
tures, The convemiency of one thing, to the exigence 
and neceflity of another; The moderation and govern- 
went of things endued with deftructive qualiries each 
fo otherz The concurrence of ſeveral contingent 
Cauſes to the producing of -Mutations in States, Re- 
ligion, &c. as if thoſe contingent Cauſes had been as 
it were animated with one Soul or Spiritz and the 
like. The obſervation of theſe, andthe like things, 
and the want of true knowledge, have put Men to 
thoſe exigences of invention, which reſolve them in- 
to Fate or Deſtiny, into the power of che Stars, into 
the Law of Nature; and yet we are ſtill where we 
were , not knowing What that Fare is , What that 
pF ". H 3 Order 
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Order or Power of Heaven is, Whence that Law. of 
Nacure came, or was given, 

But if we look into. this Book of God, we find all 
theſe difficulzies extricated : we find the preſervati 
of this Order in the Creatures, to proceed fro "y 
depend upon the Wiſdom and pounh and Vert 
ment of an infinite a incelle&ual Being; who, whiles 

Creature is the moſt part moves accorging to the 
Rule of his oFn Nature, yet wonderfully managerh 
them to Ends and Events which they dream yok of z 
who, whiles the L.4 FOnmary NN os 
hath * planted in Bodies, could incite on: 

, he hath ſo auch ny 
another , that one deſtroys not another, and 6 ye 
tempers and allays OE that they concur in the 
ſticutions of other things. There we find the —__ 
and moſt contingent motions of the. Creatores, mar- 
ſhalled by a Wile Providence to the proces of 
thoſe Events, that the ſecret Counſel of the great God 
ja appointed ; (o that whiles with ane Eye we 

eempingly accidental caſual motion of the Wan like 
the Finger upon the Dyal , we may with the —_ 
Eye ſoo in that Book, that wheel of Providence, mo- 

Wing anc turning it rationally, and with election, for 
thoſe Ends, that it pleaſeth the Wiſe Goyernour of all 
things to order, 
in, in matters 2ſea!, what perplexed Queſti: 
px ye Men made concerning the Law of Nature i 
en? Whether there be aoy? or if an "Al What it 
Whence it hath its © bligation, ſince all Men are 
Nature equal > What is the inal and radical Rule 
of Juſt or not 1002 Ws What the cancgrd Oy i 2 or, Whe: 
A. at all? Whether there be any Chief Good of 
hat it is? Wh ether attainable ? Hence Ap 
oo thoſe infinite Diſputes de /uowmo boxo, aro 
ating his own Opinion , and yer each ain 
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confuting another. All theſe £44 Te 


reſolved in that Book of God 
Unvft, is on) mp jd he Vi eo 7 
Oberon of Juſt'or Un 
mand of God, and ae 3 Earn TN ET, Nanowes 
to his Creator, « and to the gives: (hew- 
ing us the falſiry of every of Fab Poſ ps ep} 
ing the Chief Good, and teaching us Gap it, is oak 
and to be had only in the enjoyment A ky 
True it is, that many of theſe, and the lik rs, 
may be arrived at by the light of Reaſon : But i. leis 
not without much Difficulty and Labour, 2ndthat of 
moſt choice Men: 2 Ir is not without the help of Tradi 
tion, at leaſt of ſome ſmall Veinsof cheſe Truths : 3. Ic 
d _ without much mixture of corryptions, errors a 
Not without. much heſicancy and do 
Our apt Reaſon as it lies in the Ote, and there on 
muſt be dilgroſſed from its drols, by ſtudy and tl- 
6n;'(o it is weak and muſt be. ſupported. And where 
$ firrogt of Reaſon is the {ame, that Truth that porn 
diſcovers, is entertained with more confidence, 
if a Man ſingly had diſcoyered it; fo,chat by the 
pars, Realon is enlighten'd and ſtrengthened in Des 
which = a" them a conſonancy toReaſon, and 
= ol ly , though in a weaker' meaſure , and with 
more difficulty, have been extracted our of ſound Rea- 
Do and Obſervation. 
' 2, It doth contain divers Truths, which could never 
be diſcovered, but by God himſelf : as what the Will of 
was, that Man ſhould do, or the Law of God; 
What the purpoſe of God was, concerning Man, both 
in his Fall , and Reſtitution by Chriſt ; The Covenant 
which he made with the 7ews, and with us in Chriltz 
The uniting of the Divine and Humane Nature ia the 
Perſon of Chriſt ; The laſt Judgment; The morion of 
the great God towards his Creature, in Mercy and 
H 4 Judgment, 
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Judgment, and the like; Theſe, as. they are beyond the 
diſco Vf any Man. fo they were too. high for any 
Man' to inventor ſurmiſe; © Ir is true, the Heathen 
Eaw-givets and. Philoſophers, to gain Credit to their 
Laws” ahd, Dictates, Sack {ſometimes to patroni 
them "upon Heaven : but in.them, a conſiderate 
might clearly find thoſe Laws to have ariſen from a 
meer obſervation of the viſible Inconveniences to putt 
lick 'Societies, and a prudential application of ſuc 
Rules, as might meet with thoſe Inconveniences : the 
original of them was attributed to Divine Inſtitution, 
to gain Reputation and Opinion in the Vulgar : but 
in truth all , or at leaſt thoſe that were the beſt, and 
beſt grounded, were as naturally deducible from the 
obſervation of the Conveniences and Inconyeniences 
of a civil Society, as the Concluſions of Geometry 
or Arithmetick, are grounded upon their Principles ; 
and therefore for the -moſt part, Humane Laws did in 
fubſtance agree in the Points conſiſting in the relation 
berween Man and Man, as being more obvious and 
plainz and did for the moſt part diſagree and differ in 
thoſe Points that concerned Religion , as being more 
Ciſtant and difficult'; | * 

' Now if it be /aid, That the difftance and remoteneſs of 
thoſe ſuppoſed Truths from natural” Reaſon or diſcovery, 
renders the Scriptures the more incredible; Or at beſt , not 
credible thereby to be the Word of God ; for upon 
the ſame reaſon, any improbable Relation may be 
obtrruded upon us as a Divine Truth , becauſe not tg 
be elſe imagined by Humane Reaſon. | 

* In #»ſwer to this, we muſt premiſe two things, 

1. That it is poſſible, there may be ſome intel- 
ligible Obj*&s and Truths in the World , that nevep 
any Man did, nor without the help of a foreign diſco, 
yery, never can find out. | If a Man were ſuppoſed to 
be botn without the Faculty of Seeing , it were not 


poſhiblg 
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poſſible for him to diſcover that quality, or motion. of 
2. natural Body, which we call Light, or Colour; gay, 
ſcarce to underſtand it, though a very rational Diſcourle 
were made concerning it.. And.what Man can con- 
- clude, but that there may be, and are, divers qua- 
' & © lities or motions of natural Bodies, which are without 
the Verge of any of our, Senſes, and conſequently, 
never fall into humane diſcovery 2 We clearly admir 
Spirits, and we have notions of their motion; loca- 
lity, and ſubſtance; yer it is impoſſible for any Man 
- by natural indagation, without the help of ſome ex- 
trinſecal relation, - to find it out : We may therefore 
conclude , That as it is poſhble chere may be, (o it is 
probable there are ſome intelligible Objects and Truths, 
which we cannot diſcover without an extrinſecal help 
or diſcovery. 

2. That of neceſſity many of thoſe Truths contain- 
ed in the Scriptufe, eſpecially concerning the Deity 
the Will of God, the Fall of Man, and the Means of 
his Reſtauration, are things -that canhot be colle&ed 
or concluded by any natural Reaſon, partly in reſpect 
of the ſublimity of their Nature, being beyond the 
Verge of Senſe and natural Diſcourſe z partly becauſe 
they are Emanations of a free Agent, whereof naether 
Reaſon can be given, but the Will of the Agent, and 
conſequencly, not deducible into Knowledge or Afent, 
by rational Concluſions, 

3. That though the diſcoyery of, or afſent unto thoſe 
Truths, cannot be elicited by natural Reaſon, yer 
they are not contrary to natural Reaſon, but may be 
Truths, notwithſtanding any reaſon that can be given 
againſt them, Ir is true, that they, being above the 
reach of Reaſon, cannot be by force of Reaſon aſlent- 
ed unto; yet there is no reaſon againſt the truth 'of 
them. Natural Reaſon hath a privative oppoſition to 
the knowledge of them , viz. an abſence of a _— 

's 
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of aſlenting , not a poſitive oppoſition, or a conſtraint 
by neceffity of Reaſon to diſaſfent to them. 

4. That though thefe Truths are above the diſcove- 
ry of Reaſon, and beyond the neceſſity of a natural Aſ- 
ſent, yet they carry with them an admirable con- 

-uity and fitneſs (even in reaſon) oge to another : and 
alchongh apart they carry a great difficulty 3 yet look 
upon the whole Syſtem or Fabrick , every Truth ſup- 
ports, and as it were, gratifies another, and bears 
witneſs to it, not only in point of PrediQtion, de qua 
5»fra, but allo in Fg of Congruity. one. with another. 
Thys the Fall of Man, and the coming of Chriſt, two 
Truchs unimaginable by. Natural Reaſon, bear wit- 
neſs one to another ; and the Juſtice and Mercy of 

od bears witneſs to both. The Immortality of the 
Sont, and the laſt Judgment, bear witneſs each to 
other. And as there is that mutual atteſtation by way 
of Congruity of one of theſe ſublime Truths, to ano- 
ther of the ſame 'nature, ſo the Congruity that theſe 


Truths have to .thoſe Truths, which rationally chal- 
knge an Aſſent from us , That all things had a begin- 
ning from the Firſt Cauſe, is a Truth evident in Na- 
ture Boe in what way., or by what manner, is not 


poſſible to be known without a diſcovery. How ex- 
cellently doth that diſcovery of the manner of the 
Creation ſerve, as I may ſay that Principle ? So again 
that Man, being endued with a rational and immorta 

Soul, was ordered by the Firſt Cauſe to an immortal 
End, by a rational Means preſerved by God, may 
be concluded by rational inferences and deductions 

but what that Means was, or clearly, what that En 

was , is not diſcoverable by natural Reaſon; for it de- 
pends upon the Will of God. How admirably doth 
the Scripture diſcover that Means, iz. the Law of 
God, and that End, the Viſion and Fruition'of God, 


eſpecially in the point of che Reſurrection. Again, 
c 
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Kappoige os En res men had, How 


Lage. doth the "rs of or Ir 
2 point ceppe e by Nature) ſerve to extricate 
and $90 culty, gives God the e Glory of 
Na Juſtice, var ah his Mercy, of his Wifdom, 
of bis Creature? Thus the ſubſervience of 2 Tru 
more difficult to the exigence of a Truth , rhat is more 
aa to Nan 7 , renders the former not only poſſible, 
ut probable 

3-. The third Evidence, That this is the Word of 
God, are thoſe ſtrange Predittions of mot Prog 


Events, f«fled ip their ſeveral times; the Predy 
in one Age , and ceclared by one In umenc of 


the fulfilling in another Age, d by another, or 
- ſeen by our Me = Ts gives p imony, both to the 
author or inſpixer of it. Ta 


thoſe Day of 7oſeph, concerning the remor 

N out of Egyps : The Prediction of the oh Ca gx 
vity, and the eFiuoon by Cyr#s, by Name; The our 
pires3 The deſtruction of ' er»ſalem ; cake notice 

of theſe two, v42. The Prophecies of the comi 
Chriſt, deſcribing his Nature, Ger. 3. 15. his Linage 
of Abraham, Gen, 23. 18. 0 dah, Gen. 49. 19, of Da- 
via, Ia, 11. 1. the place of his Birth, Me 5. 2. bis 
Office, Iſa, 61. 1. po Mother, Ia, 7. 14. his Death 

2nd the Ends of k, 1/a. 5 3- the time of his Death 
> 46, ond divers oh Cironalences, falkiled 

preciſely in our Saviour 

' 2, The Rejection of the ems, and Calling of the 
Gentiles ro the Faich of Chriſt, Dexe. 31. 29. and 22. 21, 
hot II. 10, Ifa. 42. 6. 1a. 49. 6. this Prophecy fulfl- 
Even in our 0Wn VIEW, yet upan ſuch diſady nay” 
0 
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of natural Reaſon, as had not the ſame power. effect-. 
ed it, that at firſt declated it , it could never have-been 
eff=Ced, conſidering, 1, The utter Enmity between the 
Jews and Gentile 2. The extream contrariety in Reli- 
gion tO it, 3. The ſmall and inconfiderable means of 
effefting that Converſion. + The great Scorn and 
Sufferings of thoſe that profeſſed it,” 5. The viſible 
impoſlibllities of making any temporal Advantages by, - 
it, &c. = : 
4. The Conſent and Harmony among the: ſeveral parts of 
it, - When ſeveratMen, in ſevera] Ages, not brought 
np under the ſame Education , write, It is not pofſhble 
to find Unity in -their Tenets or Poſitions, becauſe . 
their Spirics, Judgments, and Fancies are different : but, 
where ſo many ſeveral Authors, writing or ſpeak- 
ing at ſeveral times, 2gres not only in matters dogma- 
tical, of ſublime and difhicult Natures , but alſo in Pre- 
dictions of furure and contingent Events, whereof it 
is impoſſible for humane Underſtanding, to make a 
diſcovery without a ſuperiour diſcovery made to it, 
I muſt needs conclude one and the ſame Divine Spirit 
declared the ſame Truths to theſe ſeveral Men. 
5, This Book alone, and none beſides, but by de- 
rivation from it, containeth matters of the moſt noble and 
W/eful vature, The generality of all humane wee > 
0 either in their Obje& or Ule, or both, expire with 
this Life; and none ever arrived to the diſcovery. of 
the great and adequate End of Man. This is not only - 
evident in theſe Arts or Sciences of Natural Philoſo- 
phy, the Mathematicks, Phyſicks, Politicks, Laws, &e. 
all which at their higheſt, are but only ſubſervient to 
this Life, but in thoſe two great and noble Sciences, - 
that Speculative of Metaphylicks , that other Practical 
of Moral Philoſophy : The former, thopgh ir arrive 
to as high Truths as Nature can diſcover , yet it reſts 
in the knowing of them, and in a mer — 
| ot 
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doth. not; (he, wherein conſiſts Man's true Happineſs, 
much lefs, what'is the way to attain it; for the latter, 
the- moſt ſublime piece of- it, is framed only for the 
Meridian of this Life, both in the ,U1ſe and End. With- 
out all; queſtion, the' Great and'Wiſe God did write 
in Man's Nature, Habits exa&ly conducible to his in- 
ternal, Contentment and. Felicity , in” reference to his 
living in this World}, as thoſe which were of a higher 
Conſtitution and End, as his communion with his 
Maker.” The wiſeſt of Moral Philofophers, chough 
they have imperfe&ly copied our divers Poſitions of 
the former ,. as Juſtice, *Temperance, Contenrednels, 
Undervaluation' 6f "th&? World, Patience; yer they 
never arrived at, the latter; no Book in che World bar 
this; ſhews a Man the Adequate End of his Being; his 
Supream Good, his Happineſs; nor directs the Means 
of acquiring it. This. doth not only inforce the nv- 
blenels nd value of the Book, bur'alſo the original 
- of it, for when I ſhall fee a world of the moſt exa&t 
humane Wits, turning every ſtone, as.it were, within 
the reach of humane difcovery , and yer none of them 
all lighting upon this great Subject, the way to erernal 
Happineſs, I muſt needs conclude, "Thar-this cilcovy 
ry 1s of a higher extra&, than a meer hamane inven- 
tions and although,” when we have diſcovered that 
ſubje&t, we begiti to wonder that Mankind hath thas 
long roved , and waſted its labour in thoſe other im- 
pertinent inquiries, and were fo far from diſcovery of 
this Unum Neceſſarium, that they ſcarce fo rhuch- as 
imagined there was any ſuch Buſineſs; yer we ma 

juſtly forbear that wonder , for this is a Path whi 

the Vultures have not ſeen; the great God alone Have 
Man his End, and appointed the way to that End; 

we had once the knowledge of both, but have loſt ir, 
and we muſt owe. the diſcovery of it to the Author 
of it: And to Alan be ſaid, Behold the Fear of the Lord, 
that 
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, | : is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil, 5s Onderſtunthivig, 

ob 18. 28, ae. | 
- 6, It doth diſcover the whole Duty of Man to his MY 
ker , to himfelf, and to orljers,' far beyond all ' orher 
Books or Deciimeiits in 'the \ ortd.. Man by .his Sh 
hith loſt the greateſt part of his Lighr and Perfeaon; 
his own diſcoveries of his Daty arelame and imperfe&t 
and till che God, tht firſt plated cheſt Principtes i 
Knowledge and Conformity to his Will, give us 4 
nei Copy of tliem, we ſhall never clearly artain ut- 
to them in our, knowledge or-pradtice. There are theſe 
Eminencies touching Moral Precepts, bg Vo 0 
of 'God hath above all other Books th the World. 

I. No other Book in the Wotld doth difcover the 


true ground of the Obligation wiito Motal Precepts. The 
Mloral FREE perſwades me to Temperance, ro 


Jaſtice , but what Obligation lies upon me for it? If 
he tells mie, That it is his own Authority, my Anſwer 
is, He hath none over me, tfiore than I have over 
him : If he tells me, the Law under which 1 live, 
binds me to it, I ſhall enquire what binds me to ob- 
ſerve thoſe Laws, bur Power , Which if 1 can avoid 
by the like power or ſecrecy, 1 arti nor bounds or my 
own Conſent, Which I am as well Maſter of, as I was 
before I conſented: If he tells me, the Law 'of Nature 
binds me, I am ſtill unſatisfied who gave that Law, or 
when, or to whom z and there the Philoſopher is to 
ſeek, as well of my Conviction, as of my Ovedience; 
But this Book ſhews what that Law is, from whence 
che Obligation, of Obedience to ir ariſeth, even from 
That moſt Jaſt and Uncontroulable Authority that God 
hath over his Creature. 

2, No other Book or 'Learning in the World per- 
Fwades the obſervance of thoſe Laws, it injoyns with 
the like convincing and ſatisfying grounds \ Reaſon that 
this doth : The higheſt ground that ever Moral FUNNES 
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pher could. ferch to perſivade to ſi3m{c'to Moral Pre- 
- Cepts, were but one of theſe: v/z, The Reputation 
and general cem of Men, whichdles with me , and 
while it lives, Is nothing elſe biic a Fancie, 4nd c0h- 
tains no Realit r the Cohotrion of the JOG wich 
if I can avoid wi ſecrecy 'or oy ce, 1 eſcape 't 
ftrength of the Perſwaſton 3 or Corgrulty, the 
found Moral Precepts hold "with - Hence, 1nd 
permanent enjoyment of good hete; 'for it'is a. or 
cercain Truth, as appears before, That the due oþſerva- 
tion of the Rules of right Reaſon hach 2 Mmoſt'clear 
connexion with Happineſs in this Life, and that "the 
violation of, thele Precepts of Natute,, ' , Wo tieceſfar) 
introduce a los of temporal Felicity ; Thele are” 
higheſt Motives of Obedience to,thele "humane Dock- 
ments: Bur ler us look upon. the Motives ths the 
very ſame Precepts are enforced, With, in this of 
God, we ſhall find them of a Sik Comſtiration 5 
we are there ſhewn, they are-commanded'by that Goa! 
to whom we owe our yy and therefore may juſtly 
challenge our Obedience as his Tribuxe 3 by. that 
from whom we daily receive our reſervation 20d 
Mercies, dy fore may juſtly expect the feturn of 
;our Love and Thankfulnels in'the Obletyance of his 
Will; byt God, 'thar hath atiniexed #Sandtion i 
the breach of-his -Law , which he þoth' can, and'will 
inflict; 'this may ſtartle our Fear z by that God, that 
th/propounded and promiſed a Reivard'to our Obe- 
dience, both.in this Life, and a futute, which he wi 1 
certainly confer; this doth quicken our Ho Theſe 
and the like grounds, 'and motives of Obt ſence + fall 
npon the "moſt ative Aﬀe&idns, with "the mio 
-powerful and rational ' Perſwalion;, and are able ro 
Sooner more *difficulries in the Obedience 6f 'thefe 
very Frecep is, that are materially the ſanje, than all 
thole faint and” thin 'Perfwaſions , "that the- wane 
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Men could ever teach. The great God, that knows 
the frame of the Soul of Man, hath not only given. 
rational Lays to lead him to his great End, and ra- 
tional Means to draw out his Obedience, by appoint- 
. ing_Rewards or Puniſhments of his' Obedlence or 

'Dilobedience z but alfo by the ſarhe Wiſdom of his, 
planted in him Aﬀetions, which might be ops ro 
receive the impreffions of thoſe Rewards and Punith- 
ments : and by this Word of his conveys thoſe No- 
tions into his Heart, which ſtick upon thoſe adtive 
AﬀeCtions of Love,' Hope, and Fear, in the moſt. 
exa&t, full and adequate manner : This is therefore 
none elſe, bur the Finger of God, *And this is not 
only eyiticed by the Threatnings and Promiſes in'this | 
Book , but by the Hiſtorical part. of it , applying the 
Truths of both z wherein we may ſee unriddied moſt 
of the varieties of.Fvents , that fall pon a People, or 
Perſon, eſpecially knowing God; which without this 
Light, ſeem to be confuſed; and meerly contingent. 
Iſrael fins, 1/rael is puniſhed: ſhe'repents, and is dell- 
vered; Weare ſhewn by the very Hiſtorical paſſages 
of the. Old Teſtament, that when we are puniſhed, 
we eat but the fruit of our own ways. 

3. As the Eminence of the Scripture above other 
Learning , and conſequently its Original, is diſcovered 
in the two former , ſo in this, that it doth diffinith and 
clearly evidence , and ſer forth thoſe Moral Precepts, 
which are confuſedly and imperfe&tly only IE 
by the beſt of humane Writers , eſpecially in the Wor- 
ſhip of God: All agree God is to be worſhipped, but 
when they come to ſhew how, then they are to ſeek 3 
for indeed, as it is folly for any one to think, that there 
can be any Worſhip of God acceptable , but what- is 
| ob to his Will; fo it is vain to think , that this 

ill of his could be diſcovered by any but himſelf. And 
from the want of this grew Idolatries and other Vanities ' 
in Worſhip. 4: The 
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4 The original of the Scriptures is diſcovered in thiss 
that it doth contain in it. Precepts of . a higher Conſti- 
tation , and therefore of a higher Pedegtee,, than the 
beſt of all humane Learning ever did arrnye unto { 
ſuch as are the Cleanſing of. the Heart and Thoughts 
from all Sin z That the Formality of Sin _confiſts in 
the Will, even before it expreſleth it (elf in AR3 
That the outward Conformity of the-A-to, Vertue; 
without the internal Conformity of : the - Will an 
Mind , is but + gw ie, and the ſeeming. vertuons 
Action is at leaſt dead , and not of value, if not fin 
That a Vertuous Action done out of any other End; 
than in Obedience and Love to God,, that-enjoyns it; 
is not an Action rightly Principled , nor. acceptable to 
God 3 The right directing. of: our Paflions and Afﬀe- 
Rions , that nothing /is worthy gf our. intenſe. Love 
but God 3 that nothing deſerves our ' Hate but Sin 5 
and therefore teacheth us in the former ; to deſpiſe the 
Worlds in the latter,, to Jove our Enemies, The right 
temper of our Minds, in teference to all things without 
us, or befalling us in any AMiction:and Trouble Ir. 
teacherh us to improve it, 1g diſcovery and: repenting of 
the cauſe of our ſin; in adhering to God, in whom there 
is no variablene(s; in keeping a looſe and remiſs Af- 
feftion to the World; in Contentednels, and chearſul 
relignation of our ſelves to God , that is Lord of his 
Creature, and though it -ſhould not be meritoriouſly 
deſerved , m__ 20 juſtly inflicted : In tines of Pro- 
_ and Comfort; it teacheth us to look to the 
Author, and take more delight in the hand that gives 
it, than in the Bleſſing tt ſelf; to value the*meaſure 
of my Comfort , more by the favour and good will 
of the Giver, than by the extent of the Gift : In the 
enjoyment to be Warchful, that 1 be not inſhated 
by 1t to forget the Giver, to be modetate*, humble; 
wiſe: In the whole courſe of nr Lives to look pope 

ens 
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this World to another Country, and ſo we may en- 
joy the the Favour of our God, and the Fruition of 

that Country ;- to be at a point with all the Pleaſur 

Profits, Preferments, Honours, Comforts, and Life 
this Lifez ro be fo ftxed in our Obedience to our God, 
as not to go out of the Path he hath put us in, though 
it be ſtrewed with all the Scorns, Miſeries, Torments, 
and Deaths, that Men or Hell could ſcatter to hinder 
us. Theſe and the like Precepts are given in that 
Word: and theſe and the like Effects it doth , by the 
concurrence of-- God's Grace, work in the Heart, 
which are' as far beyond the moſt ſublimated Docu- 
ments of the moſt exact moral Philoſpher in the 
World, as theirs are beyond the moſt groſs Paganiſm : 
e do proclaim therefore their original from a 
higher Principle than hamane Authority , or Inven- 
. tion. And it is obſervable, that theſe are not only 
Principles of a high and noble-extra&t, but of a fin- 
gular uſe in this Life : If all Men were of this Conſti- 
rution, it would queſtionleſs, reform all thofe Incons 
veniences , which do happen eicher from one Man to 
another, as Enquiries, breach of Contracts 3 or from 
Man to himſelf; of diſcontent, vexation and unquiet- 
neſs of Mind, or diſorder in any Condition. j- 
Now if it be ſaid , That it ſeems ſtrange, that God, 
who- cold have preſerved Man in the (ame Integrity 
of Mind, in which he was created, and could have 
ſupplyed Man with as uniform a motion to his End 
by a conſtant Means, as other Creatures by their In- 
ſtints, which are fixed and conſtant in them, ſhoald 
take this Circuit, in reſtoring loſt Man by ſuch 2 
Means , it is anſwered, That God havin ved Man 
with Reaton, Underſtanding, and Wil} , doth rather 
chuſe to bring about his purpoſes concerning him, by 
Rational Means conform to thoſe Faculties of Under- 
ſtanding and Will, putting Light into the one, and 
: Regularity 
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Reqularity into the other, by ſuch means as 15 ſhitable 
to his Condition and Nature; arid not by the aQtuab ex- 
erciſe of his extraordinary Power, though not,withour 
the concurrence of his ſpecial Grace and Providence 3 
as in thoſe other actions of .Men ; in 'preſerving:the | 
natural or civil Subſiſtence of Men, and: Societies 
he doth uſe the inſtrumental means of aatural and 
politic Proviſions , rationally or nacurally contlucing 
toſuch preſervation. | oP 

By what hath paſt before theſe things, are rationaly 
concluded, | | T8 | 

1. That there is a Firſt Canſe of all _ xT 
2, That this Firſt Cauſe 15 Infinite ,' Incomhprehen- 
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5. That every thing. is carried to his ſeveral End 
by Rules proportionable to the End and 'Natare -of 
- Creature, given by the great Governour of all 

ngs. | 

6. That Maris a Creature of higher Conſtitution 
than other Creatures, principally in reſpe& of the Im-: 
mortaliry of the Soul; the Immareriality of it , the 
Faculties of it, Underſtanding and Will. | 

7. That therefore he was at firſt ordained by the 
wiſe God to an End proportionable to theſe Excellen- 
a, an immaterial, immortal, intelligible , deſirable 


+ 8, That there is no other 064je# of this Happineſs, 
but God himſelf. | 

9. That the ſame Wiſdom of God, that ordained 

all chings to their End, ——— yd - | 
2 ' duc 


: || (ible, &c. | pir5 Vin 

2 3. That this Firſt Cauſe, as he was the firſt-antl 
p 4 of all Beings, ſo he appoints in his Wiſdom 
/ eral Juſtice, the /evera! Ends, or Perfetions of all 
P [7 | T—_JToky 

- 4 Thatthe ſeveral particular Ends of all things are 
* & proportionable to their ſeveral Natures. 

J 

t 
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ducible Motions and Rules for that End, hath: like 
wiſe appointed unto Man &»le leading hin} up to 
that End; and without: the obſervation whereof ir is 
ampoſſibleto attain it; \ | 
_ +» 10, That this Rule depends meerly upon the Will 
of God; what -it ſhould bez and that inthe Confor- 
mity. to this Will, conſiſts Man's preſent Enjoyment, 
and:Hopes and Means of future Happineſs. ©, 

11. That as things ſtand with Man, he is at a Fault, 
and knows not what his End. whar his Rule-is, nor 
hath a Will to obey: it. 9-4 6 

. 12, Thar cenſequently he can never attain his End, 
till his; Underſtanding and Will be reformed, and the 
up contracted by the violation of that Rule, be ta 

bl nv | 


ﬀ# 
13. That the Diſcovery, Reformation , and Cure, 
Can be by no ouhier Mew "hin by God himſelf. 
' 14. That this Book of the 01d and New Teſtament 


are that Means , which God himfelf hath:given in his 
Mercy, Providence and Wiſdom to be the means of 
the diſcovery unto Man what his End, what his Means 
to attain that End was, how loſt, how to be reſtored; 
ns contains moſt effeftual and rational Means condw 
CIDIE LO 1t, , 
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CHAP. 1. 


Of the Exiſtence and Attributes of God. 
N D now we have drawn down the great 
Buſineſs of Man, by dark and intricate ſteps 
MK and windings to a clear Light,” which doth 
not only clearly and compendioufly unmask 
and unfold theſe Truths, which with ſo much difficulty: 
ofdiſcourſe,and ſearch by Reaſon, we dimly arrive unto, 
bat divers other Truths, which all the Reaſon and 
Learning of the Sons of Men, could never attain unto 
aA as without which, all the Paſſages even of this 
ife, are dark and obſcure, and 'uncomfortable : We 
ſhall therefore now fall to the conſideration of choſe 
Traths, which are contained in that Book , that are of the 
greateſ® conternment to the Sons of Men, 1n order to their- 
ſupream End ; and to evidence their Congruity with 
ſound and re&ified Reaſon. S 
1, This Book teacherh us, That there is 4 God, which 
athough ic be deducible by natural Evidence, yer 
this declaration in the Scripture is of ſingular uſe, as 
yell for the ſpeedy and eafie —_— of it, as = 
| 3 or 
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for the ratifying and confirming of this Principle, a 
we may obſerve, even in Truths of an inferiour na- 
core; which, though by the diſcurſive operation of 
the Underſtanding, they may be diſcovered and aſlent- 
ed unto; yet thele diſcoveries, and that conſent, is fa 
cilitared and ſtrengthened , when in the Writings or 
Dicates of ochers they are ſer forth, as in the {& 
veral difcourſes of Men in matters Natural , Meta- 
phyſical, and Moral. And we may obſerve, that even 
in this fundamental Truth, That there is a God, where 
theſe and the like Inſtructions are wanting , Men, 
that are naturally endued with the ſame Faculties of 
Reaſon and Underſtanding with us, have not, or 
h _ ſo clearly this Principle , as among Atheiſts and 
agans. » 
© 2, This Book ſheweth us clearly the Eſſence, Natwre 
and Attributes of God, as far forth as is comprehenſible 
by our humarie Underſtanding, Many of theſe are 
by the help of natural Reaſon and Diſcourſe , legible 
in the things that are ſeen, ſo far forth, as to _ 
our Ignorance thereof unexcuſable, Rom. 1. 20, yet as 
in the former , ſo much more in this, our Reaſon is 
helped and ſtrengthened in our ſpeedy diſcovery , and 
firmer aſſent thereunto, as likewiſe appears by the many 
Errors of Men of the ſame Faculties with us, even 
concerning theſe Principles, 
 Herein' we learn his Unity : Deut. 6. 4. The Lord 
our God i one Lord, His Selfeſufficiency , and Sub(- 
ſtence of himſelf: Exod. 3. 14. T am that I am. His 
Immenſity-; 1 Kings 8. 27. Behold the Heaven, and the 
Heaven of Heavens cannot contain thee : His Ubiquity, 
Deut. 4. 39. The Lord he is God in Heaven above, and won 
Earth beneath : Pal. 13. 9. Whither ſhall I go from thy 
Spirit, or fly from thy preſence ? Jer. 23. 24. Can any hide 
himſelf, that I ſhall not ſee him ? Do not I fill Heaven and 
Earth? Hig Eternity ; Pſal. go. 2, Before the lountains 
; yy 
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were brought forth, or ever thou hadſt formed the Earth 
and the World , even from everlaſting to everlaſting, thou art 
God, His Dmnilcitence and intelleftual Nature : Plal, 94. 
10, 11, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of Man, that they 
are vanity, Prov. 15. 11. Hell and deftruttton are before 
the Lord , how much more the Hearts of the Children of 
Men ? His Dmnipotence : Gen. 17. 1. 7 am the Al- 
might God, Plal. 145. 3. Hit Greatneſs is unſearchable. 
His Qliſdom 2: Jer. 10. 12, He hath eftabliſhed the War ld 
by his Wiſdom, and hath ftretched out the Heavens by his 
Diſcretion, Pal. 147. 5. His Underſtanding is infinite, 
His Will the only motive of all his ations: Prov. 16. 
14. The Lord hath made all things for himſelf. Exod. 33. * 
19. And will be gracions to whom I will be gracious, and 
will ſhew mercy to whom I will ſhew mercy, . I[3.43. 25. 
1 am he that blotted out thy tranſgreſſions for my own ſake. 
Himſelf the End of all de doth : Prov. 16. 4. The Lord 
hath made all things for himſelf. Jrreſiſtibility : Prov. 
21, 30, There is no Wiſdom nor Underſtanding, nor  Coun- 
ſel againſt the Lord, Inviſible ; Exod. 33. 19. No Man 
can ſee my face and live, Jmmutability ; Matth. 3. 6. 
I am the Lord, I change not. Pal. 102, 6, Thow art the 
ſame , and thy years hve no end. Ia. 40. 28, Haſt thou 
not known ? haſt thou not heard, that the everlaſting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the Earth, fainteth net, 
neither is weary ? there is no ſearching of his Underſtand- 
ing. It is true, in theſe and the fie Expreſſions or 
Actributions unto the Divine Nature z we are never- 
theleſs to obſerve, 

1, That it is impoſlible for any thing below God 
himfelf, fully and clearly to underſtand che Nature or 
Eſſence of God; becauſe he is actually Infinite, and 
nothing beſides himſelf hath, or can have, an A& of 
his Intelle& , ſpacious enough tro comprehend what 
is actually Infuute. | 


I 4 2. That 
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2. That conſequently it is impoſſible, that any in 
rellipible Expreſſions whatſoever , can fully and clear- 
iy render unto our Underſtandings the Nature of God; 
And this ſtands upon the Reaſon before alledged. We 
have hete three terms, and each of them dorh necel- 
ſarily inforce the truth of chis, 
© 1, The Infinitude of the obje&t, God : conggrning 
whom in-exa& Truth, nothing can be affirmed ; for 
it conſiſts not with his Simplicity 3 as to ſay, that he 
is Wiſe, Juſt , Good, is in truth improper 3 for that 
were to poſe 2 quality or accident in him diſtin& 
from. his Effence, which is not poſſible. | 
' 2. The diſproportion between the Obje& and the 
Powet” of the Underſtanding. Ir is true , the Under: 
»*as Numbers, or a Line, is potentially in- 
finite 3"Þut it is not, nor can be infinite i» as ; and 
nnleſs it be ſo, it cannot poſſibly or fully conceive the 
Diving Nature, by all the ſpeculation in the World; 


if it could be imaginable, that any Expreſſion could 
be "framed © exaAtly proportionable” tro the nature of 
God,” that Expreſſion , whatever it were , would be 
' too wide and ſpacious for a finite Underſtanding at once 
to comprehend. | 
*'3, Expteſſion is the means of uniting Truths to 


4 


our Underſtanding , which, that they may be , muſt 
have' a double conformity : 1. To his Underſtanding, 
thar makes the Expreſſion , for it is nothing elſe but 
2 fign or image of that Conception , that 1s in him 
that makes.the Expreſſion : Thus according to the per- 
fe&ion'.of that inward impreſſion that is in his Under- 
ſtanding, that makes the Expreſſion , is the meaſure 
of the perfe&tion of the Expreſſion : 2, To his Capa- 
city or Receptiveneſs, to whom this {ign mult be ge 
yen; otherwiſe though the Conception of him , that 
makes the Expreſſion , be never ſo exact, and his Ex- 
1 


pre on never ſo conformable tg that Conception, the 
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Expreſſion is idle and fruitleſs : Thus, though Al 
mighty God be not meaſurable by any Expreſſion, 
yet he renders himſelf to every thing, according-to 
their different Capacities ; to Angels by a ſpiricual Vi- 
ſion, to Men by Expreſſions that may fall within the 
compaſs of their Apprehenſions 3 which of neceſſity 
muſt therefore be .defetive, becauſe .if poſſibly the 
could be exa&ly conformable to the Nature 0 God, 
they would be utterly unuſeful for the Underſtanding 
of Man: This is plain in theſe three Inſtances : 

. I, Divers of the Divine Attributes confiſt in Nez 
acres , and excluſions of thoſe deficiences, that we 
nd in Creatures, This can never clearly expreſs 
the nature of the thing 3 for though we coyld deny 
any thing to our Lives ends, yet we were as far 
from clear knowing what it was, as when we fir(t 


gan. 

- '2, Divers of the Divine Attributes conſiſt in Aﬀir- 
mation of thoſe Qualities, which we find moſt uſeful 
and in eiteem among Men, as Juſtice, Wiſdom, Pu- 
rity, &c. which, as is before (hewn, is improper. 

3. Diyers of thoſe Attributians conliſt in a redution 
of the ations, that God doth, to the like qualities in 
Men, that occaſion the production of the like Actions, 
as Jealouſie, Anger, Love, Pity,&*c. which are impoſhble 
to fall in.truth within the right conception of the Di-. 
vine Nature, or to confiſt with the Perfection, Impaſſt- 
bility, and Immuytability of his Eſſence: But withouc 
the help of theſe, or the like Expreſhons , we cannot 
ealily conceive , how, upon the different ations of 
Men in Obedience, or Diſobedience to his Will, thoſe 
different Diſpenſations of the Diyine Will ſhould 
even Without joyning to our Underſtandings ſome 
ſuch motions in the Divine Being, which correſpond 
with the motions in our ſelv&, producing ſuch Acti- 
ons,” The like when we read of his Eyes, Counte- 

rotor $i ha: ach. 


. - 7 8 Fn 


122 Of the Knowledge of God, PArT II. 

nance, Hand, Arm, Goings, Ways : wherein never- 
thele(s the Scripture, whiles it uſeth theſe Expreſſions 
to help our Underſtanding, and excite our Aﬀecti- 
ons , it nevertheleſs provides Cautions to avoid grofl- 
neſs and miſtakes, that ſo it may appear, that they 
are only helps to us, not derogations to the incom- 
prehenſ1ble Purity , Perfe&tion , and Majeſty of God: 
and for that very reaſon, not any one thing (o 
much fenced out by it, as Image-making, and Wor- 
, ſhiping. 
3. By this Book, we are taught the manner of his 
I in three Perſons, the Father, the Word, 
and the Spirit; and that theſe three are one, The 
Plurality of Perſons in one Eflence is a Myſtery that 
is not attainable by all the Reaſon in the World , and 
is but obſcurely hinted in the Old Teſtament, Gev. r. 
26, &c. and therefore it ſeems not underſtood by the 
7ews; but in the New Teſtament more plainly related: 
the diverſity of Perſons of the Father and Son in one 
Effence, fohn I 4. 9. fohn I7, F, 22. The Spirit—Al 
three together, atth. 28. 19, 1 fohn 5.7, The Manner 
of the Subſiſtence in Unity of Eſſence; and Trinity of - 
Perſons is of that tranſcendent and incomprehenfible 
Nature, that, as it could never be diſcovered without 
an immediate revelation from God himſelf, ſo being 
diſcovered, it is ſcarce conceptible by us. The Difputes 
concerning it, farther than it is there revealed, are gronnd- 
leſs and dangerous; for it is utterly impoſſible, that the 
Notion of Perſonality or Subſiſtence, as we take it.up 
from thele inferiour Beings , can fit that , which is che 
higheſt and moſt arcane Myſtery of the infinite Be- 
ing; and conſequently thoſe Diſputes, which are buile 
upon thoſe diſproportionable Notions , are not withopt 
a neceſſity of erring. | 
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CHAP. 11. 


Of the Aits and Works of God : and 1. Of his 
Eternal Counſel. 


FR T HE next great Point that we learn in this 
Book , is concerning the As or Works of God: + 

1. His Eternal Counlel. 

2, The Execution of chat Counſel : 

I, Creation, 

2. Providence: 

1. General, Concerning all things. 

2, Special , Concerning Man. 

1, Concerning the Eternal Connſe! of God, whete- 
by he did predetermine all things that ſhould be-from 
all Eternity : This, as it evideatly appears in all the 
* Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, which were ful- 
filled in their times, ſo by divers Afhrmations , even 
of God himſelf by his Spirit: The Creation, Prov. 8, 
27, When. he prepared the Heavens, 29, When he appointed _ 
the Foundations of the Earth, Job 38. 4. When I laid the © 
Foundations of the Earth, 10, and brake np for it my decreed 
place, : 

The Redemption of Man by Chriſt, 1 Petr. 1. 20. 
Who was foreordained before the Foundation of the world. 
Ads 2. 23. Him by the determinate Counſel and fore- 
uu e of God, ye have taken, &c. Eleftion of his 

urch and People, Rom. 9.11. The Purpoſe of God 
. according to Elettion : 

The Succeſles of Nations and Kingdoms , 1/a. 14. 
26, 27. This is the Purpoſe that is purpoſed upon the whole 
Earth, &&c. Far the Lerd hath purpoſed, and os ſhall 
| ſanul 
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diſanul it? Dan. 4. 35- The Extorted Confeſſion of 
Nebuchadnezzar, 

The particular and voluntary motions of Men, 
Iſa. 10.5. O Aſſyrian, the Rod of mine Anger, GC. yet he 
thinketh not ſo." Jer. 10. 23. The way of Man is not in 
himſelf, Prov. 20. 24. Man's Hoings are of the Lord, 
Prov. 21. 30. There is no Wiſdom nor Counſel againſt 
the Lord, 

The moſt contingent and inconſiderable Events that 
are, the caſting of a Lot, Prov. 16. 33. The falling of 
4 Sparrow, Matth, 1o. 29. : 

Now touching the Counſel of the Almighty, we are 
to diſtinguiſh between the att of Counſel, and the aft of 
Knowledge : the firſt is properly an a& of his Will, pre- 
determining what ſhall bez the latter , an a& of his 
infinite underſtanding, which foreſees what ſhall 
be, without any actual Cauſality upon the _ 
Theſe, though they are not ſo much as accidentally 
differing in God , yer in our Apprehenſions there is 
a difference 3 ſo that we conclude , there is not only 
a Preſcience in God of all things that ſhall, or may be : 
Known unto the Lord are all his Works from the beginning : 
but likewiſe a Predeterm.ination by his Divine Will 
. of all things that ſhall be , and of the ſeveral means 

conducing to it. And'this Counſel of God is in #uth 
the ſupream Cauſe of all things: for as that Power, 
whereby all things do move themſelves or other things, 
is put into them by the great maker of all things, by 
the mere 'and 'immediate a&t of his Will, as hath been 
before obſerved ; ſo the managing of all theſe ſeveral 
Powers ,, to the produCtion of the ſeveral things in 
the World; is the at of the {ame Will of God: 
they move 1n their ſeveral Series: according to that 
Counſel of the great God of Heaven. 

Now this Counſel of God is repreſented to us in 

the Scripture under theſe ſeveral qualifications, L mn 
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Ecernal Counſel. 2. An Immutable Counſel. 3.: A 
Free Counſel. 4. A Wiſe Counfel. f An Active and 
Irreſiſtible Counſel. 6. An Univerſal Counſel. | 
3. It is an Eternal Counſel, a Purpoſe-and Counſel 
before the Foundation of the World, the indiviſible 
and ugſuccefſive act of his Will. Ir is true, the Coun- 
ſels of Men, as their Conceptions are ſucceſſive , one 
- conſideration ſu plying the defe& or imperfeRion of 
the former : and oftentimes the Counſels of Men are 
taken up pro re nata, principally becauſe they have 
not either the power to manage all the Emergencies 
and Ingredients into an Action. according to their own 
Wills, nor to foreſee thoſe Accidents that might 
enervate or impede the fruit of his Counſels; but the 
Will of God 1s the Cauſe of all things; and. there» 
fore as nothing can have a Being, without his Will, 
Io nothing can impede or hinder the Counſel of his 
lis 
2, From hence it follows, that it is an Immutable 
Counſel; otherwiſe it cannot be Erernal; for what 
n to be otherwiſe, than it was before, cannot 
be Eternal. The Change of Counſels and Purpoſes 
among Men ariſe from one of theſe Cauſes :. either 
from an intrinſecal Unſerledaeſs and Unconſtancy, 
which is their imperfection; or from ſome excrinſe» 
cal Emergency , which either was not foreſeen-, or 
cannot be maſtered : but neither of theſe can fall-upon 
God. - It is truez what he wills, he wills freely, and 
therefore ex natxra re; he might not have willed itz yer 
what; he wills, he wills from all Ecernity : 
with him there is nd variableneſs nor ſha- 7 *: 17- 
dow of ing: 1 the Lord change not, there- mul. 3- 6. 
fore ye Sons of facob are not conſumed, And 
as there is no'ground of change in himſelf, ſo neither 
is there any poſlibilicy of change from any thing with- 
out himz Lee the ſame AR of his Will , which 
: 5 
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is his Counſel, is the cauſe and meaſure of the being 
of all things , and therefore it can no more hinder or 
alter his Counſel, than it can = it ſelf a Being 
againſt his Will. But becauſe there be fome things 
that owe not their Formality to the Coun(el of God, 
as Sin ( which how far it falls within che Counſels of 
God, ſhall be hereafter conſidered ) yer that cannot 
any way elude the Counſel of. God, as ſhall be 
hereafter ſhewn : Therefore thoſe ſeveral paſſages in 
holy Scripture, that tell us, that God repented of 
Evil, when Man repented of Sin, 7oe/ 2. 1 4. fonah 3. 4. * 
are not to be underſtood of the Nature or Counſels 
of God : for in that reſpe&t Balaam ſpoke a Truth of 
God, Numb. 23. 19. God is not a Man, that he ſhould 
lhe , nor the Son of Man, that he ſhould repent : For the 
{ame Counſel of God, which appointed on«h to be 
the Inſtrument of Nineveh's Repentance, ordained like- 
wiſe their turning upon that preaching , and 0 

the diverſion of that Judgment, which the ſame Coun- 
{el had ordered to be imminent , but not executed : 
But becauſe there was the execution of ſuch a real 
change, which in Man is ordinarily the effe&t of a 
change of purpoſe, or repenting, therefore it is called 
a Repenting : yet the very ſame Coannfe], that appojnted 
the denunciation of an imminent Judgment, appointed 
their repenting upon that denunciation , and that diver- 
ſion, upon that repenting.: 

3. Ir is a Free Counſel: it is nothing elſe, but the 
a&t of 'the Will of God. It is true, the determina- 
tion of that Will impoſeth a neceſſity of the exiſtence 
of the thing willed , yet the determination it ſelf was 
_ wn of the freeſt Agents. This excludeth any Stoical 

eceſlity. 

4. Ir is a moſt #iſe Counſel. And this is evident, 
even in the loweſt and moſt inconſiderable execution 
of this Counſel : and therefore 1/@ 28. 29. the _ 

tion 
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ſation of this Counſel of God , even in the ſowin 
and threſhing of Fitches , concludes this alſo co 
forth from -the Lord , who is wonderful in Counſel, 
and excellent” in working : This Wiſdom is eminent in 
this : | 
I. In that it doth met only predetermine the End or 
Event , but likewiſe all thoſe Means , that are conducible 
to the bringing to pals of this End. It is true, God 
by an a& of his Power might, and ſometimes doth, 
per ſaltum bring to paſs his own Purpoſe, by his own 
immediate Power : but this 1s not the ordinary courſe 
of the execution of his Counſel, but produceth the 
End Decreed , by Decreed Means, As 27. Paul's 
dangerous Voyage is predetermined to end in a ſafe 
Arrival, Verſe 24. Yet Verſe 31. Except theſe Men 
abide in the Ship, ye cannot be ſaved, - This Perſwaſion 
of Pax/'s becomes prevalent, and they ſtay. The Coun- 
ſel of God, that determined the Ship's fafe arrival, 
redetermined the ſtay of the Men in the Ship, to 
the means of that fafety , and the perſwaſion of 
Pas! to be the means of their ſtay. Here is the Link 
of God's Counſel, coupling the Event to his Pao 
with ſubordinate and papoled Means. When I fee 
2 Counſel of God diſcovered, that had not its com- 
pleat Execution in many hundreds of yeats after z and 
obſerve how many thouſands of ſtrange connexions of 
Accidents do intervene between the Counſel diſco- 
vered, and the Execution of it; although till the 
execution, the event ſeems as unlegible as any thing 
in the World; nay, oftentimes theſe Antecedents, that 
ſeem moſt probable of any to the producing of the 
expected Event, with a contrary wind quite driven 
off and blaſted; yet when after all theſe ſeveral Mean- 
ders of Succeſles, I ſee the Effect come to pals, even 
' by moſt improbable and accidental Means , I muſt 
needs acknowledge , this ſeeming Confuſion is me- 
thodically 


— 


"I 
| is + 


2238 Of the Knowledge of God, PAxT I 
thodically managed by the ſame Counſel, that prede- 
termined the End; I muſt conclude, as the Wiſe Man 
doth in another caſe, Eccleſ. 7. 14. God hath ſet the 

one over againſt the other , to the End, that Man ſhould find 
nothing after him, Let us conſider it in the great Buſt- 
ne(s'of our Redemption by Chriſt: God in his Eter- . 
nal Counſel had appointed Man to be partaker of his 
Glory by the death of Chriſt, who was the Lamb ſlain 
from the :foundation of the World : Man is created 
in a glorious, happy, free Eſtate; he hath a Covenant 
made with him , which he may keep or break at his 
own liberty heis left in his own hands, and not necel- 
fitared to break that Covenant, which he but even now 

made with his Maker ; if he had done fo , the ſendin 

of Chriſt had been needleſs : Man falls, now is Chri 
promiſed, Gen. 3. 15. and after confined to the Line of 
Abraham, Gen. 18. 18. and after to the Line, of David, 
See what a World of Interventions of Accidents and 
Succeſs interpoſed between the Promiſe and the Event, 
the Birth of Chriſt, any one whereof, if it had mi(- 
carried, had diſappointed the whole Succeſs : When 
he was born , what ſtrange Events happen for the ful- 
filling of all the Prophecies concerning him. So'ir 
the fulfilling of the Prophecy made to Abraham , that 
after four hundred years bondage, his Poſterity ſhould 
enjoy the Land of Canaas, Gen. 15. ver. 13, 18. What 
a world of ſtrange Interpoſitions were there, condacing 
to the fulfilling of it, between that and Exod. 12. 40. 
and 7oſhna 18, 1, The Births of 1faac, 7aceb, and the 
Parriarchsz the Dream of 7o/eph, that caus'd envy a- 
inſt him; and that very Envy conducing to the ſul- 
lling of his Dream : he is ſold to the 1Amaciites; by 
them to the Zgyprians; he is injured and impriſoned; 
Pharaoh's Butler is impriſoned in the ſame Priſon , and | 

then dreams z this interpreted by foſephz the Butler 

Celivered 53 Pharavh dreams , 7oſeph is mentioned, and 
meerprets 


£ 
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interprets it 5 is advanced, furniſhech Foyt | 


had not been ſed, Pharaoh's Daughter muſt come 
juſt ro prevent his drowning ,- and to give the oppot- 
tunity of a learned Education 3 this was the Inſtrt- 
ment of their Deliverance. The like we might pur- 
ſue in the following Paſſages, wherein we may fee 
the Wiſe God by his Wiſe Counſel marſhalling the 
Means , fitting them moſt admirably with Circutn- 
ſtances and ſtrange Conjuncures, for the fulfilling of 
his purpoſed Ends. And herein is the Excellency of 
- the Scripture, that ſhews us a Hand, ordering and 
diſpoſing by a moſt Wiſe Counſel: theſe feerhing tu- 
multuary and, diſorderly Paſlages inthe World, to rhoſt 
admirable and fixed Ends. This is the firſt ching 
wherein the Wiſdom of this Counſel of God is ſeen 
ig chaining all chings one to another, by the very fame 
purpoſe whereby he determined the End. ; 
2, That in the diſpoſing of Means and Ends, every 
ring notwithſtanding, moves according to that Law , that 
he hath given to its particular Being, We uſually diſtin- 
guiſh the actions or ſucceſſes of things within our obs 
ervation into three Ranks or Ranges : iz. Neceſlary,. 
'Voluntary, Contingent : ; 
I. Neceſſary Effects are ſuch, as their Cauſes being 
admitted, have a neceſlary conjunRtion therewith, or 
conſequence thereupon , __— to the uſual _ 
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of Nature. Such are the Conſequences that riſe upon' 
the motions of the Heavens, as the poſitions of the 
Planetsz the Conſequents that ariſe upon the' con» 
tiguity or conjunction of the Elements ; and divers 
ſuch things, that hold a conſtant courſe in Nature. 
Theſe, although the great God may , and ſometimes 
doth , interrupt by the extraordinary ats of his 
Power, and toſhew his Freedom ; yet moſt admirably 
he doth not hinder , but uſerth them to the production ; 
of his own moſt ſure Counſels. And this evidenceth 
the Infinite Wiſdom of the great God , that hath (6 
- admirably framed his Works and his Counſels , that 
while the former move uniformly, according to that 
prone Rule and Law, which the God of Nature 
th put into them, yet the latter ſhall not be ins 
terrupted , but effected by them, py they know 
it not, nor mean it not. As when we fee in a curious 
Watch, the uniform motion of the Spring, ſerving to 
-produce ſeveral artificial motions 3 as of the hour of 
the Day, the day of the Month, the age of the Moon, 
and the like; we commend the Wiſdom of the Ar-' 
tiſt, that hath ſo tempered the Spring, chat by one 
uniform motion, it may be uſeful for all theſe; and 
hath likewiſe ſo dire&ted and managed this natural mo- 
tion of the Spring , to ſerve exactly thoſe different 
intellectual motions; and do conclude, that the con- 
trivance of this piece of Work was all at one time, 
otherwiſe it were impoſſible , that every part | 
hold that order : So when we ſee the natural mo» 
tions of the Creatures , conducing to the produGtion ' 
of thoſe rational Ends, which God hath appointed, 
we may ou admire the Wiſdom of God, that while 
he intengds a Purpoſe above the conception or drift of 
a natural Agent, he bringeth ic about without the 
violation of the Rules or Laws, which he hath 
pointed to be conſtant in Nature; and may molt jy 
C 
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conclude , That the Law of Necefficy.in the natural 
Agents 4 is but the Effect of that very Counſel; that 
hath predetermined his own Purpoſes by them; and 
that dey are all of a piece, all laid at the ſame time. 
And from thence grows the ſubſervience of the na- 
tural Agent, in the moſt rigid Law and Rule of his 
Operation, unto the free Counſels of the great God , 
thac doth moſt ſweetly and infallibly effect the latter, 
without the violation of that Rule, which he hath gi- 
ven to the former. And hence it is, that thoſe Ef- 
fets, which are produced nacurally by natural Cauſes, 
we do and may. call Natural and Neceflary ; and yet 
it excludes not the Counſel of the Divine Will in 
the production of it : for it is the ſame Counſel, thar 
hath made this neceflary connexion between the Cauſe 
and the Effet, that did predetermine the Effe& to 
be produced. Here then is conſpicuous the Wiſdom 
of , that while his Creatures , in whom he hath 
placed an uniform Courſe of Working , fulfil his 
__ yet they keep their - Law of Unformity and 
eceſſity. 

z. Voluntary, And this is admirable, that whiles 
Voluntary Agents do moſt neceſflarily falfil rhe Coun- 
ſel of God, yet they do it without the leaſt diminu- 
tion of their Freedom, The Jews did moſt freely 
crucije Chriſt, yet it was by the eterminate 
Counſel of God : Pharaoh did moſt freely refuſe to let 
Ihaet go, yet Almighty God rells him, for this pur- 
he raiſed him up to ſhew his Power upon 

m,"Exed. 9.16. And from hence we may obſerve 
the reaſon why Almighty God in all times hath uſed 
rational ways for the reducing of Men to: the Obedi- 
ence of his Will, not but that he could, if he pleaſed, 
force the Wills of all Mankind to what Diſpoticions 
or Actions he pleaſed ; but that were to 1 chat 
Law, which he at firſt 7 in Voluntary Agents. 

- 


Here 
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Here is the Wiſdom of the great God , his Willf 
be effected, yet. Man's Will not: forced : P/al, 1x6 
Thy People ſhall be willing in the day of thy Power, 
that the Concluſion is, The Wills of Men are 
by the Counſel of God for the producing of his 
yet without violation of Man's Freedom. is 
_ by - _ Nibens = the Guiihs _ | 
ounſel uſeth to work_the Will of Men to his Purpoſes, A 
molt uſually theſe, ” 
1. By proponnding Rational Objefts or Motives | 
cing to the winning the Will to a& thoſe things; 
are conducible to the Purpoſe of God. In 
Inſtance, concerning the hardening of Pharaoh's Heart, 
God had a Purpoſe to be'honoured upon Pharaeb,-in - 
the miraculous delivery of his People: it is propound 
ed to him, to let the People go it was a rational oc 
cafion for him to deny it, for then he ſhould loſe that 
Work , which was beneficial to him: doſes to cots 
firm his Embaſſage, caſts down his Rod ,_ it becomg 
a Serpent ; the Magicians, that were of a contrary 
Counſel to Moſes, did the like : this Obje&t hardeas 
the Heart of Pharash, The like we yy col- 
cerning Perſwafions, AfMlitions, and thoſe. other 
Diſpenſations of the Divine Will brought upon a Man 
in itt opportuno, I wt 
2. By giving and adminiſtring Extraordinary Aids at 
Inlightenings, Krengrhening the Faculties of the Soul; 
2/4 - withdrawing the ordinary Supplies and 
rence of God's Affiſtance. We are to know, 
the Being. of all things is from God, ſo the 


tural ſupportcation of all things in their ſeveral Pop 
1nd AG: ities, is from him : and if he withdraw ws 
Concurrence and Afiſtance, our Wills will move 


freely, but to other obje&s, or in another mann 
than they did when affifted by him. "Y 


theſe by 

y or ſubduction of my aid, of his Will; ſhall nor 

or. defeat my Counſel ; nor yet the pm 3: 
ill, whid 


that Counſel violate the Freedom of that W 
t | Iparpoſe to allow him. wy 
| 3. Coningent Eftets; which are fuch-as ariſe'from 
Ns 5 tie cad conjure” of Chit 
to  : con '0 Er, 
denominates the' Event neither Voluntary nor Necef. 
fy, alchough it perchance ariſe from Cauſes of both 
a either Nature : but theſe having no- natural con- 
jon or connexion one with the other , the Event, 
ariſeth upon this conjunure, is Caſual vr Con- 
tngent : And this Conſideration leads us to the third 
' | thing, wherein the Wiſdom of this Counſel is emi 
| N nent; viz, 
*4. In ordering, marſhalling , and managing of ſe 
| weral Cauſes, of ſeveral Natures, wholly independem 
ad wnſabordinate one to anther , to the fultilling of his 
8 own Ecernal, Infallible Counſel. And this confiſts in 
'F the drawing our of the ſeveral activities and cauſa- 
7} tons of things, at ſuch a time and ſuch a diſtance , as 
may be ſubſervient to the Effet; wherein , though 
Cauſes apart perhaps, move ſimply according to 
Nature , yet the meddling and mingling of t 
together , is a clear Evidence of the Unity and WiC 
om of that Counſel, by which they are governed, 
that admirable Piece of the Execution of God's 
| "0 Counſs! 
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oy concen 7eph, this is ligible almoſt is 
age of ay It is the Purpoſe of God, he ſhall be 
Via preſervation of his Father and Ire- 
ſiren; EALINE the laſt act of this Counſel preceding 
Advancement : He is committed to Priſon by the 
a& of" Potiphar , the chief Butler, by the Command © 
Pharaoh : Potiphar and Pharaoh were ſeveral Voluntar 
Agents, ye mee i of Lhe aig drawn out opal ( 
__ o _—_— gen po the Butler I 
occaſi 108 Ly Sh een [oſep t 
there they might have continued wnae- 
quaince Ul their deaths: an .A& of Divine Pro 
draws out an occaſion for their Acquaintand 
the Butler-is delivered, :and his Promile fot 
another given by Pheab's Dream : this 
not been nſeful for Jo" rfaſephy unleſs communicated by ; 
r49þ to the chief Butler: this .Comm 
out another .A& of his, »iz. the remembrance « 
{i thus theſe ſeveral Voluntary Ads of Ag 
independent one upon another , ae way; our 
TaEEt together in ſuch a con jnfure of time 
oduce that Event , which if any one, fad 
could not have been effected. The like is 
ervable in all the great and predicted: Cha 
NN fee and Kingdoms , how [OE 
are without ſtraining, as it were, -interwoven and mar 
Jedt together for the produQion of ſuch a change. At 
like for the natural motions of the ning, in th 
conſtitution, of mixt Bodies. Tho l 
apart moyes according to that Cau icy ; _ cout 
of Mace that is in 3g 2 Ft that Acivi | 
out 1n Wch-8 (ſtance » 4 at ſuch a time, 2 


CUITENCES , ar Qnce het oi] : 
0K Wiſdom "re the _— | of God yhile 
every Cauſe moves according to his own ' Narti ya 


they are ſtrangely mingled in the produQtion 0 
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UEKd, that ocither of ham 08d fore or intend,, 

gt the God that guided them. 

, It is an Active and ref#ible Counſel, This is 
what hath been before obſerved, viz, be- 

it is the cauſe and meaſure of the being and power 

Rr rom; it: it is Rennes _ 


tne Mr Rweee' © rr he, hey e or 
'i5 referred immediately to his Will , aid is 
ri aForeknowledge of what ſhall be,but | hath an 
influence into the being and operations of all 
: His Preſcience or Foreknowledge, we conceive 
an a&t of his Underſtanding , by which he aRually 
knows whatſoever ſhall be : This eſtience WAR an 
objetive impreſſion of the things themlelyes pon 


8 the Divine Und ; {or Gar were $0 Jiage® 

8 4 kind of Paſſibility, w wy py. ro _ 
Divine-PerfeRion, and k th a ed 5 
Nature of the Obje& to the Power, and a kind Fog 


e of the A& upon it: Bur as all thin int 


Dt ſe of his, he ſees'the pk up 
and it is impoſſible to fever the a&t i Parole, 
from the of his Knowledge of the hin 


though notionall differ, 
Rs, Dos nodcagty Gay ka 
particular! png ronapkpe To hes 
y unto 
ations, and motions in the World; forto ſuppoſe any 
thing could happen, or be without the r deter- 
| har flag this Counſel , INE aqmilion n _ 
were independent upon ower, and wou 
"Wig neceſſarily 
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neceſſarily make an utter incertainty in the whole 'di 
ſpe of the World, and fo diſappoint his Provis | 
yy rg rare roſy Lene Sy 
or Ve upon a Compages 
tion of ſeveral Interventions, that in themſelves 
hike been moſt inconſiderable , which if they had not 
it had been impoſſible the Event, though ne- 
, mage , could have happened: David raiſed 
rq ah king of 1/-ae!, a thing eminently in the Pur: 
poſe of God, y et had he not been ſent to the Arm 
with the Proviſions for os Brothegs, the means 
his + afery neue and cons tly the A vancemens 
it ſelf. had P thociog) the ſame 
Come, ork ory being King, had 
npr determined his Meſlige © to yy hs , that gel 
had been utterly w - the determination 
the Divine Providence: for which de fatto was 


the neceſſary Concurrent to his "Rams, 


calual, and not withs' thec ce of Providence, {0 
all the dependances that had been upon it. | 
ſame we muſt ane; TA in of the ations of Valuntary 
Agents. Two Difficulties occur ; 

1. How the Predetermination of the Ads of Vo- 
Won's Agra an conſiſt with the Liberty of the 

#1 fY 

2. How the Predetermination of the Sinful Acts of 

Vorngary Agents can conhfiſt with the Juſtice or Pys 


Py ouching the former, we.conclude, | 
1, That althou though Almighty God hath been pleaſed 
tq vive Voluntary Agents a Liberty of Wull, yer he 
may moſt Fjaltly of his abſolute Power | 
, and in what he pleaſeth, 
on 15, "He is abſolute 20d maliged 16 Lied « 
reaturez and in * much 


as the Creature _ 
ao Being, but by his Will he cannoe claim Dany "a 


| 
: 
k. 
] 
k 
| 
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7 To, what conſiſts with his Maker's Will: if he wills 


ion of that courſe, which he hath-regu- 


: larly ſertled, that i ergy 3 rs is as juſt, as that courſe 


which he interrupteth : y depend 
the lame Wl. - 50 Gout wy 
2. That though he may wolt jaſtly , if he: pieaſe 
alter that courſe , which he hath fſertled in Natural or 
Voluntary Agents; yet eb Wil, that he doth 
it got, but hath been pleaſed to hold that courſe in 
Natural , but eſpecially cant ents, that 
ove. according to that Liberty, with which he 


3- That nevertheleſs, all the voluntary ations of 


Men fall under the Predetermination of his Counſel : 


otherwiſe it were impoſſible, - but that the World 
ſhould be governed 2t random, the contrary whereof 
is moſt clearly evidenced-by daily obſervation.,-and 
jevens! poſi = eggs or, gas Holy Pipes and by what 


w_ TP is evident , that this Predetermination of the 
Divine Counſel is without any Violation of the Li- 
oy 02 $008 ſubordinate Agent; becauſe the Aion 

elicited by ſuch means , as-at once 

confiſterh with F = infallibility of Divine Providence, 
and the' nature of the Agent. - The great motive and 
object of all the ations and averſions of Men is Good 
and Evil ; the great means whereby Men are carried 
unto theſe a&tions: or averſions, are Convictions of the 
Underſtanding, arifing from the union of theſe Ob- 
the a& of the rational 


jects to the g5 
Appetite or Will following that Conviction , if noe 


te command gf the Wil part| pardy managed 
ad conſt nſtitution of the Bod . Rad certainly; if ne 
Mas had an exafh, £6 Hot of is Fane remper, 
and: conſtitucion of another Mans and Ing power a2 
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© - apply his Obje& fo exattly to his Underſtanding and 
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10nS: as to meet with them exa&lyz and could 
diſcover the motions of the Soul upon that Obje& 
propoſed , and could apply to every oppoſition a 
ſuitable anſwer or qualification 3 this Man might eafi- 
ly prederermine what the other ſhould do, and yet 
in drawing out that ation, no way injure his Liberty. 
How much more can the Infinite and Omnipotent 
God, who put that Liberty , Underſtanding , and 
Afﬀections in Man , poficively prederermine ſuch an 
a& to be done, and yer draw out that a& by ſach 
means by him decreed, as may notwithſtanding uit 
with the Li of his Will 5 the freedom of the 
action being no leſs predetermined , than the ation it 
ſelf : Eſpecially, if we conſider the Power of this 
God, in adding or withdrawing of the extrinſecal 
Helps and Concurrences of his own immediate Afſt- 
ſtance, which have a more intimate and powerful ope- 
ration- upon the Soul ,- than barely objeRive , whuch 
yet hurts not, nor hinders the intrinſecal Freedom of 
the a of the Will. | 

2. To the ſecoud queſtion, concerning the Counſel of 
God, touching Sinful Afions : We are to conſider 
therefore , that Sis is the Violation of a Law, given 
unto a Voluntary Agent , by him that hath power to 
give that Law to the Will. In this deſcription, we 

ve thoſe ſeveral terms, all neceſſarily to be adnutted, 
-before there' can be any Sin : 

1. A Law given: for where there is no Law , there 
can be no Tranſgrefſion. phAtT: 

2. A Voluntary Agent , to whom this Law is given 
for it is impoſſible, that any thing can be capable of 
a Law properly, but a voluntary Agent ; becauſe the 
proper of a Law, is to put an extrinſecal Re- - 
ſtraint Under a Penalty nupon that which hath choice 
to obey it, or nat. Natural Agents, though they 

| move ' 


ant Il 
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move according to a Rule, the interruption whereof, © 
cauſeth a Deformity , yet'they move not by a Law's 
and therefore not capable of Sin. 

3. An _ in him , that gives the Law, to 
ive it to the Will, A Man, that hath an extri 

ower over me without my conſent, may give 2 
Law to me, and exa& the Obedience of it 3; but the: 
Violation of this Law is no fin , becauſe he hath no 
power upon my -Will, but God hath a power to 
command my Will, and exa& Obedience of it. 
Hence it is, that there can be no "Io NS 
God , becauſe a]l Obligation is reduftive only» to 


A Violatios of that Law, by the a& of the Will ; 

and herein we have two things : | 
1. The Subje& denominated : that is the Aion, 
which preciſely conſidered, cannot be finful ; bur ir 
is therefore ſinful , becauſe ir is the produt of my 
Will ;. contrary to this Law. Hence it is, that no 
action that is enforced, can be ſaid to be finful : and 
eyery evil ation hath ſo much of fin in it, as it hath 
of Will ; and doth receive degrees of Evil, accord- 
ing-ro-the meaſure of Conſent and Concurrence 
of the Will. And hence it is, that the A of the 
Will againſt that Law, is equally fin, as if it had pro- 
ceeded into at 3 which- was that moſt rational: and 
clear Doctrine of our Saviour, "RIF 
2. The thing denominating that ation ſinful : ic 
is the wag. > of rhe a& of the Will; for the laſt 
a&t of the Will, which preceeded the"a&tion, is the 
Sin 3 and the ation divided from that a& of the Wil 
ling is not, nor can- be finfyl: It is therefore called a 
ſinful ation , becauſe it is the fruit or expreſſion of an 
act of the Will, moving contrary to this Law of God. 
And by this it is evident , that the Sin is not inherent 
in the' external aRion prodyced by the Will, bur = 
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the Will it ſelf: and that the Sin hath a pre-exiſtence, 
ſuch as it is in the Conſent of the Will , before the 
action is produced ; And according to the meaſure of 
the freenels and fulneſs of that Conſent is the'meaſure' 
of the Sin', and not according to the ation; though 
it be regularly true, that that conſent of the Will, thar 
is ſtrongeſt, produceth moſt ordinarily an ation. Hence 
ie is, that an action contrary to the Command of God, 
proguces either through Incogitancy, Fear, Surprize, 
Paſſion , is not fo great a fin, as a deliberate, ſfudied, 
reſolved Sin, though in truth it be not produced jnto 
at, by reaſon of ſome extrinſecal —_— be- 
cauſe the is afuller Conſent:of the Will in the latter, 
than in the oHrowr " Firs | 

Theſe being premiſed, we may conclude, 

; 1, Gods Counſe doth not predetermine the Will 
to. any evil: for although it is true, the Obligation 
of 2 Law is the neceſlry Ancecoden of every Sin, 

and it is impoſſible, that the Laws , which gives: 
to man, do bind the a. ay Fo FE this is incon- 
ſiſtent wich his Purity , Truth, Juſtice : Inconfi- 
ſtent with his Doriey' for certainly there is an intrin- 
ſecal Juſtice and Holineſs in the Law of God, where- 
of he cannot cauſe the Violation : Inconſiſtent with 
his Truth 3 the Will of his Counſel never crofleth the 
Will of his Command : Inconfiſtent with his Juſtice, 
to require an, Obedience to that Law, whereof he 
doth neceſſitate the breach 3 And in this caſe prede- 
terminating the. Action by way of neceſſitating the 
Will, and to predetermine the Obliquity, differs little. 

- 2+ Much leſs. doth he infuſe Obliquity: or Evil iato 
the Will, to ſerve the Series of his Counſels. 

But then jt ſeems the Evil Actions of Men are out 
of the Counſel of Gods or God muſt take up new 
Counſels upon the Viſion, or at leaſt Previſion, of 
the ations of Men. No : But here A * 
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ber , what hath been before premiſed, that here is 
ſeen the great Juſtice and Wiſdom of this Counſel, 
that it puts nothing off from that manner of opera- 
tion wherewith the God of Nature hath endued ir, 
Thus he draws out infallibly the a&ion of a free 
Agent , even in things ſinful, and yer the Will moves 
freely in what it doth , and conſequently , owes that 
Sin to it ſelf : The Counſel of God is ative in theſe 
particulars : | 

1, Propoſing of an Obje& : The Baby/oni/b Garment 
was no cauſe of Achan's (in; for it was propounded 
oy meerly objectively , and was paſſive to his 

ICE, 

2, By Permitting extrinſecal Moral Perſwaſtons un- 
to-ſin. ' This is Temptation. Adam was created with- 
out (in, yet with Liberty to fin : He was left wholly 
in the hands of his own Will: here was an Object 
preſented3-the fruit was fair to look upon ; and Mo- 
ral Perſwafions by the Devil, that there. was no dan- 
ger, that it would make them wiſe: the Man eats : 
This is moſt clearly a moſt free a& ; for neither the 
propofition of the Obje&, nor Perſwaſtons, do any 
way derogate from the freedom of the action : God 
could in his Counſel have intercepted the Obje&, or . 
impeded the Perſwaſion : he doth neither: the fin is 
committed 3 and that without the leaſt colour of im- 
putation to the Counſel of God; for the Man's Will 
was not neceſſitated, he ſinned freely. 

3. By withdrawing thoſe efficacious Aids of his 
Grace and Diſpenſation, which, eſpecially fince rhe - 
Fall of Man , are the great impediment to that Ca- 
reer of fin, that Man would run. And this is no 
violation of Man's Nature or Freedom : for they are 
extrinſecal, to his Nature, and therefore not due to 
him ;. nor _is he injured if withdrawn from him, eſpe- 
cially, fince for the moſt part, Man thruſts 4 

: ore 
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before they are taken : Such are the outward diſpen- 
fations of his Providence in Education , Aﬀition 
Proſperity , the Preaching of his Word, Advice of 
Friends, giving external to the humours of the 
Body : Theſe and the like, lends to the Sons of 
Men, and may take them again when he will. And 
as he bath ſuch outward operations, ſo without que- 
ſtion, ſuch is the Vicinity of God to our Souls, -that 
there are Secret Inward Perſwaftons ſent in by the 
Power of God to our Souls, which as they do 'not 
violate the Liberty of our Wills, but dire& them, fo 
they are not due to the Creature debito juftirie, and 
may be withdrawn without injuſtice. "pw 
4. By Otdering it : Thus the Wiſe God oftentimes, 
brings Good out of Evil, by the reſtraining the fin 
guo ad hoc, by the Diſpenſation of his Providence; as 
a wiſe Politician will order the Ambition, Cruelty, 
Luſt, &c. of Men for bringing good to the Common- 
wealth. The Depravation of Man's Nature is Uni- 
verſal; and. like as the Water would diffuſe it felf 
over the whole Surface in the purſuit of its own mo- 
tion and Nature, fo the corrupted Nature of Man 
being now become univerſally evil, would diffuſe 
it ſelf- in all diforders: but as a wary Artiſt , will 
by external Proviſions, not only confine this natural 
motion of this extravagant Element, to this or that 
courſe, but alſo make its natural motion ſerviceable 
for artificial endsz ſo the Wiſe God doth not only ſet 
Bars and Doors, and faith to this Sea of Miſchief, 
Hitherto ſhalt thou go , and no farther , and here ſhall 
thy proud Waves ſtay ; but alſo ſo manageth the ſame, 
. that- whiles Man fins, he works his Creator's Will, 
which he knows not: © Aſhrian, the rod of mine an- 
ger, GC. howbeit he meaneth not ſo, neither «doth his heart 
think ſo, but it is in his heart to deſtroy and cnt off nations 
vet « few, 1a, 10, 7. Afinful and unthankful ay de- 
- crves . 
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ſerves 2 puniſhment : an ambitious and cruel dbrie 


flies at all opportunity of Rapine and Spoil 
gndinns by dogs + ng ty but that which 
is towards Iſrael , there he finds a paſſage, and 
breaks out , ſatisfies freely his own ambitious ends, 
which only he purſued , yet fulfils the Will” of our 
Creator , which he knew not, nor thought of : This 
alſo cometh from the Lord, who is ul in Counſel, 
and excellent in working. Thole ways of God and the 
manner of his Concurrence in thoſe ations are evi- 
dent in Scripture, Exod. 7. 3. 1 will harden Pharaoh's 
heart, &c. Verſe 11. They caſt down their rods, 
and they "became Serpents, 8c. and he hardened Pha- 
raoh's- herrt ; that he hearkened not nnto them, "Exod. $. 
15. When Pharaoh ſaw that there was reſpite, he har- 
dened his heart , and hearkened not wntd them, as the 
Lord had ſaid, ibid. Verſe 3z. and divers other parts 
of the Hiſtory. The Lord hardened his Heart by 
Permiſhon of the Magicians Miracles , by permit- 
ting objective preſenting to him the Profit of the 
7ews Labours, by Withdrawing that external Con- 
currence and operation of his Grace , which might 
have ſoftned it : and Pharaoh actively hardens his own 
Heart, 2 Sam. 24. 1, J/5acl had offended God, and 
muſt be puniſhed ; but there was an Impediment to 
the Execution of this Judgment , David's Integrity, 
who was concerned in the good or evil of his People : 
if God withdraw his affiſtance from David, and let 
in Satan to-tempt him , David will fin as well as his 
People, and fo both deſervedly puniſhable. And he 
moved David to number the people 3, yet 1 Chron, 21. I. 
And Satan ſtood wp againſt I{rae] , and provoked David 
to number the people : Here were three Parties : God 
moved by permitting Satan to provoke , by with- 
drawing a powerful Countermotion , by Ordering 
David's 
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David's {fin for the means of the puniſhment of 1-ae/'s 
fin : Satan provoked, incited, and perſwaded , either 
immediately , or mediately 3 for now the Watchm 
is gone, God hath withdrawn his Hand , and Satan 
loſeth not the opportunity : David numbers 3 David's 
Heart was as corrupt and vain-glorious as anothers, 
and as eaſily ſurprized by a Temptation , when the 
—_— of 1ſrael is abſent, and remeto impediments {ins 
as freely, and more naturally, as before it walked 
conformable to the Will of his Maker 3 this Samp/or 
hath loſt his Locks , and he becomes as another Man. 
In the mean time , let us ever admire the Juſtice of 
our Maker, who never neceſſitates us to incur a 
Puniſhment by neceſſitating our Sin 3 and his Mercy 
in rewarding that Obedience , which he alone per- 
forms in us. Alſo to thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy, 
' for thou rendereſk to every Man according to his Works, 


Palm 62. 12. 
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oY A. «Og 
Of the Execution of the Eternal C ounſel of God, 
in his Works of Creation and Providence 


N O W we come to confidet the Execution of that. 
Counſel 'in thoſe two greater . tranſient Ads, 
. viz, Creation and Providence: 62 £2 Rart:” 

1. Touching the. Creation, This we conſider in ge- 
neral, and particularly as concerning Man :. In. general; 
we reſolve the work of Creation into rhree parts. 

1, The original produttion of all things out of mithing, 
This is ſimply Creation. Ge. 1. 1. I the' beginning God 
created the: Heaven, and the Earth, (God Created :) This is 
the greateſt conceptible motion, Viz. 4 now eſſeiad efſe 5 
and though it be an act of Faith to belieye'it;” becauſe 
related, Heb, 11. 3. yet it is a'conclufion of Reaſon to 
know it, as it appears by what hath been before obſer- 
ved concerning the impoſſibility ro have'any eternal 
ſubſiſtence bur one : And this truth, thought be dedu- 
cible by necefluy of Reaſon; if a God/be once admit- 
ted, yet {0. infinite is the diſtance berween Nothing 
and a Being, that divers of:the acuteſt Naturalilts were 
ignorant of. its the ignorance of which Principle-cauſed - 
many: of, their abſurd and unintelligible-Poſitions and 
Superſtryu&ions,, to ſupply: thote- dithculries,- which by 
this only. Trath; are avoided: as.concerning:the Fir 
Macter. the Eductions of "Forms out :of. the- power 
. of ic, by I khow not what Agents. (God created :) This 
infinite Motion could only proceed from .an infini 
Power , -who by the mere act of his Will, conſtitutes 
fomerhing out of nothing. ( 7» the beginning : ) Time 
could not. .be , before there. were g that 

L ſuccefſion 
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ſucceſſion of Being for it is the meaſure of a ſuc- 
therefore 


cellive z the beginning of created” 
Beings, muſt needs be the beginning of Time, and 
Creation was the beginning of created Beings. ( The 
Heavens and. the Earth : ) The indigeſted matter of the 
Heavens and the Earth. 


2. The dividing and ordering of this Haſs ; calling out 
the en earning of them with 
forms and qualities. : This was ſubſequent to the crea- 

ERIE INOS On Cry LOS 
uction in two Expreſſions : 

I. The motion of the Spirit of God upon the face 
of the Watersz Verl. z. containing an ac of the Di- 
vine Power, whereby he fitted every thing to be ready 
for his call : for though by the ſame inſtantaneous at, 
the Divine Power could in the firſt inſtant of Creation 

| have put things in their ſeveral Beings, yet it was his 
Will to work fſucceffively , firſt creating the Matter, 
then breathing upon it , and fitting this confuſed ſub- 
Rance with aptitude for the things to be thereout pro- 


2. The Word of Command : Let there be Light, &c. 
inthe Sree works of the the dare. And bow ay 
may obſerve the admirable Wiſdom of God, as in 


divers particulars, &c. fo eſpecially in theſe : 1, In 
oo ef Go cates par 


ſuicable to their Kinds , by one doth- not 
to encroach upon the Conveniences of the other's 
fiſtence : For an Inſtance, the Beaſts, Fiſhes, | 
endued. with Appetites ſuitable to their Being , yet 


the ſeveral Kinds affecting ſeveral Nowrthmears, i 


pes «a Aa a eO_ 
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yeral places of Reſidence, &c. Herbs of' contrary 
qualities ; drawing ſeveral Nouriſhments of feveral 
Natares 4 even from the ſame Clod of Earch: 

. 3. In the Poſition and Sitnation of created Bei 
both for Beauty, and Convenience, ſo chat the Wit 
of the moſt envious Atheiſt; cantot imagine how the 
Elements ; the Heavens; the mor Cana could 
' be more beautifully, or uſefully p : every: ching 
ferves to accotamodare and fit the other; and ſpeaks 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the Creator: the Poſt» 
tion of the Earth, the Water , the Air , ;withexqui- 
fire Convenience , that they may meerfor the con- 
fticution of mixt, and the ſubſiſtence ' of - anirmare 
Creatures i The Earth and other Bodies have dex&n« 
dance upon the power and influence of the'Sun and 
Heavens each is fitted with a Figure, d the Hea- 
vens with a Motion , that may with admirable con- 
yenience diſpenſe thar Influence : the variety of Se#- 
ſons, depending upon the ecliptical motion of the 
Sun, giving variety to the Creature, and intermifſions 
to the Earth ; whereby ſhe may recover ſtrength in 
the Winter, for the ſupply of the Summer : The very 
imprefect Creatures , the Rain, the Winds, Snow; &c, 
of admirable uſe for the Earth, Air, and Water : The 
Elements ſo placed and qrdered , that whiles thei 
contrary motions and qualities of Rarety and Denſity, 
preſerve the extremity of their contrary active quali- * 
ties from meeting , yet their Vicinity is ſuch; that one 
allays the violence of the other , and fo are in a fic po- 
ſition and temper for produRtion of mixe Bodies. 

J | lanting in every thing 4 radical *BRivity and 
Canſality , by which it moves. This is by Virtue of 
that Word of the Power of God: the vyery-Maltipli- 
cation of the Creature , Gen, 1. 22. The watming of 
our Garments by the South Wind, 7eb 27. 17. The 
Nouriſhmene that comes om our Breag , Dear. 8. 3- 

2 þ 
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is due to this Word of Command and Benediction, that 
the Lord at firſt ſpoke to the Creature. | 

Now concetning the particular Creation of Maj 
not to enter *imo' rhe” conſftderation of the manner of 
his Creation}, his-Eſſentials , the Body, the Sou! ,- or 
the nature of either 3 but we ſhall enquire, What is 
meant by'the' Likeneſs or Image of God 2 There was 
a twofold Trmage of God : | 

1, Eſſential,- viz, A patticipation in his very Eflence, 
of a Conformity -to the Divine Nature ,, which cone 
ſiſted in tlitee particulars : k 
' 1. That he had an Immortal Soul : this is that 
which, iſa 2. 2.3. is called the Image of his Eter- 
nity + 5 125 
2. "That he'was an Intellectual Being : 

3. Thathe was a Free Agent. 

Theſe, being eflential to-Man , were not loſt by 
him : and for this teafon, God required the ſame (e- 
verity agaitift' Murder , / as if Man had never fallen, 
Gen. 9.6, For in the Image of God made he Man, 

2. An Accidental Image , which conſiſted in an a& 
ventitious Petfeftion, which God added to Man. 

1, Dominion, Ger. x. 26. And let them have Domi- 
non, &C, So God created Man'in his own Tmage, The Do 
minion, which he gave' tro him, made him: reſemble 
God : and-hence it is, that thoſe that have power of 
Command, are called Gods, Exod. 4. 17. And thes 
ſhalt be to him inſtead of God,  Pſal. $2. 6." 1 have ſaid 
3e are gods, Vid Gen, 9.2. This Dominion conſiſted not 
only in his Power to inforce his Commands by the 
advantages of Wir and Strength above other Creatures, 
but likewiſe in a Subje&ion' in the Creatures to his 
Dominion. | 

2. An incorruptible Union between the Body and 
the Soul, Gen, 2. 17. The day that thou eateſt thereof, thew 
ſhajt ſwrely die, - Hence: Remi 5. the Apoſtle concludes 


J 
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Death the fruit of Sin. This might have been either 
by reaſon of the excellence of his natural-Conſticatis 
onz or by ſupplying it with ſpecial Aſliſtance , by 
which means , the Lives of the Fathers before the 
Flood, had (o long a duration ; or by aſſuming of him 
mo Heaven, without any dilffolution* of Sogl: 
Body, as was Enoch, Gen. 5. 24. oo ht 

3- A filling of the Intelle&tual Faculty with the 
Light and Knowledge of all things , e of his 
Maker. And herein conſiſted his high degree” df Hap- 
pineſs. But as the Obje&, or the Union of the'Obj 
to the Faculty, is not of the Eſſence of that Tntelle 
Nature, wherein that Faculty reſides, but Cn te re 
moved without any eſſential change, ſo was'this:* and 
that herein conſiſted the Image of God” appears by 
Coleſ.. 3. 10. The Renovation by Chriſt , witch" is.ye» 
newed in knowledge after the Image of him that created hin. © 

4. Holineſs, or Conformity of the Will to 
Will of God. This appears likewiſe by the "ſtare ' 
Renovation, Epeſ. 4. 24. Put on the New Mar, which 
after God is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs 5 
which, as it preſuppoſeth a true Knowledge of the Will 
of God, ſo it was a free choice of Obedience to it. 
This was not efſential to the Will , becagſe the Will 
was eſſentially Free, but had been neceſlary to the 
Will, in caſe the Underſtanding had nor been abuſed, 
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CHAP. IV. 


the Providence of God in ſpecial , concer 
ff in order to his ſapream End. 


HUS much zouch ſhortly touching the Creation , and 

T Man's Confſtitgtion in it; the ſecond parc of the 

Diſpenſation of this Copnle| , is God's Provider; 

(hall paſs over or art, which is the 

Gener vidence of God , conſider of tha 

Providence or Diſpention of of Divine Coun- 

{ ..which concerneth ay, and that not Menrly 8 
a Creature , but in order to his pd A End 

all confider therefore the courſe pe this og of 


od, in order to the Eternal End of 
three Conditions, or Times, wherein w d] he, 


Before the Fall ; 
After the Fall; 


In Crt. 


Concerning the eſtate of Man before the Faf, or fi 
of Adam we have already examined certain Gene 
Fab, , that ; ae Cc conducible to this point, viz. 

hat God did appoint Man to ſome End, or 
Good, role to the conſtitution and valye of hy 
Nature; and this is his Happineſs, 
- >. That this Good muſt therefore be an Infinite, Im 
ortal, Intelligible Good), ————_ it could not be 
byerable \ the Nature of 
& i not, nor _ 'be, any ſuch Good 
bot only God 
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4. That the Actual Enjoyment of this Good is by 
the Union of the Soul to God, and the Communion 
of God to the 

5. That the only Means of attaining this Union and 
Communion muſt needs be ſuch, and ſach only, as the 


Will of God pleaſeth to appoiac. 

We ſhall now deſcend to theſe two particular + 
quiries, VIZ; 
" 1. What was that great Exd or Happineſs, which 
Man did, or might enjoy in his created condition? 

'2, What was the Adeans, whereby to attain and 


keep chat Happineſs? 


1. Concerning the former, viz. What was Mas 
Happineſs in his Creation ? we (hall conſider him inthoſe 
three degrees of Living which he had : 

1. As a Vegetable turez an exa&t Conſtitution 
and temper of Body , which though naturally cor- 
ruptible, yer by the interpoſition of the Divine Power, 
not ſubject to corruption: thoſe things that were for 
his uſe and ſuſtencation, the Air, the Water, the Fruits 
of the Earth, moſt exactly conducible to the perpe- 
tuating of his Life without Pain or Sickneſs. 

2, As a Senſible Creaturez Exquiſitene(s of Senſe, 
and receptive of whatſoever the Creature could at- 
ford conducing to his Uſe or Delightz- and the Crea- 
ture likewiſe ftted for the ſupply of thoſe Senſes,every - 
Herb given him for Food,all the Creatures came to him 
to receive their Names, he had Dominion over them, * 
a molt pleaſant Garden planted by God himſelf for his 
Habitation, with a Tree of Immortality in it: 

3. As a Rational Creature. : 

1. A moſt juſt and ſweet Subordination of the in- 
feriour Faculties to the ——_ , the ſenſitive Ap- 
petite, the Paſſions , and Motions of the Spirits. 

z. A moſt exad fitne(s and perfection of thoſe Or- 
gans of the Body , which as 4 for the opert- 

4 £1 
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tions of the Faculties of the Soul ; and a petfect and 
juſt Union of the Body and Soul, whereby the Soul 
mighe clearly and perfectly exerciſe all her Faculties. 
3. Which is the height of all the reſt, fitting of 
thoſe Faculties with the moſt perfe&t and ſuitable 
Object, even God himſelf: for all Faculties or Powers 
receive their perfe&ion by their Objects : to have an 
Underſtanding as comprehenſive as Heaven, to have 
a Will of as vaſt Deſires as infinitude it ſelf, and nat 
to have an Obje& ſuitable to either , were a greater 
nhappineſs than to: want the Faculties. In the 
Creation therefore, God filled. the Underſtanding with 
the fight and knowledge of Himſelf, of his Majeſty 
Glory, Bounty, Goodneſs; with the knowledge of 
his Will and Mind concerning Man; with the know- 
ledge of his Works, and of his Workings. This 
could not chuſe but work in the Mind of Man an- 
{werable returns to the nature of this Object. 
; He is fully conceived to be the higheſt and moſt 
ſupream Good , and therefore muſt needs take up the 
higheſt and choiceſt Deſires to attain and keep him : 
God is pleaſed to communicate himſelf to theſe De- 
fires, his acceptation of them , and intimate Expreſ- 
ſions of Love to his Creature : This as it is the higheft 
Happineſs, and the Reſt of the Creature, fo it can- 
not chuſe but ingage the Soul to return Love and 
Obedience to .the Will of his God, eſpecially when 
all thoſe Engagements to Obedience are likewiſe pre- 
{ſented to the Soul, that it owes its Being to him, that 
his will is moſt righteous and fit to be obeyed, And 


this Qbedience arifing from theſe Principles of Love 
to God, as it was without all Hypocrifie, ſo it was 
without all pain and tediouſneſs 3 for it did arife from 
an inward and active Principle , and was a&ted by moſt 
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Love and Duty to his Maker, than he did in the 
knowledge of the Beauty and Goodneſs of his ay 
which was the cauſe of that Love and Duty. d 


'as the atings of the natural Appetice upon a proper 


and ſeaſonable Objet, when they exceed not their 
proportion, are delightful; ſo the aCtings of the ra- 
tional Appetite, conhiſting in Love and Obedience to 
God, wherein they could not exceed their juſt pro- 
portion, were the delight of the Soul: his —_— 
conſiſting in the returns to his Maker of Love a 

Obedience, and the' Goodneſs of his God , in com- 
municating himſelf and his favour, exciting and ac- 
cepting thoſe returns, did both conduce to the fulfi]- 
ling of his Blefſedneſs. All this, as it was derived 
from the Bleſſing of God, 1 Gen, 28, fo it ended in 
the Perfeftion of the Creature : And God ſaw all that 
he had made, and behold it was very Good. Ib. Ver. 31. 

2. The Means whereby he attained , or rather pre- 
ſerved this ſtate of Happineſs, which was in effect 
congenite with (though not eflential to ) his Being, 
This was only Obedience to the Will of his Maker. In 
all inferiour Creatures, we ſee a kind of inclination 
or inſtin& to follow the Rule of cheir Nature : This 
conducts them to that degree of Felicity and Beauty, 
which is commenſurate to their Nature ; herein, though 
they follow the Will of their Creator, in the Law of 
their Creation, it is not properly Obedience , nor that 
inſtin& properly 4 Law : the latter is only given, and 
the former only performed, by ſuch a Creature as hath 
Liberty and Choice, and conſequently, Knowledge 
and Underſtanding , wichout which it is impoſlible ro 
have the other. Man alone of all viible Creatures, 
is endued with both, and ſo fitted to receive a Law, 


'and to obey it: Being thus fitted , he hath a double 


ingagement of Obedience, »iz. of Duty and of Profit : 
d his Being from his _ 
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and that Being furniſhed with Happineſs : This is an 
infinite and boundleſs engagement of Dury, even to 
the utmoſt of his Bei 2. Of Profit or Advantage: 
this ſtock of Happineſs, that was but now freely con- 

erred upon him, is put into his hands under this Con- 
dition , if he bteak his Condition, he forſeits, and that 
moſt juſtly, his Happineſs. But yet if chis Law were 
beyond the capacity of his Nature, then there might 
be ſome excuſe of his Diiobedience : But as this Hap- 
pinefs was fully commenſurate to his Nature, ſo was 
this Law, which was the ſubject of his Obedience. We 
- ſhall therefore conſider theſe three things : 


1. What was the Law of Man's Creation ? 
2. Whence the Obligation of it ? 
3- What the SanRion or Penalty ? 


1. What the Law was? Obedience was the Duty 
of Man to the Will of his Creator: the Law was the 
— of that Will, in this or that patticular 

mmand, or Prohibition : The Laws that God gave 
to Man therefore were of two kinds : 

1. Such as did þear a kind of proportion or con- 
venience to the Nature of Man : ſuch are a!l thoſe 

ral Ditates, which we call Laws of Nature, as 
keeping of Faith , worſhipping Godz and moſt, if 
niqt all thoſe Precepts jn the Decalogue, are but Ex- 
pretfions of theſe Laws. Theſe, though they have 
no Obligation, but by the Command of God , yet 
my aye a kind of Congruity with the very Nature 
0 

- 2. Suchas though they have their original Juſtice of 
Obligation upon the ſame uae as the formet hath, 
viz, The ſubordination of the rat ional Creature to the 
Will of God, yet in hes individyo, there goth not PPT 
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that Congruity of Nature: of Man with 
mand: ſuch was the Command of forbearing og 
bidgen Fruit ; and anſwerable to this, in a!l times, God 
hath bach been plea to to gioe Commands of theſe tw 

$, ny. Ar the ſame time 
Fed. Murder , holds Congruity wich Hu- 
mane Nature ; Which of Blood , which doth not 
appear to hold ſach Congrui þ Gen 17, 2. t0 Abrah 
Walk, before me , - be p which is 2 Rule of 
natural Juſtice; and cos. hs poet of Circunicifion, the 
reaſon w wn not ſo naturally appear ; {o to 
the 7ews , not only the Moral Law , bur fivers Cere> 
monial Rites, which have no ſuch = confore 
miry tO  —K The reaſon of this, and why the 
firſt Man's Obedience was tried upon this 
was becauſe that in the Obedience to ſuch a Com- 
mand , is given the cleareit and moſt free Obedience 
to God; for we hereby acknowledge his Freedom 


to command what he p and our juſt 
tion to obey whar he commands , meerly becauſe 
commands. 


becaaſe it is impoſſible, that any Law can 

, unleG ic hath ſome Proma/gation or diſcovery 
him that gives it, or ſomewhat equivolent une 

it , we are toc » How theſe Laws came to be 


ledge of is into the Mad it wilt not 


be mal 9 code: Hr th not ariſe 
conformity of to Hu- 

mane | ne ey 28 Injanct ln 

command of God in ic. But as © 


though they —_— 0 Man 1 te Wl 
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of God, yet they did hold a kind of intrinſecal pro- 
portion and conformity to the very Nature of Men. 
And hence it is, that though by the Fall, a general 
deficiency was in Man , yet the tracks and foor-ſteps 
of thoſe Laws remain in his very conſtitution. Though 
this cannot be the cauſe of their Obligation, yet que- 
ſtionleſs, this was part of the means of their Publica- 
tion to Man, Rom, 2. 14 The Gentiles not having the 
Law, do by nature the things contained in the Law, And 
although much were due to Education, and Tradition, 
and the conrſe of God's Providence in propagating the 
Knowledge of the Moral Law, yet ſuch a conveni- 
ence it hath with -the nature and nſe of Men, that 
when they once come to an actual exerciſe of right 
Reaſon, they have in all ſucceſſions of times and pla» 
ces taken up thoſe Laws of Nature, which we call the 
Moral Law, or the moſt parts of them. 

2. Touching the Obligation of theſe Laws, it was 
twofold : 1. From the InjunRtion and Command of God, 
who had an Univerſal, Infinite, and Unlimited Power 
over his. Creature, and might moſt juſtly require his 
Obedience. And into this Power of God, together 
with his a&ual Command or Prohibition , is all the 
Obligation of all Laws, whether Natural or Poſitive, 
and of all inferiour Laws, Compact, or Agreements, 
to be reſolved. And without the due conſideration 
of this, Mankind is looſe. Though the natural Con- 
pruity of the Moral Law to the Nature of Man might 

the means of its Publication , it is the Command 
of God, that is, and ever was , the cauſe of its Obli- 

tion. 
af 2. From the Compa?t and Stipulation ef Man. God 
at into Man's hands a ſtock both of Bleſſedneſs and 
ibertyz and though he might have commanded his 
Creature, and it had bound eternally , yet, to add 
the greater engagement upon him , he enters — 
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tract: with hin, ——_ his Obedience. Hence ie 
is called the Covenant of Works. - And in all enſy-, 
iog times, when it pleaſed God to reinforce the Law 
of Nature or Obedience, he dorh-it by way of Com- 
pact or Covenant, as well as Command; to add ano- 
ther Obligation .as well of Contract-as Duty. And 
from this grew the Univerſality of che Guile that was 
contracted by Diſobedience : Adam, covenanted for 
him and his Poſterity, Rom. 5. 19... As the Obedience 
of Chriſt is effecual. for his Seed ,, by way of Con- 
tract and Stipulation:with God the Father ;- ſo was, the 
Diſobedience of :Adaw binding upon his Seed , partly. 
by reaſon of his Contra&t and Stipulation 3 and ſo they 
are made there parallel. Sed de hoc infra.: 

3-: The Sax#ion of the Law given, to Adam. The 
Violation of any Law given by ham, .that hath Power, 
- contracts Guile, that: is, Obligation to Puniſhment : 
the meaſure of this Puniſhment is that San&ion, which 
God did put upon the. Violation of this Law, Gen, 2, 
17. 1n the day thaw eateſt , thow [Halt ſurely die * Herein 
are four Particulars : 1, The Offence, eating the _ 
bidden Fruitz 2. The Panihnens, Benches 3. The 
Time; of the inflicting of it, in the day. - 4. The -Ex- 
tent of it, thou (halr-die, &c. | 

Touching the firſt: The thing ſpecially prohibited, 
was eating the forbidden Fruitz, buc;that which was 
in the Mind of God to enjoyn , was Obedience to his: 
Command : and alhough- this particular was by God, 
made-the Experiment.of Man's Obedience , Fugue. 
ſtionleſs., the ſame. Injunction, and under the ſame 
Penalty , was given to Men, touching thoſe other Mo- 
ral -DiKtates, which were received, Exod, 20. which, 
loſt nor their Obligation by the Fall of Man, no-more 
than jf-he had. continued in his Integrity, Gen. 4+.7« 
If thou doſt not well, Sin lieth at the door: and Verſe 14- 
Cain acknowledgeth Death to be the colllegning ot 
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that Guilt, which he contrated - wo] Murder, Every 
one that findeth me ſhall ſlay me: "yur ns of Lamech, 
Verſe 23. For the Formali "te di as hath 
been before obſerved, confi ch oy diſobedience 
of the Will to the Command of : By one Many 
diſobedience fin entred imto the World, = as the objet 
of Mans obedience was whatſoever God had in- 
foynee ſo the difobedience to an uo one Command 
the Pentley © theo hoo this eng purely « potkieg 
IKC ty as t py 2 polnive 
Command, wherein only the Obedience orDifobedience 
of Man could be foes, was that which is here men-. 
tioned, becauſe that wherein he offended. 

2. Thou ſhalt die : God made not Death, (aith the wiſe 
Man, #i/4. 1. 14. but, Death entred into the worlil by fon, 
Rom. 5. 12. It imports three things 1 

x, A loſs or looſning of that ſtrifineſs of of Union which 
was berween the Body and Soul, or temporal immor- 
exlicy. This is the Argument that the Apoſtle makes, 
that from the time of Adew's tran till 2foſes, fin 
wg in the World, becauſe Death reigned all chat while: 
and in the- place before mentioned, till fin che King- 
dom of Death was. not upon the Earth : This im- 
none was not eſſential to the Nature of man, but 

freely rms to it by the Divine Will upon 
thoſe terms of Obedience; and he that gave it might 
with all GT Juſtice give it oppor t terms he 
pleaſerhz and he doth it th $ 
Obedience to LR whi —— gave Man 
his Being , and might juſtly exa& the utmoſt of his 
Being ; Obedience to a Law moſt poſſible, eafie; and 
—_— and Aids given to mans Obes 
ingaged by a world of Bleflednefs arrending it, 
and an inevitable Joſs enſuing the breach of it-: This 
toe aca e lots. 


Ay 
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' 2, A loſs of that Happineſs, which accompanied 
this immortal Being, in reſpe& of his Senſes, viz. an 
uninterrupted ſtream of Pleaſure and Contentmenr, 
and inſtead thereof Shame, Gen, 3.7. Pain, and Sla- 
very, Ferſe 26. Sorrow, Yerſe 17. anxious and painful 
Labour, Yerſe 19. a Curſe upon the Earth, Ferſe 17. 
A loſs of Eden, Ferſe 2 3. 
'3Þ The withdrawing and ſtopping of that ſtream of 
ight and Love, that paſſed Ln Gefen the Soul 
of man z which filled his reaſonable faculties brimful 
of ve mans wh and Contentment z and inſtead there- 
of, in the underſtanding, darknels, diſtratedneſs, acon- 
tinued morion to know, and __ for want of Lighe nox 
knowing what to purſue, and therefore ing trifles 
and follies : In the Will, loſs of che that it before 
injoyed, yet a craving Appetite after ſomewhar, but 
it knows noe what; and to farisfie this unſatiable de- 
fire takes in whatſoever the Suggeſtions of the w_ 
Fleſhand the Devil offers, flls; it ſelf - - Dagds 
mn with Vexation : In the A cp 
it hath loſt what did —_— up the w 
———_— on of it, and what ic loved it jones 
= now raves and boils like the Sea after Follies and 
changeable and unfatisfying purſuits : The Conſcience, 
that Ohamber of the Soul, wherein the beams of the 
and Favour of the Creator, and of the Love 
Duty of the Creature, met as it were in the point - 
pr aegis of reflection , and carried thoſe Jer Lore 
of —_— and Obedience of the Soul to 
God, and delight and tance from God, to the Soul, 
Ta ny Quan of Dun wat Wes 
to y, the receptac t 
fad ConviQtions of a guilty and a Soul 


| henſjons of farther Mikey: Bo i, inthe mid of 
Millions of Miſeries, he could ſe bus Creator ivitin 
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him.-ro dependance and recumbance upon him , the +. 
Miſerics were nothing, they are born by his ſtrength 
npon whom he leans + But when the Lord of Heaven 
ſhall give him a trembling Heart, and failing of Eyes; 
and Sorrow of tmmind, as in. that moſt lively Expreſhon 
he threatens the Jews, Dewr. 28, 65, 66,: &c. and whe 
he comes to his Creator, the laſt and ſupreme- refuge 
of Man, God himſelf thall write bitter things againſt 
him, and eternally reject him. Here /is, the Death of 
Deaths: This, and much more than this, is included 
in that Sanction,  Thow ſhalt ſurely die. And this appears' 
to be a molt juſt and righteous SanCtion, ( 
3- Thou : But we are taught, Rem, 5. 12. By one Man 
ſon entred into the World, and Death by ſin, ſo Death paſſed 
my all Men, for that all have ſinned : Here: it 1s #nqai- 
rable, | 3:0in 
1. Whether t»e Guilt of Adam's fin did extend _- 
than Adam's Perſon ? and by what means -or Rule 0 
Juſtice that came to pals ? | 
We muſt conclude i» Adam al ſinned, Rom. 5. 194 
By one Mans diſobedience many were made Sinners 5, and a$ 
Sin paſſed over all, ſo Death paſſed over all. And this 
the Apoſtle uſeth as the Argument of the Univerſality 
of ſin, in;the ſame places and, 1 Cor. 15. 22, For as in 
Adam all died, ſo in Chriſt all ſhall be made. alive, The {m 
of Adam was the fin of his Poſterity by a double 
Meass : | ? 
1, For that he contrafted with God for him and 
his Poſterity ; and as in Nature including, ſo in Law 
ſonating them all. And in this reſpect, Rowe, 3 T 


is ſtiled the Figure of him that was to'\come : | 
contracted for his —_—_ Faith, :{@' Adam contractet 
for his Seed by Nature, It is true, regularly the per: 
ſonal fin of the Father, or of any Perion, is not-chats 
ped upon his Poſterity ': Ezck, 18. 20.-The'Sexl that ft 
neth: it ſball die; the Son ſhall not bear; the inignin of 1% 
peut Father ; 


CHI5. IV. a of awaits, wh 
Father 3 conform .to' that Law "of 'God; Dew; 24. 16+ 
BN The Children ſhall net be pat to Death for the Father + 
*p#' by way of Covenene-oc Clamilt, cho Chiy'© 
Kt may. intereſlſed in benefic Obedience, 
conrradtvely be ſharer in the Guile 2nd Puniſhment of 
the Father's diſobedience. ' | 


TSS 


Nature to his Child, he traducerh 35 good as he 
or ever had : But. that Nature, which Ad: had, 
was traducible to his Poſterity before his fall, though 
the ſame eſſentially which it was. after in ſpecie ratio- 
x, yet by the Will and Diſpenſarion of God had 
been accompanied with thoſe Qualifications, that had 
put them in the ſame Degree of Blefledneſs and Pow- 
& of conſerving it, that Adam had : So then the Sin 
of Adam ingaged his Poſterity in the Guilt : 1. By his 
perſonating of them 5 2. By his traducing Corrupti- 
on to them 3 hence Gen. 6. 5, every imagination of the 
Heart of Man was only evil continually. | 
And as we by this ſee how. Adam: (in was the fin of his 
Poſtericy, ſo upon the ſame ground we ſee the Juſtice of 
traducing the Puniſhmens to his Poſterity. By the Law 
of Nature and Reaſon, the power of the Father over 
his Child, eſpecially unborn, is the moſt abſolute and 
ratural power under God in the World; fo that even 
by the Univerſa Rule, among men eſpecially, where 
another Government is not ſub-induced, he had the 
power over his Life, his L_ and — : 
n 


162. Of the Kyonledge of God, P kn BY. 


Gen, 13,/2..;; * 

- Further the ingagement of the Creator to his Crea- 
ture could not be farther than he himſelf n_ 
neither could Man, or his Poſterity, challenge a 
ny farther degree or perfe&ion of Being, than God 
gave, andupon thoſe terms only, upon which he | 
it: If he had reſumed it of his own Will from Man, 
or his Poſterity, after __ or a month , Man had had: 
that for which to be thankful in the enjoyment, not to: 
murmur in the loſs : But it was not fo here, the ſtock 
of Blefſedneſs for Man and his Poſterity is-put into the 
hands of the Father, while he had his Poſterity with-. 
in himſelf; and not only- fo , but pur into his hands 
with a power-to keep-it for him and his Poſterity ; the 
Father proves prodigal, and ſpends- his ſtock, and if 
the Child was fo, he hath none to blame bur-. 
the unmediate Author of his Being : This is enough 
moſ clearly to intereſt the Poſterity of Ad, at leaſt 
in the Puniſhment of Loſs of Happineſs and Immor- 
cality, and thoſe outward Curſes, which followed up-. 
on Adam's Nature,. and the Creatures, by Adam's ”_ 

. 4+ 
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© 4. The fime, I» the day thow eateft; And this was put 
nn Execition the ſame day, as well as Sentenced : the 
+ 8 - fame day Shame, and Guile; and Fear fell upon him, 
fo Gen, 3.10, 1 heard thy Voice and was afraid becauſe I was 
1 _ : The ſame day-ſhut out from the Viſion of God, 
, the. place of his Happineſs; Yerſe 24. the ſame 
day ſet to his work, to Till a curſed Ground, with L- 
"B bour and Sorrow, Yerſe 23. ; 
| So now we have ſeen Man what he was, and what 
he loſt : The next thing conſiderable is; How it could 
come to paſs, that Man, having ſuch a portion of Per- 
fe&tion, both in his Faculties and Fraitions, could be 
drawn to commit this Sin upon terms of ſo great and 
viſible diſadvantage to himſelf and his Poſterity : Ne- 
tively we ſay it was not any inherent Corruption of 
Ta acy in the Nature of Man, or any defe& of 
what was neceſſary to his perſeverance in his Original 
righteouſneſsfor he was very created good:Neither was 
it any Predetermination that did necefficate him to fall z 
for God, as he gave him a Power to obey his Will, 
and a'Law wherein to exerciſe that power, did leave 
- him in the hands of his own Will : As to ſuppoſe him 
necefſitated to obey what God commanded could not 
and with Mans Liberty, nor with the true Nature of 
Obedience, which doth neceſlarily ſuppoſe an intrins 
fecal power not to obey 3 ſo to ſuppoſe him conſtrain- 
ed to diſobey z could neither conlilt with that Liberty, 
nor the Purity or Juſtice of God : God did foreſee 
the fall of: Man in the Counſel of his Preſcience, bur 
didnot fore-appoint it in the Counſel of his Prederermi- 
nation :: The rule of Nature is, That whatſoever is, 
while it is, is neceſſarily ; The offence of Man, though 
it proceeded from his Liberty, yet when it was, it 
was neceſſarily : And berauſe all things, before they 
are, are preſent with God as if they were, and in the 
lame- degree as if they were, therefore it was in þ the 
| 
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ary; and conſequently the fu on of all tha 
Counſel of God concerning Man after his Fall, = 
not taken up pro re net4, but was as ancient and. ax 
firm, as Eternity it ſelf : We find the Fall of Man at- 
tributed to theſe Caſes ariling from theſe three, 1. The 
Devil. 2. Man. 3. God. 

1. In the Devil: a lapſed Angel, and in reſpe& of 
the Excellency of his Knowledge and ſpiritual Being 
had an advantage. and could out-a& the Reaſon 
Man, whoſe Soul a&ts organically z and therefore 
though Man were created in the higheſt Perfection in- 
cident to his Nature, yet he might be over-match'd 
with the power and ſubtilty of that Evil ty He 
fitted his T, _ to that which was moſt defirable, 
viz, Knowledge : and this Temptation took the great- 
er impreſſion, Croc in the Command , as hath been 
obſerved, there was nothing but a pure Experiment 
of Man's Obedience, and no rational incongruity of 
the eating of this Fruit more than another : the ſtrange» 
neſs of the Command , and the ſeverity of the Penal- 
ty made the ſuggeſted advantage, that might come by 

is, the more credible :. had he gone about co tempt 
Man to Blaſphemy , to murder his Wife, or any other 
Sin , ( the breach whereof had been equally penal to 
this ) the incongruity of ſuch Acts to that natural Law, 
which was connatural to him , had made the Tempta- 
tion fruitleſs : but that envious Spirit did well know, 
that the Obligation of every Law was under che ſame 
Penalty 3 that this Law , concerning the forbidden 
Fruit, was moſt obnoxious to his Temptation; that the 
the defire of Knowledge was the moſt prevalent In 
Clination in Man; and fo fits his Temptation ex— 
zz. That this command could have no other 
or Reaſon , than to fence Man from ſuch an Advans 
tage, as night make him yet more like lis Makey 
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Te ſhall be as gods, knowing Good and Evil, And the 
ors way he took with the Second Ado : his 
Temptation was in ſuch a thing, that a Man 
would 'wonder where the Fault be; he was 
tungry, and in' a Wilderneſs, without Bread; . Na- 
ture. could net fabfiſt,, and Bread could not be had 
there, unleſs it were made; yer our Saviour, being 
better acquainted with che drift of his Temptation; than 
was Eve, — this as a Temptation to a diſtruſt 
of the Providence of his Father. , 

2. In Man. . 

x. The' finicude of his : Though he 
was created perfect, yet he was created fanite : It could 
not match the Sophiſtry of an Angel. Hence this fin 
of Adam, is called Beguiling and wing : The Sera 

beguiled me, 

2. The Liberty of his Will, which, though he 
was created Innocent , had nevertheleſs a Power to 


3. The prevalence of his Senſual Appetite. But 


, this came not in, till the field was almoſt loſt: the 


Temptation won upon the Underſtanding and Will, 
before the ſubſidiary aid of the Senſual Appetite did 
or could come in: the Beauty of the Fruit, and its 
Goodneſs for Food, was evident to Man before; bur 
it durſt not affail the Command of: God, till the 
Underſtanding was deluded with an expeRation of 
CEE ne wa cothencitton nnd 

3. in Goa: I here was noting poſitive, but only put- 
ting of him wholly in his —_ Doubrlel,t he 
was not ignorant of the deſign of the Serpent, and 
could have as effectually ſupplanted his vour by 
his ſpecial Aſſiſtance , or by an Angel as effectually 
have guarded Man from that Tree, as he did that 


* other Tree of Life afterwards from Man ; but he had 


made Man perfet , he hath givea him a Command 
M 3 under 
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under a ſevere Penalty , and hath. given him Power te 
obey it; 'if he 'will believe his Creator, and cruſt in 
him, he is ſafe if he will not, he may'chuſe, but is 
loſt. See the Congruity and difference in the Temptz-. 
tion of the firſt and ſecond Adars : both recopten he 
the Devil, that iti a Paradiſe, this in a Peſatt;, that 
in his Abundance, tempted with Superfluity'z this in. 
Want, tempted with —_ both ha] bile 
Freedom of Will, and both left to the {tt | 
their own Power , for the. Angels came not to mints . 
ſter ro Chriſt, till the Devil had left him: bur the lat- 
ter Ad» in his Temptation will not'ſtir a grain-from 
the Command ,. the /cripram eft of God; and the Devil 
leaves him 3 the former lets go his ſtrength , the Com-. 
mand of his Creator , -che Lock of his ſtrength, and is 
taken and overcome. p 

© And thus have we ſeen Man in his Glory, and in 
his Ruine: The former, he did owe to the free Boun- 
ty and Goodneſs of God; for how could that , which 
had not a" Being , 'till-it was given him, deſerve ſuch 
a Being ? the later, he owes-only to himſelf ; -and how. 
can he now expe& 4 Reparation? He hath contracted 
2a Guilt , which as his future Doing, or Suffering, can- 
not expiatez for this Suffering is the neceſſary 
fequence., not the fatisfation of his Guiltz and this 
Suffering muſt therefore be as everlaſting as his Being, 
becauſe his Guilt is as everlaſting-as his Being : his 
Doings, were they perfe&t, were but his Duty, and 
therefore cannot expiate that- Guilt, which was con- 
tracted by the breach. of that: Duty 3 but could it be 
available: ro expiate his: Guilt, - yet as his Diſobedi- 
ence made him guilty, ſo-it- made him unable to pers 
form his Duty 3 his Intelle&tuals are deprived of that 
Light, which he hath abuſed, and therefore loſt z his 
Will corrupted and.embaſed, in a- ſabjection to his 
Senſual Appetitez and this Djſobedience , ccompy: 
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| | ried with many Aggravations, the leaſt whereof might 
incenſe the very Good 2nd, atience of his Creator, 
beyond all. hopes of Mercy and; Atonement 3. this 

ence 


he Air , ſurprizals and inundations in the Water, re- 
bellion in the So opt a fnart in his Table, trea- 
_ Chery in his Friend, ſcorn and_ on from his 


ief from his Inferioar , falſneſs and temptation 
the Wife of his Boſom , rebellion from his Chil- 
dren, , vanity and diſappointment in his , 
Diſeaſes , Diſtempers and -infe&ions in his Body, + - 
' madneſs and blindneſs in his Underſtanding, & 
neſs in his Will , tumult and confuſion in his Aﬀe- 
Qions , guil and preapprehenſins of terrour in his 
Conſcience, diffolution of Body and Soul, 
:Jadgment, Ts: Hell, and yet Eternity 
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Of the. Reftirution of Mas by Chrift, 
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out which , his very 'Being is not only un : 
but mic pf 


ie , and now comes-to be conſider'd. 
This then is the ſum 


Ca Fe we Vo 

3 4 UE mewn AN en 
Book of God, in all the ſucteſſions bf 
Exod, 33. 19. 1 will be gracions to wh 1 wil 5 
cious , and will ſhew td whom Z will > 


Dent. 9. 5. Moſer's (a 
in all things w 


0, 21, | And buff revealed thei te baber': 


3! 


| I V. je What ing 7 
Father, for ſo it ſeemed is th fie Epheſ. 2. 3, 
we were by Fl nary ra —— other; : 
ut God, who is rich in mercy, Paragon wherewith 
e hath loved ut, even when were dead in fins, hath 
wickhned ws together with : by grace ave »e ſaved; 
Tir. 3; 10, ho hath ſaved #:, and called ns With au 
holy -calling , not according to onr works, but according to 
bis own purpoſe and grace; which was given us in Cri be- 
or bo" Boe 1g Fong manifeſt by the appear- 
ft. 1 John 4. 10. Here is love, wot that we 
the A his the be bold a. Ibid. 19. We love him; be- 
(anſe be loved us firſt. Rom. 5. 8. God commendeth his 


love towards us in that Nee ee Chri 
Jad for ws. And indeed, it oboe Jo ” 
otherwiſe : for the Scripture hath concluded all end 


ſin, Galat. 3. 22, And wehave ſhewed before an utter 
impoſſibility in Man to extricate himſelf. The fore- 
appointing therefore of any to Erernal Life,” could nor 
be C3 hide Cauſe in a Creature, meritoriouſly mo- 
ving co this 

The Fr ke nropas [iberalit of this Purpoſe of God, 
4. JareſpeQ of the'Ele&t 7 to rake away all matter 
of boaſting, 2 Epheſ. 2. $, To keep them humble, and 

to keep them thankful, that God may be all in all. 
It pleaſeth the' great God to order the Execution of 
his Counſels, oeciing Ma as | that they are broughe 
2bout, as with 2 irrifiſtible Hand'z fo 
uy are brought _ Ou by Try means; as is naturally 
ſuitable to the nature of Man; Rationally and Freely, 


eddok 110. Thy people ſhall-be willing in the day of thy —_ 
ow. there cannot be a more engaping regen 0 
Hand ry and Thankfalnefs, than the confi 
ree Goodneſs of God that when I had _— 
wn Blue my Happineſs , IA, & the common lamp of 


en, God Id pony fingle me out 
among thouſands that he paſſed by , and make me. 
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Veſſel of Mercy. And te moſt Gyeetly and 


effeQually win _ the Heart: So that the. ye 

copaccs of this Counſel of. God , is a nieans tg 
its Execution, in patting the Heart into ſuch 4 

frame, as is fit to receive the 1 ons of 


race. 

. 2. In reſpe& of thoſe that are omitted # The free- 
dom of the Choice, doth not in the leaſt degree re- 
upon the Juſtice of God : He had no engagement 
- to chuſe any, but mighe moſt juſtly have let all lie 

and miſery , into which we had Faſt one 
God be pleaſed to chuſe any, it is the 
of his Grace: if he leaves any , he leaves 
in that condition, not in which he made 
1, but in which they made themſelves. The a& 

Bounty to the Ele, is withour any Injury to 
thoſe he leaves : for neither could challenge any thi 
but Miſery as their Right. . b 

2. The Ohjett of this Choice : | 

1, Some are- choſen from all Eternity : The Elf, 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 1 Pet. 1, 2, 
The foundation of God ftandeth ſure, having this Seal, The 
Lord knoweth who are his, 2 Tim. 2.19. Theſe are 
thoſe, for whom a Kingdom was prepared from the 
Foundation of the World, atth 25, 34. Theſe are 
46 which by an eternal Contra between. God the 
Father and his Son , were given unto Chriſt: 7 prog 
for them, which thow haſt given me , for they are thine, 
Joha 17. 9, 24+ , 

2, But ſome, and not all : Many there are, that are 
not ſo much as called; and of thoſe that are called, 
yet few are choſen, Matth. 22. 14. And this preteri- 
tion of God putreth them not in any werſe Condition 
than it finds them. And indeed, this Counſel of God 
is not ſo much as the Potter's making ſome Yellels 
to honour, ſome” to diſhonour : he made all Yr 
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| þof booour honour , and Men made themſelves all Vellels 
his mercy to _—_ EE [£4 


: God in 
e again Veſt of honour: and 
joy/ to thole that are omit | boca ty a 
tinu 


i 


to be but SHE e themſelves, 
what they moſt free! ill to be; Th deſtrattion 
is from thy ſelf, O fern ig 


3. To what this El or Choice is, or what is 
the, End of this &) of God + There is a ewoſald 
End in the Counſel of God. 

...1. The End of Intentions ſordinge je of ls 0 

his Creature; adequate, the good plea his 
Will; 8 his own Glory; as to ſhew his is wrath, 
make his paves er knows towards the Veſlels of wrath 
ficted for deſtruction, ſo to make kgown the riches 
of his Glory in the V\ of Mercy , which he had 
before prepared unto Glory, Rom. g. 2 3. 

2. The End in Execution, or rather the ſubje& 
matter of this Counſel of God : it is the whole Series, 
and all the Conjun&ures of all things conducing yore: 
Ra wherein the Counſel of God doth not per ſatu 

rom the Fall to we _ doth take in all thoſe 
wh paſſages, which he hath by the ſame 
Counſel; appointed to be ri Means of effefting ir., 
1, The great in mh of the Incarnation, which is the 
Cards negotii, 1 Pet. 1. 20, Who was fore-ordained before 
the foundation of the world, but was manifeſted in theſe laſt 


times, 
2, Effectual calling, by the Word and Spirit of 
God, Rom, $. 2.3. Who are called according to his purpoſe, 

3. The effecual Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, 
wichout which, it were impoſſible thele dry Bones 
ſhould live, 7er. 31. 33. 1 will put wy Law into their 
#ind, and write thew in their hearts.: 

3. Holineſs and SanRification, foby. 1 5, 16, 1 have 
Wo ou, and ordained you, that e ſhonts bring fon, Ho 
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I4. Choſen'to be holy, Epel. 2. 10. Created in Clrif 
gnto good works, which God hath before ordained, that we 


walk in them, Rom. 8, 29, . Conformity uno 

Oorit, and all inked rogerher; Clo ro Juſtheton 
ng Co to | 

—_ , or by whom, he ee as! Curift 
In fs iſts the greateſt Myſtery that ever was, and 
' of moſt concernment to Mankind. And becauſe-it is 
ry bc e a to the knowledge of it, on by Re 

God himſelf, we muſt in this keep 


ciſely to the © Word of God, where alone this My 
is by God ordinarily A ab: which is briefly thus 


m 
Almighty God in the Creati f Man, png 
rily intend the Glory of his own? Goodaeh 

Happineſs of his Creature 3 and to that End, ner we 
him with ſuch Faculties and Rules, as might. conduct 
him to that Happineſs. 

Man, beitg ſeduced, abuſed his Liberty ; and 'by 
his Diſobedience violated that Rule, and Sorry 
in himſelf loſt the acquiſition of that Happineſs \, 't0 

he was created. 

Yet this could not diſa point the Purpoſe of God, 
Who, with an eternal and indivifible a&, did foreſee 
all Mankind bo miſerable and loſt Condition , and 
appoint a way for his Recovery. 

The way of Man's Recovery was by the Eternal 
Purpoſe, Conſultation, or Contra, as I may call it, be- 
tween the Father, Son , and Eternal Spirit , reſolved 
to be, thi the Son of God ſhould aſſume the Nature 
of Man into one Lon SF net Same fr an' ineffable Generation, 

Sarisfie for che Gail of Man's Sin 


J Cur v; ant fol he 7 ty 
which he loſt, by the ſame Eternal Covenant, the 


SatisfaRtion for*the Curſe deſeryed , ſo by his Obedi- 
ence Ice _ Man, Man might acquire that Haps 
- To the end, that this Satisfa&ion-and/\Righteonlnels 
, might be effeQually applied for the Purpoſes above- 
"mentioned, Chriſt muſt, after 'rhis wy anon pt 
filled, and chis Satisfation made by his Death ;; riſe 
from Death, aſcend into Heaven; .and-ſo contihut as 
well che Mediator of Interceſſton,, as he was before of 
SatisfaRtion, Though this Righteouſneſs, and Sarisfa- 
_—— cnt for _ of all Mankind, N 
accordingly freely propounded, yet it was effetual only 
for ſuch, as ſhould according to thoſe immediate Means, 
that God had fore-appoiared co be uſeful for that Pur-' 
poſe, ſue forth the benefic of it.  - 

This is the fum of that great work of Man's Re-' 
demption , which the Angels defire to look intos 
I Pet, 1. 14, and is diſcovered to Principalities 'and 
Powers by the Church, Epheſ. 3.10. and therefore 
called, The manifold Wiſdom of Gods, The Myſtery of -Chrift, 
Epheſ, 3. 4. Epheſ. 6. 19. The Myſtery hid in Gad: from: 
the beginning of the world, Ephel, 3: 9. The Myſtery'of God, 
and of the Father, and of Chrift, Colof. 2:2. Coloſ. "1,47. 
The Myſtery hid from ages and generations, but tow wade 
manifeſt to his Saints, Golof 1. 26." The Wiſdom, of God in 
# Myftery;, The Myſtery of his Will, 1 Cor. 2.7. The Re- 
velation of the Myſtery kept ſecret ſince the world began, Rom. 
16, 25, The great Myſtery of Godlineſr', . God manifefed in 
the Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of " Angels, preachell unto 
the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received wp into'Glovy, 
1 Tim. 3; 16, The 4gfter of Faith, 1 Tim.'3: 9: 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Prediftions and Types of Chriſt. 


E T this great Myſtery of Chriſt was not kepe 

ſo ſecret , but that, as the fruit of his Mediation, 
preceeded his 'coming in the Fleſh, as ſhall be after 
thewn; ſo ſome glimpſes of this Truth were diſco- 
verd to former Generations, 1 Pet. 1. 10, Of which 
Salvation the Prophets have enquired, Ephel. 2. 20, Foxn- 
dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets , Chriſt the Corner-ftone, 
We ſhall therefore, for the ſettling of our Minds in 
this Cardinal Point, obſerve thoſe Prediftions concerning 
Chriſt in the Old Teſtament, and we ſhall find the 
Old and New Teſtament like the two Cherubims upon 
the Mercy Seat, their Faces looking one toward ano- 
ther, yet both of them toward the Mercy Seat; and, 
as we have before noted, the Old Teſtament unrid- 
dling the difficulties of Nature , fo the New Tefta- 
ment unriddling the Old : The Predif5ons of Chriſt in 
the Old Teſtament, were of two kinds : Prophetical, 
and Typical : The Prophetica! Predictions , to follow 
them in order of time: 

I. The firſt and great Publication of the Goſpel, 
though dark and myſterious , was that by God him- 
ſelf in Paradiſe, Ger. 3. 15. 7 will put, enmity between 
thee and the woman , between thy ſeed and her ſeed : it ſhall 
break. thy head, and thow ſhalt bruiſe his heel, This was 
not only fulfilled in that myſtical Woman, the Church, 
and here, fee Revel, 12. 17. but alſo in Chriſt: 
I. He was the Seed of the Woman , and nor of the. 
Man, LZruhke 1. 34. Fe ſent his Son mage of « Woman, 


Gal. 4. 4. The Parallel obſervable : By the wo | 
in 
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Sin firſt came into the World and Salvation. z. # 
ſhall break. thy heed : He came to deſtroy the works of 
the Devil , in his Temptation. In his Life, he bound 
the ſtrong Man, Heb. 2. 14. deſtroyed him that had. 
the power of Death , chat is the Devil, 44h. 12. 29, 
In his Preaching, £Z#k; 16. 17, 18. Satan like Light- 
ning falling down from Heaven 3 in his Death and Res © 
furrection, ſpoiling Principalities and Powers, and: 
made a ſhew of them openly , and triumphing oves 
them in it, Coleſ;, 2.15, In his Aſcenfion, 'Epheſ* 4; 
8. When he aſcended up on high , he led Captiviry 
captivez this Captive taker is the Devil, 2 Tim. z. 26; 4 
In his Members, Ephe/. 6. 1 2. We wreſtle againſt Prin- «7 
cipalities and Powers, and it .is our Bufinels to ſtand. 4 
inſt the Wiles of the Devil, id: Fer. 11; To re- 
ﬆ him ſtedfaſtly in the Faith, 1 Per. 5, 9. In the Di! 
ſpenſation of his Government in his Church and 
Members, Revel, 12. 7, Michael and his Angels fight 
with, and overcome the Dragon and his Angels : In 
his laſt and great Judgment , #evel, 26, 10; The Devil 
caſt into the Lake of Fire, 1 7b» 3. 8. For this purpoſe 
was the Son of God manifeſted , that he might deftoy the 
works of the Devil, 

2, The next great Promiſe of Chriſt, was that which 
was made to Abraham, That in him, Ger. 12. 3; Gen. 18; 
18, That is, in his Seed, Ger. 22. 18, all Nations of 
the Earth ſhould be bleſled. This is applied to Chriſt 
Galat. 3, 16, And afterwards to 1/aac, the'Son of the 
Promiſe, was the ſame Promiſe renewed and entailed, 
Gen, 26. 4.. And fo exact was the great God of Hea- 
ven in the fulfilling of his Promite , that, until by & 
civil Inveſtiture, the right of Primogeniture was tranf- - | 
lated from Eſa» to 7aceb, firſt by the (ale of his Bitth- '4 
right, Ger, 2y. $3. and then by the Blefling , though 7 
lurrepticioufly. by 7aceb, yer providentially by God, 
Gen, 27, 29, This Promite was not actually entailed 

N upon 
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u acob's Line, Gen. 28. 14. This Patrix poteſtat 
Icvh ink uſed upon his three eldeſt Sons, Rewben 
for his Inceſt, Simeon and Levi for their Murder, Gen. 49. 
4, 56. Whetreby 7#dah became as it were, the firſt- 
bm: and therefore 7«d4ah continually after , had- the 
preheminence of Primogeniture, Yiz. in the diviſion 
of the Land, Nwnb. 34. 19. 7udah's Commiſſioner firſt 
named: ſo in the alotment of the Land of Cana, 
7oſhua 15.1. Judah had the preheminence in compleat- 
ing the Victory of Canaan by the Suffrage of God. 


Twages 1.2. And by the deciſion and Prophecy of - 


dying 7acob, the Regality , a right of Primogenture, 
and the Meſſiah entailed to that Rock , Gen. 49. The 
Scepter ſhall not depart from Judah, nor a Law-yiver fri 
between his feet , until Shiloh come; and unto him ſhall 
the __ of the People be : And hence he is called 
the Lion of the Tribe of 7«d«b, Revel. 5. 5, This Gt- 
thering of the People to him, was the Callin of the 
Gentiles to the knowledge of God in Chriſt : And this 
was the Star of 7acob , which Balaam, inſpired againſt 
his will, prophelied of, N»wb. 24. 17. And this that 
great Prophet which God promiſed by Moſes to 
raiſe up to ſtand between the Majeſty and Glory of 
God, and the frailty of Humane Nature, Dez. 18. 15. 
7ohn 5.46. The Redeemer of 7ob, ob 19. 25. From 
the time of Moſes, the Prophecies of Chriſt are inter- 
rupted , and his time riot ſpecified; but in him God 
was pleaſed to evidence it, firſt in his Promiſe 'to 
him, '2 Sam. 7. 16, Thy throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever : 
And this Covenant touching Chriſt, therefore called 
the ſure Mercies of Davida, Iſaiah x 5. 3. again, 1/« 11. 1, 
10, In that day there ſhall be a root of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtant 
for an enfign of the people : Toit ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and 
bis reft ſhall be glorious. And this was a known Truth 
even among the unbelieving Jews, Matth. 22. 42. 


The learned Doctors confeſſed , that Chriſt was to 
l 


3 
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the Son of David: This fulfilled/ia Qhriſty, A#- 4 3,3. 
Of this man's ſetd bath Godl according t0 his promiſe raiſed ung 
Iſrael a Saviewr, feſns, Revel. 5, 5, The Root of Datid, 
The Place of his Birth, 24ich. 5. 2: And+thow Bethlebow&c, 
out of thee ſhall he come forth wuto me;that ts tobe ruler in dſra- 
el, whoſe goings forth have been from old, from everlaſting : this 
$ethlebers the City of David, 1 Sem. 17. 42, notori 
coafefled among ?wr.00 be the place of the Me; 
Birth, Afarch. 2. F. The Manner of his Burth, ff wits 
gin ſhall bear a ſon, and fhall call his name Immanuel, 
Ih. 7.14. fulfilled, 2th. 1. 25. And a5 in his Name 
the union of the Divine and Humane Nature is difco- 
vered, fo more plainly, 4/. 9. 6. His #4me ſhall be 
called Wonderful, Connfelter, the mighty God, (the Everlaſting 
Father , the Prince of Prate;, of the 4ncreaſt of bis Govern- 
ment and Peace there ſhall bt wo end: Peace proclaimed 
at his Birth, Lake 2. 14. 0» earth peace, - good will towards 
wen : his Buſineſs Peace, 2 Cor. 5. 1:; God in Chrift 
reconciling the World to himſelf : phe: 2, 14. Chriſt 
our Peace: his Goſpel the Goſpel of Peace: Rom, 19, 
15, Epheſ. 6. 15, Peace his Legacy : fohn-14..27. Peace 
his Command, arrh. 5. 9. Bleſſed are the Peace-makers. 
Rom, 12.18, Live peaceably with all men, Luke 1o. 5,6, 
Into whatſoever houſe ye enter, firſt ſay, Peace be to this 
houſe, And if the ſon of Peace be there , your peace (hall 
reſt upon it : And though our Saviour profeſleth, 
Matth, To. 344, 1 cnme not to ſend peace, but a ſword; it 
K ex accidente , or event#, by the malignity of our own 
Nature, and the conteſtation of the Devil to keep his 
Pofleſſion againſt Chriſt the right owner, and Lord of 
Man : His Doctrine ſpiritual and powerful, 1/aiah 11. 
3, 4 He ſhull not jnage after the fight of his eyes., nor re- 
prove after the hearing of his ears: he ſhall ſmite the earth 
with the rod of his months and with the breath of his lips 
ol he flay the wicked : The teaching of Chriſt in the 
I:h as one having Authority, and not as the Scribes, 
_— Matth. 
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.Matth, 7. 29. © The breath or ſpirit of his moutha 
«conſuming breath, 2 Theſ: 2, 8. and hence Rev. 1. 16, 
-Our of his mouth went a ſharp oo_ (word; 


-His Sufferings, Satisfaction, Reſurrection, Interceſſion 
-and Reign in his Church, that Evangelical Chapter,. 
Iſaiah 53. A: deſpiſed man; rejected when Barabbas 
and he in competition for Life : #e hid our faces from 
-him; forſaken and denied by his own Diſciples: 4c- 
"guainted with grief, we often find him in tears , never 
m mirth : He hath born onr priefs and carried our ſorrows, 
in his Paſſion , when it eclipled the Light of his Fa- 
-thers Countenance from himz in his Compaſſion, a 
"merciful high Prieſt , couched with our Infirmities, 
'Heb, 2. Wounded by the Souldiers, by the Nails for 
For our Tranſgreſſfions : By his ffripes , when whipt by 
the Souldiers, -are we healed, Yet this Lamb dumb be- 
fore his ſhearers, when Pilate impiouſly interrogated 
him : He made his grave with the wicked , being crucified 
between Thieves: and with the rich, in the Garden of a 
rich and hononrable 7oſeph : yer, though his Soul was 
made an offering for fin, he ſurvived his own death, 
ſaw his ſeed, prolonged his days, and thie pleaſure of the 
. Almighty proſperedin his hands : and the ewo and twen- 
ieth Pſalm penned, as if the Paſſion of our Saviour had 
been then acted : His Cry, Verſe 1. 44» God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me ? The (corns of the beholders;, 
\'erſe 7. All they that ſee me, laugh me to ſcorn, Matth, 27, 
Ver. 39. They that paſled by, reviled him, wagging 
their heads : The very Language of the reviling Scribes, 
Verſe 8. fulfilled, Marth. 27. 43. He trafted in God, 
that he would deliver him, 8&c, The manner of his death, 
Verſe the 16. They pierced my hands, and my feet ; The 
ſharing of his Garments, \erſe 18. They parted ny 
garments amons them : Again , in ſeveral other Prophe- 
cies, the ſeveral Occurrences of lis Life and Death, 
garhered up by other Prophers: He never appeared 
mc1e 
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more regally and triumphantly, than inr his Voyage to 
feruſalem, Matth,2.1.5. and that coming of hisjnot with- 
out a Prophecy, Zach. 9. 9 Behold, thy King cometh un- 
' to thee meek, and ſitting upon an aſs : The price of 7udas's 
treaſon, and the imployment , Zach. 11. 13. They 
weighed for my price thirty pieces of filver : The Vinegar 
that he drank upon the Croſs, P/al. 69. 21. And in 
my thirſt they gave me Vinegar to drink : The time of his 
Birth and Death, Day. 9g. 25, 26.. From the going forth 
of the Command to reſtore and to build feruſalem , unto the 
Meſſiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks , and threeſcore arid 
two weeks, the ſtreet ſhall be built again, and the wall, even 
in troublous times, And after threeſcore and two weeks ſhall 
the Meſſiah be cut off, but nat for himſelf, and the people 
of the Prince that ſhall come , ſpall deſtroy the city and ſan- 
nary; the deſolation of fer»/alem ſhortly following 
the death of our Redeemer : The manner of the Cal- 
culation hath been diverſly conjectured, yet all con- 
cur to a very near projection of times : And laſtly, 
that undeniable evident Prophecy moſt clearly fulfilled 
through millions of difficulties ro the eminent know- 
ledge of God by Chriſt; a matter, that were there 
nothing elſe, were lutfcient to convince all gainſay- 
ing. 1/a.11. 20, To it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, Ila. 42. 1, 
Behold my ſervant, 8c. he ſhall bring forth 7udgment to the 
Genti/es, and Verle 6, I will give thee for a covenant of 
the People, for a light of the Gentiles, Ia. 49. 6. 1 will 
give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be 
my ſalvation unto the end of the earth, . Pſal. 72, $. His 
dominion ſhall be from ſea to ſea, and from the river nnto 
the ends of the earth : And this began to be fulfilled in 
the Homage of the wiſe Men that came from the 
Eaſt, Matth. 2. 1. In the diverſity of Tongues, As 2, 
4. In Peter's Vition, A#s 10.15. In Pax! and Barnabas 
turning to the Gentiles, 4&s 13.46, And if a Man 
do but conſider the Antiquity, and Particularity, and 
| N 3 Politive- 
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Pofitiveneſs of theſe Prophecies 3 the improbabilities 
of effeting it, in refpet of the Perfons, who were 
to be converted , tenacious to their Idolatry 3 Have 4 
nation changed their Gods ? the improbability in reſpe& 
of the Means, a company of poor, unlearned, perſe- 
cuted Apoſtles ; in reſpe& of the Religion whereunto. 
to be called, to believe in a crucified Saviour , whom 
they never {aw ; a Religion perſecuted and condem- 
ned by the great Maſters of Religion , Scribes and 
Phariſees, a Religion promiſing nothing within the 
view of Reaſon, or uſe of Senfe; a*Religion that takes 
Men off from al! that , wherein Men naturally repoſe 
their Hopes and Delights; a Religion oppoſed by the 
chiefeſt Wits in the World, the Philoſophers and 
wiſe Men; a Religion ſtudied to be or by the 
greateſt Power , Policies, and Cruelties, that the 
World could afford, and yet for all this, to maſter all 
theſe Difficulties, and bring into ſubjeQion the great- 
eſt part of the World for theſe fixteen hundred Years, 
rhough I confels, not without mixtures of great Cor- 
ruptions, muſt wring from any reaſonable Man, an 
acknowledgment both of the great Power and Provi- 
dence of God in the Government of the World , and 
alſo of the Truth of Chriſt the Meſhah. 

2. Touching the Typical Predictions of Chriſt, Gen. 2. 
9. The Tree of Life in the mid(t of the Garden , which 
by the Divine Diſpenſation had that efficacy given to 
it, that it ſhould ſeem by &er. 3. 22. if lapſed Man 
had eat thereof, he had recovered his loſt perpetuity. 
This was nothing elſe but Chriſt, at leaſt typically ; 
the Wiſdom of God , that the wiſeſt of Men called 
the Tree of Life, Prov. 3. 18. This that Tree of Life 
in the midſt of the Paradiſe of God, Rewel. 2. 7, 
_ Leaves were for the healing of the Nations, 

el, 22, 3. 


Melchizedeck 
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Melchizedeck, the Prieſt of the moſt high God, Gen. 
14. 18, The Type of Chriſt's Erernal Prieſthood, 
Pal. 110. 4. Thou art a prieſt for ever after the order of 
Melchizedeck,: And of his peaceable Kingdom, King 
of Heheny without beginning of days, or end of life, 
Heb. 7. 3. 

The whole State of the Jews , even from Abraham, 
was in effe& Typical : Abraham the Father of the 7ews 
according to the Fleſh, the Father of the Faithful , as 
believing the Promiſe, Gal. 3 7. Rom. 9. 7. Sarah and 
Agar typical of the Church and the World, the Fleſh 
and the Spirit , the Covenant of the Law and Goſpel, 
Gal. 3. 24. Circumciſion typical of that of the Heart, 
Row. 2; 29. Their ſtate in Egypt Typical: The 
Paſſover, a moſt effetual Type of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 5. 7. 
Chriſt the true Paſſover: and therefore the Sacrifice 
of Chriſt and of the Paſſover went together, arth. 26, 
Eaten whole, Exod. 12. Not a bone of him to be 
broken; eaten with bitter Herbs, typifying Repen- 
tance 3 the Blood - ry ſecures from the wrath 
of God; with Hyſſop, a cleanſing Herb, P/a. 51, 
Purge me with hyſſop; a Feaſt as well as a Sacrifice, 
John 6. 55. The Manna a Type of Chriſt, who was 
that Bread of God that came down from Heaven, 
7ohn 6." 33. The hidden Manna, Revel, 2.17, The 
Clond and Red Sea, a Type of Baptiſm into Chriſt, 
1 Cor. 10,1, The fews in Egypt, like the ſtate of the 
unconverted World : hence the World called Spiritual 

ypt : In their Paſſage ont , they are entertained with 
a Sacramental Initiation 3 they are militant in the Wil- 
derneſs of the World, triumphant in Canaan, the reſt : 
the water out of the Rock,, a Type of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 10, 4. 
That Rock was Chriſt, 

But principally the Levitical Law was a ſhadow of 
the good things to come in Chriſt, Heb. 8. 5. Who 
was the End of the Law. And as the Judicial Law 

N 4 among 
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among the 7ew-, did not only contain Precepts in them 
{cIves niturally good, but alſo Typical and Sacramen- 
tal Obſervations of that inward SanCtification and 
frame of Mind, that God required; (o the Levitical 
Law did not only.contain Precepts of that internal ha- 
bicude of Love, Fear ,. and Obedicnce unto God, ad- 
mirably delivere>thr hugh the whole Book of Dexte- 
ronomy , but alſo divers Types and Figures , which had 
a double uſe: 1, Of evidencing the full Obedience 
to thoſe Poſitive Commands of God, becauſe com- 
manded by him : . Figures of Chriſt to come; and of 
that frame and conſtitution of Men and things in relati- 
8a to him , as we may obſerve in divers Particulars. 
1. The Covenant between God ard Iſrael, the Stipu- 
Jation on God's part, Exea. 19. 5. If ye will obey ny 
wice, and keep my Covenant , ye ſhall br a peculiar treaſure 
wnto me above all people, and ye ſhall be unto me a Kingdom of 
Prieſts, and an Holy Nation. Exod. 34. 10. Behold I make 
& Covenant : - Before all thy people I will do marvels, &C, 
The Stipulation on the Peoples part, Exod, 19.8. 24. 7. 
'All that the Lord hath ſpoken , we will a9, This 1s that 
Covenant which the Lord made with the People in 
Horeb, Dent. 5. 2. And the tenor of this Covenant re- 
newed and explained, viz. Blefling to Obedience, and 
Curſes to Diſobedience, Dent. 29.-10,8c. Ye ftand this 
Aay before the Lord your God, that thou ſhonldeſt enter into Co 
venant with . he Lord thy God, and into his oath, &c, Accord- 
ingly in Chriſt, a new Covenant made, fer. 31. 53. Heb. 
8. 10. A New Covenant, 1 will put my Laws into their 
hearts, 1 will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to me a People. 
2. As that Covenant was mutual, conſiſted in 
fomewhat promiſed by God , ſomewhat undertaken 
by the People, Obedience to the Law that God pave 
- fhem; ſo the Covenant here is reciprocal, In the 
Coipel.of God, there is a double Covenant ; 1, A Co- 
vVegaut between God the Father and God the _ 
y that 
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that the Son ſhould take upon him Fleſh, and fatisfie 
for the ſins of the Ele, P/al, 40. 6. Heb. 10.9. A 
body haſt thou prepared me: lo, I come to do thy will, O Geds 
on God's part a Covenant, that thoſe which ſhould 
be ſo redeemed, ſhould be given over to Chriſt, and 
united unto him in the neareſt relation that is poſſible, 
. Tohn 17. They, whom thou haft given me, Verle 21. That 

they may be one in us, But © this more infra, 2. A Co- 
venant between God the Father in Chriſt with Man ; 


and this is likewiſe reciprocal: On God's part to give . 


Remiſhon of Sins, and Eternal Life in Chriſt to as 
many as lay hold of this Covenant, 7ohn 6. 409. This 
is the will of him that ſent me , that every one that believeth 
en me , ſhould have everlaſting life , and I will raiſe him up 
at the laft day. Ibid. 47. He that believeth on me,*hath 
everlaſting life, John 7. 37. John 12. 44. John 3.36, 
Rom. 3. 28. Heb. 8. 10. And becauſe he muſt make 
him a People, that may entertain the Covenant, before 
he can have a reciprocal from them, God gives. a 
heart to believe to thoſe that are his , that ſo chey may 
enter into Covenant with God, 7ohn 6. 29. This is the 
work of God, that ye believe, Verſe 37. All that the Father 
giveth me, ſhall come unto me, Verſe 65. No man can come 
unto me, except it be given of my Father, Ephel. 2. $8. This 
is the putting of the Law in their Hearts, Heb, 8. 10, 
And this part of God's Covenant is made rather for 
ps, than with us, even with and in Chriſt, in whom 
all the Promiſes of God are Yea, and Amen , 2 Cor. 1. 
20, For theſe Promiſes are Eternal Promiſes, an Eter- 
nal Covenant given to Chriſt for the Ele& z even be- 
fore they had a Being, or could poſſibly receive them: 
On the part of the People of Chriſt, there is likewiſe 
2 Covenant too, he hath given us Commandments of 
Obedience, 7ohz 13. 1, Love one to another, Ibid, Verſe 
34- If ye love me, heep my Commanaments, John I4. IF, 
21, 23, Love to Chriſt, Perſeverance, fob» 15. 9, 10. 
i >, Bringing 
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Bringing forth Party Ibid, 4 Doing Righteouſnels, 
1 fohn 2. 29. Purify 8 our ſelves, 1 ok 3. 3, 7: 9.19, 
ag \fecions and Lufts, Galat. Fo 24- 
lous 0 Vow ks, Ti, 2, 14- 3-18. Thus 
out of our ate free Love, FPPolntS wt ys ro. Eternal Life in 

reg pres CN Chriſt to be the purchace of 
free| ly Fenty prom for us in him throy up) Fait 
freely gives us Fa to come to him, which when it 
iS Wrou any Covenant again with God, is but t 
return a it of his own Grace. True Faith in Chriſt 
cannot be: without a ſenſe of this Love of God , nar 
that without a retyrn of Love to him a5jun, nor tg 
without a Care to walk according to his Will , 
if ye love me, ye will keep Commandments : And wy 
he is pleaſed to accept and reward the wark of his 
on ree Grace , as the return of us poor and weak 

WW... 

3. This Covenant was ordained in the hands of a 


Mediator , Gal. p 19, Moſes alone came near the 
the 


Lord, and told the People all the words of the Ort 
and the People anſwered with one Voice, All the 
words which the Lord hath ſaid, will we do, Exod, 24. 
3. The Second Covenant ordained likewiſe in the 
hands of a Mediator , even Chriſt, Heb, 12. 24+ 7eſus 
the Mediator of the New Covenant, 

6 The firſt Covenant Sealed with Blood, Zxod, 24. 

. Aloſes took the blood, and ſprinkled on the people, and 
Fad Behold the bloed 0 the Covenant : thus likewiſe Chriſt 
ſealed the ſecond Covenant with his Blood, Heb. g. 
14. And therefore called the Blood of the Covenant, 
Heb. 10. 29, The Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
Heb. 13.20, And the {prinkling of the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt. x Per. 1. 2. and the Blood of ſprinking, God in 
his Wiſdom took a ſpecial care; and ſet a ſpecial va 
upon the Blood even of Beaſts, both in the Levitical 
and in the Law given to Neeb, becauſe the Yeu! of 
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Life, and therefore prohibited the uſe of it in any 
thing below his own Service, Gen. 9. 4. Levit, 17. 14. 
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Yet in his Service injoyned to the 7ews, all their Con- 
ſecrations , of Covenant, People Prieſts , Altars, 
Sanctuary , Veſlels , at once to prehigure the Sacrifice 
of Chriſt, and the deep dye of the guilt of Sin, Heb. g. 
22, Without ſhedding of Blood is no Remiſſione Heb. 1 3. 20, 
The Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant. 

5. In the Holy Veſſels : The Ark, a ſpecial ſign of 
God's Preſence , therefore called the Glory of 1/-ae!, 
1 Saw. 4.22. This called the Ark of the Covenant, 
or the Ark of the Teſtimony, Fe. 2. 14. Wherein was 
placed the Teſtimony, viz, The two Tables. Zxed. 25. 
16. The Pot of Manna, and 4«rv's Rod; theſe being 
for Teſtimonials to their Poſterity of the Covenant, 
Power, and Goodneſs of God. As in this Ark the 
Covenant of God was placed , ſo Chriſt was the Ark 
of the ſecond Covenant, in whom it was made and 
conſerved , the receptacle of the fulneſs of the Mer- 
cies of God, Cole. 1. 19. For it pleaſed the Father that in 
him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell, Colo. 2. 3, In whom are 
hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. | 

Ovyer this Ark was placed the Mercy Seat, the only 
place from which God appointed to meet with 242/ec, 
and from thence to diſcover his Counſels to him, 
Gen, 25. 17, 22. The only Seat of God's Mercy to 
Mankind, is to be found in Chriſt : And to this Fa- 
brick of the Mercy Seat with Cherubims looking in- 
to it, is that expreſſion of Petey touching the My 
of Chriſt, 1 Per. 1. 22. Which things the Angels deſire $0 
look, inte, And all this within the Veil : the great 
Covenant for the Redemption of Man, made 
Ecernity, was within the Veil, before Chriſt appeared 
in the Fleſh, 

Theſe were placed withia the Veil, in the moſt holy 


ce, 
There 
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There were three Roomsin the Tabernacle: r. The 
moſt Holy Place; wherein the Ark ſtood , and the 
Mercy Seat over it, divided by the Veil from the reſt 
- of the Tabernacle, Exod, 26. 33. Wherein the High 
Prieſt entered but once a year at the time of the ſ0- 
tema Atonement, Exod. 30.10, Levit. 16.2. 34. Heb.g.7, 
The next were the Sanftnary, wherein were the Golden 
Altar of Incenſe placed before the Veil, Exod. 30. 6. 
40. 26, The Golden Table, whereupon was ſet the 
Shew Bred, placed on the North fide of the Sanctuary 
16id. Verſe 22. And the Golden Candleſtick, pla 
on the South {ide of the Sanctuary. 4a, Verſe 24. 
Then there was the Court of the Tabernacle, where - 
the Altar for Burnt-Offerings was placed. And by 
the door of the Tabernacle, is intended without the 
door of the Tabernacle, which the rather appears, be- 
canfe the Laver of Braſs was put between the Altar 
2nd the door of the Congregation. And all theſe are 
likewife ſhadows of Chriſt. 

' And becauſe we find the Veil to be expreſly called 
the humane nature of Chriſt, Heb. 10, 20. And t.cre- 
fore at the death of Chriſt the Veil rent, Aarth; 27. 51, 
We may juſtly conceive the Veſſels , that were contain- 
ed in the Sanctuary, to reprefent Chriſt in the Buſineſs 
of his Mediatorſhip, which principally is applicable to 
h'm as he was Man : 

1. The Altar of Incenſe made of pure Gold , upon 
which was to be offered a perpetual incey/e before the 
Lord throughout their Generations, Exod. 3. 8. And 
this was placed before the Veil by the Ark and the. 
Mercy Sear, and a peculiar Incenſe to be uſed in it, 
that no Man might make the like, Exod. 3o. 38. This 
doth clearly typifte the continual Interceſlion of Chriſt, 
who ceaſeth not to make Interceſſion for us, Heb. 7. 2 5. 
And no other Mediation but his muſt be uſed, he is the L 
only Name. This imports that Prieſtly Ofhce of o_ 

| by 
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2. The Table of Son ris made alfo of puxe Gold 
and.a Crown of Gold round about, Exod, 25. 25. And 
Shew-bread ſet-upon the: Table before God always, 
importing as well that Regal Office of Chriſt in hi 
' Church, as that Fulneſs of all ſpiritual Bleflings whuch 
is-in him : and therefore he doth not unuſually file 
himſelf the Bread of Life , and the Bread that came 
down from Heaven, 7obn 6, 48. ..The. magazine and 
ſtore of all Proviſions for the Neceſlities and Wants 
of all that believe in him, Colof. 1, 19; For it pleaſed the 
Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, 2! by 
3. The Golden Candleftick, having ſeven Branches, 
whereon were ſeven Lamps, which were to give Light 
" in the Sanctuary, Exed 25. 37. - This doth. moſt clear- 
ly cypifie that Prophetick Office of Chriſt, who was 
the Light of Men, ob» 1. 4. 7obn 8. 12. And theſe 
were the three great Utenſils of the Sanctuary , which 
queſtionleſs were fignificative of more than to be bare 
Ornaments , otherwiſe there had not lain fo ſpecial 
* charge ypon Moſes , Exod. 25. 40, tO follow preciſely 
his Pattern: and.the rather we may collect theſe figni- 
fications of them, in reſpe& of che. place os | 
were ſet, viz. not in the Holieſt-of all, the Type q 
Heaven; bur in the Sanctuary, the Type of the Church, | 
theſe Offices, principally relating to the Church. 2 Cer, 
4. 6. The light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Chriſt, WT 
To this we may add the Holy Ol, which was to 
ſanctifie all the Veſſels, Prieſts, and Tabernacle, Exod. 
 -39,22,6c, This {ignifying that Union of the Spirit of 
God, which, as in a ſpecial meafure-it was pores out 
pon Chriſt, who was anointed with, the Oyl of 
gladneſs above-his Fellows, Heb. 1. 9. ſo the ſame 
anointing -from above, is that which fanCifes both 
the Services and Perſons of his Church. And hence 
it is called pouring out his Spirit, 4s 2..18, "—_ | 
ng . 
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ding on ns his Spirit, 7* 3. 6. And the Spiric of Un- 
Qion, 1 ole 2, 20. He which med ny is God, 0. 
- 2JCvr, 1.21, 1 fob 2, 27. The anointing that teacheth Þ} - 
+, things, 1 fn 3. 20, The Union from the (|. 


y One. 

Theſe were the Veſſels within the Sanctuary : the 
ſpecial Veſſels without were the Altar of Burnt-Offering! 
and the Laver placed berween the Tent and the Altar, 
Exod. 40. 29, 30. 

The Altar of Burnt-Offerings, a Type of Chriſt, Heb, 
13. 10, The Alar of his Divine Nature, that ſan&i- 
hed the Offering, &c. Whatſoever toncheth 5t ſhall be 
Soly, Exod. 29. 37, This A laced without the 
Tabernacle in the Court of the Tabernacle, where all 
the _— came, typilying that univerſal Exhibition 
of this Sacrifice to all , and that the initiation of every 
Man into the favour and preſence of God , was to be 
through this Altar. God exhibited himſelf to the 
Prieſt and Moſes over the Mercy Seat, which was at 
the door of the moſt Holy ; But to all the People the 
place of the manifeſtation of his preſence, was at the 
door of the Tabernacle over this Altar , Exod. 29. 42, 
43. And there will 1 meet with the children of Jſrael : 
And'the —_—— Chriſt without the Gate , was not 
without ſome Allafhon to the placing of this Altar 
without the Tabernacle , Yi Heb. 1 3. 12. And as 
the ſituation. of the Altar, ſo the Sacrifice upon this 
Alcar, not without a Myſtery; for belides thoſe many 

crifices, which were diverſified according to the fe- 
veral natures of the Occaſion, here was one Sacrifice 
appropriate to this Altar, the continual Burnt-Offering, 
a Lamb of the firſt year in the Morning, a Lamb of 
the firſt year at Even, Exod. 29. 38. Numb. 28. 3. And 
the Spirit of Truth takes np this deſcription of Chriſt 
more frequently than any, Fm 1. 29, Behold the Lamb 
of God, that raketh away the ſins of the world, 1 Pet. 1.1 9, 
Redeemed 
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Rederived with the precions blood of Clif, as of # Lat 
without blemiſh or ſpot, Revel. 5. 8; The Lamb that wat 
ſain, &e. Revel, 13. , The Lamb flain frim the founde- 
How of the world, 

” And between this Altar and the SanQtuary 

the Laver of Braſs, not only typifying the 

Initiation by Baptiſm ; but that nk and Cleaiiſmg, 
that is required of all thoſe that partake of chis Altar 
before they enter into the Sanctuary, Job» 3. 5. ZExcepe 
« mas be born of water and of the Spirit , be canis enter nts 
the kingdom of Ged: As the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 
from the Guilt of our Sin, fo it cleanſeth us from the 
Power of our Sin, before we are toexpet an ami 
6n into the Sanctuary : It was as well Water to clea 

as Bloud to expiate. 

6. The typifying of Chriſt in the Prieſthood of Azron 
and his Succeffors, High Prieſts: Divers of the Cere- 
monies, eſpecially in the Conſecration of them, were 

meerly relative to their natural 'pollutions , and the 
| panting of them, Heb. 7. 27, ing Sactifces firſt 
for their own Sins; ſuch was the Si ing, L-v7.'g. 
7. Zevit, 8. 14. Others in reference to their ſervice, 
_ and defignation thereunto, and exerciſe thereof; as, 
their waſhing with Water, Zevir. 8.'6. Their afbitit- 
ing with the holy Oyl. 7d. Verſe 12: The Rain of 
Conſecration. 76:4, Verſe 22. Their reſidence A 3g 
door of the Tabernacle, ſeven days. Ibid. Verſe 33. 
And ſome parts of his Garments : But there were ſone 
things that in a ſpecial manner were typical of Chrift. 
Jo The Breaſt-plate of Aaron, bearing the Natnts of 
the Children of 7/-ae, called the rt won of Judge- 
ment, Exod. 28, 29. And Aaron ſhall bear the Names 
of the Children of Iſrael in the Breaft-plate of 7udtment whin 
he goeth into the holy place, for 'a memorial before the Lord 
continually : umporting not only the nearneſs_ of the 
Church, and redeemed of Chriſt unto him, but _ 
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his continual preſenting of their Names, their Perſons, 
in his Righteouſneſs before his Father. | 
2. The Plate of Gold upon the Mitre, engraven With, - 
Holineſs to the Lord, Exod. 28. 38, And it ſhall be upon 
Aaron s forthead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of their 
holy things , that they may be accepted before the Lord, As 
our Perſons are accepted by God in the Righteouſnels 
of Chriſt preſented for them to his Father 3 ſo our 
Services are accepted in the ſtrength of the ſame Me- 
diation , Chriſt preſenting our Prayers and Services to 
his Father, diſcharged of thoſe Sins and Defects , with 
which they are mingled as they come from us. 
_ 3. His Solemn Atonement , when he entred into the 
Holy of Holies , Zevit, 326. Wherein we ſhall ob- 
erve, 
1, A moſt ſpecial Recoyſecration almoſt of all the 
things incident to that Service before it was perform- 
ed: the Prieſt was to make an Atonement for him- 
ſelf by the Blood of the Bullock . Verſe 11. and for 
the Altar , Verſe 18, which fignifie that Purification 
of the Humane Nature of Chriſt from all Sin Origi- 
nal and Actual ; from all Sin even in his Concepti- 
on , that ſo he might be a fit High Prieſt. Heb. 7. 26. 
For ſuch 4 high prieſt became us , who is Holy, Harmleſs, ' 
"Undefiled, Separate from Sinners , and made higher than the 
Heavens. The difference was this, Aaron, notwith- 
ſtanding his firſt Conſecration ro his Office . needed 
a new- Atonement when he entred into the Holy of 
Holies, and exerciſed that high Type of Chriſt's Aſcen- 
fion and Interceſſion : But Chriſt . being once Con- 
_ fſecrate, needed no new Conſecration, Heb. 7. 28. Far 
the Law maketh men High Prieſts which have infirmities, 
but the Word of the Oath , which was fince the Law , maketh 
- the Son, who is Conſecrated for evermoye, 
2, This was to be done but once in the Tear, Some 


ſervices had frequent icerations , but thole ſpecial Ser- 
VICES; 


CHap. VI. and of our Selnis; 197 
vices, that were bur once' in the Year, were Ty 
of thoſe things that were to be.- dike bur _, 
though remembred yearlyz ſuch was the killing of the 
Paſſover : Chriſ® by one Offering hath perfefted them that 
we ſanftified, Heb. 10, 14. TEIR=LEE 

3- This great. Atonement riot made but &y Bleed, 
Heb. 9. 7. The high Prieſt entred not without Blood, 
Lit, 26. And this Atonement was i to be made 

the Horns of the Altar; Levir.' 16; 18; vis, The 
Golden Altar of Incenſe 'Exod. 30, 10, ' Henee Chriſt 
called the Blood of > Hebr, - 42/24: The 
Offering, that was to be in this folemin Atone- 
ment ,* for 'To much -as concerned the Sins of the 
People were two Goats ,- which were-to be-preſenred 
before the Lord, at the door of the” Tabernacle, 
Levit. 16. 7. And Lots to be caſt , one for the Lord, 
the other for the Scape-Goat : the former was ro be 
the Sin-offering for the People, and his Blood to 
be brought within the Veil; Verſe 23. And the 
other was to bear the Iniquity of the Children of 1/- 
ral, but to be ſent into the Wilderneſs. 1bid. Verſ. 
:1, Although in the Sacrifice of Chriſt his Body 
only died, and his Soul eſcaped, yet both were 
but one Sacrificez he did bear our fins in-both $ his 
Soul was heavy unto death , as well as his Body 
crucified 3 and as God had prepared him a Body 'in 
order to this Sacrifice} Heb. 16, 5, So he made his 
Soul an Cnning for Sin, 1/a. 53. 10, 

4. As after all this, the Prieſt entred into the moſt 
Holy, and preſented this Blood of Reconciliation 
before the Mercy Seat, and no Man was to be in 
the Tabernacle when he goeth in, Levic. 16. 17, So 
Chriſt, having trodden alone the Wine-preſs of his 
Father's Wrath, 1/aiah 63. 3. Is entred into the Holy 


Place, not made with Hands , now to appear in the 
. Oo preſence 
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CHAP. VIL : 
of the Efficacy of the Satiifation chap, 
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the Congraity of it to right Reaſon. 


Tc forthe flag of cue Mink in a Thanh 
of Chriſt, we have conſidered of choſe 
Wien 200 Types of Chriſt-in the Old ok bog 
e now come to conlidet ſome Particulars concerning 
gh rct oe pg nh 
. Wherein conits the Ffica nd Yr of Chriſt's 

Mediation and Sacrifice 

*% How it was effefted, Wherein we' tall conk; 


1. His Satisfaftion, 
2, The Application of this Satisfaction, i in reflreves 
to the Father, his [nterceſſon IDE 7 har A 
Nord, and Spirit. 
| The eo Rs and Co of it, 
of this SatisfaRion conſis ig that 
Te Hh « by God of this Sacrifice -of Chriſt, as 
k ation fo bhp rt tn on rn 
cance pur or 
by an eternal Contra between the Father and che 
Son: for otherwiſe it were impoſſible of its own na- 
ture, that the Sacrifice of one could expiate for the 
fin of another, - The tenor of this great Covenant 
between God and Chriſt was that the Son ſhould:rake 
_ him Fleſh, thould fullfil che Law of our Ctea- 
ſhould ſuffer death , and riſe again, and thac Ad- 
tis pr accept this as the farisfaQtion for the 
the righteous, and as the piles of Ecerndl Life for 
W477 as 
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196 Of the Knowledge of God, PAxTWHN. 
AS many as- ſhould believe. in him : This is. | 
ſet forth by the Word of Truth: ic ſelf , 7ob» 6, 33, 
38, 39, 40. All that the Father giveth,me ſhall come wnta 
me , and him that cometh to me, 1 will in no wiſe caſt out, 
for 1 came down from heaven not to do my own Will, but. 
will of him that ſent me; and this is the Father's will 
hath ſent me , that of all which he hath given me , I ſhould 
loſe nothing , but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt day: 
' And this 54 the will of him that ſent" me; that -every au 
which ſeeth the Son , and believeth on him, may have ever 
laſting life, and I will raiſe him np at the laſt. dey : Its 
the Will of God, which is nothing. but the Accepts 
ton of God: 1 7obn 4. 10, He ſent his Son to by j2e 
Pitiation' for our ſins : his ſending was his pugr" rm 
ervng 


1a. 53.10, When thou ſhalt make his ſoul an | 
þo: there wathe Aceperion of the Fae: Aga 


on the Son's part : Pal. 40. 6, 7. Burnt-offering ani & 
offering haſt thow not required : then ſaid 1, Lo, I come. 
the ſame Word of Truth char tells us, Fob» 3. 16. ' That 
God gave his only begotten Son, tells us again, 7obn Io. 17 
IS, I lay down my life that I may take it up again. Ao 
this ſuſception - of Chriſt and acceptation of | 
though-we repreſent it to our ſelves under ſeyeral Nor 
tions, yet it was one. indiviſible and eternal | 
of the Divine Majeſty: A&#- 2. 23. Him being delivert 
by the determinate counſel and fure-knowledge of God : An 
this. Purpoſe and Counſel of his only the proce 
his-. eternal and free Love : So God loved the world, 
John 3. 16. 1 this was manifeſted the love of God towars 
ws, becanſe he ſent, &c, Bur could the Pardon at 
Man's Sin and his attaining of Happineſs be had 3 
no lower a rate ? could not God have freely forgiv 
the one, and given the other without this great mixi 
of Heaven and Earth in.this wonderful Myſtery of 
-Sacrifice of the Son of God ? "Y 
As the original Reſolution of all the Works and 
Counſels 


1 OI PT 3 lk 


Warp VII. ni arti_ &e 
Cole of Gad maſthe) pt his owe Ns 
eſpecia I 
ted ws to addons of pt gh RW Chriſt t6 himſalf,; 
according to the good ha of his Will, Yet we 
[=== of Right Reaſon in this courſe of 
'S 
1, To magnifie to all the World the Glory of his 
Grace Epheſ. 1. 6. and to take awa Lea reg 
of boaſting in the ſubjet of this Redemp 
fe 2, 8, By Grace are ye ſaved through Faith , 
nat of your ſelves ;, it is dp chad Ged, Fwy 7 pn 
EEE . I. 29, That no fleſh 
___ 7 in his etal Ma The Dependence that all 
Man , have upon the Creator, 
both in pnures, © nd Þ Perfeion , doth.moſt j a 
and reaſonably challenge from the reaſonable 
ture, a free Retribution of Acknowledgment of hi his 
upon the Goodneſs of God and-it is an 
afeRion of the greateſt Congruity that is imaginable : 
ſi we ſee oo 200 Mal forgot that duty, and would 


his Lord. Now when Man had 
uded * his pombe under fn, then for God 
fly to give ſach a Price of Redemption, as it ma- 
ifies the Freenels and Bounty of his Goodneſs, {0 it 
ingage g_ __ tO t - ——_—— Acknon- 
ledgmenc © ree nf in reſtoring 
that ſo God may be all in all. 
I F/. ſo png the Exquilitenefs of his 7Z«ftice: In 
Proclamation of the Name of God, 
Hera) we find a ſtrange mixture of his Mercy 
wn Juſhce: Forgioving Iniquity, aps her on and Sin, _ 
that will by no means clear the guilty —_—_—— 
rae to his Name. Such a _ for 
LF rogaar Rergtng a ne in 
pardoning , as well as uſtice in puni 
Chuiſt was made made ſn for us, who knew no fis, Pak 
O 3 mg he 


x98 , Of the. Keel of God, Pr2e 1 

might be maile the hteonſneſs of God 3 him , Cor, 

— TORT. nl 

Cs lonk Tra 13. Here we have him par- 
on , and fin of Men, 


= = ate ON when he bore the imp 
of our ſins. 
3. To, magnifh of his 15/dom. The &- 


mirable Eh. Aa. orld ſpeaks abundantly the 
Wiſdom of our Creator 3 but all this was inferjout 
and ſubſervient unto this great Buſinels: 1 Cor. 1. 24, 
Chriſt. the Power of God and the Wiſdom of God: 1 Pet. 1, 
22, A Buſineſs for the inquiry and Wi of Gs of 
els, Epheſ, 3. 10. The manifold Wiſdom of God! 
the cad of ahe Creation, Coloſ. 1. 16, All things create 
by him and for him, Colef. 1. 20, to reconcile all. 
to himſelf, whether they be things in Heaven, 
things in Earth Ephbeſ.. 1,10, That he mu 
rogether in one all things in Chriſt. The ſum of 
Myſtery we have , 1 Tim, 3.16, God manifeſted in i 
fleſh - juſtified in the Spirit , ſeen of Ang els, preached ts 
the Gentiles, believed on in the world, hal ins gl 
In this great frame of Man's Redemption, we ſee * 
Counſel of God ſtrangely exc is ancient Pro- 
miſes fulfilled , the En and of the Law 
unveiled , the breach of the righteous Law of God 
niſhed, the Righteouſneſs thereof fulfilled: the 
of God _ his ME glories, his Grate l'. 
doned, juſtified, all thoſe difficulties, j 
cacies, and confulions, which came into the world bj 
the ſin of Man. extricated, ordered, and falved 
even ſeeming Dilappointments and Fruſtrations of f 
Love of God to Man , and the glory. of God in 
improved to. the higher manifeſtation boch of his Fe 
and Glory. This is the Lord's doing, and let it ever be 
maryelions in our Eyes, , 
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great 
Geer co inn Wl oy ix or Dover | 
chuſerth him up unto him by 
means as are congruous to the of his Creature 
and ler in a (apernatural and Life by natural 
om 00d inflramnanes. The Soo of God upon 
him Fleſh, and in his Fleſh reveals che way and means 
of Life: 1 7 Fabw 1, 1, at which was from the beginning, 
Anu, which we have ſeen with our oger, 
which we heve upon , 8c. In this Fleſh he evi- 


to our manner of Underſtanding, ſo was 
Love which he ſhewed to us moſt winni _ 
our Wills ; is this is the love of God made manifeſs , that 
os Wwere enemies died for ms; Greater love thas 


his Power , eſpecially when this Light and Love is 
[ded arried home to the Heart with che ftrength of his 
own powerful Spirit. 

Man is a compounded Creature of Senſes, Paſſions, 
and Spiritz- and thaugh his Excellence conſiſt in the 
ktter, and co the higher Perfe&ion he attains ;' the 
more ſpiritual he is3.yer as he owes even the ſervice of 

; his more inferioar Faculties to his Lord, fo they weie 
not uſeleſly placed in him, even in reference to his 
ſupreme End : there is the Exceſs, uſually Man is in- 
pear Ge eng, pocket his Senſes, and that is 
muchevidenced by the pr of Man toldolatry and 
ſenſual Worſhip, Exod. 32. 1, Make ns gods that may go 
before ar: this Malady the Wiſe God, that knows our 
frame, doth not only cure with ſevere Com minations 
and Prohibitions, but diverts it : a ve the ews 
outward Sacrifxces and Obperoatong hath ”— 
4. 


” 800 of eld; 2 God, PLLFY 

| ys his Image in his Son, to divert us 
ways ty Love Oo Compton | 

or ons el, to HIST 

et by theſe leads us up to a 6.6 

ben by ſank: hot an, be leads 

ro ſpiritual: ' /t 5s the Sp 

gth rw 7 the gr ok 


pedo 
and Sroule Mia! Tears, Parables, Importuni- 
ties, Si Yap of Tongues, Viſions of Ange 
ſenſual C to Thomas, febn 20. 27. Reach hither 
thy finger , and behold my hands : and to all his Diſci 
cs. 39. F ms Lands amb nly fore, that it is 1 
felf. "Thus, although the Power 'of God could have 


wrought his Work in his by an immediate hand , 
lather chats ach Mens as atah'biogr 
the humane and reaſonable Nature of his 
Creatures. | 
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CHAP. 'VIIL. 


% the great Work of our Redemption, What. it is; 
How effetted ; and for whom. 


oy. wee cogye to  confider the great Work it 
IN ff orou edwoionby Grit 


1. What it is? 

2, How effected ? 

3. For whom ? 

4. How applyed ? 

5. The wrought by it. 


1. For the firſt: Man, by his Sin incurred a Guile 
which bound him over, 1. To a neceſſity of loſing the 
Favour and Preſence of God, which was to be ar- 
tained and kept only by Obedience; 2. To a neceſſity 
of undergoing the wrath of God as the juſt reward of 
his Diſobedience. That Redemption that we now 
cnleder, muſt ſupply both theſe. 

. There muſt be a deliverance from that Wrath, 
which was juſtly ſentenced upon Man for his Difobe- 
dience ; 2 beran e it gm pn that the Puniſh- 
ment could be removed the Guile were like- 

; wiſe removed , ſome courſe muſt be taken to remove 
thar Guile: And becauſe the Guil of an one Offence 
doth eyerlaſtingly diſable that perſon , hath con- 
wy it, ap ot expiate itz and purs it wholly 

everlſtingly in the power of tha erſon that is 
ng to be judge of his own Satisfaction 3 for if 
it were imaginable , that an offender could for the 
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ended : 

our offended Creator, tg whom 

we owe our eo the utmoſt exren®of our 
Beings , accept a Satisfaction for our Guile, «5 6 
oolfible. nor imaginable, that lie Guilt of any one. 
Sin can receive any Expiarion. | It is true, he might 
have releaſed it of his abſolute Power without any 


SatisfaRion, but that he would not do, as. is T1, 


ſhewen ; then. that he acc yearn, 2 
a wonder of Mercy ; but that he. 4 propoatad 
himſelf, and (ach a SatisfaQtion as Chriſt, and to ac+ 
cept it, it is a Wonder of Wonders. And. for this 
reaſon the foundation of our Redemption is ever at- 
tributed to the Love of God: 1 John 3. 1. Behold what 
mamer of love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, i John 4. 

9. In this was manifefted the love of God towards #s, becanſe 
God ſent his only begatten Son into the world, that we might 
live ay him, 2 Cor. 5. 19, God was in Cliff re- 
conciling the world unto bane z not impauting their tre 
ſes to them: The very. foundation of Man's Redem- + 
ption from his Guilt and Puniſhment by Chriſt , was 
the Love of God in ſending , and accepting his Son's 
Satisfaction. 
2. But if we had only a Remiffion of our Guile, 
though that might have removed our Puniſhment, it 
had not cured our Loſs: therefore to fet Man right, . 
there muſt got only be the removal of the Wrat 
God, which made us miſetable, but his Favour 
Reconciliatioh , without which we could not be 
py. And becauſe, though our Debt were paid ,. yes 
we could never come to the Favour and 
of God, unleſs his Image, the Rule which he planted 
in. Man to attain Happineſs, were again ey to 
Man : and becauſe that is impoſſible for us to do, ”e 
0 wa y 


that we/had been till Kore of our 
found him as well our -Righte- 
our 


into 
Lower of Dithness, Chef. 1. 13. 
he fer. we owe likewiſe in igi 
PL whe free Lorednd i 
God, 1 Cr. 1. 30. Chtiſt of God is made —_ 
iy 2nd therefore called 7 hag may, pings 


Faith, Phil. 3. 2 - = 
, AS it iS 1 e to imagine a Mediator 
and Man, | 


tween God ſo much more is it impoſſible 
to imagine how the Ri —_ that yd 41 
ſhould edgy «girl 

_ Our Redeniptivn and on by Girl hath is hath ies of 

| Im ſtrength from Se foe 


FT Os hs Rrhiepria and Salvation was imme- 
Hay effeSei : which was thas : The Erernal Word 
took npoa hiimthe Nature of Man in the unity of one 
Perſon, and in out Nature did fulfil that Ri 
| Pſe; which we were bound to fulkil, and 


—_—_”7 Of the Kitmllge of Gol WT 
take our-Guile, and underwent the Puniſhmenc 
thar-Guilr, which was of God as the £ 
faction for the ſins:of the Ele, for;the* R 
of their'ſins ; aad;by Rigtnecaſac 
Righteouſnels of thoſe whom he | 
W I p32 : 
rought Life morralit 

cop gie; This Truh we hal er down 
: ſeveral Po Poſitions, 


r "That Chriſt che Mediator =_ et God 
Ecernal begotten Son of God ood tho 
with the Father: His Name, Tas 9. 6, 
God , the Everlaſting Father : Metth, 1, 2 0 
nuel. - 2atth, 16.16, Thow art Chriſt the Son Fen bs 
ving Ged, that great Confeſſion of Peter aſſerted by 
Chriſt himſelf : Fob I. 14. The Word was God, and the 
Ward was made Fleſh : John 10. 30. I and the Father are 
one : John 17. 5. Glorifie me with thy ewn ſelf , with that 
glory which I had with thee before the world was : John 14. 

9. He that hath ſeen me bath ſeen the t ather : 1 Tim. 3. 
16.” God manifeſt in the fleſh: 1 Tim. 6. 15. King of 
kings, 'and Lord of lords : Heb. 1. 3. jo higheſt 
Father's glory, = the expreſs image of hi 
x, by I's, age of the inviſible Ge by +. Cas 's 
gs were —_ and conſiſt : Coleſ. 2. 9, In him 
br of all the fulneſs of the Godhead bedily : Phil 2. 6. 
Being in the form of God, thought it no robbery to be equal with 
Ged: Ads 20. 28. Ye are redeemed with the Blood of 
God: fohm 8.59. Before Abraham was I am: And thole 
ſpeeches of our Sewmiour which ſeem to import an in- 
equaliry between the'Father and the Son, are not to 
be underſtood in refetence to this Nature of Chriſt 3 
but in reference to his Office of Marker: or to his 
Perſon in reference to the Humane Nature: 7obn 14. + 
28. Te would rejoyce, becauſe I ſay 1 go to my Father , for 
#ny Father is greater than 1; For as y/ Divine Ny 
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4 into Heaven, #1 


aſcende 


Notion 
hath 


Te are re 
Humane 

Chriſt in the 

Jobn 3. 13- No ma! 


the 


greater than the Son Joby 14. 28. in reference to, hi 
hamane Nature : Mark 13. 32. But of that day and how 


knoweth no man, no not the Angels which are in Heaven, nej- 
ther the Son, but the Father : For alchough the Natures 
ired' in one Perſon, yet it is not imagi 


mane Nature of Chriſt infinice, and not ſo much afſu- 
med unto as converted into the Divine Naturezand then 
it had been impoſſible he could have ſuffered, or have: 
had any Eclipſe of the light of his Fathers Counte- 
nance, as he did in his bitter cry upon- the Crols3 at , 
which time without all queſtion there was not nor 
could be any intermiſſion of Communion berween the 
Divine Nature of - Chriſt and his Father : So in his ſuf 
fering his humane Nature only ſuffered. 1 
: 4. Although the ſufferings and actions of his hu- 


mane Nature were not to be attributed -< iis Divine 
bf Nature, 


F Cx np. VIIL )) andgf owr Selves.\ 
, ener Oe nar x0 the 


both Narures, and both Natiavs thas unxed-in 
one Perſon : This includes three Neceffities. - 
-- x. The neceſſity of 'an Humane Nanne. - Ir is 
that God: could of his-abſoluce power fave 

man without the intervention ay tre raſan 
Will : bur as in —— holds 4uch 2 courſe 


Cov 
Ge roma and fo all partaked of rhe conſequences 
of his Diſobedience: Death wear over all; xr Cor. 15. 
4, 22, As in Adam all die, fo in Chrift ſhall all be made 
«live: There was therefore an Union of Natures be- 
tween the Redeemer and Redeemed, Heb 2. 16, 17, 
Por verily he took, not on hum the Nature of Angels, but the 
Seed of Abraham ; wherefore it behoved him 40 be in all 
things like ante his prabren, &c, There is — 
Virtu 


, _ that ic| | : - . 
- feſt elurre&on; Rem.8. 11. ahd:to 


the Father, 

.are one; 7 in them \and they in me. Now though it-is 

:Certain, that this Llnion groweth by another means than 
_ 


.the mjundti our Nature, yet here [is the 
naw clan is united unto us by our Nature, 


we to him by bis Spirit 4 ſo chatithe Unity of Nature 
us 2 congruity with that Llnion which: was 
between the firſt {dam and us: | 


+ Again ſuch was the Will! of God, that the-Expi 
;tion -of our: Sins ſhould noe: be without a Sacrifice, 
Heb. 9. 22. Without ſhedding of 

therefore that he ſhould have a Body prepa- 
red him, which, might be a Sacrifice for (11. _. 


' was at his Pleaſure to interpoſe his own immediate 
Power, yer he uſeth means con-natural to. the Subjeth 
upon which he works : And hence it is, that our Re- 


obn 17. 22,2 3- That they may be one, 4s We - 


Blood no remiſſion : It was * 


Again we ſee in all the works of God, chough he * 


deemer works upon all that is Rational in —_ : 
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faction tixd: received their valye\from 

the Divine Naruce 3 hence'is that Exprel 

26, Take heed, bc. to feed rhe Church PP 

hath purchigfed "with his own Bliad. © Br. 
And as it was - neceſſa in- 


ky We ſayithatthe Eterndl' word did in tht appo 
time take fleſh of the Viifin into the Unit 7,of ne 
Perſon. This! was that infinite Motion of the L ou 
God, viz, "Firſt to —_— co for-us,”and'thenro 
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g | wſcorgs, the Carpenters Son, Math. 1:4; 55. aÞriend 
6 | co Publicans and Sinuers,, Mfath.-11. 19, caſting our 
L ils by Beekebub Mazh 12. 24. a itan, and- 
tj having a Devil, 7b» 8.48. a Friend ro.Pyblicans and 
1 Math. 11. 19. forgetimes ready to be ſtoned; 
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8. 59. had nor where to lay his Head, Marth, 8. 20, 
2nd all ghis meritorious, 2 Cor. 8. 9. for our. fakes be- 
came poor, that we through his Poverty might be 
made rich : tempted in the Wildernes by the Devil; 
And theſe Sufferings ia the Life of Chriſt, as they 
were part of his Satisfaction, ſo they are Jr of our 
Comfort; Heb. 2. 18. Far that he himſelf hath ſuffered 
mg tempted, he 5s able to ] gamer them that are tempted, 
| (4, 15, ajey ki couched with the feelin of 
| our Infirmitics : e are thoſe paſhonate Expreſſions 
| | of his Compaſſion even to his infirm Members, 1/a, 
| 49:11. He ſhall gather the Lambs with his Arm, and carry 
them in his Boſans, and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with 
youo, (1.42.3. A bruiſed Reed ſhall be not break, 10.63, 
y, In all their Affidions be was Afﬀiied, and the Angel 
of his Preſence ſaved them, Aſetrh. 11, 29, "Come xnte 
we, &c. for 1 am meek and lowly 0 heart, .. . 
2. The ſecond great End of Chriſt's; incarnation 
was that he might fulfil che Law and Will of God 
3s well in the Command, as inthe Type,, Marth. 5.19. 
I came not to deftroy the Law, bat to falfil it : Far aS.1t Was 
requiſite that-he (ſhould be free from Sin, ſo- at was 
neceſſary he ſhould fulfil all Righteouſneſs : and as the 
10n of our fas unto tym, is that which clean- 
us from the Guilc of our (in, ſo the impuration of 
this Righteouſneſs unto us is that which makes our 
Perſons accepted in the fight of God : hence he is 
called, The Lord of Righteouſneſs, fer. 2.3. 6. And Chriſt 
of God is made unto us Righteuſneſs, as well as Re- 
10n, X Cor, 1, 30, Grace reigned through Righ- 
by Chriſt Jeſus, a) 5. 22, 289 the.unpura- 
p 10N 


2i2 Of the Knowledge of God, PxrTIN 
' tion of this: Righteouſneſs is that which perfets ous 
Peace' with God, Rom. 5. 1, By the Righteouſneſs of ini 
the free Gift tame mpon all.to 7uſtification, 'Rom. 5, 18, 
And thus; though it were the Righteouſhes of 'the 
humaneNitbre, yer it 4s called the Ri Pamer's 
God by Faith, Phil. 3. 9. And this Righteogſnels” 

Chriſt - was'that exact Conformity to the Will of 
God, in which God was well pleaſed with ts;” as well 
as him. Now it was impoſſible for any to fulfil that 
Righteouſneſs, which was the Righteouſneſs of ata 
tonal and humane Nature 3 but he that had @rarionaf 
and humane Nature :' as the Righreouſneſs' of 'any 
thing below the humane Nacure, bears not- a propor 
tion to-rhe*Righteoufieſs of! a humane Nature, ſuch 
are the” Regularities 6f the ſenſitive and vegetative 
Nature; fo the Righteouſneſs of any Nature above 
the humane” Nature could © not be ſuitable ' for 
vs: This the Righteouſneſs of an Angelical Nature; 
is not proporcionable to the exigence of our-Naruress 
the Law which was given to our Natures cannot 
ſquare witch! theirs, for that Law was fitted: to our 
whole Compoſitam ; therefore it was neceſſary for Chriſt 
to fulfil ſach a Righteouſnels as might hold propor 
tion to thoſe for whom it was intended; and rhis could 
be no other than that Righteouſneſs which mult bs 
performed in the Life of an humane Natures © 
| z The third great work of Chrilt's' 'Life' was 'for 
an Inftru&ion and that double : Y 2 
. 1, Of Example: Inthoſe ſeveral: Vertnes that 'are 


proper ' for the humane Niture ; eſpetially'in Meeks 


neſs, Matth.'11.29. Learn'ef me, for Fam week © InHus 
mility and Obedience, hl, 2.5, Let the ſame mind be 
in you as was in Chriſt; who being, 86, humbled hints 
ſelf and berame obedient; Forgerfulneſs of Injuries, Edt) 
3.13: Forgiving one another, even as Chrift forgave 26uD 
Patience "in ſuffering, - 1 Pet, 2. 21, For-eten heretnill 
& S_-4, art 
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tre ye tailed, becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving ns 
a Example that ye ſhould follow his Example, wha when he 
wa reviled; &c. And this conformity to the Practi- 
al part of Chriſt's-Life is called the Mind of Chriſt, 
z'Fet, 4,11 The following of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 11. 1, 
The Life of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4. 11. That the Ufe of Chrift 

us might be made manifeſt in our mortal Fleſh : The 

ing changed. into his Image, 2 Cor. 3. 18. The grow- 
ng up into him in all things, even to the meaſure of 
the Stature of -his fulneſs, Zpbe/;, 4. 13,15.. Now this 
Exemplary Life could not be given us, but in our own 
Nature, and yet without it we had been- without a 
moſt rational means of pleaſing God, and fo arriving 
2 our ine(s: the Pattern of the Tabernacle, that 
Moſes ſaw 1n the Mount, was of as great uſe to him 
id framing i as the particular Dimine concerning 


' 

2. Of Doqtrin : The Will of God concerning man. 
2s in effec obliterated ; Partly, by che corruption 
1nd decay of our Nature by {ins Partly, by the ſt 
Judgment 'of God in withdrawin himſelf. and chat 
ight which Man had abuſed : And as in the Principles 

Truth, man became detective, fo in the Principles 
of-PraQtice, Row. 1. 21, 26, God gave them up to vile 
afe&ions ; infomuch that among the very Jews who 
tad the very Counſels of God among them, the very 
Principles of their known Laws were adulterated and 
corrupted. Now for this purpoſe was Chriſt born, 
$ he teſtifies of himſelf, Jim 18. 37. To this end was 
I horn," and for this end came 1 into the World, that [ ſhould 
lrer Witneſs unto the Truth, and as he was the Light of 
the World, as be affirms of himſelf, 1 7ehr 8. 12. fo 
he was furniſht with a Do&trin from God, Pobn 7: 16. 
My Deftrin is not mine, but his that ſent me, John 7.16, 
and with a Power of delivery beyond the Power of 
amere Man, obs 7.46. Moo man ſpake like this. ne 


2 


Ree reed eeee e aa  oT WB.-” 


3r4 Of the Knowledge of Gody Fant 1 
and Matth. 7:29. He taught «s one having Authwiy, hes 
or as Pk yr rap | wh I 

ts, We may 0 "= k gy cf 
rp have raught by a Miracle by be pre 
power., 'yet be chooſeth to reveal his truthsto-hig 
Crearure by means appoſtte to our Nature': 'the 
of God'Cloaths himſelf with Fleſt+ and ,Blood:, and 
reaches the way to his Happineſs, as one May 
reacherh another , though we muſt 'nor exclade- thay 
gy Cooperation of his mighty Spirit, thar (trikey 
upon our bem even when his Word ſtrikes upon our 
eo nd herein the Phariſees fpoke tructy even's 
fer own Wills, Matth. 22. 26. Thos reachoſh 
ry in Trath. For Godin theſe laft times 


ker tq us by his Son, Heb, r, 2, ' and” reveal» 

us the hole Counſel and Will of his Farety 
pr us : For he ſpoke not-of res re but at. 
ee ſent him gave him 
I ſay, 7obn 12. 49. And that this Docrieef 

=: ks receive a Teſhmonial from Heaven it wa 
with Miracles, and with ſuffrages from He 

Fa 30. This Voice came not becauſe of me; but 


eg Now among divers Particulars of the 
{Ons of 


, we may oblerve-theſe greap Maſtcs 


1CCesS 
p 1. Inſtrufting us, that there is a higher end for 
Sons of Men to arrive unto chan temporal Feligitypit 
this Life, viz , Bleſſedneſs exprefs'd'in thoſe ſeveral tw 

eſlipns of his, Marth. 5.3, 4. &. The on 

cayen, Comforr, Falneſs, if ght of God, & cs; Andi 
order to this great Dotin are thoſe ſeveral Doc 
of the Reſurreion, the'laſt Judgment; * Immo 
ty of the Soul; truths that the whoſe World either 
never knew, or had forgotten, or d#ubted 

2. Inftructing i in the-rrue rats þ to 4fthin' this Bleſſeds 


nels, reaching us that Righteonſneſs Weepted- of God 
* conlill 
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vered by the determinate counſol ar6-knowle 
Yet- way thig oY cle = briſt: Vo _—Y 
e arigindl uhtlertaking of this Work , in that Eremyl 
te har the: Erernal Word ; Voluntary i in the 
that: :ndertaking in 'the Humane Nx 
ures £ hers of Chriſt purſuing and fol. 
owing.-the rwilh-of Eternity: Zaxke 12. 5o., I hae s 
ig take baptized withal,, ani how am 1 ftraitned til 
i :he: acconiph; ſhed ? "And even when the Hamane Nz 
fure did accardirig:go the Law bf Nature, ſhrink from 
1ts-own. diflolation}, yet he preſently corrects that nx 
\wong Paſhon:! _— 27. | Father., ſave - me from thi 
tors hs fn py nor hy rig this hour, Father, u 


ont to 
Fairhfulnef 


BA oe mai or es __ fg and rho Ld 
(454-09 1 MESNGS « das it: pleaſed" WE 
hong _— 


On%e! VIH: ” and of our Sthves." iy * 
bruift him - when thou ſhalt make bir ſont as offering fot fs, 
Pal. 2. 7, 8. As he made himſelf of no reputa in; 
and humbled” himſelf, 'fo he became obedienr..cq 
death. ' Titus 2.14. © He gave himſelf for «s, that he 
right redeem ns from all iniquity : yet foln 3,16. God ſo 
lived the world , thit he gave his only bs my Son, &c, 
Again, 1 fon 4.' 9. Herein perceive. we, the love of God, 
becanſe he laid down his life for us : Yet. Rom. $. 32. He 
ſpared not* his own. Son, but delivered him op for us, all. 
1 John 4. 9. og Sm to be the propitiation for eur 
| 40. 7. Then ſaid I, lo, I come: yet he.came 
net without a Miſſion ! -7 d2!ight to do thy will, O my God, 
The, ſum of all thets is, the Love of God to Mankind 
was the abſolute. and original foundatioh of our Re- 
demption ; the ame*a& of this Love propoſed. and 
* ynderrook the Redemption of Mankind Mow ys 
and freely in this way contrived by .the Eternal Wi 
tom and Counſel of God: The Humane. Nature of 
8 Chriſt in exa& and; voluntary ſubmiſſion unto this 
8 Counſel performed it: If it had been Voluntary and 
not ici Conformity to the Will of God, whoſe Will 
could be the only meaſare of his SatisfaRion, it could 
hever tiave been farisfacory : And if 'ir had been 
meerly” Paſfive , it could not have” been 'an Obedi- 
ence, which roguicend tn Submiffion-and Conformity 
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to the Will of him thar injoyns, withouc which it coul 
hever be meritorious. © * | | 


"2, Tt was a Meritorious and Expiatir potfring for 
by that Eternal Covenant berween the Father and the- 
Son ; he was to bear the fins of his Ele, "and under 
that Condition, it was tieceſlaty that he"(hould' ſuffer 
them: It was the Love of the Father ro accepr of 
ro bear the fins. of the Peoples and ic was his' 
uftice rhar <i(cloſed his, Anger againſt 'Sit, although 
| Fe xd but repreſent the ſinner , and yer'the merit 
of Suffering hath its ſtrength from the free accepra- 
"=o, + F 6 "2445, AX tion 
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t. God oſ og ts 
5d and eſs in Gilt, we have th os Ti 
- e 2, 14; On earth peace, will rg anen ; 
Chin, foes 4. when by way of Adticipatiqn, 
he Gich, 7 Ariel ib work. oh thow gaveſt me to 4s: 
whi 2, by peg "19. 30, he ſaid 
F i py , by a voice from 
jy I wh, Hate *B Et ESE Her, p50. 
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T wi he babes effed d for ever them that be Po 


w" Was 20 on rſs! Slidn OR: The _- of 


toofg univerſ3! 
river Ga "nd OTE. 
AE e went over Body! 1 p> 
the diy that = eateft, thou ſhalt die bps death, Thus death 


extended to his Body and Soul, Jade whore Cage 
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rent of this C4 N” Gult. and Coke But ; 
extent of Chriſt's Stadion , who vas Hgured by 
the fitſt Aden : ; "ys 14. "His Life ng l 
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' 926 Of rhe Kyowiederof Godj Pann 
{etiſe of that wrath of God: againſt Siny- was nor inw 
ited,” but real and/infierent. - 1f ic be: inquired, Hog 
bud ſuch 2 ſenſe of the wrath of "God be'conſiſten{ 
tlitit union that was'berween” his Natures in ons 
Perſon? ſuch Knowledge is: 200 wonderful for-tne> 
Nevertheleſs .' thas Fat-we'may fay.; that 'as in''the 
higheſt extremiry of the ſuffering-of his-Soul ;-chere! 
was 'no interruption of char ſtrict*Uniow berween the. 
Humane and Divine Nature, yer\ſo'ir-pleaſed Godtoi 
order this great Work ;-' that the aua communica 
rion*of the preſence of the Divine-Nature, was to the 
ſ(1ſe-of the Humane Narture eclipſed 3 the Sun ſtil}! 
ined in the Pirmament, yer. the: Light thereof 
Eclip(ed ar the time of the death of Chriſt,” Marth. 27.; 
45.- tO lhadow tous that interruption'of . Viſion which. 
ws milout Redeemer; that ſo his Soul might be made: 
ary Offetmg for Sin; as well as his' Body : If ic be av 
boner Lig, ow it caine to pabs, 'thar'a perpetual Panith- 
ni&ntius:to Man 4 was expiated-by-a temporary fuſs 
faing'i of 'Chrift we: anſwer, Man's ſuffering maſt - 
; n166ds be perpetual; becauſe it could never be. farisfa- 
Rory; Matth. 5. 26. "Thow ſhalt not come ont, till thou. 
pazeſt the uttermoſt 'farthing - Bur Chriſt's ſuffering was: 
fering could nor-continue : -1. It was a Voluntary Sub- 
fering. © 2, An Innocenr' Suffering. 3. 'A Suffering 
of the: $om-of God. 4: An Accepted SatisfaQtion by 
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And hence, TiCor, 15. 17. "F-Cbrift beer 
"ya h & wake, ye ve get i yur hu As ifhe hou 


» If chere be no Satisfadtion made for-your 
are "Rillig them; If Chriſtbedetained-und& 
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rechion riſt was "his Vo over Gallen Dew 
2nd Hell. 1 C1 15. 57. The Viftory/given through 


Chriſt, Colof. 2.\25; Having ſpoiled Ptincipalities and 


Powers, he then' made a ſhew.of them yi 
x. Je had been impoſſible- thar: eg of 


Id'tave the benefir,cbtier ofthe firſt or { 
Ns le me for by reaſon of that Ulnian with roma 


he pe e of all thoſe conditions whereof £ 
p2 : "Crucified with-him, Ga/l:2 205 
nid "- him, - Rom, 6. 3, 6, $. Live 


DEE ureter riſe 2pain to, eternal 
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hogging eng kyle 
dy, as his ſadden be | Ih 
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when 


the Doors were ſhac ies mn 
Yet to convince that cone handsand 
his fide, eats with them, c ſo ee buer 
forty days, 4&s.' 115, The! Body of 
the power of God made of an Anpelica 
ſpirktua) ſubſtance, is taken up ito: 


19. \ Lake 24. 57%: Als 16, 9. 
" hand of Glory; A#s: 3. 25, 
Thiswas chat which was fine 
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ſhall come 3 his Glory, &c. Afarth, 25.31, 

zorep al Ton that that very humans N44 

WTC,. by winch, : is denominated. Man, ſhould contis 
of .the.Y 


jolgrem in im 
99 Man in pane had NE erection, © rr 
Y, id 
ED IEeD che Life of Chriſt's /humane:'Na 


is e820. eriaBng, 4 Gait 

_ wer of God-: this Body-ob 
a5 1t 1s Fri immoxrtalicy, ſo it'is 
Glory, we be made like unto his glorious 


Body, Body, £64 21. 

bay feed the work of Man's 
into Heaven exerciſeth a 
En A Kr the benefic af his Church and 
A Dominion, This: was that Inaugu- 
as of __ Kingdom, Plat, II0, I, Sit thok 
$3 104 Therefore will 1 divide 
hin a Partion with the great, GC. becanſe he hath poured 
ont bis Sonl unto, Death, - * And thereſqte after lis Reſut- 
reRion he. tells his: les, Mah, 48. 18, That all 
pore is given; hit both in Heayen and in Earth, and 
which 15 ſo-often called his bs Citing at the right 

| af es. b 20, and his making 


hi ſ&- ſhall continue until che 
cm up the Kingdom to his Fa- 


bis| Spirit + The Power:of 
4 ed his =, and eſpecially 
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CHAP..VIIT. and of, our Selves, $25 
ſrumental to the Spiric of God: But by Chriſt che 
Power of that Spirit is communicated in a more ſpe- 
cial and peculiar way 3 and is that very Power where- 
by their Acts and Motions 'to — acted, and 
was .not communicated in that perfeCtion till after 
Chriſt's Aſcenſion, John 16.7, If I go not ada), the 
Comforter will nt come, This Spiric of Chriſt meow 
rit of Illumination and Inftrufion, oh 14. 26, The 
Comforter, which is' the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will 
ſend in my Name, he ſhall teach you all things, 1 Joh. 2. 27; 
The anointing which 1s from above teacheth you all things, 
aSpirit of Conviction and Redargution, obs 16.8. 4 
Spirit of Renovation and Cleanſing, Tie, 3. 5. a Spirit 
of Strength, Ephe/c 3. 16. Strengthned with his might by 
bis Spirit, a Spirit of Aſſurance, Epheſ. 1.13. Sealed 
with the Holy _ of Promiſe, a Spirit of quickening, 
Row, 8, 11. quickned by his = that dwelleth in 
you 3 a Spirit of Adoption and Atreſtation, Rwm.18.1g, 
16, We have received the Spirit of Adoption; a Spi- 
rie of Supplication and Intercefſton, Rom, 8. 26, 27. 
The Spirit it ſelf maketh Interceſſion for us : The Spirit of 
defence againſt Temptation, Epheſ. 6. 17. The Spord 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God : A Spirit of U- 
nion : There is a double and reciprocal means of U- 
nion between Chriſt and his people. 1. By Faith; 
whereby Chriſt is united unto them, Epheſ. 3. 17; That 
Chrift might dnell in your Hearts by Faith, 2, By the 
Spirit, n. was we are united unto him, Rem. 8. 9, 
If any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his, 
Epheſ. z. 20, I» whom alſo ye art builded together for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit, 1 John 4.1 3. Hereby we 
know that we dwell in him and he in ns, becauſe he hath given 
vs of his Spirit, 1 Cor. 6.17. He that is jojned to the 
Lord is one Spirit, - And this Union with Chriſt was 
that which he. ſo much defired of his Father for his 
Church, 7obz 1.7. 22, 23. And as by Faith all that Sa- 

tisfaction 
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tisfation and Righteouſneſs, which was in him, was 
made ours, {o all our Actions proceeding from this 
Spirit are in truth his, both in virtue and acception 
with the Father, Epheſ. z. 18, Through him we have acceſ; 
by one Spirit to the Father, Gal.2.20, 7 live, yet not I, but 
Chriſt lwverh in me, And by reaſon of this Union with 
Chriſt, as: he is a Son, fo are we Sons, Kom. 8. 17, 
Joynt Heirs with him, and Galat.4.7. an Heir of God 
through Chriſt : thus we apprehend Chriſt, and are 
app ed of him, Phil. 3. 12, 
3- The third effe&t and end of Chriſt's Aſcenſion is his 
prop Intbrcefſion in the Preſence of the Glory of God 
or his People. Chriſt in his humane Nature was our 
Sacrifice, and that was but one Sacrifice, and but once 
offered, Heb.g.28.10.14.And Chriſt, who in both Natutes 
was the Prieſt chat offered that Sacrifice, Heb. 9. 14, 
25. Who through the eternal Spirit offer ed himſelf without 


Spot to God, hong he finiſhed that part of his Prieſt- | 


ly Office while he was with us, yet as the Prieſthood 
of Chriſt was for ever according to the order of Met 
chiſegec, {o the exerciſe of that Prieſthood ſtill conti- 
nues, Heb. 9g. 24. Chriſt is entred into Heaven it ſelf, now 
to appear in the Preſence of God for us, And as by his Spt- 
rit, which he hath giver to his people, he makes Inter- 
ceſſion in them, for we have Accels to the Father 
by his Spirit, ſo by himſelf he makes Intercefſion 
for us, Heb. -. 25. Wherefore he is able to ſave them to the 
uttermoſt that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to 
make Interceſſion for them, 1 John 2.1. And if any man 
ſin, we have an advocate with the Father , 7eſus Chriſt the 
righteows. And it is the ſtrength of this Intercefſion of 

riſt, that makes the Prayers of his People effecual, 
John 16, 23. Whatſoever ye ſhall ack the Father in my Name; 


be will grant it : That Incenſe, that was mingled with 


the Prayers of the Saints, Revel. 8. 3. And here let 
me ever admire the endleſs goodneſs of God : ay” y 
| | e 


World with a Ranſom, and with Life ; 7ok# 's. 4. 


bit was life , and the life was the light of men : But tor all' 


this, the World ſtill continues in death and darkneſs, 
_ I. 10. The world knew bim not : He therefore by his 
vidence conveys Truth to their Ears , and by his 
Spirit carries Life and Light into cheir Souls, and cons 
quers the darkneſs and death that is in us : And when 
he hath reſcued us from ruine, he ſtill leaves that 
Spirit of his to conteſt with our Corruptions, to dif- 
cover his Mind, to form us every day more and more 
to our loſt Image , to fupplicate and communicate our 
wants and fears : and t gh thoſe ſupplications of 
ours are mingled with imperfections,di , doubtings 
and diſtractions, = heeahat knows the mind of his own 
Spirit, takes theſe Prayers of ours, and cleanſeth them 
from the drofs that hangs abour them , mingles his own: 
- Merit with them , preſents them to his Farher in the 
ſtrength of his own Intercefſton , and fo bears the ini- 
quity of their holy things : Nay, when we vex and 
eve that Agent of his. that he hath left in us to per- 
our Bleſſedne(s , and oftentimes ſtifle his motions, 
and have ſcarce the ſign of Life left in us, he never- 
theleſs makes Interceſhon for us, 1/x. 53. 12. He made 
imerceſſion for the tranſpreſſours. 

3. The next inquiry is , for whom the SatisfaRtion of 

riſt was ? 

1, Chriſt did 7tentionally lay down his Life for the 
fins of the Elect of God, Zokn 10.15, 1 lay down my life 
for my ſheep : And theſe Sheep of Chriſt, as they were 
not confined to one time or age of the World, ſo nei- 
ther to one Nation or company of People, 7obn 10. 16. 
Other ſheep I have, which are not of this fola, viz. of the 
Nation of the Jews. And thus ſome underſtand, 1 fob» 
22, And not for ours only but aiſo for the ſins of the whole 
vorld,ufing [us] & the ay as 4 contradiſtintion - 
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the Gentiles from the 7ews, to whom, it ſeems, he wrote, 

2. As-Chriſt died Intentionally for the Redemption 
of the Ele&, ſo he died Efetnaly for them and Ged 
hath ſo ordered his Counlels, that thoſe, that he hath 
appointed to eternal Life , ſhall uſe that means, which 
he hath omg be inſtrumental for the partaking 
of the Efficacy of his Death, 7obr 6.37. All that the Father 
giveth me, ſhall come unto me, and him that cometh unto me, 
[ will in no wiſe caſt out, 

3. Whatſoever were the Intention or Efficacy of 
the Death of Chriſt, yet we are ſure that all Men ſhall 
not partake of the full and compleat Effet of Chriſt's 
Satisfaction, viz. Eternal Life. This is a clear Truth, 
yet all the loſt Sons of Adam ſhall be left wholly un- 
excuſable and condemned by the moſt Righteous and 
Natural Juſtice that is imaginable. There have been 
three great Promulgations of Laws in the World. 

1. The Law written in the Hearts of Men, Rom 1, 
19. That which may be known of God ts manifeſt in them, 
for God hath ſhewed it unto them, | 

-2. TheLaw pronounced & given to the 7ews upon Sinai, 

. 3. The Goſpel of Chriſt , ſhewing us what is to be 
beheved, and what to be done. 

- Whea the great God comes to Judge the World, he 
will judge it according to the ſeveral Diſpenſarions'0f 
Vide Rom, 3. 26. Light, Rom, 2.12, For 4s many as have fon 
ned withont the law , ſhall alſo periſh without 
the law : and as many as have ſinned in the law, ſhall be judged 
by the law, There is light enough, or neglect enough, *n 
the moſt ignorant Soul in the World , to charge with 
Guilt enough for Condemnation, though he never 
knew of the Law promulgated to the few , or were 
bound by it. As we there find the diviſion of con: 
demned perſons unto ſuch as {in without the Law, 
under the Law , fo we find another diviſion, 2 Theſ. 1, 
8. Taking vengeance on them that know not God , and ob 

not 
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wt the Goſpel of our Lord eſas Chriſt, This ſeems to 


contain theſe two Rules, wherehy the Genres ſhould 


be judged : 1. Ignorance and want of Fear of God, for 
fuch to whom the Goſpel was not preached : this was 
anexcuſable ignorance and diſobedience, Rom, 1. 20. 
2. Unbelief and Diſobedience of the Goſpel of Chriſt : - 
And though this be a high Truth, that is not diſcovered 
by the Light of Nature, yet being diſcovered, it is an 
offence, even againſt the Law of Nature,not to believe 
it,becauſe a high and abſolute Truth. 3.Nottolove 
it, and conſequently obey it, becauſe the means to attain 
the moſt high and abſolute Good. And as every Sin isan 
averſion from the chief Good, either to that which is 
a lefſer-, 6r no Good); (o'it is impoſſible, bur the aver, 
ſion from the greateſt Good mult needs be the great- 
eſt Sin, even-by the Rules of found Reaſon. Both theſe 
we find plainly ſet down, ohn 3. 36. He. that believeth 
wot the Son, ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth 
on him,” John 3. 19. This is the condemnation, that light 
came into the world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light : 
as if heſhoald have ſaid, - that it is the moſt reaſonable 
and: natural Principle for reaſonable Creatures to en- 
tertain and that Rule , which will condu& them 
to the higheſt Good, and. therefore the condemnation 
of ſuch as negle& is moſt reaſonable z and the rather, 
for that this proceeds not originally from Ignorance, 
but from the Perverſene(s of the Heart, in preferring 
Darkneſs before Light. So that as Infidelity is the 
cauſe of Conderfination; fob» ;. 18. So this want of 
Love of the Light is the great cauſe of Infidelity. And 
though Man hath put himſelf in that Condition , that 
he cannot come to Chriſt , or entertain this chiefeſt 
Good , except the Father draw him, 7obn 6. 44. Yet 
this doth neither excuſe him from fin or guilt, becauſe 
as 1n the firſt Man he willingly contracted this difabi- 


lity, ſo he doch moſt freely and voluntarily affect it : 
Q 3. though 
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though he ſins neceflarily in rejecting the Light, yet he 
ſins voluntarily, 

' Now concerning thoſe ſeveral places in holy Sci- 
_ chat ſeem to infer the Univerſality of an intend. 
ed Redemption, John 3.17. fobn 12. 47. 1 fob 2.3, 
1 Tim, 2, 6. 1 Tim. 2. 4. 1 Cor. 15. 21. It may he 
conſiderable whether the intention of thoſe places he, 
that the Price was fufficient for all the World, fo that 
whoſoever fhall reje& the offered Mercy , ſhall never 
have this excuſe, that there was not a ſufficiency 
Pu -» rs wherher it be enoge, tht LAN by his 
Death di y explate for all that Origin 
which was contracted by the Fall of Adaw Gui, 
Mankind; but for the Attual Offences only of ſuch x 
believed; that ſo as the —_ ſin of Adamyhad, with 
out the afual conſent of his Poſterity , made "them 
liable to Guilez fo the Satisfaion of Chriſt without 
any actual application of him , ſhould diſcharge all 
Mankind from that JT contracted Gail. Thele 
iſquifitions, though fit, yet are not neceſſary to be 


own; it is enough for me to know, that if I believe 
on him , I ſhall nor periſh, but have eyer 
Jobs Fi 16. And that all are invited, and gone excluded, 
LU 


but 


ch as firſt exclude themſelves, 
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CHAP. IX. 


Of the Means, which God hath appointed to make 
this Sacrifice of Chriſt effetual, viz. Union 
with Chriſt , aud how the fame. is —_ on 
God's part. 


AVE come to that Mea. which the: Will of 
God hath appointed to make this Sacrifice Ef- 
feltual for ms, 
ig his Eternal Counſel yerae, dre Fall of 
Man , did from all Eternity covenant his! 
val Word ſhould take upon him Fle 
an all-ſufficient Mediator between Cor hn {rg ; 
to that End, did furniſh this Mediator wich. all things 
neceſſary for lo great a Work, Coloſ.. 1. 19. For it 
pleaſed the Father , that in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell : 
Fulnel of the Godhead, Colef.. 2.9. For. in him dwelleth 
all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily  Fulnels of Grace, 
fu I.16, For of his Fulneſs we receive Grate for Grace : 
ulneſs of Wiſdom and Knowledge , Colof. 2. 3. 
whom are hid all the treaſures of 4 ' and Knowledge : 
Fulneſs of Perfection, Epheſ. 4. The meaſure of the 
fatare of the fulneſs of Chriſt : A  Faloeſe of Life, Zobn 1:4. 
In him was life,and the life was the light of men, Jahn 5.27. 
As the Father hath life in himſelf, ſo hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himſelf : A Fulnels of Love, Ephe/. 3:19. 
And to know the love of Chriſt, paſſing knowledge. 
All the Promiſes of God are in him, and put into 
him, as into a Treaſury , and bott 
2 Cor, 1,20, In whom all the promiſes of God axe yea and 
Amen, And this Plenitude of Ys was therefore 1 oh, 
4 , 


him , that from him it might be communicated ac. 
cording to the Exigence of thoſe for whom he wa; 
a Mediator 3 for although the Plenitude of the Divine 
Nature was abſolute, and no way in reference to the 
Buſineſs .of the Mediatorſhip, -yet the communicati 
of that Plenitude to Chriſt , as one Mediator, was in 
order-to- his Office, And this Fulneſs of Chriſt wa 
neceſſary 'ts fupply chat Emptineſs which was in Man 
y (in ; He ſtood in need of a ſea of Love to redeem 
im, and Chriſt was not without riches of Love and 
Compaſhon : he had loſt his Life 3 The day that t 
rareſt, thon ſhafe die the death , and there was as well 
Quickning, #'z' Living Life in Chriſt to revive him, 
Epheſ, 2.1, Thoſe who mere formerly dead in treſpaſſe: 
and fins hath he quickned, Colof. 3. 4. When Chriſt who it 
Gur < ſhall appar : Man had' loſt the whole Image of 
is Creators” Chriſt ; *Who'was the' expreſs Image of 
is Father, reimprints it again by forming himſelf in 
us, Colef.'3.' 10. Renewed in' knowledge after the image of 
him that created him, Epheſ. 4. 24. Pat ye 'on the New 
Man which after God is created in righteouſneſs and true he. 
lineſs ; "The nature of Man is corrupted , and Chriſt 
hath a Magazine of Grace to heal and purge that cor- 
ruption, 7ehn 1, 16. Of his fulneſs we receive grace far 
grace; '[n; ſum, Man had loſt his Creator with af 1n- 
finite diſtance z and ſo loſt his Happineſs ; Chriſt, as 
the Fulne(ſs of God dwelt in him wy , {o togethet 
with himteſtores Man to his Lord , and fo to his Blef 
- ſfedne(s, Ephe/. 3.19, And to know the love of Chriſt that 
paſſeth knowledge, that Je may be filled with all the fulneſs of 
rc TS 
The Means then of this Fruition js Vos, The 
reaſon by which every thing enjoys what it hath, i 
Union , and the more ſtrict the Union is between t 
thing that enjoys » and the thing enjoyed : The ſtri&t: 
Eſt Union is berween any thing and its Eſſence _ 
* ps 4 *u 2” : ore 
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fore when Goodneſj is part of the Eſſence, the Enjoy- 
ment is the moſt pub: And it is by-vertue of this 
Unjan with Chriſt, that all this Fulneſs of C hci t is 
conveyed to the Believer. | . 

Now as the Fulneſs of Chriſt ariſeth from his Lni- 
on with God, the Fountain of Goodneſs; fo oyr 
Fruition of that Fulneſs ariſeth- from our Union with 
Chriſt, 7obn 17, 2 3. 7 in them, and thou in me, that they may 
henak prfect js ave. And this was the great Purpoſe 
of God in ſending Chriſt. Epheſ. 1. 10. That he might 
gather together in one, all things in Chriſt. And this Union 
with Chriſt is frequently expreſſed in the Scripture, in 
the ſtricteſt terms of Union: converſation of Friend- 
ſhip, John 14. 23. + will come wnto him, and make our 
abode with him, Chriſt formed in them , Gatar. 4. 19, 
Incorporation with him, eating his Fleſh, and drinking 
his Blood, 7ebn 6. 5 3. Inhabicing in them, Epheſ. 3. 17. 
Chriſt living. in them, Gala. 2, zo. Part of his very 
ſubſtance, Epbeſ, 5. 30. For we are members of his þody, 4 
his fleſh, and of bis bones : Partakers at the very Fulneſs 
of God that is in (him.) Epheſ, 3. 19, That ye. may be 
7 with the fulneſs of God, Changed into the very 
Image of Chriſt, 2 Cer, 3. 18, Partakers of the Divine 
Narure, 2 Pet. 1. 4. 

Now we are to conſider , How this Union is wrought, 
viz, By a double at, 1, Of God's part : 2. Of our 


part, -f'| 
God in the Creation united Man unto himſelf; and 
Man by his fin broke that Union, and departed from 
him; and' as he could not, ſo he would never have 
returned to God again, unleſs God'had brought him 
to himſelf, 7ohn 6. 65. No man can come nnto me, except 
it were given him of my Father : NoW the degrees of theſe 
ats, whereby God unites to him, are, ws. 
1. His Eternal Love : Man by his {tn got away from 
God as far as he could; and as he loſt his Abllity, oo 
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he loſt his Mind to return, Ger, 3. 10. 1 heard thy wice, 
and I was afraid, and I bid my ſelf. Love is the firſt mo» 
rion to. Union 3 and this Loye of God is the firſt f 
dation of our Union to him , 7ohn 3, 16. For God fo bs 
wed the world, 8:C. 1 John 4. 10, Herein is Love , not that 
we loved him, but that he leved ns firſt , and gave his Son to 
be the propitiation for exr fins, 2 Cor. 5.19. God was is 
Chriſt reconciling the world unto bimſelf : before the World 
either wiſht, or thought of that Reconciliation : {6 
that it was a free Love, and not drawn out upon any 
deſert in his Creature, 

z, The ſecond ſtep of the motion towards Union, 
was the ending his S#» to aſſume our Nature, and Yo 
unto us. The diſtance between God and his 
Creature, is eſſentially infinite, becauſe finite with in- 
finite, bears no proportion : but the diſtance between 
God and his ſ{infal Creature, muſt needs be greater, be- 
caufe the Creature by his fin is gone wy from God 
farther than he was in his pure Being, 0 fall up this 
infinite diſtance , God and Man is united into one 
Chriſt by the aſſumption of our Nature : and by this 
means God is come nearer unto us (as we may ſay) and 


we in a condition to draw nearer unto him , eyen ig. 


his Son. And thus God hath gathered together all 
things in one in Chriſt, Zpheſ. 1. 10, : ; 

3. The third ſtep is by the courſe of his Providence, 
convening the knowledge and uſe of this Mediator wnto us, 
This is a farther degree of Union; the former was (| 
cifical in our Natures, but this obje&ive and inte 
Qual . viz. by means proportionable ro our Natures 
and Conditions, providentially difpoſed , he ſends un- 
to us the relation of our own Condition by Nature, 
our Duty, our Saviour, his Will, and all thaſe Truths 
- contained in the Book of God : and this Truth he ſets 

n with Rational ConviRtions,Prophecies, Miracles,Per- 
ſiwalions , Intreatics; all which have a rational rh 
tio 
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tion upon our Underſtanding and Wills. This is that 

which is the Outward Calling. And among thoſe nu- 

ny. Effeityal Truths, that are conyeyed unto us by 

this Calling , which were either loſt or defaced in 

Var, ce are prigcipally diſcovered , and of prin- 
uſe 


1, That God js the chiefeſt Good, and therefore the 
hi © One of our ; ay and I res and te 
e doth juſtly require the extremity of our purſuit : 
e enjoyment of chis Obje& is that wherein Mans 
licity conlifted in his State of Innocence, and muſt 
in his Stare of Reſtitution, and rhis truch. once enter- 
tained doth render all things elſe infipid in Com- 
iſon of it, Dext. 6.4. Hear, O Iſrael, The Lord our 
Fl is one Lord, therefore thou ſhalt love &c. 

2, he'is «4 Communicative Good : for without this 
the Labour of the Soul would be fruitle(s : For it were 
impoſſible for a finite Power to reach or overtake an 
infinite ObjeR, unleſs the Obje& did exhibit himſelf 
unto that Power. And herein is the excellence of this 

1 of God, it diſcovers the Free Love of God unto 

Soul : So, as the Abſolute Goodneſs of God en- 
gageth us, even in Judgment, to ſeek to be united un- 
to him : fo this Free Love of God engageth us, even 
in good Nature, as I may ſay, to ſeek him, And the 
very Entertainment of this truth, ſoundly in the hearr, 
is the Foundation of qur Faich and Obedience, Rowe. 5.8, 
But God commendeth his Love towards us in that while we 
were yet Sinners, Chriſt dyed for us © As if he ſhould have 
ſaid, There could not be imagined a mote ue- 
ring loye than this, that he, whom we had inj by 
our Sins, ſhauld yer ſeek the Good of his Creature, 
1 fohn 4.9. Herein is Love, not that we loved God, but that 
be loved us fil, This was Love with a Witneſs, That 
when the Creature, that owed to his Lord the _—_ 
of his Love, had broken his Duty, and become a ha- 


ter of his Lord, yet that char God ſhould love ſuch 4 
Creature. And as this Love was thus Free, fo ir cog- 
deſcended to all the means of Communicating. hims 
ſelf, that are imaginable: contriving means to recon 
Cile us : God was in Chriſt reconciling the World unto him. 
ſelf, 2 Cor, 5. 49, God was. reconciling when Mag 
thought of nothing but offending : Importunities. of 
reconciliation, 2 Cor. 5. 20, We pray you in Chriſt's ftead 
be reconciled to God, It were a Miracle of Mercy if 
ſuch a God ſo offended, and by his Creature, ſhould 
have accepted a Reconciliation upon the higheſt im- 
portunity of his Creature 3 But for him thus injured, 
that could not receive a grain of advantage by out 
Converſion unto him, 'to change as it were conditi 
with his Creature, and to importune a Reconciliati 
from it, There wants conception in us to underftand 
it, it is a Love paſſing knowledge : But yer like the 
waters of the Sanctuary (till riſeth higher : Ir is true, 
we made our ſelves miſerable, and if thou, O Lord 
hadſt never looked after us, nor pitied. us, we could 
never have complained of thy Juſtice : But if thog 
hadſt pitied, and done no more of if thy pity had 
gone ſo far as to'have given us 7 deliverance” if we 
could have found it, we muſt for ever in our miſery 
havemagnitied thy Mercy, though we had been Noh- 
plus'd in the inquiry: But here is Love, not that we lo- 
ved God, but that he leved us, and ſent bis Son to be the Pros 
pitiation for our Sins : a Propitiation, and a Propitiation 
prepared by our offended injured Maker, and ſach 
- Propitiation. Burt it reſts'not here; We had incurr 
Guilr _ make. us'wretched', and a delivery 
from wretchedneſs by ſuch a means had been an un- 
ſpeakable Mercy : But this mercy reſted not there; 
he doth not only of miſerable Men make us not mi- 
ſerable, by pardoning our Guilt; but of Enemies 
makes us Childretr, by ' a Righteouſneſs, he = 
| imſe 
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' himſelf had prepared, Loon I. 3. Behold what manner 


Love the Father hath beftowed upon us, that we ſhould 
called the Sons of Gad. = 
4. Now a Man would think that ordinary Prudence 
2nd Ingenuity would engage the heart to entertain this 
Meſſage of Happineſs and Peace with Love and Ac- 
ceptation 3 and that agreater approach from God to 
his Creature, as it could not be expected, fo it need 
not be required : The Chiefeſt Good commands our 
rertainment, how much more when it offers it (elf, 
with ſuch a condeſcenſion, as well to our Neceflities, 
25-to-Qur conditions ! Moral perſwalions have wrought 
upon the Tempers of wiſe Men, without any propo- 
fitions of any thing beyond this Life, how much more 
perſwaſions bottomed upon ſuch ſound Reaſon, and 
ropounding-an end ſutable to the higheſt Compre- 
nlion of our Souls ! But all this will not ſerve the 
furn unleſs che Mercy of God had gone farther : We 
are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins 3 and we can no more 
receive theſe Truths, and this Love of God, than a 
dead Man can receive a rational Impreſhon : Now 
Chriſt is our Life, Cole. 3. 4. hen Chriſt, who is our 
Life, ſhall appear, x John 5.12. He that hath the Son 
hath Life ; he that hath not the Son hath not Life : Now 
this Life is wrought in us, and conveyed unto us,by the 
very work of the Spirit of God and Chrift, in and upon 
our Souls, 7okn 6. 63. It is the Spirit that quickens, the 
ſame Spirit that raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead, Row. 
8.11, If the Spirit of hin that raiſed up feſus from the 
Dead dwell in you, be that rAſed up Chrift from the Dead, 
ſhall alſs quicken your Mortal Body by his Spirit that dwell- 
eth in you, Ephel. 2.5. Even when we were dead in Sins, 
he bath quickned us together with Chriſt, Therefore he 
is called the Spirit of Life, Rem. 8. 2. This Life called 
the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Ti, 2. 5. a Birth of 
the Spirit, ibs 3. 5» Except 4 Man be born of Water 
| WY and 
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and the Spirit, Verſe 6. that which is born of the Spirit i 
Spirit, The firſt + Reſurrection. Epheſ. 5. 14. Aw 
thon that ſleepeſt;, ſtand wp from the Dead, and C, 
ſhall give thee Life : And though it may ſeem a vain 
Command to a dead Man to ſtand up from the Dead; + 
pet we muſt remember whoſe Command it was, even 
is that ſpake to dead Lazarss, Come forth, and he aroſe; 
becauſe a Spirit of Life, and a word of Power went 
along with the Command, oh» 6.63. The words that 
T ſpeak, wnto you, they are Spirit, and they are Life : They 
have not only Life in them for him that receives 
them, but-I can ſend a Spirit with them to enable him 
to receive thefn. And now the Soul is put into a con- 
dition to entertain his Happineſs. It was the Happt- 
neſs of Adam's Soul,and it is the Happineſs of Angelica 
Natures to be receptive of the knowledge and Love 
of God : And here was Mans miſery by his Sin, that 
as he loſt the actual Enjoyment of God, ſo he had 
made his Soul, as it were, irreceptive of it again : and 
as God hath offered himſelf tro us again in Chriſt, {6 
by his Spirit he enables us to receive him by Faith, 
which is the firſt motion of the Creature to Union 
with God, : 
So then the work of the Spirit upon the Soul comes »nder 
4 threefold Conſideration, though the ſame a& produceth 
all chree,and therefore they are three pur together 2 Tim, 
I.7. The Spirit of Power, of Love, and of a ſound Mind, 
1. Of Power or Life, whereby Life is conveyed in- 
to the Sonl, which, like the dry bones in Ezekzel, was 
void of Life till this Spirit comes into them ; de que 
(*pra: and the two following are but the manifeſtation of 
this Life according to the Faculties wherein it appears. 
2. Of. a ſound Mind, Light not only in the Medium 
bat in the Organ. John 1.4. In him was Life, and the 
Life was the light of Xen, Hence it is called a convin- 
cing Spirit, 7ohn 16, 8, a Spirit of Wiſdom and RY 
| | ation 
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lation in the knowledge of Chriſt, Ephe/. 1. 13. a Spi- 
rit of ing : He hath given us nderftanding that 
we may know him that is true, 1 fob 5, 20, aSpirit of 

tion and of Power, 1 Cor. 2. 4. a Spirit of 
diſcerning and Judication, I Cor, 2.15, 16. Man's Uln- 
derſtanding byhis Fall loſt his Obje&tand loſt his Sight, 
Epbeſ. 5. 8. ye were ſometimes darkyeſs. And this was 
not only a darknefs by the Abſence, but by the exclu- 
fion of light : the Underſtanding was ſealed againſt ir, 
{ that though light did ſhine in the darkneſs, yer the 
darkneſs comp ed it not, hn 1.5. Now here 
was the work of the Spirit of God in opening the 
. heart, As 16. 14. enabling our underſtanding to re- 
ceive, and ſubduing of it to believe the truth of God. 
And this is certain, not only in thoſe truths, which are 
fartheſt removed from our Reaſon, and ſo moſt pro- 
perly the Obje& of our Faith, ob» 6.65. No mas can come 
wnto me except the Father draw him, 1 Cor.12.3. No man can 
ſay that Teſas is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, But even 
in thoſe points of truth, wherein even natural reaſon 
may guide us : Even the belief of the Creation, though 
it is deducible by natural reaſon to know it, yet it is 
the work of Faith to believe it : Heb. 11, 3. By Faith 
we nnderſtand that the Worlds were framed, 8c, The con- . 
viction of the (ame truth by the work of the Spirit of 
God creating Faith, and the work of Natural Reaſon 
working Opinion, or at moſt knowledge , differs as 
much as knowledge and Opinion : Thoſe things of 
God, that are diſcoverable by natural Reaſon, receive 
another kind of impreffion upon the Soul by the work 
of God, as is evident by the Effects and Operations each 
have upon the Son!, Rom. 1. 21, When they knew God, yet 
they glorified him not as God, 

- 3. Of Love, therefore ſo called, becauſe the Prin- 
cipal part of the Meſſage that che Soul is acquainted 
wich, is a Meſſage of Love and Goodne(s, and - nn 
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Will inclined and ingaged to love that Goodneſs, Ant 
this is the fruit of the work of God's Spirit. 

1, Mediately .and naturally , preſuppoſing the for- 
mer work of Illumination : for ſome-Obje&ts are of {6 
light a nature, that when they are known, all the 
work of the Soul is done; ſo they ate only known, 
that they oy be known : But theſe obje&s of our 
Faith, they do include a Goodneſs and Conveniency 
for the Soul ; and therefore being known, they are de- 
fired; fo that in natural Conſequence, the Spirit of 
God, if it demonſtrates theſe Truths to the Soul, it 
doth by conſequence engage the Love of the Soul to 
them. Ic is true , that Education , Inſtruction , and 
Diſcipline, may make us know theſe Truths ſpeculz- 
tively, and yet our Soul not affected with them: but 
the Conviction, which is wrought by the Power of 
God's Spirit, is not fo thin or jejune a union of theſe 
Truths to the underſtanding, but deeper and more ra- 
dicated 3 and conſequently doth more effectually work 
upon the W11l : and therefore it is the Logick of the 
Apoſtle, 1 7ohn 2. 4. He that ſaith he knoweth God, and 
keepeth not his Commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him, 2 Pet. 1. 9. He that lacketh theſe things is blind, 
and cant fee, The Argument is from the Negation 
of the neceſſary Effect or Conſequent, to the Negation 
of the Cauſe or Antecedent : as if he ſhould have aid, 
Whereſoever there is no true Obedience to the Will 
and Command of God, there is certainly no Love of 
God. It is the concluſion of Truth and Reaſon, ob. 14 
23, If a man love me, he will keep my wards : And where- 
ſoever there is a true knowledge of God, there muſt of 
neceſſity be a true Love unto God, becauſe it doth 
repreſent God as the chiefeſt; only, and moſt ſuitable 
Good to the Sonl. Ir is true, that notional and ſpe- 
culative knowledge of God , that is wrought by natiy 


ral diſcourſe , cannot, 0r at leaſt ſeldom doth, arrive 
to 
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wthar full apprehenſion of the Goodneſs of God ; 
adconſequently doth not raiſe up the Heart to that 
yh of Love and Obedience : for our Reaſon is 

; and the diſproportion between Him and our 
Underſtanding; is infinite 3 and therefore he hath cho- 
& to reveal 1c unto us in his Word and Son ; and by 
hs own Power working Knowledge in us. 

And by this we ſee why the renovation and con- 
rerfion urteo God is ſometimes expreſfed under. the 
rane of Knowledge, 7ehn 17. 3. This is life eternal, that 
they might know thee the only true God, &c. Colol. 3. 10, 
Heving put on the new man , which is renewed in knowleave, 
2 Cor. 4. 6. For God, who commanded the light to ſhine out 
(darkneſt, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
tuwledge ; the glory of God in the face of Chrift, &c, Some- 
times under the name of Truſting and depending upon 
God, Galat. 3, 6, Abraham believed Gad, and it was 
tunted to him for Rightesnſneſs + ſometimes under the 
name of Love, 7d. 21. Keep your ſelves in the Love of 
Gd, 1 Tim. 1. 14. with faith and leve which is in Chriſt, 
2: Tim. 1.13. 2 Thel. 2, 10, Receiving the Love of the 
Truth : ſomerimes under the name of Obedience : 
james 1,27, Pure religion and undefiled, 82. fames 2. pen 
t,*1 John 2. 29. Every one that doth righteouſneſs is born 
f bim: fo ſometimes under the name of Repentance: 
fear of God, &s, For all this is bur one work of this 
Pirit of Grace; and bur the ſeveral Emanations of the 
ſame work of the 'Spirit of God upon the Soul, di- 
verſifed only in the faculties or objects: the firſt at 
n Nature is Light; and when ic convinceth the heart 
df the {infulneſs of fin that works Repentancez whea 
of the Promiſes of God, that breeds Dependence and 
Confidencez when of the Goodneſs and Love of God 
n Chriſt , that breeds Love unto him Watchfulneſs 
of ou ſelves, Obedience to his Will; when of the 
Majeſty and Juſtice of God , | —_ Fezr and Reve- 

ICNCEC5 


242 Of the Knowledge of God, Pant 1 
rences when of our own vileneſs, it breeds Humility: 
fo that all theſe are but the bringing home, and joyning 
of thoſe Convictions wrought in our Underltanding 
unto the Will and Aﬀe&tions; and thereupon 
_ Effects do as naturally follow upon this work of 1lly, 
mination and Conviction wrought by the Spirit of 
as the like Effects do ariſe upon natural convictions 
Objedts of inferiour kinds and goodneſs. 

2, But this is not all, there is a work of 
and power »pon the Will, Phil. 2. 13.- it « God t 
worketh in you, both to will, and to do, of his good pleaſure, 
As the death and diſability was in both Faculties, f 
the Life is conveyed into 


th univerſally. And this 
Power of God's Spirit is not only in the firſt a&s of 
our Converſion- to him , but it goes along with us: 
All thoſe actions . which are pleaſing to God, are 
wrought by the ſame Spirit of Chriſt , by which they 
were at firſt animated. Ir is a Spirit of Supplics 
tion in our Prayers, Rom. 8. 26. The Spirit maketh in 
terceſſion, &c, A Spirit of Acceſs for our Prayers, 
Fpb.2.18. A Spirit of Aſſurance and Sonſhip, Gal. 3. 6 
Eph.1.16. A Spirit of Wiſdom to dire us in our difh- 
culties, Epheſ. 1. 17. A Spirit of Comfort and Joy in 
our Diſtreſles, Rem. 14. 17, A Spirit of Fruitfulnels in 
our Converſation, Galat. 5.22, 25, A Spirit of Per 
ſeverance, 1 Pet. 1. 5. Te are preſerved by the power of 
Ged through faith unto ſalvation, 
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CHAP. X. 


How our Union with Chriſt is wrought on Mas's 
part, Viz. By Faith, Hope, and Love. 


ITHERTO we have ſeen the motion of the 
Love of God to his Creature z by which. it may 
appear, the whole Buſineſs of Man's Salvation is the 
work of God 3 and Man appears in a manner paſſive 
in all the parts of it: In the ſending Light into his 
Unir nin he is paſhve ; In the enabling the Un- 
ing to receive this Light, he js ſtill paſſive; In 
the ſubduing the Will co the entertainment of ir, he 
s ſtill paſſive : Yer there is ſome kind of motion in xs ; 
which though ic be the Work of our Creator in the 
frlt giving of itz and again his Work in reviving, 
quickening, and enabling it; yet he is pleaſed to require 
itfrom us,and to expe it of us: Moti movemns: And thar 
ae principally theſe three, Faith, Hope and Love: we 
them oftentimes jayned together, 1 7im. 1. 14. The 
Grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith, and 
be, which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Tim. 1. 13, Hold faſt the 
fom of ſound words which thou haft heard of me in faith and 
love , which is in Chriſt Jeſus, Gal. 5. 5. For we through 
the Spirit wait for the Hope of Righteouſneſs by Faith : for 
in feſus Chriſt neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor 
weireamcifion, but Faith which warketh by Love, x Cor. 1 3. 
1}. Now abidety Faith, Hope, and Love, &c, Bur of 
theſe diſtintly, and how any or all of theſe do either 
unite, or move us unto Union with our Saviour. 
1, Faith, which is taken in a double ſenſe : 
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1. For that firm and ſound Afſent of the Mindto 
Divine Truchs, wrote by the Spirit of God; and fo 
differs little or nothing from ſupernatural Knowledge; 
and thus, Heb. 11, 1. - Faith 34: the evidence of things ne 
ſeen; and hath fqr its Objects, all Divine Truths. And 
as Chriſt dwells:in our Hearts by Faith thus taken, 
Epheſ. 3. 17. 0. other Truths dwell in che Heart by 
this Faith, viz. objeively : ſo that Faith thus taken, 
is more properly. an a& upon the Soul, than an a& of 
it : for in our Aflent to any Truth, our Soul is in truck; 
Mg, the ſtrength of the Conviftion , conquers the 

U 


2, For that motion of the Soul, whereby it r 
caſts and adventures it ſelf upon:the Promiſes of Gol 
in Chrift for Remiſſion and Salvation ; and (o differs 
from the former, in theſe three reſpeRts : 

r. In the Latitude of ics Obje&; it is more feſtrain- 
ed than the former. 

2. In the Order of its Being; it is ſubſequent in the 
Order of Nature to the former, and produced by it. 

3. In the Manner of its working. In the work of fu- 
pernatural Knowledge or Aſſent, the Soul is paſſive: in 
this, though it be the work of God, yet the Soul is more 
active; As the-Sun, when it ſhines upon a ſolid Body, 
doth caufe a refle&ion of his own beams; ſo when 
the Light of Grace falls upon the Heart in this fpecial 
a& of Faith, as in that of Love, there is a reflection 
from the Soul: back ro God. And therefore thole 
Expreflions of Faith in the Scripture, import a motion 
in the Soul: Chriſt comes into the Soul by his Light 
and Spirits and the Sout again comes to Chriſt, 74, 6 
45. He that hath learned of the Father , cometh unto me. 
As Chriſt abides in the Heart by the- former 'a& of 
Faith ; fo by this latter, the Soul abides and incorp0# 
rates into him, and both theſe we have joyned rogether, 
Joim 15. 4. Abide in me, and I ia you, Kor 
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1» Now this a& of the Soul, is the moſt natural. reſult 

-the true diſcovery of a Man's own Condition, 
Ons promiſe, and Chriſt's mediatiun unto-the- Soul. 
When a Man finds, that the Sentence of Death is paſ: 
ſed upon him -that- nevertheleſs, God. m..infiuite 
Love and: Mexcy, hath ſent his.Son- to-be his. Satisfa- 
Ron and Righteouſneſs; and: hath promiſed and pro- 
chimed by him, and in him, and only: by him, -Peace 
and Reconciliation, and: that withour, exception of 
any yours , though laden with never ſo much. guilc 
20d {3 and without any difficult Conditions : z#ho- 
ſeever believeth on him , ſhould not periſh , but have everlaſt- 
ing life, John 3- 16. John 6. 40, That he is appointed 
2 Sacrifice by him whom-we. offended , 7obn 3. 16, 
Gud ſo loved the world, &c. The Son of God, /and «ble 
jo ſave to the uttermoſt them that come mnto' God by hin, 
Heb. 7,25. The moſt genuine and natural 'motion of 
the Soul in ſach a condition, and thus convinced , is 
Truſt, Aſhance, and Divolution of the Soul upon this 
Promiſe of God in Chriſt, 


Being 
Guilt : and that -Guile brought with ic Death ia the 
World, both eternal and temporal , bound; DN US 
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and 354+ Bit be fifre thou do It, vichou fun 
che righe-}jid or the left, with 
X$1d; 6d Soul, withour the er pe —__ 
out of the- meer Principle 'of Love and Duty, ad 
Obedierice 3 "ard thy fine Iplervance ace ey 
that origin} gmlc'+ yet. ollt on had 
cleſpetite ,” becauſe a5 the” Obie was. impoſſible, 
ſo the leaſt miſcatriage - had been facal oe cxrfed bs 
Fpety one. that continueth Wet in all things 
i the book of the Lua th Yo them; Gal, 3. 10, pohly 
an _ Guilt and''Cutfe gone over all ; and all 
is difcyvered'to drive us to a Saviour, Gntas, 3. 24, 
Serippurt bath concluded all under -a fin, that the 
by faith of of Pele Clet Sts, ph given to rhens that bi. 
We Rind a! righteou given to our Nate, 
cy rhe Obedience is unſatisfa for a paſt * 
<&e Obſervance is become i ible, by reaf 
pur Corriiption wheteby ow difobedience is 
excited 'thin abated, 'Rem#,-7, 8. when the = 
came, fin revived, and 1 died And all this ſtill ro drive 
us £6: the neceſſity of 'a'Saviour, Row, 8. 112, Cog 
flaw could not de, in thitt it was/wenk throwh rhe fleſh 
Fentling bis 19 Sr inthe tw? of jſt eb jog 
Condenthtl 4 in the fleſh, Thus in the 
difficulties, a Saviour preſents moqenr with wich oh we 
of 'Ged,' the atteſtation of Types 
recondiliaria ITY i evdrirs which 
Inquiries'; with Ability eo fave to the w 
Mey ane Accepraon, and Pardon,” and mo 
and Happineſs; 6ffered and 


_ "that upon mos umhazarda 
only - believe hjm, and/traſ} on him, 5 thi 
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tients differed much in the diftinneſs of :ie>aRing 

and obje&; from the Faith which is now required ; as 
;orvary Faith, Caze#'s Faith, &c. . But in chis, they 
ed, 1, That it was a Confidence, and Truſt- 
God, in that which was revealed unto them 
he reſted upon God for he performance 
upon or ormance : 
Canaan to the Jews, and Catch and the 
_ apon the Power and Fruth of 

: So with us, God hath promiſed 
ck to them that believe on Chriſt, 
and trafteth in the Truch and Power 

in Chriſt for it : 2. ln that the Faith of both 
2 termination in Chrift , thoogh theirs more in- 
, in reſpe& thar the ſame was 
unto chem. In that Promiſe 


Fryer the agen reached to Abraham, 
Galat. 3. 8. Abraham did fee Chriſt, and rejoyced, 
fun 8,55. And fo for the reſt of thoſe ancient Fa- 
thers, Rows. 10. 4. They drank of that ſpiritual rock that 
jalowed them, and that rock, was Chrift : Now the Effetts 
of Faith are of two kinds : 

1. In reference to God, our Juſtification 3 ; God ha- 
ngke his free Goodneſs exhibited tlie Kighteouſne(s 
of Chriſt and his Satisfaftion to be theirs, that ſhall 
tmlyknow'it, and reft upon it, Row. Chap.: 34,5, &c, 
Galat. 2, 16, 

' "2, In reference to us, Peace with God, Ron, 5. 1 
In him that is our Peace-maker: Humiliry , becauſe 
the Righteouſneſs, whereby we are juftified, is none 
of ours, Rom, 3. 2 7 Where then is boaſting # 'worketh 
Tape/Gals, F. 6 
2. Hope is but modally or objetively diſtinguiſh- 
& Pay Faith : for the fame fpiritual- Life which 
s wrought in the Soul , | — 
* 4 __e._ 
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it , whenfit looks bpon Chriſt with Dependance-and 
Recumbeney is :called Faith ; when-it looks upon the 
fulfilling of theſe Promiſes,yer unfulfilled with Expedt, 
tion and Afltrance, is called Hope. They are bur the 
actings of rhe ſame ſpiritual Life with diverſyey only, 
according to the diverſity of Objefts. Hence they 
are many times taken for the ſame thing, ' Heb, 11, 
Faith the ſubſtance of things hoped for , Ephel. 4: 4. On 
Hope of your calling, Galat. 5.5. We through the Spirit wat 
fer the Hope of righteouſneſs by Faith, Rom,$. 14. We are {4 
yed by Hope, 1 Pet. 1. 4 Begotten again unto a lively Hope, 
And the; Fruit of this Hope, muſt of neceſſity be Joy; 
Rejoxcing in Hope, Rom. 12. 12. And ſuch a Joy, as at 
once takes off the vexation, -ſorrow, and anxiety that 
the greateſt Aﬀiction in . this: world can afford, and 
kkeriſe the fixing of the Soul with over much Delight 
upon aay thing that it here enjoysz becaule it looks 
beyond both ,+upon a Recompence of Reward, that 
allays rhe bitterneſs of che greateſt Aﬀfiction, 2 Cor.4, 
17,18. Heb. 11. and allays the Delight of the greateſt 
temporal Enjoyment, Heb; 11. 26. Eſteeming the reproach 
z Chriſe,. greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt : Puti- 

es the Heart, John 3. 3. He that hath this hope , purgeth 
himſelf, even as be it prire : that is , winds up his Heart 
to ſuch a Condition, as is ſuitable to his Expett- 
» xe ppg: WO ITALY | 
. 3- Cove: This .is that /firſt and great Command- 
ment, Dext. 6, 5. Matth. 22. 37. And therefore is the 
{ilfilling 'of -the whole Law, Gatat. 5.” 14. Row, 13, 
8.:- Becauſe it puts the only true'and active Principle 
m the Heart, which carries him to all true'Qbedience. 
It is'the-higheſt Grace, 1 Cor. 1 3. 2 3. And that wherein 
conſiſted the Perfeftion of Humane .and- Angelial 
Nature; becauſe it was” not. only his Daty:, but his 
Happineſs:' It was his Duty, becauſe the chiefeſt Good 
deſerved his chiefeſt Love, even out of a Principle of 
8, | , us. we 4 Natare; 
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and his Happineſs, becauſe i ] 
of the Creature ta. his — tag regular 
exibit himſelf tq his Cn, and accord- 
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- And in the Reditarion of his Creature, God is plea- 
{6d-ro reſtore this quality to the Soul, Gal. 5. 22. The 
| firſt fruic of the Spirit is Love, 2 Tiw. 1, 7. The Spirit 
of Love, 1 Tim, 1.14. with Faith and Love, z Theſ. 2, 
10, a6. FOCUS the, Love of the Truth, Epheſ. 4. 15. 
png ho the truth in Love, 7de 21. keep your ſelves 
mae ve of God: now this Love is wrought by 2 
double means : ' 
1,;By the Knowledge of God , 2s he is the. Beſt 
nd. Univerſal Good : and therefore it is irppoſſible, 
that. there can be the- true Knowledge of God, but 
there, maſt be the true Love of God «Jobs 4 8. He He 
that loverh not , knoweth not God : And this is an AQ 
nded upon a rational Ju t , - which even 
| oe Law and Rule of Nature: teacherh. us 
fy and eflcem chat-moſt, which is the greateſt 
2, 7 by the Knowle of the Love of God-to us, 
The abſoluce Good of God deſerves our Love z 
the communication of his Goodneſs to his Crea- 
ture commands it: The former doth moſt immediately 
work. Kypon our Judgment , anda! * a love of vow 
latter upon our W 01 \ 4.40 
of Actions and yet both _ 
the: Law of Nature teacherh us to 6 eas fe He 
Good, ſo the ſame Law of Nature gs pork ata us to.love. 
thoſe moſt, that do-us moſt G00, ang 
love us moſt, Now when God b an Spirit ag ns 
abroad his Love into the Heart; and we once come to 
know the Love of Chriſt paſſing Knowledge; Boe: 3. 
_ GAP even out of a natural. i ingenuity CoFin Tt 
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operarioa of | 
neſs of his Love td us: 1 Fob 3-16; monde nr 
we the love of Godly 1 John 4. 9./ Js this: war urifefted who | 
he of Gol, Ephef.1.4. But Gotwho it rith in wercy, fub iy 
great love,wherewith he loved ns,even when wt were 
Gotl cornimran#th his love to ns; 822; - Al which _ 
brouttht to @ Sogl that hath life in him, maſt! 
wotk Love to God again, 1 Job» '4- 19. we loue- bins be 
t+kſo be 1#ved a+ firſt, AS it is the Love of God thay 
gives 4s Power to love him 5 for ir-3s che firſt cauſs 
of ogr Happineſs, and confequently: of our Love 
God; wherein confiſts our HappineG : ſoit is the i 
mediats eaſe of our Love tohimu - When che Soul 
is convinced of ſo much Love from ſo para” a Godtd 
$/þ06r a Comal | in very py 20} Graticade 
* carinot chuſe bur return ah hamble and hearty Love 
ro his Creator again. Mechinks the Soul in the cot- 
retmplation of the Goodneſs and Love of God , mighe 
it If to- his ee: $0 immenſe and infinie 
Ny of rhy God, 'thar were thy: 


kn) and 1 woe org he of ty 


Eove'timto him : nf maninn ns ar infinitude 
ded to 2n infinitade : WINE thee thy Being fromns: 
thing, Which was an a of his Goodneſs and 
Power unto thee , and doth and may juſtly challenge 
che-higheſt tribute of Love and Gloty , that thy Being | 
aaa -- 
Ng 


x2 
104 


Ne, ee olhs 
£4 with an Inrelleua 
Er Rn, He 
extent of irs ty, 
ed with ſuch a Law as was ſui 
of Beauty and Order ,. in the obedience 
didſt ar once perform 
Bu thou rejected all this, and becarheſt a Carre 
EP thy (elf, atid thou haſt impto 


raine and rebellion aw rejeRion of thy 
Duty and thy qe his hour: 
canſt thog expett en jſt rare an fate Verge 
ance from an omni me Near nf for ſo un- 
ful a breach at infinite Obliga tion? Bat Cohn - 
what thy DA es ee al hes 
' and ſay thy ef and wondet : Thy Lord procjaitms, 
Recorn, thou backfliding Soul, @ad 1 will not: caos 
mine anger to fall upon you, Jer. 12. Hadft thoa of: 
fended Bqual; for or offended rats bode 
folicired rhy Reconciliation, had 
and Loves But for the infinite God, 'to whom thay 
oveſt an infinite” Dary ; 'and: haſt violated it, who is 
able ro annihilate thee, and eh receive no advan 
tage by thy apr + to ſolicir"it with an offer of a 
ieve, 2 Pardon ! By here's not M1: our 
ho Ron , is wonder e- 
; ONES Is oth Ah Facd'# Mired 


ht furor Tt 
rot ran. 

ond be eb 
for his Rebels. Pardon, aid 
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nerſhip with him in his own Kingdom: But thou art 
not for all this, at the End of thy Debt , this Price is 
tendred to thee upon eafie terms ,. Believe and live: 
and this Liſe accompanied with infinite Advanta 
even Communion with this Creator. Bur yet 1 
the murmuring Fae#:e., thou wilt die with the Manna 
berween thy Teeth, unleſs God,. who hath given thee 
ach a Price of thy Redemption, enable thee to re- 
ceive him : He ſends bis Spirit into thy Heart , with 
_ and Life, to ſtrive with thy unbelieving Heart; 
nd to; ſubdue it; and to cleanſe thy filthy and pollo- 
. ted Heart, to bring Redemption into thy Heart, and 
to-folicite , perſwade,: importune thy Heart to receive 
him for Shy own Good. What remains then, but that 
thou ſhouldeſt ever admire that Love, that hath dbne 
ll this. for: thee; that chon ſhouldeſt in all humilicy 
and humble reverence. return love to thy Lord , and 
magnihe his condeſcenſion, that he is pleaſed to accept 
Love of his pagr Creaturez that thou ſtudy not to 
griere;the Spirit 'of that God, that hath taken this 
pains-and care with thee for thy good; not to crucifie 
n-that Chriſt, that bath 'died for theez that thou 
Frour to find out war is the-Will-of 'thy Lord; and 
ro obey itz. and-to walk in lope, as Chriſt alſo loved ns, 
gd: bath given hiniſelf for #s, Ephel. 5: 2 
\ - Now according to the meaſure of the true Know- 
ledge of God, and of his Love in Chriſt , is the mea- 
ſure of our Love to him; and as that. Knowledge is 
rhe-immedjate capſe of its prodydtion, fo it. mult of 
eceſſicy be the meaſure of its Degree, * And alchough 
th che know] wp 4 Abſolute Goodneſs, which 
excites the love of Defire , and the knowledge of his 
BenefaRorineſs w us ,, which increafeth the love of 
Carne or Benevolence, are mingled in every Soul 
that cruly Javes Gods; yer according to-the different 
degrees of the diſcoxeries of cigher tq th;6 Squl, He 
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the different manners of their working upon, the Soul. 
The knowledge of the Perfe&icn and Abſolute Good- 
neſs of God is more ſuitable ro an Angelical Nature, 
and therefore o_m__ an high Angelical and Intel-. 
ual Love; for this Love begins with the Judgment: 
But becauſe our Nature, as it now ſtands, as it arrives 
ſeldom to ſuch a Knowledge, fo feldom tro ſach a 
Love $*and that Love , which-comes into the Hearr, 
meerly upon ſuch Contemplations, is weak, mingled 
with Servile Fearz unactive, becauſe. the Knowledge 
like the Sun in a Cloud, ſhines dim, and the Heat 
proves wateriſh and'weak : But the knowledge of the 
Goodneſs of God to us; as it draws-the Goodnels ob 
God nearer to us in Senſe, ſoit ſtrikes more our Af- 
fe&ions, which God hath placed in us for this End; 
And this was the motive of Love, and conſequently 
of Obedience, both under the Law. and under rhe 
Goſpel ; though the Expreſſions of that Love under 
the Law had more in them of Senſe , and under the 
. Goſpel, more of Spirit, Dexr. 30. 20, That thou mazeſt 
love the Lord thy God , and obey his voice , and cleave upto 
him, for he is thy life, and the length of thy days, &c. Lath, 7: 
47. Her (ins, which are many, are forgiven, for ſhe laved 
much, Chriſt argues from the meaſure oft her Love; 
to the mealure of God's Goodnels to her, and her Senſe 
of ir. And here we have the true Principle of all true, 
Obedience to God : The bare External a& of any thing 
commanded by God , unleſs it move from a Heart or 
Principle conformable to the Will of God, is no Obe; 
dience ; for all External actions, taking them divided 
from the Will, they are all of one kind and nature; 
The very ſame act proceeding from a Soul differently 
principled, may be. an a& of Obedience, ( viz. when 
proceeding from an obedient loving Heart; ) an a&t of 
compulſion , when proceeding from a bare ſervile 
Heart ya bruitiith a&t , whea ic proceeds from a Soul 
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malignity agai when done out of a malicious 
—_ 1gn. Some even preached the Goſpel-for 
Envy, Phil. 1. 16. So then, as the Knowledge of the 
Goodneſs and Love of God to us, is the i iat 
cauſe of the return of our Love to God; fo this love 
of the Soul unto God, is the true and immediate Prin- 
ciple of all true Obedience unto Gad. Now thele are 
the genuine and natural Efe&s of Love to God : 

1. It makes a Man, to wake God and his Honour and 
Glory, the higheſt and ſupream End of all his ations. And 
this muſt needs be ſo in Reaſon: For as the great End 
of all the works of God are his own Honour; fo where 
there is true Love to God , it cannot chuſe but make 
the Soul value that moſt, which God 'moſt values. 
As he muſt needs be convinced in his Judgment, that 
that which God makes his End , muſt needs be the 
chief End of the Creatures aftions3 ſo where this Af- 
fe&ion is, it muſt needs drive to that End : for if ir 
ſhould in any thing go belide that End, or not aim at 
it, there is ſo much want of Love. My Love to a 
Creature may confiſt with a croſſing of the End of that 
Creature out of my very love to it, becauſe the Crea- 
ture, which I love , may drive to an.End, which is 
not for his own good : buc this is impoſhble in caſe of 
»my Love t9 God; for whatſoever moſt tends to his 

Glory, is moſt conformable ro his Will , and what- 
ſoever is conformable to his Will , is moſt infallibly 
conformable to the ſoundeſt and beſt Wiſdom. 

2. It makes the Heart Conformable unto the Will of God: 
for he that loves God truly , makes his'Will che-mea- 
ſure of his own: and it is impoſhble to think that a 
Creature ſhould love God truly, and yer croſs the 
Will of him whom he thus loves. The PerfeRion 
of all Creatures, even inanimate, conſiſts in their Con- 
formity to che Will and Law of their Creator, ſtampt 

| upon 
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a them in their Creations: and- when they turn * 
from this, they contra Diſorder and Nefor- , 
mity 3 wuch aoore in caſe of a rational Creature, who 
is endued with Faculties ſuſceptive and- Executive of 
the Will of Gad in a higher meaſure, And the Fraits 
of this rn to the Will of God are 

t. A cheartul Submiſſion to the aNags of the Will 
of God _—_ us with Patience and Coptentednels; for 
it is his = whoſe Wit I have wade the meaſure 
of mine : and though I ihall noe ceaſe co wake my 

humble application to him for the removing of his 
Hand of what kind ſcever, yet I have learned of my 
Saviour to conclude, Not. my wik, but thy wif{ be deve. 

2. A ſolicitous inquiry what this Will of God is3 
for the ſawe Love, that teacheth me to make his Will 
mine, reacheth me likewiſe ro make i inqu iry after , this 
Will by my Prayers, by my Studies, Inquiries Fc. 

3. A ſtrit walking according to that Will, in all 
things, and 2t all times. 

3. This Love of God works «1 awful Converſation 
«1d Heart before him. And this is that Fear of Ged 
which the wife Man tells us is the great duty of Man, 
Exch. 12, 13. Now the Fear of may «riſe upon 
fame of theſe Confiderations ; 

1, Our of the meer Senſe of a Guilt incurred, and 
the Power and Wrath of God again the guilry 
ture. Such was the fear of Adaw before Gad had 
revealed the Cure of his Guilt, Gen. 2. 10. 7 heard thy 
paice in the gardens avd was afraid: and this fear drives 
the Heart from God, and therefare he hid himſelf : 
3nd therefore this Fear in the perfeftion of it,” is not 
conſiſtent with the Love of God; though ſo mach-of 
imperfection as our love unto God hath, ſo much even 
of this Fear may be in the Soul, Row. 8. 15, We bave 
wot received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear. 1 John. 4. 
wu. He that feareth i; not made perfelt in Love, + 

2, Out 
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2, Out of the mere ſenſe of the Majeſty, and Glory; 
and Power of God, and the ſubordination and ſubs - 
jeion and diſtance of the Creature. And ſuch a Fear 
as this, as it may conſiſt, ſo it ought to be joined unto 
our Love of God. And, although there were in us an 
impoſſibility to ſin, as in Angelical Natures , or: blef- 
ed Souls, yet this Awfulneſs and Reverence to his 
Majeſty will be, and muſt be in as: for all the Artris 
bations of God muſt be received with an{werable Af 
feions in his Creature, and one hinders not the other; 
And this awe of the Majeſty of God in the Heart ex- 
preſſeth ir ſelf in ſuitable Deportments and Expreſſi- 
ons without. Abraham, that-was the Friend of God, 
yet forgets not his diſtance in his Prayer, Ger. 18, 27, 
Behold, now I have taken upon me to ſpeak to the Lord, which 
am but duſt and aſhes, Exod. 34. 6. When God paſſed 
by 24eſes, he proclaimed his Majeſty and Glory, as-well 
as his Mercy and Goodneſs : The Lord, The Lard Ged, 
Mercifl, &c. And it found a ſuitable affeftion of re: 
verence in Moſer; he bowed his Head towards the 
Earth; and worſhipped. ' Even when we rejoyce in 
him, it muſt be with Trembling, P/al. 2. 11. And this 
is a great part of the Buſineſs of the Old Teſtament to 
acquaint _—_ Man with the Majeſty of God, and 
ro fence out thoſe irreverent and unbecomin Row 
that the degenerare Sons of Men had of the infinite 
God, Iſa 40. per totum, 8 Verſ, 18. To whom then will 
ye likew God? And as the Angels in awful reverence 
co his Majeſty , are (ſaid to cover their Faces, ( 7a. 6; 
2.) fo the twenty four Elders that fat about che 
Throne, caſt down their Crowns before the Throne, 
Fev, 4. 10, 

3.” Out of a ſenſe-of his Goodneſs, mingled with 
the con(1deration of his Greatneſs; which doth at once 
improve the value of his Mercy , that ic ſhouJd come 


from fo great a Majeſty ; and improve that Fear S 
Us 
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ou roy th a Sift Fn, 00 lanble Love, Loves 


e care of zvoiding Sg "which = 
ale God, 1. iPtts.14,: nA Pa 


again Sins: "Fong ” 
Love of God under book the notions fore. expres 


ſed. 
- 1» As our Love is tervingted i in bin. 2s the Chief 
eſt Good : and ſo we avoid fi out 0 bar c of that loſs, 
which we may have by iz. This, it js true; is. not 
without-a- mixture of Love to our ſelves, yet allowable 
to be-2 ground of our Cate. 

2. As our Love returns to him by way of Bens 
vol : Where Love is to an Equal ; it creates ani 
awe | giving diſtaſte. How mtic Rio To4g 
Pann. and yer that ly gage his 

; 4+ This Love of God breeds an AFL of Lilewſs 
te biw. . The c effet of Lo) Upjop and 
Simieude to the thing loved; hath 2.6 Uniou 
Ih it. Now: becauſe. no, Bye ac 
hi Ce oa j 

m; that rame our es only 
EY. he hath an op lng 

Ot, 212. 

vt Inhis. Works : in his Patience; 's in hs Goodneſs, 
in his Metcy. 

- 2, Iti his Word he hath tranſcribed oe tis a Copy 
of his Holineſs, : Per, 1. 16. Be 3e bely, for jour heaventy 
Father is holy; 

3 Ins his' Son. God in the Creation, printed his 
lImige vppn Man 3 and -Man by his (in broke it, 
and defaced it, as Moſes did Cngqwe Tables of Sree. 
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od Be a of- himſelf ro: Man): He 
Ml rofl World, who 4: the. Ima 
_ , nnd Coloſ. 1:15. 3 Cot. 4. 4- Agt'w 
we look .on him; with Faith 'and Lovg , we Ber ths 
On , Rom, 13.14. We'grow up'to the 'meaſureof 
his ſtature \, Epheſ. 4. . 3- We are changed into the 
fame image , from glory to'glory ,* even as by the 
Spirit of te Lord ,- 2 Cr,-3.18, \ We' put on the 
new Man ; which is renewed<in knowledge; after 
the image of him that, created him, Colef. 3, 10, And 
we were preaMitlate +1 ro be-conformable tohis i image, 
Rom, 8. 29.' '-*! 1 
It, This Love'of God bee in us an undervala 
of all things in compariſon of bits, And thisis'a' 
effect of Love: for according. to: rhe meaſure vf-vur 
Love, is the meſure of the Eſtimate of the chings10- 
ved :'If God be'the choiceſt und ichiefeſt/ O _ 
eur Love, it will{:like Moſe} higRod; devour 
found the reſtyweſþecially, when they exit oe 
tition with. it : If we have diſorderly Paſſions, atid- 
Fetions, and EaRts. This Love bf God will:hlortifie 
them z for/Chriſt- is our 'Liſez © Mortifie thirefats out 
pe members;&6. ColoC.3:4;5; It will crucitie the _—_ 
with the Aﬀettions and Luſts, Galar. 5. - will 
'out a righe Eye, and cut off 4/ tight Hand, if ic 
*Matth. 5, 24, "Will teach a'Man to hate his Mother, 
Wife, Children, Brothers,” Siſters, yea, his own-Life, 
when it comes in COmpregen with his mbrregar þ# *, 
26. To eſteem his” outward Priviled 
Reputation, &c. and all things but loſs "and dung fo 
the Excellency of the Knowledge ow Chriſt, Ahoy. 3.8, 
nay, the beſt of -our Obedience, P 
neſs: It makes this humble Conteliony * 7.3 Lord, 
**1 owe unto'thee, the ſtrength of my Soul; and when 
« ] have paid it, lam bur an unproficable Servant: 
«Thy Goodneſs to me, is none of thy debe to thy 
* Creaturez 
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« Creature 3-but my -molt-exquiſite and-perſeX Obe- 
« dience is due to thee :'\Atd d , I/have brought” 
«before thee 'theſe Serviees2::what: thereci&s-dn. them 
& worth the accepting;-is thy: own, the'warlof 2hine 
«own Spirit,”the purchace of thine own Blood: the; 
« reſt, alas! is mine, and is an Object rather-for chy: 
« Mercy to-pardon, than thy-Jittice to accept. 4 :! 

- 6, Ir works: true Sorrow or | any fm commnte#d : for is 
it cannot chufe but be ſenfibles as of any injury::com- 
mitted to the God he loves,: ſo moſt eſpecially of-fuch- 
2n-injury as is done by himfelf. - 970k wie 

7. The Love of God is the only true Principle” of. 
all Obedience. .' Faithy works by Love, "Ephef.... 5,-6, 
And Chriſt died,. not- only- to redeem us from our 
Iniquities,. but to prrifie wnto_ himſelf a peculiar (people; 
zealous of good works, Tit. 4. 2+. And we ate:created 
in Chriſt unto.good Works ;: Epheſ, 24-10.) And this 
it the will of God your Father ,| even: your ſanttification; 
1 TheC. 4.3.” And it is as impolible;” ahat where 
the- true Love of God is; 'theſe can be wanting; as: 
it is for the Sun to be without his Light. The Love: 

of Chriſt -is/ a conſtraining Love; 2 Cor, 5. 145 j 
he died for all., that they that live , ſhould not from hences 

forth live to themſelves, but to him that died; for thein, and 
rſe again. Our Obedience to Chriſt is the true Experi- 
ment of our Love to him, John» 14. 15; If ye love meg 

Gp my Commandments, 1 John 2, 3. Soour Love is the 
only true Principle of our Obedience, Deuteronom. 6. 
4. and 10. 12. And now, O Iſrael, what doth the Loyd thy 
God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, and to 
walk in his ways , and to love him, and tos ſerve the Lord 

thy Goa, with all thy heart , and with all thy Soul, The 

Love of God cannot be without his Fear and Obe- 

_ Now the Qualifications ariſing from this Hove, 

will be; | 
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' 1. A. Sincere Obedience, becauſe it proceeds from 4 
Principle within : for the Obedience is formed in the 
Heart ,. before it is formed in the Action. » Love can- 
a he Nd; boony amore ECO 
aftion that proceeds from Love , needs 
terkeedors 
2, A Perpetual Obedience , becauſe the Principle 
Witkin -is perpetual and nvaſing'r, for the more 
a'Man; loves God, the more is pleaſed to 
dafcover \ his Goodneſs ' to him 3. and conſequent- 
ly his Love increaſeth , and conſequently: his Obe« 
Bly c int] 1 m 

£3. / Univerſal. Obedience; for it is the ſame Principle: 
within, that looks univerſally upon all.” The Obed- 
ence is upon this ground It is the Will, and the 
Command of him whom EF love, that ingageth my 
Obedience : and whereſoever I find that. umpreiſion, 
there is my. ground: » If the thing commanded , be 
more unſuitable: to'my” Conſtitution , Occaſions, Exi- 
gencies, yet it bath the 'Impreflion of my Lord up: 
ewit} I will by his ſtrength and Grace” obey it : If 
Llove him, his Will, not my own,. muſt be the 
_ meafare of my Obedience. And this is the reaſon 
| x Boe breath of one Command of God know- 
{-1s the breach of 211, becauſe, .if my. Obedi- 

ence to the reſt, had been rightly PROT upon 
the Love of God, the fame Love would have in- 


gaged me to the obedience of this : my Obedience 
therefore to the reſt, is not Obedience , but a Pre- 
rence- or Shew. Some Commandments of God 
dv include in them a greater ſaicableneſs to the 
Rational Nature of Man than others ; ſuch are. the 
Eaws of Nature, the Decalogue : ſome are fuch 
Commands, as ſeem only to be Experiments of our 
Obedience ; ſuch were the Ceremonial Commands 
the Command to Abraham, to facrifice his Son 3 

ro 
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to the Young Man, to fell all he had: But where 
this true Principle of the Love of God is; there 
will follow Obedience to. both oe us 
0 
to God is required to a full performance of it, Ir 
nt oatrc nog er oor hn is 
of it ſelf full of Beauty, as all Moral Commands 


: it 
teacheth tro obey where the Command feems to 
carry nothing in it, but aſperity , and unuſefulneſs z 
TRE ETESTL 

its own Wi OW C 
Obedience , how far it extends , and what the Rule 
of it is, vide infra. | 
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CHAP. XI, 


-Why —_—_ by what reaſon the aft of Faith worxeth 
; our iUpion with Chriſt , and ſq our Juſtification 
in the. fight of God. * JF 


ITHERTO we have ſeen thoſe motions of 

God'to his Creature, and the motion of the 
Creature unto God again z and both theſe muſt needs 
end in Union: and this Union can be no otherwiſe 
than in the Son, in whom the Divine and Humane 
Nature” wete united in one Perſon, in whom the di- 
ſtance and difference between God and Man, were 
filled up and reconciled. And by virtue of our Union 
with him, as our fins are made, as it were his, in point 
of Imputation and Satisfaction, ſo we have all that com- 
municable good that was in Chriſt : his Righteouſneſs, 
Phil, 3. 9, the Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith : his 
Life, Galat. 2. zo, his Death, Galat. 2. 20. 1 am crucified 
with Chriſt : his Spirit, Rom. 8. 9. his Reſurtedtion, 
Epheſ. 2. 6. hath raiſed us up together , and made ns ſit 
gegether with him in heavenly places, Colol. 2. 12. Buried 
with him in Baptiſm, wherein alſo ye are riſen with him 
through the Faith of the operation of God : of his Sot- 
ſpp 3 and Heirſhip, Galat. 4. 7- Heirs of God through 
Chriſt, : 
Now all theſe three Graces of God, wrought in our 
hearts by the Spirit of God, are motions unto Union, 
yet the act of Faith, is the firſt a&t of the Soul, and there- 
fore that at whereby this Union is formally made: 
therefore weare ſaid ro be juſtihed by Faith, Rom, 3. 28, 
To partake of the Righteouſneſs of God by Faith, 
. | Rom, 


Cnap. XI. avd of our Selves. 263 
Row. 3, 22. 3. 9. viz, That by the Eternal Coun- 
ſel and. Goodneſs of God, Chriſt is put ia the place 
of him that believes, in reſpe& of. his- fins; and he 
that believes is in the ſight of. God, put. in place or 
ſtead of Chriſt, and by that means is judged righteous 
in the ſight of God, even by that very Righteouſ 
neſs, which was the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the Me- 
diator. And when we ſpeak of Faith, we muſt not 
intend that work of the Spirit of God in our Souls, 
whereby we believe; for by the very ſame work is 
wrought belief, love of God, and hope in him: But 
it is that act of that Life ſo wrought, which doth be- 
lieve. Now we ſhall conſider, #/hy, or by what reaſon the 
att of Faith worketh our Union with Chriſt, and ſo our 7uſti- 

fication in the fight of God : | 
1. Becauſe it is the Will of Ged, Tohn 6. 40. This is 
the will of him that ſent me, that every one which ſeeth the 
Jor , and believeth on him, may have everlaſting life : He, 
that is the great _ of his own Goodnels, is 
pleaſed that this ſhall be the means of that Diſpenſa- 
tion, In ancient times before the coming of Chriſt, 
he was pleaſed to uſe other immediate Inſtruments, 
ſuch were Circumcilton, Obedience to thoſe Laws 
which he gave : theſe had not their Efficacy of them- 
ſelves , for they were indifferent things z but they had 
their Efficacy upon theſe grounds: 1. The Divine 
Inſtitution to that End : 2. The mingling of the Ef- 
hicacy of the Sacrifice and Satisfaction of Chriſt with 
p A performance of them with an Obediential and 
lieving Heart, which, though it was not always 
accompanied with an explicite and actual belief of 
Chriſt, yet it was not without thus much Faith; 
viz, That it was a thing injoined by God for ſome 
ſpecial Purpoſe, for the good of his Creature. And 
thus likewiſe in Infants, who are not capable of an 
actual exerciſe of Faith , God hath queſtionleſs, ſome 
S 4 ſecret 
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ſecrer efficacivus 'mieans of the application of Chriſt's 
Sacriftee wro'them. Thos: ' proportionable' to! the 
Condirioti'sf his 'Ele& intall tunes and Conditions, 
God is pkeaſtt{:to proportion a means to make this 
Sacrifice effectual” 'To the ancient Fathers, that had 
not the © {ame 'opportunity of believing , in reſpe& 
riſt was not revealed to them ſo clearly as to us, it 
Was his Willto appoint at leaſt, a more implicite and 
obſcure a&t of Faith : 'They were ſhut up' unto the 
Faith that ſhould afterwards be revealed, Galat. 3. 23. 
2. Becauſe Faith is the firft aft of the New Life, 
wrought in the Heart by the Spirit of God, rendin 
to Union : Ir is crue, that — is that whi 
precedes all the works of Grace in the Soul ; butin 
this , the 'Soul is not ſo much ative, as paſſive and 
Knowledge doth not of it ſelf, unite the Soul to the 
Object, viz, Chriſt, as it doth unite the Object to the 
Soul : But the firſt motion of the Soul to Union, is 
'Rot- that Faith of Afent, which differs not fron 
Knowledge, bur' the Faith of Recumbency or Ad- 
herence, And this priority of the at# of Faith is not in 
time, for Life is wrought all at once in the Soul; but 
in Nature and actual operation. And this priorit) 
of Faith in this ſenſe is »pon'thret grounds : 1. In reſped 
of the nature' of the At. +. In reſpe& of the nature 
of that Truth; upon which it fixeth. * 3. In reſpe& of 
the Condition of the Creature. | 
© 'I, In reſpe&'of the nature of the Af; The Creature 
js created eflencially depending upon Godz and Dr- 
pendance is the firſt relative a& of the Creatureunto 
the Creator ; as it is the firſt relation, ſo the firſt mos 
riou of a rational Creature unto God, is by an aft 
of Dependance, and Recumbence ypon his Truth 
Goodneſs. And herein conſiſted as the firſt a&t 
Union, in our uncorrupte& Natute , unto God, {0 
berein was the firſt breach that was made upon = 
ea, 


; 
? 
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peſs of his Creator, and the Devil weakens his Fai 

| dance his God, and deceives him, His 


or Depen 
firſt Fall was Di in- the Word and Goodneſs 6f 


God, and his firſt Rec muſt be by Recumbency 
upon him, his Truth, and Goodneks f 


*- 2, In reſpe&t of the 'nature of the Meſſage. It is 2 


Meſſage, that as it requires, ſo it concerns our Faith 
and Recumbency, | It 15 a Promiſe of Mercy and Peace 
unto as many as believe the Meſſage: According to 
the natfire of the thing known , is the motion of the 
Heart towards it : This is a Meſlage of Deliverance 
and Peace, with a Command to reſt upon itz there- 
fore of neceſſity, the firſt at muſt, be Recumbence, 
John 11. 40, Said I not, if then wonldeſt beliere, thou ſhould- 
et ſee the 6 of God, Ex0d. 14. 13. Fear net, ſtand ftl, 
and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord, The firſt a&t, thata 
Meſſage of Deliverance from God worketh upon the 
Heart, that entertains it, is Recumbency and Reſting 
upon the Truth and Power of God. 
' 3. In reſpec of the Condition that this Meſſage of 
Deliverance finds «s in, We are incompaſſed every 
where with Guiltz and the ayenger of blood purſues 
that 'guilez and we cannot by any means find any 
Power in our ſelves, or in any other Creature , to 
eſcape it : The Soul being ſeriouſly convinced of this, 
God preſents unto it the Satisfaction and Ri (- 
neſs of Chriſt , his Promiſe of Acceptation of it, and 
deliverance from his wrath by it : And now the 
Soul, like a Man ready to be drowned, firſt lays hold 
of the Cable that is thrown out to him, even before 
it hath !eifure to contemplate the Goodneſs of him, 
that did ir. So the condition of our Miſery teacheth 
us firſt to claſp the Promiſe of Mercy and Salvation in 
Qtiſt ; and then to confider and contemplate the great 


Mercy 
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_Metrcy and Goodneſs of God:, and to entertain it with 
Love and * lae(s. An extream Exigence will 
.give a Man;ſomeconfidence to adventure upon a dif- 
.ficule and unlikely occafion of deliverance z becauſe it 
+45 poſſible his Condition may be bettered, it cannot 
be- made worſe, 2 Kings 8. 4. hy fit we here until me 
dre ? if we enter into the City, the Famine is in the Cit, 
and we ſhall aie there ;, if we fit ftill bere, we die alſo : Now 
therefore let ws. fall into the Hoſt. of the Aſſyrians, if they ſave 
us alive, we ſhall live; and if they kill us, we ſhall but die, 
Even ſo, even in a- way of Reaſon, may the Soul de« 
bate with it ſelf: I find my Condition miſerable, and 
1 know not how to avoid it: when I look into my 
{elf, I find a guilty and condemning Conſcience z when 
I look behind me, I ſee the avenger of blood purſuing 
me, and ready to overtake me; when I look before 
me, I ſee nothing but a Hell to receive magn my flight; 
when I look upward, I behold an offended and angry 
God, armed with Power and Juſtice to condemn me. 
Ic js true, he is a Merciful and Bountiful God ; but 
that aggravates my Miſery. What Comfort can the 
thought of a negleG&ted, an abuſed Mercy add unto 
me? fo that now, as my Miſery is intolerable, ſo it is 
inextricable : as I cannot help my elf, ſo I can fee no- 
thing without me but ſtorms, but trouble , and dark- 
nels, and dimneſs, and anguiſh, 5 8. 22, and a guilt 
within me, ſtill telling me worſe is to come; and to 
prevent. my deſpair, I rurn me to the Creatures , to 
Friends, to Pleaſures ; but alas ! they have no more 
taſte in them than the white of an Egg like Drink in 
a Fever, they increaſe my Torment. In the midſt of 
all this tempeſt of the Soul, the Love of God, like the 
Dove to the drowning Ark, lets fall an Olive Branch, 
a Meſſage, a Meſſage and Promiſe of Life and Delive- 
rance, an invitation to Peace and Salvation, Let any 
Man judge now, whether a Soul ſealible of is oy 


. 


: 
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ondition, will.not greedily, . z8n- before it hath 
iſure to ng Geral Key; oy hold upon it, 


'reſt upon it . £m ſo that; the: tion of the 
e.0 


"Soul, and the {en 


f it, doch even drive the. D 


41 che firſt a& of irs Wupingdon, to C 


Chriſt, and reſting upon him : then the Soul hath 
more opportunity to diſcover, and contemplate, and 


"value the Goodneſs of God , whereby the Love of the 


Soul to God, is more and more excited and increaſed. 
And thus we fee how the Believer is united unto 
Chriſt : not corporeally , nor yet pr pooap on yer 
really and {piritually, theſe motions of the Soul being 
mer and entertained with Objects ſuitable to their ut- 


moſt latitude : Our motion unto -/him by Faith and 


Adherence, finds not only an invitation before it come, 
Matth, 11. 2$.. Come ante me, all ye that labour and are 
beavy laden, and 1 will give yon reſt: But a reſt when. it 
doth come : Our motion uato him by our Love, finds 
an entertainment with Fruition, 7obn 14. 23. If 'a man 
love me , he will keep my words, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him : 
Our Hope entertained with Aſſurance, and the Pre- 


; poſſeſſion of our ExpeRtarion, oby 14. 2, 7 go to prepare 


a place for you, 1 Pet. 1.4. An inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled, reſerved in Heaven, In whe creation of 
Man, as likewiſe of Angels, God placed in them 
Powers ſuceptive and able to receive a great meaſure 
of his Truth, Glory, and Goodneſs : when he 
had furniſhed them with Veſlels, as I may ſay, of this 
Capacity, he filled them with his Light and Goodneſs : 
And herein conſiſted that great Union between God 


' and his Creacurez and conſequently his great Happi- 


neſs. And in Man's Reſtitution , the ſame courle is 
taken to make him happy again. Here is the diffe- 
zence, and our acceſſion of Happineſs, that this Mercy 
3s not. put into our own hands, but into che hands.of 

me _ 
w 
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our Mediator for onr uſe. For 2s 'in him dwells the 
fulnef of God, fo every true Believer dwells in him, 
and makes up that Body , which is the fulneſs of him 
thar filleth all in all, Epbeſ; 1. 23. And is thereby fil- 
led with the Falneſs of God, Epheſ 3. 19. 


CHA PF. NIL 
The Effets of our Union with Chriſt. 


AT O.W we come to conſider the Efetts of this on 
Uaion with Chriſt more —_ 

1. Remiſſion of Sins, Epheſ. 1.7. Colof: 1. 14. i whow 
we have redemption through his blood , even the forgiveneſ; 
of fint : For by virtue of our Union with him, the Fa- 
'rher looks upon us, as having made that Satisfaction for 
Sin, which in truth his Son made. 

2. 7uſtification : For as by virtue of our Union with 
him, his Satisfaction is ours, fo is his Righteouſneſs, 
And hence that Righteouſneſs, by which we are made 
righteous in the f1ght of God, is called the Righte- 
ouſnels of God, 2 Cor. 5. 21. That we might be made 
the” Righteouſneſs of Ged in him, Phil. 3. 9. That 1 
may be found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs , 
which is of the Law, but that which is through the Faith 
of Chriſt, the Righteonſneſs which is of God by Faith; 
And therefore fer. 23.6. 33. 16, he is called, The 
Lord our Righteouſneſs, And indeed without this, though 
it were poſſible, that we could have our fins forgi- 
ven, yer without this Righteouſneſs , we could not 
actually attain Happineſs. Chriſt therefore muſt pre- 
ſent us Holy , as well as unblameable, Coloſ. 1. 22. S0 
chen, being one with him , as our ſins by impuration 

were 
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were. his , and his SatisfaRion - ours , {0 was alſo his 
Righteouſneſs. _ | L £249] 
"3. Peace and. Recongitiation with, God; For - 8s God 
from Heaven, proclaimed hitm(elf well plead in-his 
Son, ſo if we are one with, him, 'be'is con ly 
well pleaſed with us. And this Concluſion folows 
naturally from oue Juſtification in: the fight ofi God : 
The controverfis berween God and his Creature: was 
Sin; and when Chriſt took up that Concroverlie, there 
mult needs follow- peace, Rem 5.11. i; Feng jfhiffend by 
Faith we have Peace with God through Chriff; Coloſ; 120; 
Having made Peace throwgh the blood. of his Groſe, Eph. 2.14; 
For he is cyy Peace + And the conſequent of this: Peace 
with God, is Peace with the Creature, who, whea Man 
became Rebel ro-God., became Rebel ro Man, 'nnule- 
ful, vain, full of 'vexation : bug:by-our Pedce reſtored 
with our God, :o0ur Peace with:the Creature, 'is partof 
our Portion, Godlneſs having the Promiſe of this Life; 
as well as that to/came, 1 Tim. 4.8, Afur.6. 3 3. and; peace 
with our own Conſciences: Conſcience . was: God's 
Vicegerent in Man, and when her-Lord is angry; the 
Conſcience will chide: le is a Glaſs; wherein a Vtan may 
by reflection; ee-the face of Heaven , 'and of his own 
you. But when ance the Hearr.is ſprinkled from an 
eval Conſcience by the Blood of Chriſt, Heb. 104-2. 22. 
the Conſcience'is quiet, for Heaven is quiet. AsPeace 
was the Proclamationof an Angel ar the Birch of Chriſ 
Like 2.14. ſo Peace was the Legacy:of. Chriſt; win he 
was leaving the: World, fob» 144.2y ry Peace [leave 
with 50u. And the: Bruy ofabis Pdicechanſt needs be Joy : 
When a Man; epori: ſound grourids doth:find that his 
Peace is made. wxh Heaven, - there cannot chuſe but be 
a Joy anſwerable:to the ſenſe of fo..beneficial a Peace. 
Therefore Ram14. 17. The Kingdom of God is Rights 
enſneſs, and Peace., and foy in the HolyGhoſt, Rom. 15.73. 
The God of Hope fill yaw with all 7oy and Peace in EY 

here 
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Where there is Faith, there will be Peacez and where 
Peace, Joy : and rherefore when Chriſt had finiſhed the 
work of our Redemption, that Spirit which he ſent in- 
to-the World, is called the Comforter, 7ob» 1 5. 26; 
* 4. The Spirit of "Chriſt: and that may be taken theſe 
yp 1017 2007 20 N07 ; 49 
: 43 YThe 'innmediate Communication of the Holy Spirit 
wherewith Chriſt hitnfelf was-indued: for, as 'in te- 
ſpe& of the Union of the! Divine Nare , thete was 
an Effential Utnion. between the Son-and the Spirit 
ſoby that Union of both Natures in one Perſon, there 
was.a i/Communion of- the ſame Spiric unto Chriſt 
TheSpirit deſcended upon him like:a: Dove, atth. 3, 
:61God gave him nor the Spirit by-.meafure, fob! 4; 
34. '/Now ias Aarox's:' Ointment , that" was poured farf 
nport this Head ;- deſcended upon the'Hem 'of his Gar- 
ments ſo by virtue of 'our Union with him, that Spi- 
ric, that was without' meaſure poured'upon our Hea 
was in ſome meaſure, diffuſed upon all that are unic 
to him : and as the ſame Soul; that actuates the 
Heart-and.che Head in.a more plentiful and emirient 
manner , doth ' inattuate the moſt inconſiderable-part 
of the ſame Body ;. fo the ſame Spirit;*that is in Chriſt, 
is in every one that'is united unto him. though: in'2 
different - degree ©of operation , Row. 8.:9. Jf any mit 
have'nat the Spirit of Chyift, he is none of bis, 2 Cor. 6.194 
He :that. is joyned wnto' the Lord, is one” Spirit, And 
this-Sarit. of Chriſt, ' which he giveth and communi- 
cateth unto there. that are united unto him , they are 
ſaid to be. ſealedby the Spiric of Promiſe, Epheſ. T: 
3, 2 Cor. 1, 22, 438; If 7 this'Spirit of Chriſt, 
that we have acceſs- unto God, Epheſ. z. 18, We have 
acceſs by one Spirit '\unto'the Father : and it is this Spirit 
that forms: our Defnes in us 5 and by this means , -our 
Delires are not only diſcovered unto God, that knows 
the mind of his own Spirit , but they are n ons 
| ormable 
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formable unto the 'Will: of God, Row. 8:27. He that 
ſearcheth the heart , knoweth what 'is' inthe; mind of the Spd 
rit, becauſe be maketh interceſſion far the Saints, according 
to the "will of God,  And'as'the Fathez.did heat the.Son 
always, becauſe bis -Defires were confatmable to the 
Will of his Father, 'ohw2.1: 4/2. I'kyem her thou rr 
me always : fo, fohn 16,523. Whatſqeveri ye: ſeall: ark; th 

Father in niy name, he fhull give i4 yamerdovit is a\Perition 
framed by that Spirir, which 1s the Spiric of Chriſt; 
and of God and whar? his, own Spun defites ;-itiis 
his-own- Will to-granc: And for this-cauſe, 3t-is called 

the Spirit of Adoptiohy'Rew.-8:a52:@dd7is/p 

to accept the Prayers and-.Services af-the Members 
of Chriſt in him, (even-as the obledience-of his owh 
Sons, becauſe they ' are: moved and: adtbated- by lo 
very ſame Spirit 4 whichis the Spirit of his Son. '- And 
as the- intrinſecal forih;.of things: is -thak which inſtns4 
mentally conforms the: qualities) and pxdportions ob the 
thing which ic inform$/untca chat: inenaſefal forns, .and 
ſuits: it with 'Qualities:and Conditions ſaicable,'taici2k 
Operations 3 -ſo this Spirit 'of--Chriftrdathiby degrees 
conform 'the Sout,' che: Aﬀections;;:the; whole-Man, 
unto the Image of. Chrift, changing, ic/ihto. the ſame 
Image, z Cor. 3. 18: Andthis Spint?df -Chriſt dothe 
lead them into all Truth ; 7oku: r6, 35.5 And from 
hence it is , that he that is the true Member of Chiiſt; 
cannot continue in a conſtant courſe of ifin; 1-Jobw 3.09. 
Far his ſeed remaineth in: tsm, viz. That Spirit:of Qhrilt, 
by which he is actuated , and by which he is born: of 
God, John 3. 6. That which is born of the. Spirit, 1s Spirit. 
That abideth in him , -and will be -degrees; like a li- 
ving Spring , work out that mudd ,:that our own fleſh 
and corruption. caſt into us. - ; 

2. Which is a fruit of the former, 'The mind of 
Chriſt. For this Spirit. of God -works a" Conformity in 
the Heart and Life to Chrif , whole Spiric Khoo 
6 parit 
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Spirit of. Chtiſt makes an. unjprefſin of the Image of 
Chriſt upon-uhe' Sou and Life, The like Effe@ with 
this, we find;in all things : Ia matters Natural, the. vj- 
Cinity of two: things. together. works a Coptormity 
of: the weaker: ro the ſtronger, -&ither : Element or 
Form : In macters/Moral, Converſation berween rio; 
breed a "Conformity in Manners , even different from 
their otheewile: natural. Confticution : much. more, 
where the Spiric of::Chriſt lays hold on the Soal, and 
anites a Man ungo Chriſt, there is not only new Coty- 
ny; but ainew Form ,- and :confequently of neceſ- 
"2 new. frame and temper of Heart and Life , con» 
formable co 'ſurkh Company, and to ſuch a Form, 
And int order-1o this -Conformity unto Chriſt , the 
Old Converfation,::the Old: Man , which is corrupt, 
according taitthe deceitful Luſts, Epheſc 4. 22, mult be 
put off 5. the zons/ and | Lufts nuſt be crucified, 
Gale. 5.'25,-qhe; Body 'will:;be. dead becauſe of fin, 
Rm. $. x0. ' Ulagodiine(s and:/Worldly Luſts will be 
denied,” 7; 2; 13. .For_theſe:make a deformity. from 
Chriſt ; ſuch'a Spirit, as the Spirit of Chriſt, cannor 
long endute to inform. or inhabit ſuch a Sonl;, but if 
x:come inco:himy'ir will change him : And in ſtead 
thereof, the 'Man fhall be born again by the Spirit, 
Hubs, pF: the Spitir will be Life, Rem. 8. 10, Chriſt 
will be new. formed in them :Ga/ar. 4. 19. the walk- 
ing will be in:th-Spiric , Galar:5. 25. the New Man 
will be put. on, even the Image of Chriſt, Righte- 
ouſne(s and: trae. Holineſs, Epheſc 4. 24. Chriſt will 
be pur on, Gal/at. 3. 27. Row, 13, 14. the Life will 
be the Life of Chriſt, Galar. 2. zo. the Heart will be 
the Habication of Chriſt , Ephe/. 3. 17, of God; 
Epheſ. 2.22, of the Holy Ghoſt, r Cor. 6..19. the mind, 
che mind of. Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2. 16. the temper of the 
Soul , the ſame with his, humble as he was humble 
Phil, 2, 5. holy, as he is holy, x Pet. 1. 16, long 
ering 
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tering and indulgent as he was, fohn 13. IF. Behold, 
have 1 not given you an example, Patient under the 
Will of God, &c. And by Conformity unto Chriſt, 
Man is put into a right ſtate, and in that order to- - 
wards God himſelf and others, as he was in his creati- 
on, and thereby in ſome meaſure reftored to thar 
Happineſs which he had by reaſon of that order : The 
Happineſs and Peace of every GH _ in the 
due obſervance of rhat ſtation and Rule, which God 
hath given it. And this Conformicy unto Chriſt, is 
our San#tification , which ts nothing e ſe ; bar. a reſto- 
ting of Man in ſome meaſure to that Conformity un- 
to the Will of God, in which he was created. Mani 
by fin, loſt that impreſſion of God's Image : God 
was pleaſed to give us his Son, who is the expreſs 
Image of his Father , and by this Spirit of his to re- 
imprint that Image again upon as many as behold him, 

come unto him by Faith, 1. Theſe 4. 3. This is 
the will of God, even your Sanftification : {o that the 
SanRificarion or Obedience , which is wrought in us 
nd required of us, is the Conformity of the Will 
of Man to the Will of God. The Obeaience perform- 
ed unto God by the Faithfal, ariſeth from 4 dexble 
Principle, 

I. This whereof we now ſpeak, an intrin/ecal 
Change of the Natwre Conforming the Heart, and con- 
ſequently the Life, ro the Will of God, the Mind of 
Chriſt : for the ſame Spirit of Chriſt, -which dwells 
in Chriſt our Head, dwells likewiſe in thoſe that are 
the Members of the ſame Body : and as the oneneſs of 
the Soul in Man, makes that oneneſs of motion in 
all the Body , and that Conformity ; that is in all its 
motions , td the.mind of the Soul ; ſo that oneneſs of 
the Spirit in*®Chriſt and his Members , makes that 

onformity - of the Members: of Chriſt unto the 
Mind and Will of Chriſt, on is the W— 

| mage 
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Image of God : This is Regeneration z the birth of the 
Spirit 3 the forming of Chriſt in us , the Sanctification 
of the Spirit, 2 The. 2. 13. 

2. That whereof before is ſpoken, Love unto God; 
which is always the Soul of all true Obedience. The 
Soul finds the Goodneſs, and ReQtitude, and Beauty 
of God, and of all his Commands, and therefore out 
of a Judicial Love, it is ſenſible of the ingagement 
that it ows to God ; and therefore out of Gratitude, 
it will, as far as the ſtrength of the Soul can reach, 
wy the Commands, which are ſo Righteous , of her 
God, that is ſo Gracious: It finds, that it was the 
Purpoſe of God ; he created us unto good Works, 
Epheſ. 2, 10. that as many as are in Chriſt , onght to 
walk as he walked, 1 John 2. 5. That the Son of 
God died to deſtroy the works of the Devil, 1 7obn 3, 
$. to purife unto himſelf a People zealous of Good 
Works, Tir. 2. 14. That Chriſt hath ordained , that 


his Diſciples ſhould bring forth Froic, Jols I5. 16, 
r 


That for this cauſe Chriſt died, &c. that from thence- 
forth, they that live,ſhould not live unto themſelves,Ge. 
2 Cor. 5. 15, Now the true Love of God, makes the 
Will of God, to be his Will, and the Glory of God 
his End: if there were no Beauty in the thing con- 
manded, yet (hall I diſpute his Will, that hath redeem- 
ed me? thall I go aboutto diſappoint him in the End 
of his Death for me? ordinary Reaſon teacheth me 
to ſubſcribe and yield Obedience to the Commands 
of God, for they are all moſt Wiſe and moſt Jult 
Commands ; and though I ſee not the Wiſdom, Ute- 
fulneſs , and Juſtice of them, yer the ſame Truth, that 
tells me, his ways are unſearchable and paſt finding 
out , teacheth me to obey , when I diſcern the Au- 
chority , though not the Reaſon of the Command, 
But if ic were not ſo, ſuppoſe I could be a loſer by 
my Obedience, I cannot loke fo much as Lon 
ree 


CH 4p. XI. and of our Selves; 275 


freely received from him chat commands me: When 
Abraham received a Son from the Goodneſs of God, 
2nd God required him again , 45raham obeys, though 
his Obedience had left him as: Childleſs as the Pro- 
miſe found him : But the greateſt Command, that I 
can receive from my Saviour , cannot return me to 
{ bad a Condition;as his Pity and Mercy found me in: 
If he require my Riches, my Liberty, my Life, yer he 
leaves me ſomewhat , which without his Goodneſs, 
Thad loſt, and doth more than countervail all my other | 
Lofles , even my Everlaſting Soul : When he requires 
theſe of me, be pays me intere(t for them, datth. 1 9; 
29, But if he did not, yer the Price of my Soul in or- 
dinary Gratitude , may deſerve the life of my Bodys 
for what can a Man give in Exchange for his Sonl ? 
Matth, 16 26. 


—— - --— —— ——— — _— - —_—_ 4s 4 
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GHAP. XINL 


Concerning the putting off the Old Man : and 
I. What it is. 


N OW concerning the putting off rhe Old Man, two 
things ate conſiderable: | 


r. What this Old Man is, 
2. How we muſt put him off. 


For the former, ic is nothing but that Ataxy, Dil- 
order, and Corruption , which by fin did fa!l upon 
our Nature : It is not our Nature 1n its eſſentials, for 
that is ſtil] good ; but the abfence of the Goodneſs and 
Perfection of the reaſonable Soul, which conſiſted 
in the Conformity to the Will of God , which is the 
Beauty and Perfection of every thing. * And from this 
diſorder in the Soul , proceeds the diſorder in the Life 
and Aftions. And this Old Man hath a double ffrength 
and advantage m On us: 

1, 14 it ſelf, the Corruption and Diſorder is ſo uni- 
vertal, that the whole Soul is bound under it : it hath 
no ſupplies of its own to reſcue it felf; for they are all 
corrupted : it is therefore called a Dominion of Sin, 
Rom, 6, 12, @& body of death, Rem. 7. 24. a Law of 
Sin, bringing the Soul into captivity, Row. 7. 2 3. 

2. Accidentally, the Prince of the Power of the Air, 
taking advantage of this confuſion and diforder of the 
Youl, gets, as it were, intd it. and fo worketh in the 
.children of diſobedience, Epheſ. 2. 2. inhabits it as bis 
Caſtle, and: uſerh che Faculties of the Soul, as the 
Weapons whereia he truſtethz became a Roy of 

ar 
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Darkneſs in the Soul, Eph. 6. 12. Is 7#dzs covetous? the 
Devil gets into that covetouſnels, and acts it even unto 
the betraying of the Lord of Life , Lake 22. 3. Is Peter 
lifred up upon his Maſter's atteſtation of his Confeſſion? 
the Devil gets into that Pride, and he becomes a tem- 
pter of our Redeemer, Marth, 6. 2 3. Is a Man immode- 
rately angry ? the Devil gets into that Anger , and will 
turn it into Malice, Epheſ. 4. 27. The Prince of the 
World could get no advantage upon our Redeemer, he 
had nothing in him, 7ob» 1 4. 30. but ſo much of the Old 
Man as remains in us, ſuch a party hath the Devil in us 
to entertain, nouriſh and actuare his temptations. 

We (hall therefore conſider , wherein this Corrnpti- 
tion or Deficiency in our Soul conliſts. Iris i* every 
part and faculty of the whole Man, as may evidently ap- 
pear by the enumeration of particulars, 

1, In the Underſtanding there wants Light, Rom. 1.21. 
Their fooliſh heart was darkened, Ephel. 4. 18. And from 
hence the imaginations become vain, Roms. 1. 21. and 
not only vain, but evil, and continually evil, Gev. 6. 
5. purſues unprofitable Curioſities, As 19. 19. Lults 
of the Mind, Ephe/. 2. 3. Fables, and impertinent Que- 
ſtions, Tir. 3.9. 1 Tim, 1. 4. vain deceit, Colof. 2. 8, 
It wants a capacity to tliſcern things of greateſt con- 
cernment, 1 Cor, 2. 14. the beſt habits of the Ulnder- 
ſtanding are corrupt: The Wiſdom of -the World is 
not only Fooliſhnels, 1 Cer. 3. 19. but Enmity t@ God : 
- ts earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, James 3. 15, Thele and 
the like, are the Old Man in the Underitanding : for 
the Light being either out, ar dim, the aftings of the 
Underſtanding are irregular; and it is one of the greac 
warks of Chriſt in our renovation, co give us the 
Spirit of a ſound Mind, 2 Tim. 1, 17. 

(2.) Is the Conſcience, This is the tendereſt part of 
the Soul , the receptacle of that Light and Authoricy 
of God, which he hath left in *h to be our ny 

3 an 
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,Rom.2.15, And-yerthe Qld Manhih 
corrupted this alſo., puts-it awry,or our, 
19. defiles the Mind and Conſcience, Tit.1.x5. 
ſears che Conſcience , {o that it is infeaſible, -and-pa 
feeling; Epheſ. 4. 19. Andif the Conſcience be (6 vigy- 
rous, 2s not tobe ſtifled by means of this 
and the:concurrence of the Prince of the Air, it becomes 
our Mitleader, being filled with Errors and miſtakings; 
or our Tormentor, being filled wich horror and 
ration ': and it is the great work of God in our renovg 
tion, to reſtore the Conſcience to his primitive office 
and place, by taking away the guilt of fin, which kept 
the Conſcience in a continual ſtorm, Heb. 10. 2/22, 
and by purging the Conſcience from the pollutions and 
corruptions/of fin, Heb. g: 14. purging the Conſciency 
from dead works, to ferye the living woe, 
| (3), is the Will there is irregularity upon a double 
ground: - | | 


f 1, By reaſon of that Corruption that is in the Under- 


; for the proſecution or averſation of the Will 
are muchqualitied and ruled eccoringes the Light chat 
is.in the Underſtanding; and if that Light be Darkneſs 
and Etror,, then there muſt neceſſarily follow * a-mif 
carriage in the Will. . 

2. By reaſon of.that Captivity, that is in the Will 
pato the'Law;of.Sin, and:of the Fleſh. God gave uns: 
to, Man a righteous:Law ,: which was to be the Lay: 
and- Ryle of his Mind 'and Will; and while it'was. , 
conformable to this, it was conformable to the:Will 
of Gog,.and fo beautiful and r; But. in; ſtead: 
thereof, there is a: Law of Sin and Death, Row. 8:11, 
Rom, 7,23; and this Law ſubdues the Law of 'the/ 
Mind , and brings the Soul into captivity to the Law! 
of Sjn,f@. 4.:23.-And the Will being thus captivay 
ted, is made:carnal, and filled with enmity againſt God;: 


gad that Law, which he once planted. in us ro be-the- 
| ds 


Cray, XIIL  - and of olty Sebvies. 
Rale of our Will , G that it is noe ſubject to the 
of God, neither indeed can Rows," 8, $08 
Will is ſo much maſtered 4nd ant holed fo Old 
Man and his Law he 


Soul, and the Sonl to it : x: Cancers 

troduce Laws, Cuſtoms, and & of Spe 

the more to eſtrange the C from emory 

EN Go Ve prior the Wil-Gain this 

comes into Vil-from thi 
Domini ion of Sin gh 


by degrees waſte and diminiſh chat very inherence of 
md uppr wet! ander the Law, but wnder Grace y and: ies 


fro Life in Chriſt, which maketh us free from the 
of Sity and of Death, Row. 8.2,  ! > 
- (4.) In the Aﬀettions. The great and muler Aﬀe; 
Aion of our'Sonl, is «wr Love: and all other AﬀeRi 
+ me Fats nn Our Harred o 
any » IS uſe it is contrary and deſtrucive to 
what we love: our Fear of any thing , is becauſe it 
would rob ns of what we love : our Grief for any 
ting, is becauſe it hath deprived us "of where love 
according to the meaſure of our Love, is the 
.— of pode other Aﬀections: "y intenſe Love URS 
any thing, makes our Hatred of its contrary equa 
intenſe; and ſo for ene ng Þ Res of 
Creation our e was rightly -placed, opon 
owl the only deſerver of our Love: and our Love 
Was rightly qualified 3 it was a moſt intenſe- Love : 
Lew af tannins ef God, Dext, 6, 5. my 
4 
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leve the 'Lord thy Grd with «ll: thy beart , and with all thy 

__ on wiF-af ty wgh's was bur the od. 
Law was written jn our Nature. our 

right S » Ind rghul qualified , did 

on our Paſſhons and ous both in tha 
ojech pres: | I rugh ro are Sin, and 

oi 1a f uſe contrary to 

of 5 4 park whom we did periacty: loves and. i 

taught us tohar nothing elſe, but Sin 

but that a contrariet unt9-God. But when we 

fell, our Love loſt its object, and all the Aﬀections 


eby became miſplaced,and diſordered: And though 
ER LION of this AﬀeRion ,' yet-we loſt 


it, (6lf; our Love therefor having. 


{o it miſtgkes-in \ics Re He no vo 
can truly love himſelf, that doth not truly loye Godz 
becau ſe the true effect of Love, 3 's todo all the Good 
it can to the thing it loves. Now the chiefeſt Good 
to or ſelves; is only our Conformity unto God's Will, 
and conſequently 'our Love to him, wherein conſiſt 
our HappineG: But it. is no. marve] that having fork 
ken the true obje& of our Loye, and choſen our ſelves 
to be that obje&;, we are likewiſe miſtaken in the 
ſeeking of our own Good, Rom. 1. 26. ho changed the, 
truth of God into a lie, and worſhipped and ſerved the Creaturt: 
more than the Creator : For this canſe God gave them up td 
wile affeftions, Now every man, that terminates lus. 
Love upon himſelf, ſerves and worſhips himſelf. And: 
now that order, which God planted bein oken, it is 
no wonder , that-all confyſton and diſar ben fall bo | 
our Aﬀections: And now. our Love be miſplaced 
2ll che reſt of our Aﬀections are likewiſe -—_ 

2nd out of order : Now r the right frame. of de 
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and conſequencly the corruption of it , conliſts in three 


things; 
In. the ulcimace abt nk ic ought to 
ee a cn 
\ 2, In the Or ah og Long wo be fr 
won Got and upon him firſt: and all other things . 
be loved, but yer in him and after him. | 
 lncke Deas of our Town: our chiefeſt and moſt 
wk Cove pant Þe-Jet upon God, and ppon him, 
wo nl Oh e are + wy radtonal and ar, Con- 


thlence and depr me Order Cohen ſer. 
..I, The ; fr ns of the firſt, when either we love. 


not God at all, or, which is all one, when we: 
him not the Ulcimate Obje& of our Love, but love 
iy meerly in reference to our ſelves; the conſequence 
IS, hat if God be net i all-onng things + (ubleryiens 
x hole things we conceive mo tale. to our, 
own we diſobey him, we murmure Againſt him,, 
we blaſpheme him, we hate bim; If che EE 
Pleaſure, Content, come in CORPERAN Wi 


mand, it conquer it ,..b Socaule wi ve 
ſelves our Ultimate and Chief End Chave na 


certaiily. prefer any thing that we a Eftall, 
cble to this End, 

And certainly, he that makes himſelf. his Ukinae 

nts the chief object of his Love, cannot chuſe.buc., 

rwo latter : for his love to himſelf, makes. 

Ya _ allchings elſe in order order mcerly. to himſelf, and 

far forth only as is conducihle co his own miſtaken 


good; ſo that God. ſhall be no longer loved, ſerved, , 
er obeyed, than he is ha 13 uh to char End. Now 

It 15 ale Irom this £100, tO Ice the Or: 

moſt of the Evil in the Ann 19 it relates rob 
ly Men, or to 3 Man's (elf, 


From 
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* From this Original grows the yery Hatred of God. 
This diſtemper, wrought by fin in our Souls, hah not 
only deprived God of our chiefeft Love; which we 
juſtly owe to: him, and turned that Love into our 
ſelves,burt hath made us haters of God by-oar corrupred 
Nature; Rom. 1. 30. He ftrengeheneth himſelf againſt the 
Almighty, Job z5. 25. that ſay wnto G wy #1; 
Job 22. 17. way, fame I His End; he 
cannot chufe bur be a hater of God upon 2 donble 
1, Becauſe the Preſence; and Purity , and Com- 
mands , and Admonitions of God, either by his Word, 
or Conſcietice, or the-outward Diſpenſarions of Pro- 
vidence do extreamly thwart that End which we pur-. 
ſae. 'Hence grow the Blaſphemies in the World, 
Revel, 16, 21. Men blaſphemed God becauſe of the hail, 
The Diſappointment, and Controll, and Interruption, 
that Men have in the purſvit of their Ends, 'do make 
them hate the Preſence, the 'Word, the'very Being 
{s they: take it to'be a hinde- 


to return.” 'Farn; O back-ſliding Children, ſaith the Lord, 
, Skill of the ene- 


the En- 

tertainment of them, leſt thereby he ſhould be diſpoſ- 
ſe(sd; and therefore, as Ahirophel ro Ab/olew, to ſecure 
his Party with age) of reconciliation to his 
ather , perſwades him to the higheſt Villany, that ſo 
might be abhorred of his Father 2 Sam, 16. 21. (0 
the Devit-and Sin in us ingage the Soul in the greateſt 
Villanies and Blaſphemies againſt God, that ſo the 
Soul, abhorring God, may be abhorred of him. Ths 
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Sin taking occaſion: by. the Conimand , works in'the 
Soul all manner of Concupiſcence, Rem, 7. 6. 

From hence likewiſe the Slaviſh Fear of 
God. - We have fhewen' SM Love of b 
35 accompanied with the Fear of God';” bur this 'Fea 
is without the Love of God, bur proceeds from Love 
wo ur ſehves1 28 8 Man fers thays which he donbes 
bag no pany fr Gat __ ans thy id. 
When ent Lions 'among the captive 17ae/ires, "it 
s fad, they feared the Lord, and 7 ate their own 
gots, 2 King 17. 33s their fear and their Love was di 


From hence proceeds heifs it ſelf: for it eh 


in the Aﬀedtion,. got in-the 
fire of chat not ro-be, which the 


ws OY Loon 
ceives: an im or check to the 
his ſfuprean End , is that which at So 
perſwaſiog in the 
delires-ſhduld nor Ny indeed is 


intra Ree ty 
a nt Aerie 
are [4 


tite and ——_ Low God, eh gle but ws fol 
End a Man hath choſen; viz. Toe yer - 


(nd form of it, according as the occaſion is, is 


.Gble to: his Eaſe , Greatneſs, or Preferment :' fo the 
"Cime ſelf-love purs on the ſha ow, and rejects the ſub 


+ Io matters relative # ethers: From this ma making a 
el it be End, progeed el the as and ot of 
Utice, ppreſſion, Crue Malice, vy 
. yonigs becauſe he - that makes bimſelf his 
with all p or parſer that , which he con- 
ag 3 and if he meet with any ob- 
ſtacle or fear of an ce from another, it 
per fas & nefas the ruine of that which he finds ſo 
ang him: for all theſe Ads proceed from the io 
's 
In reference. ton Mart /elf.: He that makes himſelf 
his wal End, is ſubſervient unto. himſelf ro the utter- 
in te tas Cinfos enjoyment of all thoſe 
Wo wa leaſe cogtes] Fe 1, according to 


Circumſtances. 

in the he oft gag. it will teach him 

Kihei de Lak there- 

- 13. 14. Jt will __ Shoes and in- 

KjES,. 2 NNE rs. of yanarura PROD, ok fo 

wm ach wh 'Over ny ——_ 

ine 

Rt 2 00200e th mronfineS, =2 

to pleaſe, ar" whatſoever: way it" 
400-0 


it Treks & x i 41 ITT 18. It 


will make a God, Pa. 319 A Man; 


maki himſelf his End, obſerves which way the vein 
ao, bs inind and delight runs3 he doth | _ af 
i0n.or delight with the ſame intenſeneſs of | 
ic, ii mel Cod? for what 4 Man makes his 
End, % Fud35y is God, 
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If it be in the Luſt of the Eyes, after Wealth' 
Poſſeſſions, a Man purſues that with the ſame vi 
$a Foe” well ſer, purſues after God: There ſhalf! 
ny For in his way , neither the Command of God, 

ves, hor Laws, 3 Juſtice, nor R nor 
2 Man's own er, GS health, life : For If hath dif- 
covered her (e deſire, and he doth purſue the 
fatisfaRion of it as the firſt-born of his End. The like 
wy = pr of Life, Ambition, &c. 
from hence: ows the -Pride of. the Heart of 
Man. * Erery Mar t makes not God his Chiefeſt 
Good, and higheſt End, makes hinelf ſo. Bur this 
Self diſcovers it ſelf, according to varieties of Conſti- 
turions and Circumſtances. in one Man is his Luſt 
n another his Wealth; in another his Honour, Power, 
and Command; in another, Wit, Policy: 
And theſe he purſues as the firſt-born of his : And 
fuch as is his carneſtneſs in the purſuit , ſuch is his ful- 
nels and contentedneſs when he enjoys , or thinks he 
enjoys it : and that , eſpecially in thoſe purſuits thar' 
xe leſs bruitiſh, makes the Man fo hi =_ and fo proud, 
becauſe he is full of that, which he makes his End; he' 
isfull of himſelf, 

In the Senſual —_ This Motion or Faculty was 
_— in Natare by the God of Narnre, and is of it 

If good , when ic keeps within thoſe bounds, and in 
that ſubordination, in which it was originally placed 
by the _ of Nature and Order For it is the natural 
ns 7 motion of Nature to its own preſerva- 


Bur our contraſted Corruption 
hath put hor we Place, and our of its Order, and 
out, of its End. The rational part of Man being be- 
GR IRRIN one Sins, ——— mp 
ſubordination to-it, hath got the maſtery of it, and 
Ocatics Man co ll excels of Rice and Lim Luxury. 

-—— aver. ax. 
bjects, 
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Nin of and —— that by. the Goodneſs and 
planted in da fruition of its 


Beaſts, Fay ng. 66 vo bn wg doi 
us.in this very decay of our integrity : For al 
ri Age ro apr, Goide uide, than that Law and 


implanted in their Nature iak 
though they have - wy ſame Martha in the fruition of 
their ſenſitive Obj 


their 
venietice of the preſervation of —__ = their 
eg But itis viſibly otherwiſe with Men: and from 
hows foe qcels in eating, drinking, ſleep. and other 
ent inclinatious z becauſe chey purſne not that End, 
for which it was given , bur the. very pleaſing and ia 
tisfaction of the ppetite it (elf :-So then the Od Man 
in the Senſual Appetite conſiſts, 

1. In the want of that SubjeRion and Subordination 
of it to the reaſotuable part, which ſhould dire&, modes 
rate, and reltrain it, according as may be molt uſeſul 
for or TIATES Lhe 0 that now this power is 


gy * 

t Exotbitancy and Extrava of it, 
whereby it runs to Exceſss and (o it hath loſt its 
End, viz. the motion to the preſervation of Nature- 
k Fr & G08 BM! pen to the djs, Men, in pe” 

of theſe ſenſual things Apa mp 
neceffity » but delight ; But hy is our miſery , 
well as our {in; That eicher we reſt not itt what God 
lawfully allows, 2 Saw. 12, 8, God gives to David 
a full meaſure of temporal Comforts and Delighs, 
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if that had been too littlez he would lave given 
im more z yet David with Adam muſt needs be ta- 
ſting the forbidden Fruit : or in caſe we go no farther 
in the Obje& of our purſuit , we go beyond it in the 


them, as of our chiefeſt Felicity , forgetting the God 
that gives them, and thoſe inquiries and purſuits that 
are of a higher Value and Concernment 3 and; which 
is the higheſt degree of vileneſ(s of our Hearts, even by 
thoſe outward Bleſſings he gives us , we karn-toad- 
or ns expery; foto car Aentes to ſhut him our of ic, 
and to-fortifie it againſt him. And from hence ir is, 
that the God of Mercy carſerh , and that moſt juſtly, 
his own Blefſings unto that Man , that thus perverts 
the uſe of them. Wine rejoyceth the Heart of Man, 
35 it was given for that purpoſe; Bur when a Man 
in the uſe of ic looks no hugher , bur to ſatiate himſelf, 
ou is 6 (0g but nt ©, anc). © PEOUes 0 Serpent, 
OV, 2.3. 32s . 


\ 


meaſure of our purſuits , reſting in the enjoyments of . 


”. "Y 6... + 
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CHAP. XIV. 
How the Old Men is to be put off , and 1. by Re- 


pentance. 


T HUS far concerning the Old Man. the cor- 
ruption of our Nature : Now we conſider, How 
be 5s to be put off. 

This putting off the Old Man looks backward, and that 
Repentance 3 forward, and that is Morrification. 
The order of God's diſpenſation to a particular Man, 

I bringing him to his great and ſupream End, holds 

4 proportion with his diſpenſation to mankind fince 
the Fall : from the time of the Fall of Man till the gi- 
ving of the Law, is like the firſt Condition of our cor- 
rupted Nature, without God in the World : Then he 
ve them his Law, thereby to ſhew them what they 
Id be, and what they-are; for the Rule is not 
only the diſcovery of it (elf, but of that crookedneſs 
and irregularity which is in the deviation from it. Man 
having now the opportunity of diſcovery of the de- 
fets, and conſequently anhappinefs, of tus own Con- 
dition , he ſends the Baptiſt to call him to repentance, 
and then diſcovers unto him the means of his recovery. 
Thus after our wandring in our corruptions , God is 
pleaſed to ſhew us our Condition - what it is, and what 
it ſhould be, by the ſight of his Law; and thar doth 
naturally breed a diſlike of thoſe ways , which lead to 
ſo unhappy an End. The gromnds and way of Reper- 
france, are, 
1. A ſound Comvittion of the Underſtanding concerns 
ing ovr natural ways and Conditions, wy 
1, 
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' 1. That they are Jrregalar, Deformed, and. Crooked 
ways: God gave to Man a Righteous. Lavw, a 
Conformity to it was Man's Happineſs and Perfection z 
for the Goodneſs, which was the Perfection of all. 
created Beings ; conſiſted in theit Conformity to the 
+> pou Will of God concerning the dg e, That 
ill concerning Man was the Law of ( is Law 
God hath again new. copied our, that Man may as 
well meaſure himſelf by ic, whar he is, and hath been, 
8 guide himſelf co what he ſhould be. a 
z. The conſequence of this therefore is, that thoſe 
Ways of his are Unprofitable and Fraitleſs;, and therefore 
ah they called the Unfruirful works of Darkneſs: and not 
only Unfruitful bat Deadly; What fruit had ye then ip 
thoſe things whereof ye are now aſhamed ? for the end of thoſe 
things is Death. And this muſt moſt neceſſarily tollow 
the former 3 for if the Conformity to the Will 
God be the Perfe&ion and . Bleſſedneſs of the 
Creature, the Violation of chat Will maſt needs be 
both unproficable and miſerable: for Man is out of his 
way to his Perfection, and therefore mult neceſſarily 
meet with nothing but Vanity and Miſery. God, that 
hath meaſured out to every thing his Being, and the 
meaſure of his Perfe&ion, hath likewiſe chalked our 
the way of _— it, which; if a Man fnifs, he can 
never attain that End. TRAY Mer 
| And upon this Conviction of the Irregularity , Un- 
profitableneſs, and Dangerouſneſs of his corrupred ways 
and conditioh , doth naturally follow ſuch choughts as 
theſe : *I find God did make me a glorious Creature, 
* *fitted to partake of a higher degree of Bleſledneſs, 
'than the inferiour Creatures : I find likewiſe that 
"he gave me a moſt Juſt and Reaſonable Law, 
* which was the way to lead unto it : I fee that fo 
*much of the Creatures inferiour to my ſelf, as ob- _ 
* ſerve the Law of their Creation , enjoy a, prafine of, * 
7" m_ Perfection, 


— 
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© Perfe&tion, anſwerable to their Being; and if inter- 
* rupted in.that law of their Nature , = loſe theit 


© Beaary, if not their Being : The degree of my Bei 
was her than theirs, and fo was conſequently 
End of my Being, my pats, of a higher Con- 
*ſtitution than theirs : And as my Debt was 
* ro my Creator for allowmg me fo high an End, 
© was my ability proportionable to che purſuit and 
© 2ttaining of that End which was thus given to me. 
© But what have I been doing all this while? I have 
* meaſuted' my Heart by that great Law , This fbut 
© live the Lord with all thy heart ; and I have found 
© my Heart full of the love of the World, of Plas 
(ares, of Vanities, but ſcarce a thought beſtowed 
©him, that gave me Power to think; and, which 
© worſe, my Heart hath held confederacy with all that 
©he hath forbidden, mfomuch that I may juſtly en- 
© clude, that ſurely nothing but a Heart hating Gag, 
* could ſo conſtantly and univerſally oppoſe his Will: 
I have meaſured my Life by the Law of God, and 
*I can ſcarcely find one regular ation in it; my "Heart 
* hath not been fo out of frame , but it hath ſtill found 
**2 full ſubſervience of my whole Man unto it, and 
* that with greedineſs : and yet I find all this unſati 
*faory, and I have cauſe to fear, that is not al: 
* Senſe doth tell me, that in the purſuic of the ways if 
*my Heart, I ſpend my felf for that which is'not 
©Bread, and my labour for that which profittth not: 
* find no fulneſs in them , but much vexation: Ac 
Reaſon as well as Conſcience tells me, it will be bit 
*ternels in the end , and the end is death : I carinc 
*but know, that the. great Lord-of all Being ; hit 
* meaſured out to all his Creatures their Beings, and 
* cheir Happineſs ſuicable to their Beings , and ther 
*Ways and Rules, and Laws, to attain their Happintl 
*and if all this while I have. been our of that Way, 
\ a 
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t am travelling to another End : If in the way of-Gad I 
* ſhould have found Life, and eyeing Le for y 
*End, our of chat Way, my End muſt bg Dea: IF 
© were now to begin my Life, I ſhould order it. betcer : 
«Though I cannot expiate what is paſt ; yet my Soul 
*looks upon it with S709 , wich Indignation , with 
© Amazement. This is the firſt degree. 

2. That they are Unbecoming , Ungrateful and Undutiz 
ful Returns, It is implanted even in the fenfitive Nas 
ture, to return good for good : We haye received all 
the Good from the hands'of that God, againſt whom 
the praRtice of our Hearts and Lives hath been a con; 
tinual Rebellion : and upon this Conſideration, natural 
Ingenuity works a Shame in the Soul, and a ſecret 
Condemnation. and youre kind of loathing fo Ungrate- 
ful and Uladuciful a Conſtitution: | 

3. Bur hitherto the Soul looks only backward $ and 
be Conſiderations, tough they are enough to breed 


me and Deſpair in the Soul, yet they are not ftr 
enough to work Repentance 3 becauſe in thoſe Fs 
derations, the Soul looks upon it (elf in an unexpiabkk 
and irrecoverable Condition : The amendment” wi 
prove fruicleſs , where the former guilt is irreverſible; 
and yet enough to Jung the Soul : Therefore the thir 
Conviction is of the love of God, that hath provid 
a means of pardon and acceptation : when 4 
throughly convinced of the unprofitableneſs and deſpe: 
raregels of his aRions and condition ; his extreatn 
pratitude unto God, ſhall for all this hear a voice, after 
all thoſe things; Keturn back thou back:liding Iſrael, avid I 
will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon yow:, for I am merciful, 
and will not keep mine anger for ever , only acknowledge thing 
iniquity, Jer. 3. 12, 13. This conquers the Sonl not only 
into a diſlike of þo paſt as dangerous and unprofitable; 
ut unto a hatred of ic, and of our ſelves for it, as the” 
enemy to ſuch an iavinchle Love. The Conſidera- 
1 z ton 
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tion of our ways paſt, and comparin$ them with the 
Law, will enforce the Conſcience ro condemn” them, 
but ic muſt be the ſenſe of the' Love and Goodneſs of 
God in'Chriſt, that can only incline us to change them : 
#s by the former, he concludes his ways dan$erous and 
emproficable, ſo without the latter , he will conclude 
his Repencance uriuſefal. And hereupon the Soul is caſt 
to ſuch Expreſſions as theſe: * O Lord, I have been 
conſidering the preſent -temper of my Heart, and re- 
* viewed the courſe of my Life, and have compared 
*them with the Duty I owe unto thee , and the Law 
** which rhou gaveſt me to be the Rule of that Duty ; 
and I'find my heart and ways —_— diſpropor- 
*rionable to that Rule, and thereby I conclude my elf 
a moſt ungrateful, and a miſerable Creature: But 
f thongh I have finned away that ſtock of Grace and 
* Blefledne(s, with which I was once intruſted by 
© 1 find I have not out-finned that Fountain of G 
© 2nd-Metcy, that is in thee; even whiles the ſight and 
© ſenſe of my own Condition, bids me deſpair either 
© of repenting or acceptation of it, yet I hear the voice 
© of that Majeſty which I have injured, bids me Return 
© 2nd live, Ezeh, 18, 32. Were there no acceptance of 
©* my turning from thoſe ways of death and deſtruction, * 
© yet it were my duty; and though thy Juſtice might 
* juſtly reje& ir, yet it might juſtly require it : But yet 
© when thy merciful and free Promiſe ſhall crown my 
© Repentance with Acceptation and Life : This Love 
© conſtrains beyond the ſenſe of my own miſery. And 
© when I hear the voice of my Lord calling to me to 
[*return, and I will heal your backſlidings , that Love 
* warms my Heart-into that anſwer, Behold, I will 
* come unto thee, for thou art the Lord my God, 
© Fer. 3. 22, But who can come unto thee, unleſs chou 
© draw him? ſend therefore thy Power along with thy 
.* Command, for it is not of him that willeth, nor _ 
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_* chat runneth: Turn me, and I ſhall be turned; I will 
* engage the uttermoſt of my ſtrength, to. forſake my 
* ways3 but will ſtill wait upon the ſame Mercy, that 
* did invite me, to enable me co forſake them. ' 
By that which preceeds we ſee « double Repentance : 
1. That which is + x tay unto the receivingof Chriſt; ' 
which is nothing elſe but a ſenſe of the unhappineſs and 
evil of our ways, as deſtrudtive unto our Happanet, and 
diſſonant from that Rule of Righteouſneſs, which we 
cannot but ears; ſubſcribe to be Juſt and Good : and 
this doth naturally breed a Sorrow for what hath been 
ſo done, and a Purpoſe and Inclination of Heart to for- 
. fake thoſe ways. And this was the work of the Baptiſt, 
to prepare the way of the Eordz his Doctrige was a 
Dodrine. of Repentance , and his Baptiſm, a Baptiſm 
* of Repentance, a Seal of the Entertainment of tharDo- 
Arine to as: many as received it, Matth. 3. 2. Lak, 3.16. 
Aits 19. 4.' 2. That which 15 Subſequent to that enter- 
tainment of Chriſt in the Heart by Faith, which is the 
ſenſe of the love of God in Chriſt continuing towards 
us, notwithſtanding our many Injuries. This fills the 
Heart with Sorrow and Wonder , and puts the Soul 
upon -a flat Reſolution , never to fin againſt ſo great 
Love. This. was that ſorrow that pricked the 7ews to 
the heart, and brought in Repentance for remiſſion of 
fins, A#s 2..37, 38, As 3. 19. that Sorrow that work- 
eth Repentance unto Salvation, z Cor.2.10. Andthough 
ſometines Chriſt appear unto the Soul without a Bap- 
tit, and the light of the Love of God diſcovers the irre- 
gularity and falthineſs of our formet ways and temperss 
et the uſual method of his Grace and Providence is to 
ptize with the Baptiſm of 7eb»z and after with the 
- Baptiſm of Chriſt, A 19. 5. The love of God bein 
moſt naturally welcome, and operative when the 
hath before taken a juſt ſurvey of his Condition withour 
the ſight of that love : But his ways are — 
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And this Evangelical Repentance, iz, our forrow 
for vur palt Offences and our purpoſe of better Obe, | 
"dientce, 15 not only the A of our firſt Converſion un- 
to God, but is to be our continual Exerciſe: there is 
a"continual adherence of onr fleſh and fmunto us; and 
"notwithſtanding the bent and frafrie of rhe Soul be 
changed, yer there are continual Renewed Offences, 
which chough God is pleafed not to impure, yet as 
They are contrary to, that Life in the Soul; and there- 
fore will be oppofed by that Life, fo'they are ſill na- 
'urally cur own, and therefore muſt atid will be re- 
prnted of and forrowed for : For a Soul once truly af- 
ror $4.4 the Love of God, would willingly have 
his whole Man, and. Tife, -and Thoughts, and World 
conformable to the Will 'of God: and therefore every 
fird 108. cannot chafe but cauſe ſorrow, and gather up 
the ftrengeh 'of che Son! for the futnre againſt ir. For 
the ins of the very Miegabers of Chriſt, thon 
Þby his Righreouſneſs and SatisfaRion they have | 
heir power to condemn, being his by impuration; yet 
they are fins ſtill, and therefore objects of our oppo: 
ficion, and ours in reality , and therefore objects of our 
Sorrow and Repentance ; and by how much the more 
they have our conſent , by ſo much the more they are 
fins, and ours. And as it is the Power and Grace of 

Chriſt, that ſubdues the Dominion and prevailing of 
Sin 3 fo this Grace doth work by ſetting the operations 
and affetions of the Soul againſt it, 'eſpecially in our 
Sorrow and Repentance. Our Repentance after Con- 
verſion is nothing elfe, but the ſtrugling of the Life of 
Chriſt, to work out that poyſon of fin, which is con- 
trary unto it , and doth weaken it, and would deſtroy 
it, 1 fohn 3.9, For his ſeed remaineth in hin, and he ca 
not fin, becauſe he is born of God, 
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CHAP. XV. 


Of Mortification , and the Means thereof ; and 
1, Of Meditation. 


2, ww HERE Regeytance ends, viz. in the pur- 
V pole of forſaking the ways of Neath, tliere 
Martification Degins 3 and is nothing elſe, but the Exe- 
cution of thoſe Purpoſes of the Soul, which are 
wrought by Repentance, by the uſe of all ſuch Means, 
as may for the future, weaken the power of (in in che 
Soul. This is that which our Saviour calls puttin 
out the right Eye, and cutting off the right Hand, 
crucifying the Fleth with the Aﬀections and Lutits, 
Galar. 5. 24. Mortifying the earthly Members, Colef. 3. - 
5. Denying a Mans felt, taking up the Croſs, arr. 16, 
24. Dying daily, 1 Cer. 15. 31, The World crucified 
to a Man, and a Man to the World, Galat. 6. 14. Put- 
ting off the body of the fins of the Fleſh, Colef. 2. 11. 
The body of fin deſtroyed, Rom. 6. 6. Mortification 
therefore is nothing elſe, -but the daily practice of op- 
plition againſt Sin, eſpecially ſuch as we are moſt 
unclined to, and that by ſuch Means as ate reaſonably 
conducing to it. Theſe Means, according to the ſeye- 
ra] tempers , both ſpiritual and natural, are more or 
Jels effectual ; 1 Fx want oem vo" es {rg 
1, Nat ÞS. 2. 1VIOTAL Or National MISIDS. 
3: No Helps. 


I. Supernatural : They are rational Means , bur fixt 
upon ſupernatural objects, and diſcovered by ſuper- 
natural ; ;: for it will wolt clearly appear, that 
thele very Helps which we upernatural, are mo 
wr I ﬆ ps whic > per 


ectual againſt 
| uas Meditation 
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Meditation and Prayer. . 

1. Meditation, and ſerious and deep Conſideration 
of the Word of God, and the Truths therein revealed, 
but eſpecially of theſe enſuing : 

"4. A deep:Meditation of the Love of Ged , whom [ 
muſt needs offend in every fin. And this is the moſt 
powerful Conſideration in the World to mottifie any 
{in; and that .is the reaſon why , where there. is the 
trueſt and higheſt manifeſtation of the Love of God to 
the Soy! , there is the higheſt Purity ; becauſe there 
is the higheſt Preſervarive againſt Sin : for it muſt needs 
be clear, that where there 1s the higheſt manifeſtation 
of the Love of God to the Soul, there is the higheſt 
Love again to God; and pony the moſt abſo- 
lure dominion over fin : for as the Love of God is the 
cauſe of our Love to him, obs 4. 19. ſo according 
to the meaſure of the manifeſtation of the Love of 
God to the Son! , is the meaſure of the Love of the 
Soul to Godegain 3 and conſequently of the hatred of 
fin : And he, 'that often and deeply conſiders of the 
Love of God, malt even rational y improve the ſenſe 
of it to his Soul, and conſequently his Love to God 
"again, .and_ his abhorrence of Sn. When a Man 
ſhall rake ſuch -Confiderations as theſe into him; 
* God hath commanded me to abſtain from this or that 
«ſin, whereunto, it may be, my Nature, my Cuſtom, 
£*my Temptation, inclines me : The competition is 
© between og Etna my Pride, my Profit, and 
* my Lord; he that gave me a Beings 5» that hath 
* given me all the Comforts of my Being; he that 
h might juſtly have taken me away to judgment in the 
* midſt of my fin ; but he hath ſpared me, and waited 
* upon- me, that he might, though I were righteous, 
* make me a veſlel of miſery he that hath invited, 
* perſwaded, intreated me to return unto him for my 
* own-goqd ; that when I would not , I could nor te- 
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£rurm unto him , hath ſent his Son-to ferch me; to re- 
f deem-me with the greateſt Price that ever the World 
© heard: of : Behold what manner of leave; 1 John 3. 1. And 
A Ee nER, 2 month 
£ wine me, before my[Lord, that hath' infinitely out- 
F done my higheſt ſpecalations :for--me ? Certainly 
the-ſenſe of the Love of God is either not ar all, or 
not awake, when any Man confiderately commits an 
the leaſt fin againſt his Conſcience : It were no le 
than for a Man to return deſpight againſt the Love of 
God , and, as much as in us lies, to diſappoint his very 
End and Purpoſe in ſending of Chriſt , who therefore 
gave himſelf for us, to r us from all. iniquity, 
and puri _ himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of 
wor ;; 

" 2. A fcrious Conlideratiun of the great and-high Hops, 
to which we are reſtored by the purchace of Chriſt, and the 
great Incongruity that there is between continging in Sin 

that Hope, We expect to be wp r0..40 innume- 
rable company of Angels, to the bly of the firſt> 
born , to the Spirits of 'juſt Men made perfect, to Jeſus 
the Mediator of the new Covenant, to God the Judge 
of all, - Heb. 12. 22, &c. to be make like unto the Son 
of God, and to: be partakers 'of his-Son(hip, and In- 
hericance, 1 fohn 3. 2. To partake of his Spirit, to ſee 
the brightnels of the. glory of God in Chriſt : now all 
theſe are holy : how unſuitable a thing is it for a Man 
* that-hath his Hope ,.not to purife hiniſelf, even as he 
is pure?” x Fobn $; 3. This will teach a Man to beſpeak 
his Heart thus : * Is the Preſence of God thy Hope? 
* heis the Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, that is of purer Eyes 
*than to behold, or'to be beholden by any unclean 
*thing : If cherefore thou commit-Sin, thou liveſt be- 
* low thy Hope: either therefore let thy Hope be an» 
7 ſwerable to thy Life, or thy Life to thy Hope, A 
Leary m_ 
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We A ſerious Conſideration of the Preſence of the Greer, 
faſt and Powerful God : his Eyes run to and fro 
through the Earth; to behold the Evil and the Good, 
2 Chren, 16, 9g. He is acquainted with all my ways, 
Pal. 39.3. His Eyes are upanall che ways of the Chil- 
dren of Men, er. 32. 19.. The Hearts of Men, Prov, i5, 
11.-and all things are naked and manifeſt before him 
- with whom —_— to do: And dareſt thou fin be- 
fore the face of thy Judge, who ſees thee , and whole 
Power or Juſtice thou c2nſt not eſcape? this is (0 
rea a Control], thac were it ſoundly and deeply con- 
dered, it wauld- ſtifle even the firſt motions of fi 
and thereforeic is the great work of our own wicked 
Heart , eicher to gull chemſelves into a perſwaſion, 
that God ſecs not,./ob 22. 13. or elſe in plain Engliſh, 
to forbid him their Hearts : they ſay to God, De- 
part from vs, for we delire not the knowledge of thy 
Ways, /ob 22: 14. -» - 
4. A deep Conſideration of the Natwre and Conſe- 
= of $in':\ It is a Violation of a Righteous and Juſt 
w, the Law of a Juſt and Righteous God, 2 Law 
the conformiry:whereunto, is'the PerfeCtion and Bleſ- 
ſednels of the Creature : By this fin I loſe my Com- 
munion with 4ny Creator , and conſequently , Peace 
within my (elf: whiles I commit it, my fruition is but 
thort, and mingled with Fear , becauſe the end of it 
Death, is in ſome degree preſent with my Soul, and 
ſowers that tranſitory Content which I enjoy in its 
and whea it is finiſhed, it brings. forth Sorrow , and 
Shame, and Death-: and if thar'Sorrow-end in Reper- 
rance, yet the bitterneſs of that Sorrow overwe 
the Pleaſure that-I had in its commilſon , and accor 
to the meaſure of the delight I had in my fin, ſo, 
much more is the meaſure of my forrow in Ing 
and yer for all this, that Peace, which I had formerly 


with my God and my Conſcience, very bardly reco- 
veredi; 
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-yered; and God, though he: s my fin," yet ci- 
'ther nor 4 all; or not , truſting tne with that 
ataſure 6f Communion with him , which T formerly 
"enjoyed and abuſed, But if the Torrow of R 
"wait fot upoh ty (in, a worſe forrow attends it : the 
fi is paſt, ard 10 is the contentment, bur the ſtorm 
thit attends it,” is Everlaſting: the 1ofs of the hi 
'God's love, the loſs-of 4n' Prerha hal weight of Glory, 
the terrible appefrance of an angry God, cloathed with 
%s rguch Terror, as Juſtice provoked , Patience abuſed, 
aid Mercy contemned by a moſt indebted Creature, 
can aſſame. And this Terror ſhaken into the moſt 
tender and ſenlible parts of the Soul by the hand of 
/OmHiporence it ſelf , and that'unto all Eternity,” when 
my Life ſhall be fall of nothing bar the preapprehen- 
fions of my fature miſery , my death , the terrible, 
Inexorable,” and inevitable paſſage to it : Shall 1 then 
if madly prize the farisfying of a baſe, apr ing Luſt 
' for a feaſon® thus throw away my ; my. Happi- 
nes, my ſelf, when the thing it ſelf is ſo baſe and 
tranſitory, and the wages ſo ſad and diſmal? It ſhall be 
my cate to avoid, to fubdue, to crucifte that, which as 
cannot fatishe, fo it will certainly rorment and ruine 
me. And-fince-Ifmd my Lufts robe ſo-eafily actuated 
into Sin by 'evety Tempration, T ſhall by the Grace of 
God, as avoid the latter , ſo keep a tri hand over 
the former 5 and ir ſhall be my hourly care to ranſack 
mnd exatnine, and fearch my Heart , what is moulding 
there, and-to 'Cletnfe and waſh'ic from its pollations; 
or at leaſt to tringle my Tears atid Sorrows with them, 
that ſo they may be weary of my Heart, or my Heart 
of chem. . 'Bur, Lord, ho anderftandeth the errors of his 
life ? Cleanſe thon*me from my ſecret fins, and keep thy ſer- 
wart from preſhomptuons fins, Pſal, 19, 12. 

5. Frequent Conſiderations of the Shortneſs of Life : 
the Lord hath given me a great 7k to do, to work ' 
| out 
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out my falvatioa with. fear and trembling : and the 
Time wherein I have to do it, i in this Life, and that 
but a ſhort and an uncertain Life ; the great Enemies 
to my. Soul, are the Luſts of my Fleſh, and of m 
Mind , which fight againſt my Soul : If the work: 
be not done in my Lite-time , the Door is ſhuts and 
who knows whether this or that Sin: which I am now 
about to commit, may not be concluded with 
Life? and then in what a caſe am 1? how ſhall 
appear. before the Holy and Eternal God with the 
ſtain of that fin upon me ? or if he prolong my 
' days, yet who knows whether he will not ſeal up my 
Soul with impenitency ? If my Luſt oven upon me 
now , it gathers ſtrength, and vexeth Spirit, which 
muſt only enable me for the future, to repent and re- 
fiſt itz and if I ger the Victory over the conteſtations 
of the Spirit of God, my Conqueſt ends in my own 
Miſery and Slavery. It may be, | have over-matched 
and ſtifled the Perſwaſions of the Spirit of God , of 
- that Lighict which he hath ſer up in my Conſcience, 
that did ſting me in[the midſt of my Cariere after m 
Luſts, and mingled them with bitcerneſs to my dif. 
content, and now I =_u ue my. Deſires without in- 
terruption : yet when I remember that Death is at my 
heels, and will overtake me before I can overtake my 
- Contentment in the things I purſue z that if I oyer- 
live a ſudden unexpeRted Death, yer the Harbingers 
of Death, Sickneſs, or Age, cannot. be far off, and 
either. of theſe, as they will take off the edge of .my 
Purſuit, and fruitions of my Luſts, and render them 
inſipid,ſq they will thereby give leiſure and pores 
fy to me to caſt up the Accounts of my paſt Life, and 
nd therein nothing but Vanity and UngroGunongyy 
Time, that might have been improved to Eternity, 
irrecoverably loſt in thoſe Purſuits, that have left no 


footſteps of Content in my Soul, but inſtead 
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2 bruiſed and wounded Conſcience a diſpleaſed and 
nangy Gor , an infinite Happineſs offered and fold 
for a ugproficable and periſhed} Pleaſures and 
Luſtsz when 1 ſhall find an infinite Guile contracted, 
2 Soul clogged with a cuſtom. of ſin, a Body now, 
ready to drop into diffolution , a great work to do; ro# 
make the Peace of my Soul 3- a God: by whoſe only 
ſtrength I can do it , hiding himſelf and his influ« 
ence from me, and Death by his haGy and churliſh 
Officers, till ready to ſeize me , to carry me off, with- 
out regard to the iniportunity and concernment of 2 
little longer time : ſuch thoughts as theſe, will work 
__ a Man to keep a over himſelf, over his 
Fleſh, over his Luſt, while it is called to day, not.co 
harden the Heart , to give all diligence to make our 
Calling and Election ſure 3 to get Oyl in the Lamp, 
to break off the courſe of fin, to cleanſe our hearts, 
to improve this little portion of time to our beſt_ad+ 
vantage; for Death will come, and after that, Judge- 
. ment. Lord, ſo teach ns to number our days , that we may 
apply our hearts unto wiſdom, 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Meditation of the Unreaſonableneſs of the Domis 
nion of Loſt. 
6. A SAD and yp Conſideration of the Unrea: 
ſonableneſs and Unbecomingneſs of the Power and 
Dominion of any Luft upon a Man. And this, thoy 
| it be a moral Conſideration, is of good uſe for the 
mortifying of our Luſts. S. Pas/ divides our Luſts into 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, and the Lufts of the Mind : 
Epheſ. 2. 3. S. folm tells us, that all that is in the World, 
is the Luft of the Fleſh, the Laſt of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life, 1 John 2. 16. Our of both theſe, ye 
ay ivide the Enemies of our Soul within vs ,. into 
theſe Diviſions, | 

1. Tf; which is nothing elſe, but the immoderate 
and inordinate atings of the Appetite, either beyond 
that meaſure it ought to be, or upon thoſe Objedss it 
ought not to be. And this either 

1. In the Rational Appetite; thoſe are the Luſts of 
- to ve Appetite 3 thoſe again 

1, In the Luſts of the Fleſh. 
2, The Luſt of the Eyes. . 

2. Pride, in an overvaluing of our ſelves in the 
fruition of choſe things we have thus purſned. 

Now we ſhall a ſrele conſider ; how far forth any 
of theſe do hold a diſproportion , even with right 
Reaſon. | 

1. The Luſts of the Mind, The great Deſire of the 
Mind, is that of Knowledge , an Appetite that God hath 


_— 
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put into the Soul of Man, and fo a thing beautiful and 
: But this very Deſire of Knowledge , becomes 

2 Luſt of the Mind, when either it is miſplaced .ia 
_ of his Objects; thus {4dew's delire of Know» 
ge of Good and Evil, became a Luſt : or when a&- 
ed beyond its proportion : The chiefeſt Obje& of our 
Love, ought to be the chiefeſt obje&t of our Know« 
ledge, and conſequently of our defire-of Knowledge; 
= - that is only God : and he is to be known, and con« 
— we ought to deſire to know him, as he hath 
revealed himſelf in his Word, in his Works, by 


' his Spiric. When either therefore we deſire to know; 


even in things pertaining to God, beyond what we 
ought to know , as the Counſels of his Will, 
into the Ark; or when we defire to know thi 

an inferiour nature with an over-intenfive deſire, which 
is only due ro God; our want of —_ in the for- 
mer, and our want of Moderation in the latter , turns 
our defire of Knowledge into a Luſt of the Mind, 'or 
when a&ed without his due End : Good , and the 
fruition of it, is the great and final object of the Soul, 
and as the Acts of the Underſtanding are preparatory 
to the Will, ſo Knowledge , and the defire of it, is, 
or ſhould be, preparatory to the fruition of ſame 
Good, farther and beyond the bare ſpeculative Know- 
ledge of ir : If it were' poſſible for a Man truly to 
know God without the Love of him, and the ſenle of 
his Love to the Soul, a defire of ſuch a Knowledge, 
though I dare not term it a Luſt of the Mind, yet it 
is ſuch a deſire, as is not rightly qualified. To defte 
to know a thing fit to be known , meerly becauſe I 
would know it; Ir is but a Luſt- of the Mind, and 
ſuch a Knowledge as only pufferh up. Now any Man 
may rationally . conclude , that ſuch deſires of 'thz 
Mind as theſe, are even condemned of Reaſon it ſelf, 
a irregular and uſeleſs : Ic is true, that whatſoever $ - 
| 0 
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o_ of our Knowledge, may be an objec of 'our- 
delire of Knowledge , if not forbidden by him that 
pave the Powers if ated with Moderation and So- 

rietys if ſabordinared to that deſire which I have, or ' 
fhould have to that great obje&t of my Knowledge : 
Bur for a Man to ſpend his choiceſt hours and thoughts, 
and m_— upon unneceſſary , periſhing, uſeleſs ob: 
eas; Reaſon it ſelf will conclude, as the Preacher 
would have the covetous Man, Eccleſ. 4. 8; For what 
do I labour, and bereave my ſonl of good ? 

And as thus in the Intellectual — there are 
Luſts of the Mind , To are there in the Rational Ap. . 
petite, the Will and Aﬀetions : The Paſſions in the Soul 
re natural ro it, and therefore naturally good: there- 
fore want of natural Aﬀe&ion, is a thing condemned 
in the old World, Rem; 1. 31. But when theſe Aﬀe- 
tions are acted beyond their natural end and uſe, they 
become corrupt and putrified, and ſo Luſts of the 
Mind. And this is ſeen in either Faculty , Iraſcible 
and Concupiſcible: and by how much the more ſpi- 
ritual they are; by fo much the more deviliſh and hurt: 
ful, and yet condemned by ſound Reaſon. 

The Paffion of Avger was planted in the Mind , and 
1s good, when acted upon a right obje&, and in a due 
meaſure, Epheſ, 4. 26; But this Pafſion being over- 
aged, it becomes putrified , and a Luſt of the Mind: 
it then turns into Malice, to Envy : The Spirit that is 
in us luſteth after Emy, Jam. 4. 5. into deſire of Re- 
venge : and thus Luſt conceiveth upon this Paſſion of 
the Soul, and bringeth forth Sin: Now all theſe are 
evidently againſt right Reafon 3 Becanſe even ſound 
Reaſon teacheth us, to love all that is good Every 
Being hath in it felf a goodneſs, and doth natus 


rally -challenge our Love; and therefore ro deſire 


the deſtruction of any Being is _ the io 
ets Or More OW 
degree 


ard Rule of Reaſon ; or to deſire a 
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degree of Being to ic than it hath, It is true, there 
may be ſome irregularity in it, which I may and muſt 
hate : Bue when my hatred 1s ih-che” concrete, and 
takes in the Being of any thing which is good ; 45 
' well as that which I conceive an relay within 
the compals of it , as is.in all Malice and; Revenge ; 
then is my Paſſion miſ-acted, cofrupred, and proves 
2 luſt of the Mind. Suppoſe a Man hath done me 
an extteam injury, and intends to continue it, right 
Reaſon will diſcriminate *between the Man” afid his 
Fault; and whiles it is angry with the Man; yet it 
hates him not3 it will hate the Injuftice of the Man, 
and deſtroy that , bur not the Man: it, may be he 
hates me without a cauſe; his Fault cannot. juſtihe 
mine: God hath given him a Being, and. i the only 
Lord of it; and that Being of his is good, and de- 
ſerves my Love to preſerve it 5 his offence is the 
only objet of my hatred, and cannot give me a 
Commiſſion to deſtroy the Subje&. Ir is'trie ; that 
in order to my preſervation, I may do ſach a thing 
25 may be prejudicial to him that hates me, with 
ſuch moderation , that the evil I do him, muſt not 
exceed the evil that otherwiſe I might ſuffer by him 
for this is agreeable to right Reaſon : Byt this mult 
be without the leaſt grain of Revenge, ſo much as 
in my thought; For all Revenge hath jn it fothe- 
what of Irregularity : The great God, to whom Ven- 
eance alone belongs, Rm. 12. 19. that is abſolute 
rd of his Creature, and therefore can owe hint 
nothing, yet ! q wrap not by way of Revenge , as 
a party injured, but by way of Juſtice, as the ſupream 
Judge, that inflited that Penalty that __ annexed 
to his righteous Law when he gave it i Nothing that 
one Creature could do to another could be faid to be 
Unjuſt , were ir not that it is againſt the Law of 
this ſuprean Law-giver and Judge; and therefore 
h X Retridu- 
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Retriburjon jh me that” atm injured , is an at of Re- 
venge, it God an act of his Juſtice: and _ when he 
inflicts his Puniſhment, 'though in reſpe& of oe, that 
ſuffered, 3c 1s, bis Revenge, yet in reſpec of his Law 
thar is broken, it is but his own Juſtice, 

The Zifts of the Fleſh There are certain Natural 
Propenſions in us for the preſervation of out tempo- 
ral wy and kind; thoſe are planted in; our Nature 
by the God of Nature, as well as in the nature of ſen- 
ſitive Creatures, and are in themſelves good , when 
. acted according to that Rule which God hath given 
unto us. Thoſe Rees are ſuch as either are adequate 
to the Senſitive Nature, viz. That they ſhould be 
acted with due proportion, and to the end for which 
they are ſo implanted in our Nature: or ſach as are 
applicable to them in reſpect of that higher degree of 
Being, that is in our Nature, viz, that Y ſhould be 
acted with ſubordination. to the diate of right Rea- 
fon : And when either of theſe fail, even theſe natu- 
ral Propenſions do become Luſts of the Fleſh, and 
fight againſt the Soul 3 for they are not 4n their place, 
and conſequently breed a diſorder in the Soul. Thus 
is caſte. £0- be ſeen in the conſideration of both of 
theſe defefts: The Appetite of Eating and Drinking 
is no Luſt ,, but a Propenſion incident to our Nature, 
for the Prefervation of the Compoſitum : But when a 
Man ſhall- a& it beyond its due proportion , eat or 
drink to Exceſs; or when a Man ſhall uſe it to 4 
wrong End; to eat or drink, becauſe he will eat and 
drink, placing the end of his Appetite in the uſe of 
it 3 now he tranſgrefſerh the firſt Rule, he makes his 
Belly his God; and his Appetite becomes a Luſt, 
Again, if 2 Man ſhall give way to his Appetite, though 
in a due proportion , or to a due end, yer if upon 
rational Circumſtances a greater Good ſhall be there: 
by, loſt, or a greater Evil thereby incurred, _ 
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this Appetite becothes a Luſt, becauſe it is our of 
its place , and wants its due ſubordination to right. 
Reaſon; as when my egting ot drinking ſhall ſcanda- 
lizemy weak Brothet, for wtiom Chriſt died,  Cer.10.. 
28. and thereby bring a greater loſs to. him , than. 
good to my ſelf. Again, if eicher the Providential 

ſpenſarion of God , or his Command, be againſt. 
it, it makes the exerciſe of chac Appetite to become 
a Luft, becauſe ic wants that ſubordination to righ 
Reaſon 3 for it is the moſt uncontrollable Principle 
df Reaſon, ro bear an univerſal ſubjefion to the Com- 
mand and Will of God : Thus when God by the 
courſe of his Providence, called to faſting, then to 
md ſlaying of Oxen and killing of Sheep, the-Ap- 
petire becomes a Luſt. Again, when God forbad 
the eating of the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, of 
Good and Evit, then Adam's eating becomes a Luſt, 
and conſequently, a ſnare unto him ; for his ſenſitive 
Appetite was out of 'its place , it ſhould have.been 
ſubordinate to his Reaſon , but-it was above it.. And 
theſe Exceſles of the fleſhly Aſpetic are expreſſed 
by ſeveral Expreſſions in the, Word of Truth: ſow- 
ing to the Fleſh, Galat. 6, 8, * making proviſion for 
the Fleſh, Kow. 13. «it, warring after the Fleih, 
2 Cor, IO. 3. walking aſcer che Fleſh , Rom, 8, 2; 
z Pet, 2, 10, viz. when a Man makes it his Buſinzls 
to ſtudy che defires of his fleſhly Appetite, and to 
fulfil it: And the diſorder chat is wrought in the Soul 
by this mifplacing of the ſenſual Appetite, Ephe/. 4. 
T9, Who beiut paſt feeling , have grven themſelves wer to 
lafeivieuſneſs, to work all zncleanneſs with greedineſs, 
Galat, 5, 17, The Fleſh luſting againſt the Spitir, 
I Pet, 2, 11. Fleſhly Lufts warring againſt the Soul, 
Rom, 1. 2.4. given over to vile Aﬀections, Rom. 6, 
19, yielding your members ſervants to uncleannels, 
Rem, 7, 13, A Law in 2 warring yu 
Mb X 3 che 
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the Law of the Mind , and bringing it into Captivity. 
Ic is a fad thing for any Man to think, that ſuch a 
diſorder ſhould be in the Soul , that the nobler part 
born to rule, ſhould be a Captive and a Slave to the 
. inferiour part of Man; much more when that noble 
part ſhall become a willing Vaſſal, and Proftitute to 
that part of Man,which is no higher than a Beaſt; and 
notonly ſo, but improve its own ne To, Skill, 
and Power to e that part of our Nature below 
a ſenſitive Creature. The Beaſts, as hath been ob- 
ſerved before, though their ſenſual Appetite be their, 


higheſt Faculty , and ſo moves not mn a ſubordina- 
tion to any higher Power , yet they move conform- 
able to the End, for which thoſe Propenſions were 
implanted in them : But when the ſenſual Aopatne 
in Man hath captivated his Reaſon , which 

be her guide and ruler, it is made the worſe by her 
Priſoner 3 and now its motions are not only abſolute, 


and without controll of Reaſon, excentrick to that 
oy natural Rule given to the motions of the ſame 
fenſirtive Appetite 1n the very Senfitives themſelves : 
And the reaſon is partly becauſe the Wiſdom of God 
hath given a kind of natural Law or Boundary to 
thoſe Propenſions in the Senfitives, becauſe they 
have no higher Power i them to regulate them z but 
ro Man he gave a higher Power to order and manage 
this ſenfual Appathe, which Power having loſt his 
fovereignty , the ſenſual Appetite doth not yp 
want his Bounds, bur alſo having corrupted and dit- 
placed that higher Faculty, is again corrupted by it, 
and made by her copy , and at length by Cuſtom, 
the reaſonable Soul becomes only an Inſtrument to 
contrive and execute the moſt exquiſite ſatisfaction it 
can for thoſe Luſts of the Fleſh. 
Now as any Man that hath ſo much command of 
+ his Mind; as a little to call ic off from this drodgetys 
| ca 
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cannot chuſe but conclude the extream unktneſs and 
uncomelineſs of ſuch a tranſpoſition of his Faculties; 
{o when it pleaſeth God to open our Eyes , that we 
can ſee the ſtate and frameof our Minds and Souls, as 
once the Prophet's Servant's Eyes were opened to 
ſee that better fight of the heavenly Hoſt, we ſhould 
ſee more confuſion , —_—— and diſorder in our 
Souls , more cruelty , miſchief, and filthineſs , by 
reaſon of the rule of thoſe Luſts within us, than 
if we ſhould ſee the Slaves of a once well-governed 
City in a Rebellion, maſteting their Lords, and ma- 
king them ſerve to their baſeſt Commands , rifling 
their Treaſures , burning their Habications, and turn- 
al places, Orders and things into ruine and con- 
10n. And therefore the ſtudy of the reducing 
theſe Rebels to their former ſubjecion, even by ſtrict 
fverity and diſcipline, which is the Buſineſs of Morti- 
tion, cannot chuſe but be a moſt rational Work. 
' Now from this diſorder, that ariſeth in the Soul 
by the Old Man, which is nothing elſe but the in- 
verting and diſplacing of thoſe powers and motions 
of the Creature, from that beautiful and conformable 
Place and Order, wherein God had once ſet them, 
proceed all thoſe enormities and confuſtons that are 
in the World, 7ames 4. 1. From- whence come wars 
and fightings among you ? come they not hence , even of your 
lfts that war in your members ? Luſt hath made a diſ- 
order and tumult within , and there it cannot reſt 
long, but works the like without alſo. God hath ſer 
every thing in his place and. order , and bounded it 
with certain Limits and Rules; and as long as they 
keep wichin their Places , Orders and Rules , thete 
1s Beauty and Concordance with it ſelf, and other 
things z but when that Order and Rule of things is 
broken, then follows Confufion and Deformity z and 
&the things {o diſplaced _ with other things, 
#3 rat 
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that .are in their Places and Orders , ſo thoſe muſt 
needs diſagree with them z much more muſt thingsthar 
are out of their Places and Orders diſagree one wi 
another. When a Man over-maftered by any Luſt, 
meets with another Man over-maſtered with the 
ſame, or any other Luſt, there muſt needs be a diſcord 
berween them: theſe are the Works of the Fleſh ag 
extra, Gal. 5. 19. | dw 
2. The Zuſt of the Eyes. The wiſe Man tells us, 
The Eze is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, Prov. 27. 20. Fc- 
cleſ 1.8, And this is natural to the capacity of that 
ſenſe, and may be uſefyl : But that which is princis 
pally meant by this Luſt, is the over-eager proſecu- 
rion of ſuch Objects, as are moſt delightful ro the 
Eye, viz, of Wealth, which is Covetouſneſs; and 
of Honour, or High Place, which is Ambition ; 
Theſe two Lufts are proſecuted upon a double 
ground : 1. As things pleaſing to our fight 3 inſo+ 
much that the Wiſe Man concludes , that the great- 
eſt good in the moſt ſubſtantial of them , is the be- 
holding of them with the Eyes of the Owner, Ec+ 
cleſ. 5. 11, But this is not all, for we ſee even in 
blind Men, the ſame delire of Wealth and Glory; 
as in others. ' Therefore, 2. A miſtaken Over-va- 
luation of them, as things of the _ abſolute uſe 
and ſafety : The natural Man makes "i mſelf, as he 
is conſtituted in this Life, his chiefeſt End; and ac- 
cording as the ſeveral judgments and diſpoſitions of 
Men, they take up ſeveral ways for the improve- 
ment, or ſecurity , or pleaſure of their temporal Be- 
ing here: the Voluptuous Man , the Covetous Man 
the Revengeful Man, the Ambitious Man , have all 
one End; viz. Self : But Self diſcovers ir ſelf ſeveral 
ways, according to the ſeveral Diſpofitions and Prin- 
Ciples that are in thofe ſeveral Men: Wealch and 
Honour, they ate the Bleflings of God, and on 


CHrar, KVI. and of. our Selves. 311 


cellent uſe to our preſent ſubſiſtence , and may be 
deſired and endeavoured. for with ion, in 
ordet to -our preſervation, poſterity, and ſafety : 
Bat then it becomes a Luſt, when chey are over- 
valued , and opleenry Gre eagerly proſecuted ; 
and then by degrees the is {0. captivated with 
it, and habituated to it , that as he p his Feli- 
city in his temporal: Being here, ſo he placeth the (e- 
curity, ſtrength, and life of this Felicicy in his Hagour 
or Wealthz and ſo makes it his God, Colif;, 3, 5, 
For as it is ageaable to our corrupt Nature, to make 
that our Idol, wherein, or whereby we find the 
greateſt ſenſible good conveyed to us , be it an Oni- 
on, or a Calf, or a Crocodile, as was the ule of the 
Feyptiansz ſo if we once exceed thoſe Bounds of Mo- 
deration , which we ought to bear towards any ſen- 
fible good, it believes an Idol ; far it takes away 
part of that Portion of Love and Duty , which we 
owe to God, Prov. 18, 10, 11, The ſame that God 
is to a Man that is righteous, the ſame doth a co» 
vetous Man make his Riches, viz. his ſtrong City, 
It is impoſſible , bur Man mult needs find himſelf a 
depending Creature upon ſomewhat without him z 
he cannot live without Meat, Drink , Cloathing, 
IopPorr againſt Injuries, Violence, and Want , he 
hath Joſt the Knowledge of God, upon whom in 
truth his dependance is , and therefore faſtens upon 
that which 1s moſt viſibly in his way for his ſupport, 
Riches and External Power : and this he concludes 
and reſolyes ro compals per fas & nefas , even through 
the deſtruction and blood of thoſe that ſtand in his 
way : And having attained to ſome convenient pro- 
portion, yet partly through the emprine(s and de- 
ceitfulneſs of the Obje&t , which we purſue , partly 
trough the infariableneſs of that Luſl , which we 
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endeavour to' ſatisfie , we reſt not in the purſui 
thongh ave grow ſecure in the enjoyment. Sow!, thoy 
haſt much laid up, 8. Lncke 12. 19, And thus this 
Luſt robs God of that, which is moſt due and deg 
unto him , our Dependance and our Love; fo that 
it is impoſſible to ſerve them both, Zeke 16. 13. 7 
Cannot ſerve God and Mammon, For that, which a Man 
moſt values, will be ſure to have moſt of his Heart, 
Aatth. 6:21. Now if there were the true Know- 
ledge of God in our Hearts, this Luſt would die | 

it ſelf : if a Man conſiders, that this Life confiſlet 
not in'the multitude of the things we enjoy, Luke 12, 
T5. That 'our heavenly Father , who knoweth our 
wants, requires us to caſt our Care upon him, 
Matth, 6. 33." 1 Pet. 5. 7. That Promotion cometl 
not from the Eaſt, nor Weſt, but it is God that ſer- 
teth up one, and caſteth down another, P/al. 75. 7, 
That he giveth all Creatures their Meat in due ſea- 
ſon, Pſal, 145.15, That except he build the Houle, 
they labour in vain that build it, P/al. 127. 1. That 
he hath commanded us to caſt our Burdens upon him, 
2nd'he 'will ſuſtain us, P/al. 51. 22. to commit our 
ways unto the Lord, and truſt in him , and he ſhall 
bring*it to paſs, Pſal. 37. 5. that Riches are' his 
Gift, and commands us to truſt in the Giver, not tlie 
(Gift, 2 Tim. 6. 17, that though he give the poſle(- 

tion of 'whar' we deſire, he can deny the fruition of ' 
what we poſſeſs , Eccleſ. 2,24, That a Man ſhould 
enjoy good in his Labour, is the gift of God, Fc- 
cleſ. 4.19, He can pou us Quails, but with it can 
ſend leanneſs into the Soul, P/al. 106. 15, and can 


increaſe the Wealth to the Owners hurt , Eccleſ. z 
13.' That itis not the Bread I eat, but the Word, 
the Commiſſion of God to his Creature, that mair- 
tains my Life, 'Zatth, 2, 4. 'He can make holes in 
CaO an. 7. | ' SY our 
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our Bags, and blow upon our Labours, Had. 1. 6, 
9. That he will withhold no good thing from them 
that fear him, Pſa/. 84. 11. Pſal. 35. 10. Though 
Men of low degree are Vanity , yet Men of high 
degree are a Lie and therefore chough Riches in- 
ceaſe , yet he hath commanded me not to ſet my 
Heart upon them, P/al. 62. 9, 10. Theſe, and the 
like Conſiderations, deeply digeſted , will make a 
Man to carry a looſe affe&tion and purſuit of Riches 
or Honour , and put the Soul upon ſuch Reſolutions 
and Contemplations as theſe : * O Lord, thou haſt 
* brought me into this World, wherein is great va- 
*riety of all thingsz and I ſee the men of this World 
* hunting and purſuing after Wealth , and Honour, 
*2nd Power, and making it the buſineſs of their 
fLivesz and in this-their purſuit often diſappoint- 
© ments 3 and if ſucceſsful, yer full of anxiety z and if 
*they attain any meaſure of what they purſue, yet, 
* are ſtill unſatisfhed in what they have attained 3 and 
Fn. conſider not that there is a Lie in their righe 
*hand : and what Profit hath he that laboureth for 
* the Wind? A Wind that may ſivell and torment, 
* but not ſatisfie the Soul: And it is evident, that 
* oftentimes, though'thy Providence ſucceed their De- 
*{ires and Ambitions, fo that they ſeem to have rolled 
* up their Stone almoſt to the top of their Wiſhes ; 
* yet the encounter of, it may be, a ſmall, and ſeem- 
*ingly inconſiderable Circumſtance tumbles all down 
f again, if not to-their ruine, yet to their vexation 
*and diſappoitatment. © And thus we walk in a vain 
* ſhadow, and difquiet our ſelves in vain, :and ſpend 
*that ſtock of Time'; and Life, and Strength, and 
: Cm—_ in unprofitable, unſatisfattory Labour, 
*till the Night overtakes us, and then whoſe ſhall 
Fall theſe things be? Zuke 12, 20, Bleſſed be th 

: Name ,"that in the'midſt of all this variety, thot 
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oTAnY yer ual which we are careful and troy- 
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bles, . yer thou halt ſhewed us, that there is one thir 
—_ Lake 10. 42. and haſt ſhewed us what 
; is, and how t9 attain it : and this ſhall be the great- 
elt Buſineſs of any, becauſe of greateſt Conſe. 
* quence, to work out my Salyatian with fear and 
* rembling, Phil, 2, 13, To give all diligence tg 
* make my Calling and Election ſure, 2 Pet. 1. 10, 
*That when the terrible Cry of Death and Judgment 
* thall come, I jmay have Oyl in my Lamp, © 
©*the Door be t, and may be able to give my 
* Lord an account of my Stock . with Comfort and 
© Toy.” : It js true, the condition of my Nature ſtands 
©1n need of outward lupplice for my defence and pre- 
* ſervationz and the wiſe Diſpenſation of thy Pro- 
; eogce, *. it hagh me On our FeagOn on 
rth , with things uſeful for our image z 
Maes hath made Induſtry and Diligence the way to at- 
tain them: he that will not labour, let him not 
© eat :- and the ſame Wiſe and Bountiful Hand 
© hath not only-furniſhed our way with ſupplies for 
* our neceſſity, but with proviſions for-our delight : 
©T will therefore diligently go on in that courle, 
* wherein thy Providence hath caſt me; for it is the 
* travel thou haſt given me to be exerciſed withall, 
© Feeleſ. 3. 10, But I will not make this the End, 
* the Buſineſs of my Life 3 The one hing neceſlary 
* (hall be always in my Eyez and that it may be 
© continually my Work, I will endeavour to improve 
*even my worldly yay. pO into a ſpiritual , by 
© doing it in Obedience to the Command of God, and 
© that Order which he hath ſet in the World ; by 
© walking conſcionably in it, as in the preſence of 
* God by caſting my Care upon him, nothing ſoli- 
* citous concerning the ſucceſs , bur leaving it to bim 
* that governs all things 3 by obſerving the pallages 
TH" * of 
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* of his Wiſdom, Mercy , and Power, in the paſ- 
* ſages and oceefſe, of tes by recumbence and reft- 
*:ng upon his Promiſe for a ſubſiſtence , P/al. 37. 3. 
*Farily thaw fhals be. fed by my Patience and Cori- 
* tentedneſs with whatſoever ition he ſhall caſt 
* me inco, and 2a _chearful Reſignation of my felf ir- 
*2o his bands, who, hath given. me Chriſtz and how 
*ſhall he-not with him give me all things elſe? If he 
*is pleaſed to ſtraiten my Condition, and make 
(9 Labours unſucceſsful, and feed me with Bread 
*of Affliction, and Water of AﬀMidtion; yet if he 
* afford me the Light of his Countenance ,: the aſfſu- 
france of his Favour, the pardon of my Sins , the 
*faund hope of Eternity , bleſſed be his Name : In 
*the midſt of my Exigences, I ſhall learn with the 
*Prophet Hab. 3. 7. Although the fig-tree ſhall - not 
* bloſſom , neither ſhall fruit be in the vines , the labour of 
* the olive ſhall fail , and the field ſhall yield no meat, &C. 
get I will rejoyce in the Lord ,- I will joy in the God of 
. * my ſalvation : | ſhall learn with 44/er, to eſteem 
*the reproach of Chriſt, greater Riches than the 
*Treaſures of Egypt, Heb. 11. 26, I ſhall improve 
*my Neceſſities and Exigences, to take off my Soul 
* from the over-greedy purſuit of theſe Inferiours, to 
*eſtabliſh and ſettle my Heart in the hope of chac 
© eternal weight of Glory , the Contemplation and 
* ExpeRatioa whereof, 1s able to ſwallow up the 
cFNmanrany Sufferings , as well as Pleaſures of this 
* Life, with fob 14. 14. to wait till my change come, 
*ro: magnifie the Mercy and Bounty of my Lord, 
*who, whites my fins deſerve the loſs of all, is plea- 
*{d ro continue unto me that which is beſt, and 
*makes my Wants not ſo much the Puniſhment, 
*az-the Cure of my Sin : and though he brings me 
*into a Wilderneſs, yet there he ſpeaks comfortably 
*£0-me : I ſhall karn to make his Will, che aneles 
rs | wakes "Th - 
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* of mine own : and whiles I remember that he is 
*the abſolure Lord of his own Creature 3 that he 

* manageth 'and ordereth all the Events and Con- 
© currences in the World, by a moſt Wiſe and moſt 
* Righteous Providence ; that he feeds the young 
© Ravens when they cry , Creatures that need a libe- 
* ral ſupply , and yet have no means to procure it; 
©that he is pleaſed to reveal himſelf in his Word'an- 
*ro me in ſuch terms, as are moſt comprehenfive 
« + Power = _ gal w_ _ to _ U 
* him patiently , cheartully , and dependingly : It it 
© be his Pleaſure to enlarge his hand, I (ball thank- 
* fully receive it, as a free addition if not , yet I 
* will not change my Wants, my Neceſlities , my 
* Scorns, accompanied with the Favour of God, nor 
© ſell the leaſt degree of the Light of his Countenance, 
* for all the Supplies of Glory and Abundance, that 
© Heaven and Earth can afford. If I can but ſay upon 
* ſound grounds , the Lord is my Portion , Pal. 16, 
*5. Like the Tree that Moſes caſt into the Waters 
* of Merah, Exod. 15. 23. It makes thoſe bitter 
* Waters (ſweet, and puts more Joy in my Heart, than 
* in the time that their Corn and their Wine increa- 
© ſed, Pal. 4. 6. 

- © But if it pleaſe him, together with the Light of 
© his Countenance, to give me a competency of Ex- 
* ternals, to feed me with Food convenient for me, 
* with Agar, Prov. 30. 8, though with David, Pſal. 23, 
* my Cup runs not overs yet if the Lord be the 
* Portion of my Cup, P/a. 16. 5. O Lord, ſhouldeſt 
*.thou _ me all things, even neceſlary for my pre- 
* ſent ſubſiſtence z yet 1 have Portion enough in thy 
* Favour , and the: Light of thy Countenance, for 
* which I owe thee more than all the thankfulneſs and 
* {trengch of my Soul, and ſuch a Portion as would 
* þear up my Heart ig the midl(t of all my Exg__ 
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*When thy Son bore our Nature in the Fleſh, though 
© the ſence of thy Love ſupported him, yer he want- 
ed —_ | - "——— he became poor, that we 


ng be rich if it ſhall pleaſe God to add the Bleſſings of 
© his left caps co the Bleſſings of his right hand, ( as 
* rather than deny me the latter, I beſeech thee, give 
*me not of ci If he ſhall blek me in the Fruic 
© of my Body, my Ground, and command a 
*Blefling upon my Sr and all thar I ſer my 
unto, Dexz, 28. 4, 8. I will learn to ſerve the 
'Lord my God with jogtelaſss and gladne(s of Heater 
© for the abundance things, Lent. 28. 47. to 
* contemplate and bleſs that ag hand of God, that. 
iveth me power to get Wealth, Dex. 8.18, To 
Pr with more comfort and deli vght 1 upon that 
* Hand that gives, than in the very Bleſſing that is 
wen » ſet a m_ over that evil and deceitful 
of mine, that is able ro turn my Bleſſing into 
© my Snare; to beware, leſt when all that I have is 
© multiplied , my Heart be lifted up, and I forget 
* the Lord ar. od, Det. 8, 13, 44. To beware, leſt 
* when my Riches increaſe, I fer my Heart u 
:them, P/al. 62, 10, and truſt in uncercain Riches, 
© Tim. 6. 17. To remember that I am but 2 Fida- 
*clary, 4 Steward of them , they are not given me 
*to look upon, but to uſe them, as one that muſt 
ive an account of chem; to watch over my (elf, 
t I uſe them ſoberly, with moderation, and as in; 
Fo preſence , that I turn not the Grace and Boun- 
"ty of God into Exceſs, or Wantonne(s; to look: 
* upon all the Goodneſs, Comfort and Uſe 'of ons 
*25 flowing from the Bleſſing and Commiſſion, that 
\ God lends along with them, Zccleſ. 2. 24. That #: 
* man ſhould make his ſoul enjoy good in his labour, this alſo 
*1s from the hand of God; To beware that the multi- 
* plication 
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* plication of Bleſſings, do' not rob -my_ Creat6t '6f 
* one grain of that Love, Service, and Depetidafice, 
*that 1 owe unto hims-to carry a looke efibation to- 
* wards them; for it is infallibly true ; that whete 
* the Heart is truly {ef upon God ,' arid males him, 
©his Portion, it enables a- Man equally to | bear all 
© Conditions, becauſe the obje&'oF his Soul is: in- 
* mutable and invaluable, though his external Coti- 
* dition alter : an acceſſion of -Externals may . catry 

© up ſuch a Soul in a- more ſenſible apprehenfion' df 
*the Goodneſs of him; whom the Soul loves 3 it eay- 
*not- ſteal away one jot of that Love, which it owes 
©to che giver; 'the Creature it/ ſelf is of too low'a 
© value to diminiſh the Love to the-Creator : a Heart, 
that is rightly principled, cannot find any good ifrthe 
Creature, but-what he will derive from , and carry 
© to the object of his Love, | 

3. The Pride of Life : There are 'two- great Eres: 
Truths , ow if k ur rn Areieare __ cet, 
it puts a Man in a right frame and temper of Spirit in 
the whole courſe of his Life : _ | 

1. That there is an eflential- univerſal Subjeftian due 
from all Creatures to the will and Power of God: This 
is the ground of all rrue' Obedience, and all true 
Humility; which is nothing elſe, but a putting of the 
Mind-into- a Poſture and frame anſwerable to that 
Poſition , wherein -by Nature it is framed, a con+ 
mm oy the Mind:to the Truth and Station where- 
ih-it is ſet. 

(2.) That all Goodneſs, Beauty, and PerfeRion, 
1s:originally in God ,/ and nothing of-Good , Beauty, 
or Perfe&tion'is in any thing , but derivatively from 
him, according to that meafure , chat he is freely 

eaſed to communicate. This keeps the R_ 
4 continual Love of him, Dependance upon him, and 
Thankfulneſs unto him. | 'Þ9 
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' From the Ignorance of cheſt, is the ground of al 
the Pride in the World , which. is nothing elſe, 
2 falfe placing of the Mind in fach a Condition of 
Station , or the opinion of ſuch a Station , whetefrt 
in truth, he is not, and fo it diſorders the Ming :* it 
makes a Man , that is effentially fabordinare to 
God, and depending upon him; to place himſe 
2bove God, and to be independent upon him: Art 
though this falſe opinion cannot alrer his condition itt 
tuth.z for he that hath ſaid , My Will thall ſand , 
cannot be removed by the pride of tefiſtance of 
Mans yet as to the Man himſelf, 'it purs hit 
our of his place, and in the room 'of God: "A 
therefore above all other diſtempers of the Soul, this 
is the moſt hateful to God: for as the proud: Mart 
refiſterh God, and labours to get into his place; {o 
God refiſteth him, 1 Pet. 5. 5. Prov. 3. 24: And this 
Ignorance, or not full ſubſcription to thele two Truths, 
"a appear to be the foundation of all the Pride ir 
en. 
' 1, From the Ignorance of the former, of the ſub- 
jktion we owe to Ged , proceeds that Pride” that 
manifeſts ic ſelf in Rebellion and Difobedience pant 
God. God challengeth che ſabje&tion of our Wills to 
his, as juttly he may , and Man will have his own' 
Will take place, fer. 42. 14. No, but we will go into rhe 
land of Egypt. Luke 19. 14. We will net have this Mat 
to rule over us; And as among Men 5 Pride is the Mo-- 
ther of Contention, becauſe it puts a Man our of that 
pace, wherein he 153 and he doth conſequently put; 
imfelf in the place of anothet \ -and thence come 
Contentions 3 ſo from this Pride of Men, putting 
themfelves into the place of God, comes the conten- 
tion between God and man: He that hath ſaid; he 
will not give his Glory to ancther, will not give his 
Place to his Creature ; bye refifterh the proud * 00 
TT: : 10: 
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from this ignorance of that ſubjection we owe to 
God, proceeds that Haughtineſs and Arrogance which 
we find in the Spirits of Men, Exod. 5. 2. Who is t 
Lord, that I ſhould let the people go ? Job 21.15. What 
is the. Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve him ? Dan. 3. 15, 
Who is that God , that ſhall deliver you ont of my hand: ? 
This Ignorance was that which bred that haughty 
1n Nebachadnezzar, Dan. 4. 30. 1s not this great 
Babylen, &c. Till God by his immediate hand made 
him know , that he is able to abaſe them that walk 
in pride, bid. Verſe 37. And hence it is, that Men 
are compaſſed with Pride, as a Chain , when 
ſer their mouth againſt the Heavens, P/al. 7 3. 6, 9, 11, 
And this manifeſtation of Pride, is principally in the 
Will, becauſe it is the abſence of that ſubjedtion, 
Which we owe to his Will. 

2. From this want of the due knowledge of the 
ſubjeion, we owe to the Power of God, proceeds 
that Pride which evidenceth it ſelf in that vain 
Confidence and Security , which men put in cthem- 
ſelves, or thoſe other acceſſions of Friends , Wealth, 
Power, Policy, &c. Revel. 3. 17. 1 am rich, and ins 
creaſed in goods , and have need of nething, Luke 12. 17, 
And I will ſay to my ſoul, Soul, thou haſt much goods laid 
up for many years, take thine eaſe. Ia. 28. 14. When the 
over-flowing ſcourge ſhall paſs through , it ſhall not come 
near us , for we have made lies our refuge , and under 
falſhood, have we hid oxr ſelves, This was the ſpeech 
of the ſcornful Men of Ephraim, who had not Hu- 
mility enough to ſhelter themſelves under their Ma- 
ker, and yer had ſo much Baſeneſs of Spirit, as to 
make a Lie their Refuge and Security, 1/a. 3. 2. truſt 
in a ſhadows Yerſe'12. in opgeanns and perverſe- 
neſs, 1/a. 31. 1. in Horſes and Chariots, 1/a. 47. 7. 
T ſhall be a Lady for ever : I am, and there is none elſe be« 
fides me : to (ee the pride and arrogance of a h_ 


that knows not God , eyen/to;take upon it the ve- 
ſelf-ſufficiency of. God: himfelf,- *' Now. when. a 
Kerr ly knows the Fower of Gadz te ef 
e that events have upon 
him , how. eaſily , withobt the -interpoſinon! of his 
own immediate hand ,. -he cart -niianage ſome little 
inconfiderable Circumftance ;-to break and confound 
the moſt complicated and .twiſted Securitzes: that 2 
whole Nation can make- for it (elf z he will ſoon 
learn to. look upon all- theſe external eontributions 
to. Happineſs and Safery , as: vani . nothing , 
much leſs will he re any | confidence in 
And to break the Children of Men from this dei- 
fying themſelves, and the ſparks that they have 
kindled, 1/aiah 50. 11, God. doth moſt common- 
if, 2s I. may fay, ſet himſelf to blaſt and ſubvert 
e Refuges of Men , their Idols, with the moſt 
unlikely and improbable means , fob 5. 13, , He 
catcheth' the wiſe; even with their own crafiineſs, 1n- 
tavgles the Powerful by their own ſtrength z - or 
arms ſorne impotent , unexpeted Emergency , a 
nothing 5 in a moment- to ſhatter in | pieces what 
Men have been many Years or Ages:building up, 
and fortifying into a Confidence , with multipkicity 
of Supplies. | 
3. By the Ignorance of the latter , viz. That the 
Original of all Good is in, and from God, ariſeth 
that Haughtineſs and Elevation of Mind 4. that is 
m Men, when they find any thing in themſelves , 
or in what they have acquired, that is beautifu} or 
uſeful. When a Heart rightly. principled. meddles 
with ay ſuch thing , ic teacheth- him Thankful- 
Humility z he runs it up preſently to God, 
the Fountain and Original of al Good, and pives 
ou the grail of any' thing he finds Good in 
kf, concludes even in. ts meaneſt Good, 
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that he . finds, even-in' his Skill, it may be, in 
the loweſt Profeſſion; with 1ſaiah 28. 29. This alfa 
cometh forth from the Lord of hoſts, who is wonderful 
in counſel, and excellentc in: working : If he finds in 
himſelf an. induſtrious and ſucceſsful} Hand ,/ he” at- 
tribures this' to God:,..Drateronom, 8. 18, It is he 
that giveth: thee 'Power to: ger Wealth : If he finds 
himſelf advanced to ' any" Greatneſs or Honour, 
he acknowledgeth this ro be the Diſpenſation of 
God , - Pſalm 75." 7.) God is the frdge he putreth 
down one , and ſerteth up another : Tt he find a vico- 
rious and ſucceſsful Hand in War , he attributes it 
not to his own Sword , or his own Arm, P/al. 44. 
3. But thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light 
"Eh; countenance : If he find any Eminence of 
iſdom ; Knowledge, Counſel, Learning , till he 
remembers that it cometh down from the Father 
of Lights, 7-mes 1. 17. But the Ignorance, or 
want of Conſideration of this , is that which puf- 
fech up a'Man, by carrying that Glory, which is 
indeed due ro God, unto himſelf : A Man can- 
not have a little more Knowledge than he ſees in 
another , bur preſently it ſwells him, x Cor, 8. 1. 
he thinks higher of himſelf chan he ought to think, 
Rom, 12, 3. If he get a little Wealth, preſently 
he concludes, Dexteronom. 8, 17, My power, and the 
mipht of my hand , hath gotten me this wealth, If he 
hath been ſucceſsful in his Counſels, he preſently 
beſpeaks himſelf with the inſolent 4ſhrian, If. 10. 
13. By the ſtrength- of my hand have I done it , and 
ly my wiſdom , for I am prudent, And what a tru- 
ly wiſe Heart faith co God, Pſalm 21. 13, Be 
thou exalted in thy own. ſtrength", this proud Fool 
* fays to himſelf, and, ſo much as he can, makes 
himſelf God . ſtopping the: Current of that Gor 

at himſelf, which wou'd-naturally run utito 
a5 


- 
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25 the Rivers into the Sea 3 and thereby the Man 
fillech himſelf beyond. his proportion, . call he fur- 
feit upon that , which belongs not unto him : 
And therefore the Prophet well faith, Had. 2. 4. 
His ſoul, which it lifted ap, is not wpright in him; 
his Heart is out of his due place and: fitua- 
tion , and conſequently ;, as. he diſorders other 
things, ſo he ruines himſelf; for the eternal Witſ- 
dom and 'Goodneſs of Ged , doth communicate ' 
his Goodne(s. to every thing in that place and. 
fituation , which he hath appointed for it, and if 
the Heart get up above that place, which God 
hath appointed for it, it is no wonder, if it miſs 
of hi , by reaſon of its diſorder, and; 
with Herod , find his Vengeance for its Prefum- 
ption, 
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CHAP. XVIL.. 
Of Prayer. 


HUS far concerning the Mortification of onr 
- Lufts, by the help of Meditation 5 the next is 


Prayer. * 

God, as he is the Original of all Being, ſo he is the 
Fountain of all that Good, which is , or can be in 
the Creature: and this Goodneſs is derived to it from 
God by ſuch mearis as he hath appointed , and is 
moſt natural and ſuitable to the Creature. Man is 
eſſentially depending upon God, as well as other 
Creatures: here is the difference, other Creatures 
are placed in a greater diſtance from God , and there- 
fore he conveys his Goodneſs unto them by more 
mediate and inferiour means. Man, as he was cres- 
ted in a Perfe&ion nearer unto God ; even in his 
own Image, fo conſequently, in a nearer d 
relation unto him; and therefore, though all things 
are in their Nature dependant upon him, yet Man 
hath ability to know his Dependance ; and therefore 
not only to be dependent, but to be dependent upon 
him3 and therefore upon all occaſions might make 
his immediate Addreſs to God, to whom he was 
mmediately . ſubje&t. Now Prayer and Thankſgi- 
ving is nothing elſe, but the actual exerciſe of that 
Dependance we have upon God , P/al. 5o. 15. Call 
upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee , and 
thou ſhalt glorifie me, When Man begins to forget 
his Dependance upon God , he leaves him to him- 
ſelf; and being out of his way, ſome _"* 
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(bet emeers him 5 roy ig tne nb ors 
Way , ahd returns to ance again, prays 
God. Our Prayers are not of themſelves ; 
m7 1 —— nc goo lealure of God to 
ive uan9-is Creware al uuable good ,: whiles he 

15:ix ſuch a Station and Condition , 2s he requires of 
him.- That Station for a-Man is a continual actual 
upon God, which can never be withouc 
cable - | >< uh of the" whole -Soul--to his 
Will. ;Now. when the Heart is in ſuch a-frame of 
, it actually exerciſeth it in Prayer he 


engthens. 3 well as evidenceth his 


x to Bleſſing, 
Now: in — — to. this particular , viz, Hew 
cok becomes; a: means of our Mortification of thole ir- 


| <<" and Aﬀections it is upon a 


El ; Boe hereby the Soul —_ unto God 
anger and lc one Eres into that frame; a 
ce, and ſtation, which is-ptoper for 
{0o/gets:aboye theſe Luſts and L 
v1. hang about him: The very vicinity! to that 
FE nn ny <is 
impure. Angels 0 e UNPUrity, 
and ſo wr diſſolves them, or at leaſt' ſcatters and 
_ chem. - Hence Prayer is expreſſed by liſting 
Soul unto God, P/al. z5. 1. by coming into 
OED Pal. 95. 2. by drawing near unto 
fames 4. 8. an accels to the: throne of Grace. As 
when Adam had firſt departed from God by fin, he 
] hid himſelf from the preſence of God, Gen. 3.;8. 
ad therehyly, £ wb as in bi hr pt himſelf 
qut of a poſſibility of recovery z' ſo when a Maa again 
brings his Soul into the preſence of God (as an ac- 
cels -\ power js now given by Chriſt ) by that very 
Y 3 approaching 


326 Of the Knowledge of God,” Þ ano: I, 
approaching unto God he gets maſtery of thoſe Laſts, 
that did formerly ' drive him , and, as muchas they 
conld , keep him from God. And this"was-the very 
way of Perfection that God himſelf taught Alvabini 
Gen. 17: I, Walk-before me, and be thon a, | 
though the whole Converſation of a Chriſtian Man, 
ought to be in the preſence of God, and to-meafure 
all his thoughts and actions by their comehine(s,” or 
uncomelineſs in his ſight; yer Prayer is 'a bird 51 
cial purpoſed concentring of the Soul to-that By: 
fineſs.” 'And though, God knows, when -we come 
down fron the Mount again; oftentimes thoſe Laſts 
meet with-us,: and-renew acquaintance with us, which 
we left behind, when we went about this'ferit 
Buſineſs, fo that though we'have ended the Solem- 
nity , "we have yer 2 continual ufe of che Datyy'yet 
a frequent, a ſolemn, and ſerious-uſe of rhis-Dary 
interrupts a cuſtom of ſin , by degrees weakens the 
Old Man; and will in time, make a nels be- 
tween our Luſts and our Souls. ' And-let a-Manbe 
ſure of theſe two truths : That as he that''comes up- 
on his Knees with a ſecret Purpoſe tO hold Conſeds 
racy with any ſin, he ſhall be the worſe; the more 
dned', the more neglected by that God , which 
Tearcheth the Heart : If 1 regard iniquity in my Heart, 
thou wits not hear my Prayer : {0 whoſoever he be, that 
comes to his Maker in the integrity of his Heart, 
though fin adhere as cloſe to that Heart of his, as 
his Skin doth to his Fleſh , ſhall find' char imploy- 
ment will make thoſe Luſts , that were moſt dear 
unto him , by degrees to become” ſtrange and Joole 
unto his Soul. * * 20% _ LE 
* 2, But there is not only an aRtive and'natural ef- 
ficacy in the Duty it ſelf ; but, which is more, when 
a' Man draws near to God, God draws - near to 
him , 7ames 4.8. As the Grace and Spirit why” » + 
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that ſets thy Heart to Prayer , _u out more of his 
ſtrength and Grace unto thee when thou haſt 
Thus the Goodneſs of the infinite and eternal 
moves in a Circle to the Soul; 2 Cor, 12. 9. M5 
Grace is ſuſficient for —_ , not _ ſtrength 
gotten "our C 3 by our Approxima- 
tion to him , but an Emanation of Virtue, Power, 
and Spirit from him, whereby to maſter and con- 
ſame them : How much more will your heavenly Father 
| coſonpar coir to them that ah it ,* Luke v1; 1 3.4 Vp- 
d me with thy free Spirit, Pal. 51. 12; This is that 
Yer by which the deeds-of che Fleſh are 
, Row. 8. 13. the Spirit of Kife ,- char gives free-' 
dom from. theLaw of Sin and :Death, Rem. 8, 2. Tt 
the Scepter of the Kingdonrof--God in rhe Soul, 
whereby > he -rules in_ the midſt -of his Enemies, 
Pſal, 110; 2... And where this Spirit is, there & Liber- 
ty, 2 Cor, 3.17, 
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0... CHEAP, XVITT- * | 
Of Watchfulieſs, und firſt in reſpett of Gol,” 


3ITTATCHFULNESS. And the Ohje& of our 
. VV- Watchfulneſs, is 1; God. 2. Our ownſelves: 
3- ; Temptanians :. ; ] 
- 1. For "the; firſt, our watching concerning God : 
1. Watch-for the, Coming of. thy Saviour , either in the 
general , or thy own particular: Judgement : for 6 
, know not when the maſter of the houſe comer," leſt coming 
ſuddenly, he find thee ſleeping, Matk 13:35. Confider 
what a terrible thing it will be, if Death or Judge- 
ment ſhould find thee in a practice of any purpoleg 
Sin : and thou knowelt nor whether thy time of Death 
ſhall be in the Evening, Midnight, or at Cock- 
crow, or in the Morning; for it comes like a Thief 

in the Night. 

2. Watch the Word of God: Tt is that Lanthorn to 
our Feet , that Pillar of Fire which is to go re 
us in our Voyage through this Wilderneſs : Take 
heed thou loſe not this Light , or leave itz for then 
thou ſhalt wander in darkneſs, 2 Per. 1. 19. This 
_ will ſhew thee the mind of thy Creator ; it 
will inſtruc thee what to do in points of difficulty 
and danger ; it will ſhew thee thy ſelf, and the con- 
ſtitution and temper of thy Soul, and how the great- 
et matter of concernment -to thee in the World 
ſtands, even the condition of thy own Soul with 
God; it will interpret and unriddle unto thee thoſe 
various Diſpenſations and Adminiſtrations of thi 
in the Woridz it hath Principles of fo high 
E: | powerful 
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a Conviction," that. it\ will maſter 3 Je 


on nes 
ons, 
ines Fido, » Tm z Tim, 3, 17, A; Dodtrine of 


3. Watch 'ithe Preſence of Gad,,.' and ke that [4 


Tiwughts, Words; and Adtons are 

Preſence : for - all! things are naked and. mani job Melee ore 

hins with whom we haveita do , Heb. 4. 13, 

| A we cannqt flie or hide. our ſelves! from his Pro. 
ſence', Pſa, 139. 7.: that the Hearts of the Children: 

of Men are before him, Prov. 15+ 12-, that he 

the Spirits, Prov, 16.; 2. That his Eyes are in every; 


place, beholding the Evil and the Good, Pn ng: & + By - 


that: he pandereth Man's g Prov..5. 21 
11; fer.'32. 19. fer. 16, a he rt = 


Heart and triet cins; fer. 17.10, "Take ber 
therefore, of ſo much as gory things 

be unbecoming the. Preſence of ſuc ily, Pu Pu 
rity and Poiver ; ,This is the Fear of God, the 

ning of. Wiſdom, and will teach us with, 7 He 
entertain- any temptation fitted with the bed yo 
aefie-and advantage- with his Reſolution, Gen. 39, 9, 
How ſhall I do this great Evil, and fin: againſt God? 

4: Watch the courſe of the Providence of God. There 
is not a Paſſage of his Providence, but if marked 
carries with it a fecret Inſtruction, and a wat 
Man will ſpell the Leflon of Providence; to Humi- 
lation, Afic, 6. 9; Hear the Red, and: him that hath 
appointed it : tO Sadneſs, Iſa, 22; 12, In that day did 
the Lord call for weeping : to Reformation and Obedi- 
ence, 7ob 36. 10, by cords of affliction, he openeth the 
Ezr to Diſcipline, and commandeth, that they return 
from iniquity : to Dependance upon , and Recourle 
to God, P/al. 107. 15, 19. extremity and natural im-- 
poſſibility of deliverance tutors Men to cry an tg 

aro, 


\ 


Lia Of the Rypowledge of 'Goil, Pax TIT. 
Lord, Jonah 1.6. Ariſe, call upon thy God: to Thankful- 

nels, Plat. 50. 254 4 will deliver ther, and thon ſhalt ghz 
rifie me : And here we cannot chuſe, but ever. re- 
member the Excellence of the Word of God, which 
teacheth us the Engliſh of all his Di ſenſations, , and 
what they mean: That when in our God 
by'his Providence ſpeaketh once, yea twice, yet Man 
perceiverh' it not, fob 33. 14. this like a Meflenger, 


aw 'Int ud 3 one among -a thouſand, feb 33. 23, 
ierog — , and ſhews us the Er- 


expo 
rand 4t bod hon And akhough the Wit- 


dom of God excedes our obſervation in many 

of his Providence, Eceleſ, 8. 17. that almoſt the exach- 

eft watchfulneſs will have muck ado to find any 

after him ,* Ecoleſ. 3. 11. yet I do believe, that that 

qo that keeps a ſtrit watch over er hinſel, and od pes 
the-pafſages of his Providence, ſhal 

uncomfortable paſſe in his Life, R__ may read in 


it ſome ſpecial omiſſion of Duty to, and ſome defer- 
mori God, ſome act of Pride, Luſt, or Vanicy,emi- 
conſpicuous to him," that preceded it. It is 
inde; oY 0 moſt exat walking may not only find; 
bat occaſion Crofles and Afflictions in our way 3 but 
moſt commonly , if not always, fſach are accomps: 
ried with fuch a meaſure of Comfort, and Content- 
ment in them or with them, that I cannot call them' 
Uncomfortable Paſlages , but : rather Obj &s of Re- 
Joyemn g. But when there comes an Afi with 
ing in it, thongh but a ſmall one, ſach a one as 
ſprings from my own folly, or a diſappointment , or 
interruption in a juſtifiable action , wherein I lee, as. 
it were, the hand of God hedgin «Ah p wey s « 
the like, let me look bur a little backward , I fhall 
ſee the ſpring of it. As I will therefore ' keep a 
watch over my- ways, that I incur not the danger 
of God's deſerting me, though in an ation , it my 
2 
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be, of no great conſequence; ſo when I find ſuch a 
Croſs, 1-will-look-backward;-and ſearch , and 
- my ways , and when I have found my Achan , 1 will 
weep over himz. I will look: forward, and be more 

ſora] in ny future Converſations I will look up- 
els the merciful hand of God ,. that is 

Were 20 to take %ach care over a poor Creature, 25 to 

2nd his Meſſenger , though, it may be, a rough and 

ower one, to reclaim me from the danger of a 


arch che ſecret perſwaſions and difirafions 
-£ the nba ef God', and pars y_— "in 
Ig. nor. gies it 4- 30. 
harcbin thall ofrentimes hear a 


z| conformable. yon 
| Wah of God, calling to hi: Do net this abominable 
s wiich Z,bae,tJer. 44. 4. Or ; This ir thi way, 
mi, Waoge.uxr-. Be ſure thou obſerve this 
Yaxcez try ir: with che Word the Rule of Fraths 
bewate thou -negle& ic nor. This Wind; 

where ielifts, if ſhuc our, reſiſted, - 
may haply never breathe upon-thee again , bur leave 
anus! hardened in. thy ag: Bur if obſetved, 
tied  and'obeyed , thou ſhalc de- ſure to haye it thy 
Mrior and Dice upon all xcaſos 
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of W atchfulneſs: is reſpetk of our Fehr ny ” ou 
egy Words, and Appefte: ai | 
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{1 

"OR the ſecond Object of our Watch. 4. Our 

- Selves : ſachs. the; diſtemper-and diſorder: of 

our: Souls fince the _ that Rong: meets with i w 


Wedge of Gold ,. and the. Babylodiſh 

Tix it) ſelf naturally no temptation to babylon Gor 

with it, :canceives upon'it,and brings forch 

Sin; je Rock ſtands ſtill ,not-the Ships} bat 

the Ship ſtrikes the Rock , and ſplits/it :ſelf. "Tie 
part of that ſin, that i is 11-us ;45 not [Y 

to the influence--and motian: of Objects ; upon 

us, ;a5 to, the Corruption that the, Object meets with 

i us : therefore :it-concerns us- tochave a ſtrict and 
continual Watch ypon our ſelves : And herein. 

1, Watch thy Senſes : watch thine Eye 35 thine 
Eye is a wanton Eye, an Eye full of Adultery, 
2 Pet, 2,14, David, a Man cer God's own 
wanted his watch upon his Eye;, and he ſaw, 
luſted, and finned, 2 Sm, 11. 2. With fob therefore, 
ſee that thou keep thine Eye under a Covenant, 
ad 31. I. Thine Eye is a luxurious Eye; the Fruit | 

leaſang to the” Eye, and our firſt Mother, 
Kinks to the ruine of her Poſterity , did let in the 
beauty of the Frujt, and together with it, Sin, and 
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Death , throtigh' het Eye, Ger. 3.6; Thine Eyeis 
an-'unſatiable 'Eye ,* Eccleſ. 1, 8. a- covetous Eye 
ua 7.21, I ſaw, and I cooted: 2 lofty and proud 
, Prov, 30. 14, a flattering and a deceitful Eye, 
Prov. 30. 12, a cruel and an ing Eye, P/al. ro. 
8. His Eyes are privily ſet againſt the Poor : an evil 
Eye. Let it therefore be thy Praftice, as well as thy 
Prayer, to'turn away thine Eye from ona Va- 
nity, P/al. 119. 37+ and to have thine Eyes always 
towards God, Pſal. 141. 8. _. | 
". 2, Set a Guard upon thy Ear, and take heed 
how , and what thou heareſt, Mark 4. 24. Thou 
haſt a wandering Eye, an Athenian Ear, Aﬀs 17. 
21, an itching ,- that will not endure” ſound 
Fruth,” 2' Tim. 4. 3. a deaf and ſtopped Ear, when 
thon ſhouldeſt hear, J1/aiab 6. ro. an oper and 
unſatiable Ear after Vanity and Unprofitableneſs, 
Eccleſ, 1. 8. 

3. Set a Watch over thy Tongze, and keep the 
door of thy Lips, P/al. 141. 3. and take heed thou 
fin not with thy Tongue, P/al. 39. 1. Remember an 
account is to be given for an idle word, Marth, 12. 
36. ſeaſon thy words with Salr, Colof. 4. 6. and 
that will, take away the ftlthineſs of thy Communi- 
cation, Coloſ, 3. 8. Remember that thy Tongue is 
ſet on fire of Hell, 7Zames 3. 6. Watch therefore 
thy Tongue : let thy words be few, ſeaſonable, con- 
fiderate, true. 

+ Set a Watch+ upon thine Appetite : it is of jt 
ſelf natural, and conſequently good; but the di- 

of our Nature hath put it out of its place, 

and conſequently out of its bounds. Suſpect thy 
Appetite, and keep it under with Rules of Mode- 

ration : put a Knife to thy Throat, Prov. 23. 2. look - 

not upon the Wine, when it gives its colour = 

up, 
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Cup, Prov. 23. 31. love not fleep,' Prov 20, 1 3,- 

with Rules of Seaſonablenels : the ' wiſe Man he's 
us, every thing is beautiful jn.its time , Eccleſ" 5, 
I1, 'becauſe it is then- in that order, which God 
hath appointed for ir: the ſame Acion., that may 
be bur- tolerable and indifferent in one time, may 
be neceſſary in another , and ſinful in another; 
Tſaiah 22. 12, 13. In that day did the Lord call for 
weeping and monrning , aud behold, - ſlaying of oxen : ſure+ 
ly this iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till ye die, 
2 Sam. 11,11. The Ark, and 1fracl,, and fudah abide 
in tents, &C. ſhall I then go down' to-my houſe to eat; 
and to drink, and to lie with my wife ? Regulate thy 
Reaſon by the Word and Counſel of God : and 
diſcipline thy Appetite with thy Reaſon : obſerve its 
motions, and check them : Rather vg a lawlw, 
than countenance it in but a diſputable Liberty. + 
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CHAP. XX. 


Of Watchfulneſs over our Aﬀetions, and Paſ- 
| ſions of Love, Anger, and Fear. 


F. GET a Watch upon thine Aﬀettions and Paſſions : 
Thy 00s are by thy natural corruption, 
become inordinate Aﬀedctions 3 they are ealily mif- 
placed , and more eafily over-afted. Take heed to 
thy Love : according to the order or diſorder of this 
Aﬀection, are all thy other Aﬀections tempered 
See therefore that it be rightly placed : Diſpence thy 
Love in meaſures proportionable to the worth of the 
Object : Nothing can challenge thy intenſeſt Love, 
but the intenſeſt Good; and- that God that requires 
thy Heart, is a jealous God : let not out the whole 
Current of thy Aﬀections upon any thing below him : 
Lawful Pleaſures, natural Relations, Conveniences in 
the World, a Man's own ſelf, may be Objects of 
a moderate and ſubordinate Love : But when they 
take up the whole compaſs of our Love, our Love 
becomes our Sin, Matth. 10. 37. He that loveth father 
or mother more than me, 1s not worthy of me, 1 Johan 2, 
I5. If any man love the world , the love of the Father is 
not in him 2 Tim. 3. 2, 4. lovers of themſelves, and 
lovers of Pleaſures, ranked amongſt the worſt of 
Men. When the Aﬀection of thy Soul is moving 
after any thing, before thou give it leave, examine 
the Object , whether worthy of any meaſure of thy 
Love; and if ſo, yet let it not go without a farther 
debate: Conſider the meaſure of Good, that is- in 
the Obje&, and weigh out its proportion of Love 
: anſwerable 
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anſwerable to the meaſure of irs Good : But reſt not 
here neither ; remember it is bur a ſubordinate ; a 
derivative Good, as well as a meaſurable Good x 
beſtow not that, meaſure of thy Loye upon it abſe- 
lately, but ſabordinately : catechiſe thy Love with 
this'Queſtion , Whether if thy Creator requires thee 
to hate that Obje&, to forgo it, to forſake it, thou 
canſt be better content to call home thy Aﬀetion, 
than to let it reſt where it is? By this time, and by 
this means , thy Love will be under a difcipline' and 

a rule, and the Precipitancy of this Aﬀection. be- - 
yond its due Proportion allayed and moderated. And 
remember always, it is the impotency of our Con- 
. dition , and the great cauſe of the diſorders in our 
Souls and 'Lives, that we are contented to give our 
Aﬀections leave , upon the firſt apprehenſion, to oy 
fue their Obje&s without debate , leſt we ſhould. in- 
terrupt the expectation of Contentment ; by a clear 
diſcovery of the unworthineſs and vanity of the Ob- 
ject, and the ill conſequences of immoderation in the 
purſuit : thus we are contented to deceive our ſelves 
with the Felicity of falſe Expeation, rather than 
by pre-conſideration to avoid a real Inconvenience 
or Diſappointment. 

Take heed to thine Ayger, Be angry, but fin not, 
Fpheſ, + 26. keep it not too long nor at it too 
far, leſt it prove Hatred, Revenge, Oppreſſhon® Or- 
der thy Anger ſo, that it may be rather an ac of thy 
Judgment, than of thy Perturbation : If thou art-pro- 
voked by an Injury , before thou give a Commiſſion 
to this Paſſion, propoſe to thy ſelf the Queſtion which 
God asked 7onah, Jonah 4. 9. Deſt thou well to he aw- 
gry ? weigh well the Cauſe, and remember thou art 
partial to thy ſelf , and apt to conſtrue that for a-.jult 
Provocation , which it may be was none ,. or deſer- 
ved. Suſped thy Judgment of Partiality 5 put oY 
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ſelf in the-others Condition! before thow judgeſt z_re> 
member:; that he that; doth» chee the Injary;i1s buc 
God's Inftrument, '2 Sanz!16, 10. Beranfei the Lord 
hath ſaid anuo him , "Corſe David , who then ſhall. ſay, 
Wherefore haft: thou done. [0 7; it miay (be his; Ivjury is 
God's Juſtice, © and then thy Anger. againſt the In- 
ftrument isRebellion ;.0r at beſt, ic may be his Ex- 
—_— of 'thy : Patience, 'and;/then thy Anger is 

i{obedience. Remember the juſt occaſions of An- 
ger thou haft given to thy Creator , and yet his Pa- 
tience to thee: 'and ſhonulaef thow not have ' compaſſion. on 
thy fellow ſervant. ? ,Matth. 18. 33. Remember thy 
Redeemer, that boughe thee with the Sacrifice of hts 
Soul , hath given thee another Precept, Marth. 5. 44. 
Love your Enemies; and another Example, who 
when he was reviled., reviled not again-:- and cauft 
thou deny the denial of Paftion for his ſakg ? Re- 
member thy gentleneſs will more advantage thee than 
thy anger : it may be, he will be conquered with 
thy Patience, and revenge thy .Quarrel againſt hina- 
ſelf, with his Repentance ; bur if not, there is a God 
of Vengeance can, and will do it, Kow, 12. 19, When 
8 Man takes up the Office of his Judge, he injures 
both the Judge and Party, and in ſtead of doing 
himſelf right, he makes himſelf guilty. Again, if 
-=thou doeſt well to be angry , doſt thou well ro be 
angry ſo much, or ſo long? The Wiſe Man tells us, 
That Anger reſteth in the boſom of Fools. Set a 
Watch therefore over thy Anger ; let it be juſt, and 
moderate; and let not the Sun go down on thy wrath, 
Epheſ. 4. 26; | | 
Set a Watch upon thy Fear : There is nothing de- 
es thy fear of Reverence, but thy Creator ; nor 
thy fear of Averſion, bur thy Sin ; If thy Peace be 
made wich him, thou art above the Fear of any 
thing below him objects of Texter ſhall not- come 
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near thee z the Beaſts of the Field thall be at peace 
with thee z or if they are not, they ſhall not hurt thee; 
The terribleſt things in the World are therefore ter- 
rible, becauſe they, end ia Death, the King of Ter- 
rors: And when thy Peace is made with thy Lord, 
thou haſt a doable Securicy againſt them : 1.- Becauſe 
they are in the hands of his Power and Wiſdom, 
and they cannot exceed their Commiſſion , that he 
gives them z he can, if ic pleaſe him, ate whole 
Armies of Terrors by the leaſt word of his Power, 
2. But if their Commiſſion extend to thy very Life, 
yet the Son of God hath taken away that ſting, that 
terror , that is in Death; hath by his own 
ſancified-Death unto thee, and made it a door un- 
to a better Life; ſo that Death, though in it (dlf 
terrible and bitter , yet this Tree being himſelf caft 
into this bitter Water, Exod. 15. 25. hath ſweetned 
them and as he hath taken away the Venome of 
it , by deſtroying that Serpent , that had the power 
of it, Heb, 2.14. fo he hath made it, though not 
for it (elf, yet in reſpe& of him , that ſtands on the 
other {ide of this Gulf, with Immortality and Glory 
in his hand , deſirable, Phil. 1. 23. Having a deſire to 
depart , and to be with Chriſt , which is far better : Itis 
true , thou art purſued with an Army of Zgyptiany, of 
Sins, and of Miſeries, and when thou comeſt tothe 
Shore , thou ſeeſt a raging and a bloody Sea; But 
remember thou haſt an Angel, even the Angel of 
the Covenant , that hath gone before, and yer 
with thee , and turns this Sea into a. Paſſage of taſe 
and Safety : and though of either ſide the Waves 
may affright thy Senſe, they ſhall not hurt thee: 
and remember , that though thy Paſſage may be 
difficult and troubleſome, yet thou haſt not , 8 
once the 1/aclites, a Wilderneſs behind it , but a 
Canaan, Therefore in all Objefts or Occurronces 
0 
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of Terror, firſt look inward , and ſee how the caſe 
Hands between thy God and thy Conſcience: indeed 
chere remain 2 Guile unwaſhed by the Blood of 

z a ſecret fin entertained, and not repented 

of, thou haſt cauſe to fear , becauſe thy Lord is an- 
: But if thou keep thy daily Warch upon. thy 
land thy Life, if thou find the preſence of thy 
yiour in thy Soul, and thy Heart., though of it 
ſelf a finful Heart, yet cleanſed and delivered from 
power of any Evi way, an honeſt Heart , ated 
the love of in Chriſt, thou mayeſt then 
above them 3 and, having thine Eye fixed 
upon the Lord of Events, walk quietly and un- 
troubled through the midſt of choſe dangers , that 
do incompals thee. Ir is true, that in the great 
ſhons of the World , God expects a ſuitable 

10n, even from the moſt. innocent Hearf, an 

ion of Reverence, and awe of his Preſence 

ad working, 7eremiah 10. 7, Who would not fear thee, 
0 king of nations ? But the fear of an honeſt Heart, is. 
the tear of Reverence, not of Conſternation$,4© 
Fear mingled with Love , a Fear mingled wih 
Faith and confidence , a Fear mingled with Praiſe 
and Glorifying God; a Fear terminated in the 
gat Lord , that works not in the Inſtrument, pot in 
immediate Obje&t of Terror 3 a Fear mingled 
with Comfort, not over-run with diſtraction. When 
therefore thou meeteſt with Objects of Fear, firſt 
learn to diſtinguiſh their kinds : fome there are that 
come as it were, from the immediate hand of God z 
ſuch are Famine , Peſtilence , Wars, Fires, Inunda- 
tons, Earthquakes . and the likez entertain chem 
with Reverence to the great, and Juſt, and Powerful 
of God, not ſlightly, or faucily, or prefum- 
wouſly , yet without conſternation or diſtration of 
Mund; carry up thy Soul above the ObjeRs, to the 
Z 3 Hand 
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Hand thar aides them 3 make him thy dance; 
and his Will the meafure of thine own -undert 
uſe all warrantable means with Dependance'upon his 
Power, and Submiſfioa to his Will, to-avoid them* 
The wiſe Man feeth the Plague, and hideth himſelf, 
Prov. 22, 3, Prov. 27.12. If thou eſcape the danger 
bleſs the God: that hath preſerved theez if thou: 
in them, yet ſtill bleſs the God, that hath norlef 
thee; and value ten thouſand Deaths with his Pres 
ſence and Light upon thy Soul above the moſt 1ab- 
limated Life without it: Again, there are ſome Ob: 
jets of Fear, which, though they are guided and - 
maſtered 'by the hand of God, yet they are unme- 
diately the works of Men, and fo lels terrible; fuch 
are wrought by the power , opprefſion, cruelty, and 
malice of Men ; theſe may and onghr to be enter- 
rained with more reſolution and confdence': That 
one Example may ſerve for all, when the power and 
injuſtice of Man ſhall meet with an unarmed and 
weak innocence, Dar. 3. 16, O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
are not careful to anſwer thee in this matter 5 onr God, 
whom we ſerve , is able to deliver us from the burning fer 
furnace, and he will deliver nts out of thine hand, O king: 
But if not, be it known unto thee, O king , we will not ſerve 
thy Gods : As if they ſhould have ſaid: © Ir 1s true, 
* chou art a King, and where the word of a Kr 
*1s, there is Powerz and to magnifie 'thy ſelf 
*hy Glory, inthe face of thy Kingdom , thou haſt 
* taken up this publick Reſolution of the Dedication 
* of thine Idol; and this thy Purpoſe is ſtabliſhed by 
*a Decree, a Miſchief framed by a Law, and this 
© Decree armed wich Death, and a cruel and terrible 
* Death : we know we croſs thy proud and impious 
* Will, impatient of the ſeeming negle& of thy Power, 
* by three poor deſpiſed Hebrews 1n the mid(t of thy 
* Glory and People; we fee fury. and rage apy 
. (oy 
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«thy. countenance ,. to devour us before the Furnace 
©be hot 3 we ſee thy Courtiers adding fewel to thy 
' rage, and thy Inſtryments greedily- catching after ' 
oe leaſt Warrant from thee , for our Execution; 
©2nd we are compaſſed with Fleth-and Blood, which 
*cannot but ſhri the preapprehenfion 0 this inevi- 
<table and terrible diſſolution : yer for. all.chis, know 
t that we-bave learned. to tutor our Fear,z not to fear 
*2-Man that ſhall die , and the Son.:of Man, that 
* thall.be gnade as Grafs,,J/a. 51, 11. we bave learned, 
"bac. the; fear of Man bringeth a ſnare, but he char 
*truſterh.in the Lord ſhall be ſafe, Prov. 29. 25. And 
*therefore we are not much perplexed, what Anſwer 
Fro- return to theſe thy Commands and Threats; we 
*ferve-that God, in whoſe hand thou.,art,. as the 
*Ax.or the-Saw in his hand that ſhaketh it, . ina whoſe 
© hand chy+ Breath is, and he'can command away thy 
{Breath , and chen_what becomes of thy, Word? 
*that Lord, in whoſe hand thy Heart is,. and he can 
turn it as the River of Water, and canſet thy Com- 
* mand againſt thy Decree; that God, in whoſe 
* hands are the iſſues of death, and who can arm an in- 
*conſiderable Occurrence to divert and fruſtrate thy 
* Purpoſe 3 in whoſe hands are all the Powers of Hea- 
*ven and Earth, and can correc and controll that Fire 
* which chou intendeſt for the execution of thy Fury: 
And this is the God whom we ferve, and hath made 
*a Covenant with us to preſerve us in the Firez and 
*we are no leſs confident of his Love, and of his 
Truth, than of his Wiſdom and Power to deliver 
*us; he hath taught us, that he is a preſent help in 
*trouble, P/al. 46. 1. that if we call upon him in the 
*day of trouble, he will deliver us, P/al. 50. 15. 
* Pſalm 91; 15. that in the Fire he will be with us, 
*and in the Water, and it ſhall not come near us: 
*Therefore, O King, we valee not thy Power , nee 
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©thy Rage, for our Dependance-is aboye-theny : Bar 

ed Go alt If SOIC we wa S 

Jeni Tigher Leffon, Fan Experience 
earnt yet a » Our | 

* hath ng ue'to troſtin dikms 2nd 'our —_—_— 

*taught us 'to obey him-: though he _ 


C1» int 6ur- truſt by deli ia alinge A Yr 
yer we will not oegee to obey Kim: he hach-raught 
* us to make his the meaſare and rule of ours, 


© both in what we , and in what we do: we 
* owe our Lives to him, and thou art but his Infla- 
* ment t6 take them from us; when! his Will com- 
©mands our Lives, we ſhall refign them with-Pa- 
© tiencez but now his Glory requires them, 'we 

; give them up with Chearfulneſs : If we cannot live, 
©but npon ſo dear a rate, as to offend: our bountj- 
© fal God, farewell Life with Guilt , and' weleome 
*Deach with Innocence. Know, O King, that the 
* Preſence and Love of our God hath taught us how 
* to fear to offend, yet to dare to die. | 
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dl Fo atchfulvefs over ou Hope , Confidence, and 
/ oy . Eg er} 


\'ET 'a Watch pou thy Hope and Confidence : Place it 

) aright, ahd remember thou art effentially depend- 
ing upon the great God,” and upon hun only, -and- all 
——_— m; have no- more worth or ſtrengeh 
in-them-,' than he. derives to them, and when they 
nke- up his ; he ever breaks and diſappoints 
them. - Yet tach is the Atheiſm; the Pride, and Folly 
of our Hearts, that" ic. will place irs confidence in any 

ing, rather chan where: n ſhould. The diſtemper 
- of & of all other our Aﬀections, hath its begin- 
ning 'in che Blindneſs'of our Judgments, the want of 
4 deeps and practicat. knowledge - of God 3-and from 
hence our Confidences and Hopes, fix and reft often- 
times wn moſt yain and deceitful Objects. Have 
therefore a watch and a corrective upon the motion 
of thy Soul towards any thing which thou haſt, 
wherein there ſeems any, though never fo little 

m__—_ thy evil Heart will make it thy confidence, 
' and fo a fnare unto thee, Is thy Weath increaſed ? 
take heed to thy Confidence , thy evil Heart will 
make ir all one to have, and to truſt in Riches; it will 
make thy Gold thy Contidence, ( 31. 24. to truſt 
in thy Wealth, and boaſt thy (elf in the multitude 
of thy Riches, P/al. 49. 6. Pſal. 52. 7. to make it thy 
ſtrong Tower , Prov. 10. 15. to ſet thy Heart upon 
them, Pfal. 6z. 10. And then this thy Confidence 
ſhalt be chy Fall, Prov, 11, 28. Haſt hoy a fair = 
7 4 cers 
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ceſs in Externals? look to thy Confidence; though 
thou ſeeftthy- Creator in-them;-yet thy evil Heart 
= _ _ ol leaſt ſhare thy CH wet 
thy God and the” Creature ,p toxponclude w1 

that now thou ſhalt LE eſt, 7ob 29. 18, to 


behold the Sun when'it ſhigeth, fob 31. 26, to-cons 


clude' with David, that thou ſhalt- never be moi 

P/al. 30. 6. and the jealous, yet merciful Gad, will 
hide his face, and thou art troubled thereby, to un- 
faſten thy Confidence-upor. the Creature,agid:tof teach 


chee- to fix: it:-upon thy” Maker-only. » Haſtithou' 4, 


Friend, a Prince, or Native: Confederate ? take heed 
ro thy Confidence 3 thou-artapt to make: this thy 
Friend,: thy Confidence ;-1 Bf.n43.9. my own ami 
hari Friend, 'in-whom/I truttedz co pit Confidence 
in this Prince, P/al.' 118-9 Þ/alir 146. 3. : And then 
hemakes/Zeypra:broken/Reed 9iJ/a; 36.16; BZ4cky29, 
6. ſends a Vengeance to prrineand. overtake: thee in 
the midſt of thy: Confederates, '7er. 42. 16. pours 
contempt aponizthy; Confidence;' ob 12, 21. 

thou Aunitions,, Proviſions for War? take heed to-thy 
Confidences thou wilt /be' ready to make thy. Cha- 
riots and thy Horſemen thy Truſt , P/al.:20. 7; the 


multitude of: thine Hoſt., thy: Salvation, P/al. 33. 16, 


to Vaunt, that thou art mighty and firong- for' the 
War, fer. 48. 14. and then the great Lord rejeRts thy 
Conhdences, ho. writes diſappointment upon-them 
all, cr. 2. 37. Haſt thou a ſtrong Boay, a Cexterous, 
deep, foreſecing, preventing Wit, thy Cexnſels' and Pur- 
poſes followed with Sacceſſes anſwerable to thy Mind? 
tzke heed rothy Confidence; thy Heart- is blind and 
cannot ſee farther thanthe next Cauſes, not obſerving 
the great and firſt Mover , who manageth all things, 
and will (well thee up into a- ſelf-confidence and de- 
pendance. © But ſuppoſe thy Confidence be right ſet 


2 reſpect of the Object, yet ſee that it be grounded 
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right Principles, ;otherwiſe thy Confidence may 
by Promotion : Exanine ny Recumbence 
pon thy Creator : " The 1 ate ound of -any 

e in Ged is a; perſwalion of. hi wig pt 
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tobe conſidered : 
.-4; Touching his Tor pa Errors "e our Truſt oa 
either hand inthe D in.the, Excels. - 
/ 1«, Diffidence in his, ——_ "RfabizR 3 9...CarGid 
iſh -4-table in - the gl ? Meats - Hf nl 


this and che wroth. - any 5 ket Ft 00g 06, 
yer ſo bk _  veriebs, oO Powex.0 
God as ab exfily to over-match.1t. . - 

2. Aſi 7" his-Power., . without conſulting 
with his-Will ; This is Preſumption, when a Man with- 
ent Any | Commiſh on from his Maker, ſhall entertain 
afly deſperate attempt. : ber is Tos A yan Man to, 
go abut. tg ingage the Power .q E, great 

aan hip +4 Will, 8 = Puricy, his 5 iſdom,: 
ſe See thou haſt om ue 
Wits thy Creator.for what fnng art - Coe 
lo, ing caſt thy ſelf upon his Power: when thou £. 
(ng op his Command, doubt not þur thou ſhalt a> 
ower. 
2.- Touching & Love, this likewiſe yields] Errors on 
both hands : 

1. In- the defeft,, ' principally when a Soul, that 
doubts not of his Power, becauſe ſhe knows him 3 
nor hath cauſe to doubt of his Love, becauſe her 
Peace is made yet ſuch black ſtorms and pre-appre- 
enſions of dangers are gathered round about her, that 

e cannot ſee the Love or Care of God towards her, 
Pſal. 77.9. Hath Ged forgotten to be gracious ? hath he 
ſput up his tender mercies ? 


2, In 
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2: In the Exciſv, at 
the Love attd Favout of ; and: 


ahes : 
| 2 Mari frail argve a perfonal 
WM pom wto him from” External Sarenl 
Events: It is tus; "hae the Metcy and 
15 oyer..all his, Works and the 
_ i on 6f the Love of © 
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opens 0 Va yes When Blkeſfings in Excer 
maake ns more humble, more thannkfal ;' more 
warchful ; then they may juſtly make us more cot 
detir' (« thet) oe OT 0 Ee OD 
his B 7 And then are External 'B 

ts of the Love of God, _ ar A reach- 


as % Holt to love God, 
2. When 4 rf ob ry argue 2 Mal and "M 


fove of God- \Fi-w the preſence of External Priviledeer, 
Wien there wan: germs 3 "ax fer. 7. - I 6 
tn hrny” aning ; Temple of t 
Lord, 8c. and therefore God {ends them to the 
ry te of Shb. Ibid. Yerſe 12. And the reaſon 
ay mulſt be, as well a deceiving Inference, 
iſpleafing to , is becauſe in truth, in ſucha 
aſs, he Soul placeth her ultimate confidence in theſe 
things, and robs God of part of chat Confidence which 
belongs unto him. 
3. When a Man ſhall argue the Love of God to 
him from his External Performances of choſe things 


which God commanded, //a. 1, 11. Awos 5, 21. ou 
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--4 When # Man that 2rgue the Love of God a 


4s Effeft-and- Frice-of Ws Obedience awd Sincerity towards 
him. - The Error-in this, is that in'truth a Man makes 
himſelf kis Confidence, for he that truſts in the Love 
of God, : becanfe he thinks he hath purchaſed or pro- 
cured the Loye'of God, doth in truth reſolve his 
Confidence into himfelf. Therefore look upon the beft 
Pref of thy Soul, thy Hamility, thy Faith, thy Love, 
thy Sincerity;, thy ence, not as Cauſes of the 
je of 'thy God, or the Price or Purchace of ir, 
but as EffeRs: and Evidences of his Love to thee ; 
Look” npon* thy Sincerity,, Eove and Obedience to 
God, as the fruit and fign of his Love; that will make 
ay God thy Confidence not as the Purchace or Price 
his 4 for — wil make thy ſelf thy Pre- 
ſumption: were they thy own, thou oweſt them and 
infinicely-more to thy Creator, and therefore canſt nor 
deſerve by them : Bur alas, they are not thine owns 
his Love, as it is the Motive of thine, ſo ir is the 
On 9; it, and of all that can be acceptable ro 


5. When a Man from well grounded ments 
Fido Love of God ts bir Perſon, ſhall conclude the . 
Favour of God to his Attions, without meaſuring of 
them by: his Wil This was the Error Re 
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Confidence, 2 Chron, 35» I, a2, he heatkened:not 
ro. the words of Necks; fromthe mouth of God, and 


ll. 


6. When x Man. who bach « hand ground of th 
Loye of God. «nto: bis Poe Gag ys] go along in 
uo ms 19 60, 
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pane God 1 ti _— d _ "God, and one. that 
2ccepteth not Perſians, his ways are equal and uni- 
form, Ez, 18, 25, If the beſt of Men walk cogtrary, 
to. him, ic muſt of neceſſity, be, that he walk 
trary. to them: and therefore he hates. with the ſame 
hatred a courſe of fin, even-in his ſubject, as well 
as in.his enemy : And the ſame fin char puts a. Strait» 
ger unto God in the Condition of an bara ql x Pate 
Subje&t in the Condition of a Reb; cares 
though he will.nor utrerly take his ; 200 = & 
from them, he will. viſit their cranſgreſſion wit 
fod, and tlicir fins with ſtripes, 2/a/. 8g. 32, will 
hide his face ſrom tixm; Deur, 31.18,.-2 fr -l 
preſſion of God's withdraw. ing the Actual 
nication of his Love. and ! relence , even T_ "his 
urn, P/al. 30. 7. Pſal. 74. 9, 11. Pſal. 69.17. What, 
ever be the Purpoſe of God C01 ac2rning thee, be af-. 
{ured of this, that ſo long as thou arc in a courſe of 
{in againſt him , though his Counſel -oncerning thee, 
be not thereby interrupted, yet till thy returning to 
him and repeating of thy fin, the Actual Fruition 
of thy intereſt in him, is interrupted thou art aCtual- 
ly in the ſame condition, if not a worle, than before 
thy firſt Covenant with thy Creator, and haſt as 
little cauſe of Confidence in his Love now, as thou 
Ladft then. And as the Ad of thy Love * Goo 
mo 
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moſt apparent'y interrupted by this thy practice of'z 
knowa'fin till thy refurn , ſo thou mayeſt moſt juſtly 
conclude an interruption 'of the Act of. his Love to 
thee, ill thou return, toug) that return of thine is 
the fruit of that Love, which was ſtill in him, though 
thou didft- Yong inthe frowardneſs of thy Ways 3 
when God hides imſelf by reaſon of fin, thy In- 
ſtruction thereby is to ſeek him out; otherwiſe thac 
which thou calleſt thy Confidence, may be thy Pre- 
ſumption., and may cauſe the Wrath and Jealoufie 
of rhy Creator to ſmoke againſt rhee, becauſe thou 
haſt bleſſed thy (elf in thy Heart, faying, 1 bat 
have peace, though 1 walk in the imagination of my heart, 
Deur. 29. 19. Every motion of the Hearr to God, 
if it be right, is conformable to the Mind of God 
thronghour. When thy Life is ſinful, and thy Hearr 
not humble, ſuſpe& thy Confidence to have more of 
thy Corruption, than of Grace in it. 

Take heed to thy 79. Regularly as is the obje&t or 
meaſure of thy Love, ſuch is the obje& and meaſure 
of thy Joy : Joy is nothing elſe, bur a reſult of the 
Soul in the fruition of what is loved: yet though rhou 
hadſt a watch over thy Love before thou enjoyedſt, 
have a ſtricter watch over the remper of thy Spirit in 
thy fruition: Look to the object of thy Joy, thy evil 
Heart will rejoyce, will glory in thy fin, in thy ' 
ſhame : unleſs thou haſt a watch upon thy Heart , fol- 
ly and miſchief will be thy J Oy, Prov, 10, 23. Prov. I5, 
21, the fall of thine Enemy will be thy Joy, and the 
Lord will ſee, and it will diſpleaſe him, Prov. 24. 17. 
thou wilt make Exceſs, Impurity, Opprethon, Cruel- 

, Injuſtice, Pride, thy Joy and thy Delight : Thy 

ections are blind, and mad, and muſt be led. Exa- 
mine the object of thy Joy, and conſider beforehand, 
whether there be not in it more cauſe of grief than 
of delight; Bur ſuppoſe thy fruition deſerve _ 4 
| ight, 
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light, God hath bleſſed thee with a good Wife, which 
the wiſe Man calls the Crown of her Pl yk 
' & with a numerous and hopetly Iflue, which the 

wiſe Man calls the Crown'of Old Age, Prev. 17, 6. 
with a Good Name, which the wiſe Man calls a pre- 
cious Ointment , Eccleſ. 7. 1. with a merry Heart, 
which doth good like a Medicine, Prov. 17. 22. with 
Honour and Promotion, Wealth, Wiſdom, Succels in 
thy Labours; and theſe ought to be entertained with 
rejoycing and comfort : the wiſe Man tells us, it is the 
Portion that God giveth thee in them, Zcclefe 3. 1 3, 22, 
Ecelef. 5.18. Eccleſ. 9.9. and it is thy duty enjoyned 
thee by God, Dent. 28. 27. Becauſe thou ſervedſt nit the 
Lord thy God with joyfulneſs and with gladneſs of heart for 
the abundance of all things, therefore, &:c. But take heed 
oy Heart, it will Gow abuſe and exceed his Com- 


on: | 
I. Look to the Manzer of thy Toy or Mirth, that it 
be not light, or vain, thy Mirth may prove mad, Ec- 
cleſ. 2, 2. the Laughter of a Fool, Ecele/. 7. 6, a Mirth 
that will end in Heavinels, Prov. 14. 1 3. 
2. Look to the Aeaſwe of it. Firſt weigh the 
Good that thou enjoyeſt , and then weigh out a Pro- 
rtion of Joy anſwerable to the value of chat Good : 
y not out the whole ſtock of thy Joy for that which 
deſerves but a ſinall part of it. We are commonly 
miſtaken in the value we put upon the things we ex- 
pe or enjoy, and that makes us mi{-ſpend our ſelves 
upon them : Be ſure nothing below the fruition of chy 
Creator, can deſerve the whole ſtock of thy Delight z 
and if thou diſpenſeſt it otherwiſe, thou robbeſt thy 
God, and deceiveſt thy ſelf. There are three Conſide- 
rations and Caxtions, that are often to be uſed ro mo» 
derate our Delight in Exteraals: 
1, To conſider the true value of them: they are 
| but limited Good, and not large enough for Gy Sou 


iced 
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ON any, QuIw 

—_— =— cps ® ane: eof $.COm- 

FOED oy 

wendy ce he gives to the young FORAY midf 

af bis his Gollicy, Feel. 11. 9. But rhpow that for all theſe things 
God will bring thee te 144, : there 15 a ſevere Eye 

that beholdeth all thy in ge. Haiczon of 

thoſe things I lend thee, that wi Nb lad account 
for of carriage in mew uſe fb . * 

3. To contemplate often Goadaeſs 9 God, his 
Mercy, bis Bounty 5 to find the Projency _ af Fi of 
God in thy Love , the found bope of etergal 
This will take up the whole coppaly of 5hy of es gig 
and rejoycing, wherein thou canſt not bake 
thou wile not have Joy , Or at leaſh NOT $09 
much, for any thing below hum, Zuke 10, 20. In this 
Tejee not, but rather rejozce, becauſe JOUT. HAMES AYE. WrILLER 
is heaven. When this Sun ſhines in the Heart , thoſe 
little Stars of outward CRT, which at no time 
have but a derivative Light, will ot appear: And 
chis chy Faitl-is the Vidtory that overcometh the 
World, the delights of the World, as well as the ter- 
rours of the World : It will keep Comforts and thy 
Delight in them in their _ e and ſubordination, 
2nd count them but du loſs, that thou mayeſt 
win Chriſt, Phil, 3,8. If c Lord ſhall lifr yp the 
of his countenance upon thee, it'will put more 
nefs in thy Heart, than when their or thine own 
and Wiae increaſed, P/al. 4, 7, When thy Is 
made 
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miade'with God, thy Conſcience ſprinkled by the Blood 
of Chrift, the Spirit, the.Comforter, witneſſing wich 
thy own'Spirit,” Rem. 16, thy Heart fincere rowards 
God, 2 Cor. 1. 12. this will cauſe an abiding Joy, 2 7h; 
:16, Zohm 16:2. 4 full Joy,'1 John 14; victorious 
oy, that like' 24o/er's Serpent devours the falſe Joys; 
CR Rae EE a e503 30p waſpeatae 
f' 5.41. fames 1, 2. I Pet. 4. 13.4 JOY un a 
and full'bf Glory, 1 Pex. 1, 8. 4 290] | 
| ; And as to'the manner and meaſure of thy De- 
light, {o look ro the Grewnd, the-format Reaſon of thy 
Delight : ſee that thy delight or rejoycing fix not in 
thoſe external Comforts {ingly ; for thy Delight 
will be ſenſual, immoderate, and vain, the very 
ſame that an irrational Creature takes in thera, viz. a 
complacency. in the fruition of that, which is conve- 
nient and ſuitable to' his Senſe : But look upon thy 
Blefſings,and delight in them, as thou ſeeſt the Bounty, 
the Goodneſs, the Hand, the Proiniſe, the Trath of 
God it'them : This will not only moderate, but ſpiri- 
rualize thy delight in them : thy delight in them will 
nor only' be Comfortable to thy felf, but Acceptable 
to God + thy delight in thy Bleſſings is then mingled 
with Thankfulne(s, with Humility , with Sobriety, 
with Faith , with Watchfulneſs ; it is thy Duty, and 
it isthy Safety. The rich Man in the Goſpel, Zzk, 12. 
19. Soul, thou haſt much goods laid up for many years, eaty 
drink,, and be merry: and this was his fin: The 
raelite offering his: firſt Fruits to God, Dev. 26. 17, 
is commanded to rejoyce- in every good thing which the 
Lord thy God hath given unto thee : this was his Duty : the 
rejoycing the ſame: here was the odds, the former 
terminated and laid out his Joy inthe thing, as the 
ſuitable Good to/ his Nature - and Condition 3 the - 
Jarter looked upon it, and rejoyced in- it, as a Gift of 
God : learn therefore to find God in the c_ 
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and that will heal the Creature, and make it-uſefi] 
and ſafe 3 thou mayeſt then delight in them fafely, bg: 


cauſe thou wilt then do it warrantably. 


| — —_ — 


CHAP, XXIL 
Of Watchfulneſs over our Grief; 1. In reference 


to God, for Sin; 2. In reference to Externals. 


T AK E heed to thy Grief. Love,as is before no- 
red, is the great Cardinal Aﬀection or Motion 
of the Soul ; and the other AﬀeCtions are but Love 
diverſified according to the fite or J_ of t 
Object: Love in the expectation of its Obje&t, 
Hope3 in the doubt or danger of it, Fear 5 in the en- 
joy:nent of ir, Joy; in the abſence of it, Grief or Sor- 
row. The Object therefore of thy Love is the ſub- 
je of thy Grief, and the meaſure of thy Love to it; 
is the meaſure of thy Grief for it: Firſt therefore, ſee 
that thy intenſeſt Grief be relative to him that oughc 
to be the Obje&t of thy intenſeſt Love. Now our 
Love to God is under a double Conſideration : 1, Ab- 
ſolutely, as he is the chiefeſt, perfe&, abſolute Good. 
And under this Conſideration our Love ends in him : 
we love him for þis own ſake. And this is an An- 
= Love, and a pure ſublime Love and the 
ruit of this Love, is an endeavour of Conformity 
to his Nature and to his Will. 2. Relatively, as he 
is the Chiefet Good to us. And rhis creates jn us 4 
double Love to him : | 
1. A Love of Graticude, 2 return of Love*to 
him, becauſe we receive Love from him, 2 fobn 4. 
19. We love him, becayſe he firſt loved us : this even ng 
tural ingenuity would cha) enge of us. A 
A 2. 
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2. A-Love of Prudence, as I may call it, which. 
is the only tolerable Self-Love in the World, to love 
God , becauſe the fruition of his Favour and this 
Preſence is our beſt Advantage, as a moſt ſuicable 


By this thou mayeſt eaſily find what ſhould be the 
0bje# of thy intenſ(eſt Grief, Sin, is others, Plal: 119, 
135, Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, becauſe they 
keep not thy Law : But eſpecially Sin i» exr ſelves; that, 
and. only that, can deſerve our intenſeſt Sorrow , as 
the only thing that is contrary, 

1. To the Purity, the Glory, the Will of him 
that is the chiefeſt Good, Is he the chiefeſt Good? 
then certainly, whatſoever is contrary to his Purity, 
Glory, or Will, cannot chuſe but be the chiefeſt 
Evil, and conſequently , the obje& of thy Hatred, 
and of thy Grief. Is thy Conformity to his Nature 
and Will, the neceflary conſequence of thy Love 
unto him ? that then that ſpoils that-Conformity to 
him, cannot chuſe but be thy Sorrow : thou lovelt 
him, becauſe he is Good, and that Goodnels in him, 
which is the cauſe of thy Love, muſt of neceſſity 
imprint upon thee a delire to have the like ground 

on LOT in thy (elf, and this thy fin diſappoints 
OT. 

2, Contrary to that Gratitude, that even natural 
ingenuity teacheth thee to return to an ordinary Be- 
nefa&tor. Conſider, that great God, whom thou 
haſt offended, hath freely given thee thy Being, the 
greateſt Gift that is poſſibly conceiveable : and with 
thy Being, hath given thee the Copy of his Mind 
and Will, a moſt Reaſonable and Juſt Command, 
in the Obedience whereof, conſiſts thy Perfection 
and Happineſs : If he had given thee a rigorous and 
ſevere Law, taking in the whole compaſs of thy 
Being , or ſuch a Law wherein thou couldſt oy 
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ſeen nothing but the Abſolute Will of thy Creator 
yet the Debt thou owelt thy Creator , cold not be 
fatisfied with ſuch a performance: And now for thee to 
offend ſuch a Law of ſuch a God, that hath given 
thee thy Being ! Again , conſider that when thy Ma- 
ker could not by any imaginable Rule of Juſtice owe 
any thing to the exacteſt Obedience of his Crea- 
ture, yer ſuch was his Goodneſs, that he made him- 
ſelf a Debtor even to his own Creature, 'entring into 
a Covenant of Life with him, thereby to encourage _ 
his Obedience; and this for no other cauſe , but be- 
cauſe his Mercy endureth for ever: For can a man 
be profitable to God? Job 22. 2, And for a Man to fin 
againſt ſo much Condeſcenſion of an Infinite God to 
his own Creature ! Again conſider , when againſt ſo 
much Mercy and Love thou haſt offended thy Ma- 
ker, and even by thy own Contra&, as well as by 
the Juſt and Univerſal Right that God had over his 
Creature, haſt forfeited thy Being to thy Creator, 
yet he took not the advantage of it, remitted thy 
Forfeicure, and ſent a Sacrifice in thy ſtead, of- his 
own OS. with a meſlage of a fulneſs of Love, 
with a new Covenant of more ea(ine(s to perform, 
and of more comfort in the performance z with a 
Pardon for thy Sin, and with a Reward for ano- 
thers Righteouſneſs; and, when thou wert an enemy, 
and dead in ſins and treſpaſſes. ſent his Son to his 
Creature, to beſeech Reconciliation, and his Spirit, 
to give thee Life to accept it, and to ſeal thy ac- 
ceptation of it- with an earneſt and an aflurance of 
Life and Glory ; that by that Spirit, and chrough that 
Son of his, hath given thee Acceſs unto his own 
Majeſty, a diſcovery of that Glory, to the which thon 
art called ; Certainly, theſe are the higheſt ingage- 
ments of Gratitude , that are poſhble to be put upon 
a Creature, and do therefore challenge even from - 
Aa 2 natural 
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natural ingenuity, the higheſt Return thou canſt make, 
though ic be infmitely ſhort of what thou doeft owe : 
And yet after all this, croſs the Will of thy Creator, 
that hath done ſo much for thee ! to forget the Love of 
thy Savicur, and to crucifie him again ! to grieve thar 
Spirit of Love and Purity, that comes to cleanſe thee, 
and fit thee for thy Maſters uſe, and to feal thee to 
Life and Immortality ! to diſhonourt that Name, by 
which thou art called ! to pollute that Conſcience, 
which thy Saviour hath waſhed with kis Bloud ! to 
deface thar Image and Superfcription of thy Creator, 
which he was imprinting upon thy Soul ! to preter a 
baſe, unworthy . periſhing, unprofitable Luſt, or Vani- 
th, before the Honour of ſuch a God. the Love of ſuch 
a Saviour, the perſwaſton and importumities of ſuch a 
Spirit, before thy own Peace, Perfe&ion, and Happi- 
neſs ! to ves, and oppreſs, and deſpiſe the Patience and 
Bounty of him, that hath done all this for thee, and 
gives thee + an hour of Life to conſider of it, and a 
Promife of Grace and Pardon after all this, if thou 
canſt but mourn over thy Sins , thy unthankfulneſs, 
thy unworthy and difingenuous dealing with thy God. 
Lay the weight of theſe and the like aggravations upon 
thy hard and ſtony Heart, and bruiſe it into Tears of 
Blood for thy unkindneſs to ſo merciful a God. Thou 
canſt not exceed in this Sorrow; it is a Sorrow that 
ſprings from the Love of God in the Soul 3 a Sorrow 
that will cleanſe thy Soul, a Sorrow that will bring 
thee to thy Maker, a Sorrow that hath a Promiſe 0 
Acceptation goes along with it, a Sorrow that is 
mingled with Comfort , even the preſence of a Sa- 
viour,. and a Sorrow that ſhall end in a fulneſs of 
Joy. Sorrow for ſin, as for a neceſſary cauſe of mi- 
ſery. may end in deſperation, becauſe it ariſeth from 
love of our ſelves : but ſorrow for fin, as for anun- 
unchankful return of fo much Love from God, can- 
not3 
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got 3 becauſe the Love of God is under that Sorrow, 

and L ſpring of thoſe Tears, is a ſpring of Life agd 
Ort. 

.- 3- Contrary to that Good, which we loſe by it: 

1, Our Conformity to the Mind and Will of Gad, 
is our Perfection; and the nearer our /Conformity 
comes to his Will, the more perfect is our Being. 
Sin, whichis a violation of that Will of his, ſpoils and 
diforders this Conformity; and (o it interrupts that 
inherent Good, which otherwiſe would be in us. 

z. As it deſtroys our Conformity to the Will of 
God, and ſo {poils-ys.of our jnherent:Gogd, fo it in- 
terrupts that © axzwmnicative Good, that Influence of Life 
and Cemfert, which we have from Gad : It removes 
us to a greater diftance from him z it diſplaceth us 
from that Polition, in which, and by which, the. Goog- 
neſs of God ſhould be derived and conveyed to ys : 
we are by .it out of that .Covenant, ;that \Promiſe, 
which God hath made with his Creature : we are by 
it without the comfortable Preſence of Gadz without 
that Confidence , that we might otherwile-.have in 
himz out of the Affurance of his Prqvi nee and 
Protection : It makes ,qur Souls in the mid(t of all 
Fruition of outward Bleſſings, full. of doubtful Anxic- 
ries, Fears, and LUncertaintiesz, in che nudſt of any ex- 
rernal Trouble without a.Refyge . and. ſo full of De- 
ſpair: As .we cannot have Confidence to go to our 
offended. God by our Prayers, fo it makes him with- 
draw and hide ;himſelf from them : a continual dif- 
quietne(s and heavinels of Spirit, mingles and winds 
it {elf into. all our thoughts, even in our purſuics of 
diverſions from it,: the fame aſpect, that.is between 
God and. us, is between our own.Conſcience and us : 
The Light of his .Countenance is able ro give Life 
and. Comfort, and Serenity to the- Soul -in widſt 
of all the Loſes and Pains, nd Deaths inthe.World þ 

a 3 an 
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and the want of that Light, makes the moſt happy 

external Condition to be dark and diſconſolate. Abd 
all this Good I loſe by a tranſient, unprofitable Sin; 
2 Sin that I might have avoided, and therefore a 
Loſs that I might have avoided, a Loſs that comes 
not to me by my neceſlity , but by my foolith choice. 
I will therefore fit down and mourn in ſecret, for 
chat Comfort and Light, that I have thus fooliſhly 
finned away, and meaſure out my ſorrows and tears 
proportionable in ſome degree to that Loſs I have 
Tuſtained. © The time was, when it pleaſed the great 
God, to let his Preſence and the Light of his Coun- 
tenance to ſhine into my Soul; and when I could 
with Comfort and Confidence upon any occaſion go 
to him and preſent my wants , my defires, my ac- 
knowledgements unto him 3 and he that (its in Hea- 
ven was pleaſed to accept and entertain them at the 
hands of his Creature ; But now that Influence of his, 
hath mer with a filthy and backſliding Heart , and is 
weary of it, and hath withdrawn it ſelf, as juſtly ic 
may; and my Prayers are laden with my Guilt, and 
cannot get up to himz and he hides himſelf. | have 
regarded Iniquity in my Heart, and, as he hath ſaid, 
10 I find, he will not hear my Prayers. But though 
he will not hear my Prayers, yet he will not neglect 
my Tears. A broken and contrite beart, © Lord, they 
wilt '#ot deſpiſe, Q Lord, though I have 'thus trifled 
away my Peace,and my Comfo:t, and have deſtroyed 
my elf, yer in thee is my help. As I will not reſt in 
my Sin, ſo neither will I reſt in my Grief, but will 
"—__ wy ſelf, nor thee reſt, till thou haſt been 
pleaſed; in the Blood of thy Son, ro waſh away my 


Guilt, and reſtore unto me thy Preſence' and Peace 
gain; ' And when'T have tecovered this Loſs, I will, 
y the aſſiſtance of that good Spirit of thine, leam 
y this my in, to revenge my felf upon my fin [4h 


value 
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value the Mercy and Goodneſs of my Creator , that 
hath yet once more intruſted into my hands the Life 
and Comfort, which I had lately loſt; to value 
the neceſſity , as well as the Love of my Saviour, 
that hath been pleaſed by a reapplication of his own 
Blood, to waſh me again after my late Relapſez to 
yalue the kindne(s of the Pure and Bleſled Spirit, that, 
though by my fin I made him weary, and' forſake 
that polluted chamber of my Heart, yet is pleaſed 
to return and cleanſe, and take up again that Room, 
from which I had ſo unworthily excluded 'him: I 
will learn to priſe that Peace and Comfort , which 
once I had, and valued not, but loſt it for an unpro- 
ficable periſhing Sin : I will ſtrive to fence my Heart 
with renewed Covenants and Reſolutions' of. more 
watchfulne(s over my ſelf, that I return not again to 
Folly : I will fit down and bleſs the Mercy , Good- 
neſs, Patience, Bounty of God, that hath: not left 
me in that Condition, which I could neither endure 
nor remove; and ſtudy to return a Heart and Life in 
{ome meaſure an{werable to fo great Love and Good- 
nels. And when I have done all, O Lord Jeſus, let 
that Eternal Covenant berween thee and the Father, 
that thou ſhouldeſt give Eternal Life to as'many as 
he hath given thee, fob» 17. 2. that Power and Pro- 
miſe of thine, that none ſhall pluck me our of thy 
hands, eh 10, 28. that Ulnion with thee, that thou 
art pleaſed to give to as many as believe on thee, 
fohn 15. 4, 5. that Spirit of thine, which by that Uni- 
on with thee conveys Life and Influence "to the 
ſmalleſt branch in thee, preſerve and ſupport me in 
all my Purpoſes and Reſolutions , in all my Frailties 
and Temptations : For without thee I can do nothing. 

2. In reference to outward Objetts and occaſions of 
Sorrow, as loſs of Friends, Wealth, Reputation, Health, 
Life it ſelf, have a guard = this Paſſion: | 

2 4 I, 
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, I; Look-1ion:them-as the Fruics and Effect of 
thy Sin; and 4o;Jer-rhenh <arry thy Grief beyond the 
1mediace Qbjedt 10 the-meritorions cavſe of them, 
Ths # teſting of all AﬀMi&tionz the Plague in thy 
Heart 3s the Core and Fountzin of the Plagne of thy 
Exterhals.. And when thon haſt humbled thy Soul 
before 'thy Creator, and: gotten the 'Blood of th 

viour to waſh thy Conſcience, thy Afﬀiction ſhall 
be retmoved , or:thy Soul enabled with chearfulne( 
and comfort to bear it. 

- 8:;Laboar.jto find out the Voice of the Rod , the 
Mind of thy Creator , for, if thou diligently obſerve 
it there-i5 not a diſpenſation of Divine Providence, 
but ic brings a 'meſfage with it to thy Soul. Look 
mto thy, Heatt, 'it may be there is an accurſed thing 
in the midſt of thee, 7oſba 7.13. and this Aﬀition 
bids thee beup and removing it: It may be thy Heart 
was leaning too: much upon that very Bleſhng, where- 
in thou findeſt thy Croſs or Atfliction, which robbed 
thy Maker of ſome of the-Loveand Duty thou oweſt 
to him; It may be, thy Heart was grown dead and 
carele(s in thy applications to:thy Creator, ſecure and 
reſting in thy temporal Enjoyment, and he hath ſent 
his Meſſenger to awake thee: It may be, thou haſt 
had a dull and heavy Ear, that would not liſten, or 
could not »perceive God ſpeaking once, yea twice 
unto thee 1a a ſtill voice, 7ob 33. 14. 'and now he 

th ſent an jnſ{truftion with a louder voice : It may 
be, thou beganneſt roo-much to ſer up thy reſt here, 
to place thy Confidence in'the things of this World, 
£0 beovertaken with the delight in them, to over-ex- 
pe& them, and he hath fent a diſappointment into thy 
Counſels,.a Worm into thy -Gourd , 'a Moth into 
thy-Score, a Canker into-thy Bag, a Diftemper mmto 
thy Body, to ſhew thee the vanity of' thy Dependan- 
ces z ro make thee let go thy hold of chat, which may 

TIE errrrparng-at Cr a 


Cnap. XX. md of var Stlves. 361 
fall uþon, and hurt thee, but cannac fecure ther 3.4 
make the look upward 4 to quicken thy Life of Fait 
by thaking ehy Life of Senſe : It may be, thou weve 

owing pre ous in the Goodneſs of God, 
Airy in — towards him, ialolent gowards 
him, opinignative of thy ſelf : And he hath fenr'this 
ſearching icine to fallow and purge thele difor- 
derly and dangerous Humours : Burt grant hat 
all thy 'fearch thou tradeſt chat for a Jong time, thou 
haſt kept @ Watch over ahy Heart, that thou haſt 
endeavoured to walk humbly and ;perfetly before 
God, that thou canſt not find any thing upon the 
moſt faithful fearch thou canſt make, \that might be 
the Spring of this affliction ; yet is not thy Labour 
loſt, the -Clearneſs of thy Conſcience will be thy 
ſupport in thy AﬀMiction, and make thy Burden the 
eater. But yer for allthis, know thy Affliction hath 
a Voice till: if it look not backward, yet it looks 
forward 3 if it be not a Medicine to cure thee; yer 
it may be an Antidote to preſerve thee, a Cordial 
to ſtrengthen thee : ic bids thee improve thy -Pa- 
tience, thy Faith, thy Dependance-upon God , thy 
Experience of his Preſence, tl.y-earneſtneſs in Prayer, 
thy neglect of the World, thy Denyal of 'thy {elf. 
Learn therefore, before thou poureſt out thy ſor- 
row upon-any Aftiction, to examine -thy Heart, to 
ſearch our 'the-meaning of Got! in-it - it will regu- 
late thy Grief, and-in{tru&t thy mind both how to 
bear it, and how to ule it, 

3. Beware thou put not on a Reſolution -not+to 
be .grieved 'or troubled ar all -upon any occaſion of 
Grief. The putting on of fuch a Stoical Reſolution 
is to arm a Mans ſelf againtt God, to -harden the 
Heart not to receive -Correction 3 and, as much as 
in.a Man is, to difappotar'the purpoſe of :God : He, 
that -puc theſe. Paſſzans in the. 'Heart: of Man, How 

| ends 
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ſends this Meflenger to ſtir up this Paſſion , though 
thereby he intends a farther End : And for a Man to 
fence his Soul againſt any obje& of Sorrow, ſo as not 
to be moved thereby , ſhall be ſure to find either an 
abſolute Ruine, or that God will {o plant his Bat- 
teries againſt that Reſolution, that at length he will 
maſter him, and melt his Soul into a more pliable 
Diſpoſition. | 

4. When God ſends an occaſion of Sorrow , en- 
certain it with an Aﬀection anſwerable ro the Obje&, 
both in kind and meaſure : Let thy Grief be an 
humble Grief, not mingled with murmuring or dif- 
content. If thou couldſt imagine , thou hadſt not 
deſerved it, yet remember who it is that inflicts it, 
even he that is abſolute Lord of his Creature, and 
owes him not his Being. When thou goeſt and 
treadeſt upon a Worm, or a Snail, thou doeſt an 
injury ro thy fellow Creature , yet thou paſſeſt away 
and cakeſt no notice of it : But thy Creator can owe 
thee nothing. Take fup that incomparable \Reſolu- - 
tion and temper of Mind with old Ei, 1 Sam. 3. 18. 
It is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good, And 
this ſame Conſideration , as it will teach thee to 
mingle Humility with thy Grief, fo it will teach thee 
Patience and Quietneſs in thy Sorrow, becauſe the 
occaſion comes from the hand of a moſt Juſt and Wiſe 
and Merciful God. Impatience under any Afﬀiction, 
ariſecth from the termination of the motion of our 
Souls upon the immediate Object : he that knows, 
and fears, and loves his Creator, and fees his hand 
diſpenſing the Afitions, will learn Patience and 
Moderation , though he cannot forget Sorrow and 
_ Grief under it. 

+ Let thy Grief be moderate in Extent, Meaſure, 
2n1 Duration. Nothing but fin and the diſpleaſure 


of God can deſerve thy intenſeſt Grief, Learn to put ' 
| a true 
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2 true value upon thy Loſs, and meaſure out Sorrow 
anſwerable to it. Conſider, 

1. Thy Ls is not of thy chiefeſt Good, and there- 
fore deſerveth not thy intenſeſt Sorrow. Thy Peace 
with thy Creator , thy Everlaſting Hope , as long as 
they are ſafe, thou haſt enough left to oy 
the. greateſt Loſs thou canſt ſuffer ; What are li 
Afﬀictions, and but for a Moment, .when put in the 
' Balance with an Eternal Weight of Glory? 

2, Conſider, thy Loſs is not of oy own Good. 
Cannot the Almighty lend thee a Blefling, but thou 
muſt call it thine, 'and deny the abſolute Lord of it, 
the Property Of it ? It is his Corn, and his Wine, 
and his Oyl : and all our Bleſſings are his; and as 
they are his, ſo they are taken away by him. Learn 
to make the Will of thy Lord, the meaſure of thine 
and theh though Nature teach thee to grieve, Grace 
will reach thee not to exceed in thy Grief. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 


Of Watchfulneſs over ' our Will, Conſcience, 
and Spirit. 


A ND as thus thou maſt carry a Watch over thy 
{% Aﬀections , ſo learn to carry a Watch over 
thy Wil: | 

i. Learn to Principle 4t aright ; the great Lord, that 
hach put this -power or faculty in the 'Soul, hath 
therefare placed it there, that ir ſhould have a Con- 
formity to 'his Will : and when thou crofleſt his 
Will, it is thy. fin and Deformity ; and it will be 
thy Miſery. Do therefore to make his Will the 
Rule of thine, 

I. In what thou diff : and herein God hath not 
Jeft thee without a line to guide thee. He hath 
{hewed thee O man, what to do, and what doth the 
Lord require at thy hands, &c. he hath given thee 
a Rule, or Law, which is to be the guide of thy 
Obedience : 1. The Rule of his written Word tradu- 
ced unto thee by a wonder of Mercy and Provi- 
dence, a word that is nigh unto thee, Det, 30. 14. 
a light that ſhineth in a dark place. 2. The Rule 
ſecretly conveyed into thy Conſcience, by the Power 
and Wiſdom of God, Rem. 2. 15. a Law written in 
thy Heart and Conſcience. 3. The Rule manifeſt- 
ed in the Diſpenſation of Divine Providence, aflert- 
ing and confirming the two former, if exa&tly ob- 
ſerved, in the meaſuring out of Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, | 5 

2. 
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2. In what thow ſuffereft : the great Lotd is abſo- 
lute Lord over all his Creatures, and can owe them 
nothing bue what he pleaſeth ; only - ro contirm onr 
Faith, and encourage our Obedience he hath been 
pleaſed to give a Covenant that he will be our God 
if we remain his people ; yer in the Diſpenſarion of 
outward ay he bath not abſolurely bound him- 
ſelf, though fuch is his Goodneſs, that even in thoſe 
he obſerves a meaſure of Juſtice, which he doth not 
owe u*s, Leara therefore to make. the Will of thy 
Maket in all things the meaſure of thine. 

2, Nbſerve it in the firſks Motions fk while they 
tre preen and flexible, and before they be hardened 
inro Reſolutions, and ſo grow Maſterleſs : brin 
them to their Rule, and examine them by it, an 
accordingly entertain or reje&t them : Clog them 
with Deliberation, and by that means thou (halt be 
able to rake off the Violence and Eagerneſs of them, 
and likewife the Errours of them : O—_ not 
with thy (elf in the firſt Motions of thy ill to a- 
ny evi}, in Preſumprtion, that thou ſhalt be able ro 
maſter them before they come to ripeneſs 3 for thou 
{inneſt even in thoſe imperfe& iflues of thy Will, 
and indulgence towards them, will make them grow 
hardy and too ſtrong for thy Maſtery : conſider that 
in the firſt Motion of thy Heart, thy Will, which 
is the Miſtreſs of thy Soul, is the Party againſt whom 
thou muſt ſtrive, and thou haſt nothing to reclaim 
the Current of thoſe Motions, but the Grace of God, 
which may juſtly withdraw it {elf, if it finds a Com- 
pliance with that which is her Enemy. 

+ Stabliſh thy mind in the knowledge of God 
and of his Goodneſs ; and this being laid in the bot- 
tom will keep thy Ship from uncercain, piddy float- 
ng > The knowledge and Senfe of the chiefeſt 


Good, will catry the chicfeft Motions of thy Will 


towards 


366 Of the Knowledge of God, ParT IT, 


towards it, and againſt all that is contrarv to it : 
and by this means the Motions of thy Will will be 
certain, ſteddy, uniform, and regular : the inclina- 
tion of thy Will to any thing elſe will be meaſured 
by this, and ſubordinate unto it : if the Good pro- 
pounded canſiſt not with the Fruition of thy, chiefeft 
Good, thy Will will reje& that Good propounded ; 
and if it conſiſt with it, it will meaſure a Motion of 
the Will cowards that Good proportionable to it : 
and the want of the Knowledge: or Sence of this 
Good ſends the Motions of thy Will on gadding 
after every Vanity, ſtedfaſt in nothing, willing what 
it hath not, and weary of what it hath, purſuing a 
Butrer-fly or a Glow-worm with the ſame eager- 
neſs and intention of Soul, as it wouid do a fub- 
ſtantial and ſatisfactory Good : when thou ſeeſt a 
Child fixing the intention of his mind upon a Rat- 
tle or a Hobby-horſe, more than upon a goodly Man- 
nour, or upon a Feather or a Riband more than up- 
on a Title of Honour conjoyned with Power 3 and 
when he hath theſe Toys, to be weary of them, and 
purſue ſomething elſe ; thou cagſt eafily ſee the 
ound of this Errour in his Valuation to ariſe from 
is Ignorance of the true difference between them ; 
and this unſtability in his content in them, doth a- 
riſe from the emptineſs and unuſefulneſs of them, 
and that diſproportion which he finds in them to his 
expectation ; his infant reaſon being yet better able 
to value in Fruition than in expectation : And -yet 
thou doſt not conſider that the diſproportion of thole 
things, which thy riper Will purſues as Good, as to 
the chiefeſt Good, is infinitely greater than that of the 
moſt Childiſh enjoyment to thoſe things, wherein the 
moſt and wiſeſt of Men place their chief expeCta- 
tion 3 and that che Errour of the moſt childifh J 
ment, laid in the Ballance with che Judgmeac of t& 
(oy 
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wiſe Menof the World, wants fewer Grains to make 
it equal, than that of the wiſeſt Man in the World 
not having his Soul ballaſted with the Love and 
Knowledge of God, laid in the Scales with one, that 
makes his Creator his chiefeſt hope and expectation. 

Keep a Guard upon thy- Conſcience 5 The chief 
work of Conſcience in the Soul confiſts in theſe 
things : 1. The reception of ſound practical Princi- 
ples : this is the Foundation of all its ſubſequent 
working, the Major propoſition : 2. The diſcovery 
of thoſe Actions or purpoſes which are in the Soul: 
3. The comparing of thoſe Aftons or purpoſes with 
thoſe former practical grounds : 4. The Concluſion or 
Judgment upon thoſe Actions and Principles thus 
opered, of Abſolation or Approbation, or of Con- 

emnation and Rejection : 5. The Motion of the 

Conſcience towards the Soul upon this conviction, 
:iz. Perſwaſion or Diſſuaſtion , to or from the A& 
in queſtion; if future ; ſtirring or comforting the Soul 
in reference to the Act, if paſt. Thy Conſcience is 
that Cart by which thou doſt, or ſhouldeſt, ſteer 
thy Courſe in this World towards the other : and 
therefore it is of higheſt Concernment to have an 
eye upon it : and therefore, 

1. Learn to furniſh it with practical Principles of 
Truth and Soundneſs. - Theſe Principles are, for any 
thing that appears to me, extrinſecal to the Son]; 
the Dicates of the Divine Law and Will conveyed 
into the Conſcience, either by the immediate Re-- 
velation and Demonſtration of God unto the Soul ; 
thus to Adew in a perfe&t meaſure, and to'thoſe Ho- 
p men of God, the Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apo- 

lesz or by the Courſe and way of his Providence, 
either by unwritten Tradition, Rom, 2. 15. and this 
was a more uncertain Diſpenſation , becauſe more 
ealie to be corrupted by the Praftices and — 
0 
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of Men, which were ſo mingled with it, that it was 
very hard to difcover the eat from the Chaff 3 
fo that if we ſhould now go to gather up Princi- 
ples for the Conſcience out of the PraQtices of Men 
or Nations, or the Colle&ions of humane Laws or 
Authors, we ſhould gather up Principles full of un- 
certainty.contrarieties,and inconſiſtencies among them- 
felves ;' and ſuch of them as had any found Confor- 
mity to truth were ſo general , that ſeveral Men, 
or the ſame Man at ſeveral times, or upon ſeveral 
occafions, would deduce from them a juſtification of 
contrary Praftices 3 as we fee is done among divers 
Men, that admit the ſame yu_ Principles. of 
Practice , and yet upon the fame Principles their 
Conſciences, when they come to particular Adi- 
ons, a& quite contrary one to the other : the great 
and merciful God, hath therefore, by a wonderful 
Courſe of his Providence, conveyed unto us a Col- 
ledion of practical Principles made by himſelf, even 
the Word of his Truth, admirably adequared to our 
uſe, eſpecially in ewo things : 1. Of their Truth 
and Infallibility, we cannot miſtake them, for they 
are the very Revelations of the God of Truth, un- 
mingled with the Sophiſtications and Corruptions of 
Men, Gold ſeven times tryed : 2. Their Particularity 
and Certainty ; there is ſcarce an Action in a Mans 
whole life, but a Man hall find a Rule fitted for 
it : David, that had but a part of it, and a (mal} 
and a dark pwrt of it in Compariſon of what we 
have, calls it a Perfe&t Law. —_— the Soul, 
a ſure Teſtimony, making wiſe the Sample, P/al. 19, 


7. a Commandment exceeding all other perfection, 
Pſal. 119. 95. that made him wiſer than his Enemies 
and Teachers. 16id 98, a Word ableto make'the Man 
of God perfe&, throughly furniſhed' to all good 
Works, 2 Tim, 3.17. and though the very we 
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of the Book are full of admirable Truth and Con- 
viction, infinitely out-going all the writings of Men, 
yet there is more in it than this; even-a Promiſe 
of a Bleffing of it, to as many as ſeriouſly make 
it' their ſtudy and Rule of Life and Faich, and a 
fulfilling of that Promiſe, the Son of God fſendi 
his own Spirit along with the uſe of that Word, 
Life with the Letter, into the Soul : And this was 
that which made this Law of God, thongh compri- 
" fed in alittle Volume, to be fo exceeding wide, 
and precious to David; there went along with it 
and with his Meditation of ir, a Spirit of Life and 
Light, that ſhewed him larger Dimenſions of ir, 
than could be found by the bare ſtrength of his 
natural Underſtanding. F 

2, Take leifure upon all thy . Aftions and Parpo- 
ſes to _—_— thy Conſcience with them, that ſo 
thy Conſcience may have time to deliberate, and 
to compare it with its Principle, the Word of God. 
Precipitancy and Haſtineſs in Actions robs the Con- 
ſcience of that employment, which God hath given 
to it 3 and as it is the Mother of all fin, ſo it brings 
a double inconvenience to a Man, even from his 
Conſcience, vis. 1. A deadneſs and unproficable- 
neſs in the faculry : Ir is fo kept under and our of 
employment, that ir forgers her buſineſs : when ir 
is laid aſide and ſeldom conſulted with, it grows 
nnexpert and unable ro give an Anſwer, when it 
may be we deſire it : The dire&ion of Conſcience, 
where it is well' uſed, is ſeldom without the imme- 
diate dire&ion of the very Spirit of God ; and when 
the Guidance of that Spirit is neglected, ic will not 
return to thy aſſiſtance when thou pleaſeſt : 2. Ic 
turns thar, which would be thy Counſellor, into thy 
Acculer and Tormentor : thou refuſeſt to give her 
time to do her Office before I and _ 
An ore 
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fore it will be bold: to rake time ro do her Office 
aſter : She cannot-be admitted to adviſe thee, but ſhe 
will take Liberty to accuſe and Ring t9en 

3. Endeavour ſtill. ro keep thy Conſcience tender 
and ſenſible: Rather defire to be troubled with 2 
ſeemingly peeviſh Conſcience, that will check almoſt 
at any thing, than to be at quiet with a dull and 
ſtupid. Confkctence, that will down with any thing : 
It may be it will be ſomewhat troubleſome, but 
it.is ſafe, and thou ſhalt find Comfort in forbearing 
of rhat, which thy tender Conſcience wiſht thee to 
foregoe, and be able abundantly to fatisfte that trou- 
ble which thou art put to by thy forbearance : 
The Conſcience of thine Integrity will be more ſa 
tisfatory to thee, than the curioſity of thy Con- 
ſcience. will be troubleſome : And be very prochne 
and curious in thy Diſputations with thy Conlcience ; 


thou mayſt, before thou art aware, diſpute thy Con- 


ſcience into Stupidity, or thy ſelf into perplexity. 
4. Obſerve exactly the Language of thy  Con- 
ſcience to thy Soul z for moſt commonly the Con- 
ſcience rakes part with her Maker: if ſhe perſwade, 
be doing ; if ſhe diſſuade, forbear : He, that in the 
Fear of God liſtens to the Voice of his Conſcience- 
in a thing of it ſelf indifferent, yer over ballanced 
from - its indifferency by the Di&ate of his Con- 
ſcience, performs a work of Obedience to God well 
near as acceptable as he that doth a work of its 
own Nature good 3 for as much as the Life and For- 
mality. of any good work confiſts not ſo much in 
the Nature of the thing that is done, as in the rea- 
{on or ground of the doing it, viz. the Love of 
God : And that man that, ving endeavoured to 
Principle his Conſcience aright with the Word ob 
truth, dath honeſtly and ſincerely follow the dire 
&ions of ir, ſhall be fare not to erre long} or. day 
gerouſly : 


CHAP, XXII and AY our Felpes: © $71 


gerouſly : God , having, | placed - the - Conſience in 
our Breaſt as his ow CICARerens looks upon ſuch 
a ſubjection to che Con(ſience as an Obedience to 
himſelf, and his own Auchority, and wh in due ti 
by his own Power and Irie inlighten and gui 
ſuch a Conſcience to perform his Othce regularly 
and y py 

5. As aconſequence of . the Toners when a que- 
ſion ariſeth in thy Conſcience, er. ſuch a thing 
may be (afely omitted, which thou art ſure :may, be 
ſafely done 3 or whether ſuch a thing . may * jaiely 
done, which thou art ſure may he ſafely ſochory 
put not thy (elf, nor thy Conſcience, upon a ouce 
where thou needelt not. ; z but be contenc rather to 
abridge thy {ſelf from a Liberty, ak may - be 
bably lawful, than co pur thy {elf upon an Adio 
or Omiſſion that may at leaſt be diſpuraly fi 
and ſo much the rather becauſe thy Heart. Fa 
fal, and' as it loves Liberty, fo it finds our Sophi- 
ſtry enough to corrupt thy Judgment and thy Con- 
ſcience, if thou give way unto ut: there is ſcarce Na 
groſleſt lin that ever any Man commitced,. but 
Heart found out ſome Reaſons to. bribe or quiet 
Conſcience in the Commiſſion of it : Rather we 
mit to the ſtill Voice of thy Conſcience in the r6- 
ſtraint even of thy ig iverty, though it give 
thee. not a Reaſon for it ; zhan liſten, t9 on i a 
of thy Heart for the all owance 0 ſpect her, 
for ſhe ſpeaks i in her own cauſe, and is partial and 
deceitful. This on the ,one hand may be a fafe Ruly 
for us touching, Stage- Plays, long Hair, Gaming, 
fury, &c. on the other, touc! ing the friſt Obſerva- 
tion of the” Lord's Day, ſer times of Prayer, &c. 

6. As ah jncident- likewiſe to the former, w 
2 queſtion cornes in-thy Contciepce honching 2 thing 
whether tg be-done gr ot, @ and that upon the {cry- 

tiny 
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tiny of thy Conſcience it ſeems to be equally bal: . 
lanced; 'no Rule to guide thee, no Circumſtance that 
thrown into the Scale can take away the indifferency 
of either ſtde, it is a fafe Rule, though not always 
neceſlary, 'to forſake that which the inclination of 
thy own natural Appetite moſt prompts thee to: 
The Reaſon is that which is before mentioned, the 
Heart is apt to magnifie thoſe Arguments that con- 
duce to the execution of that, which ſuits with thy 
ſinful Appetite, and to leſſen and flight choſe, that 
make againſt it : So that in- a Deciſion of indiffe- 
rency in ſuch a competition a Man may in a more 
impartial Judgment conclude the thing to be there- 
fore not indifferent, bur finfal, becauſe thy finful 
Heart can but bring up what ſhe loves bur to an 
equal Ballance : thou muſt therefore in ſuch a Caſe 
never hold chat Gold paſſable, which doth not turn 
the Scale. 

7. As thus in the Directing Operation of thy Con- 
ſcience in things to be done, or not to be done, (0 
in the motion of thy Conſcience after the things don: or 
omitted :* Sometimes the Conſcience is filent before 
the Aion, yet ſhe {peaks after, and according to 
that Language of thy Conſcience, fo let the afecti- 
on of thy Soul be: If it approve and juſtifie the 
thing done, bleſs thy Creator for the Action, and 
bleſs thy Creator for thy Conſcience that he is plea- 
ſed to give thee a reward within - thy ſelf of thy 
Integrity : If thy Conſcience blame thee, though 
never (o little, deſpiſe not, nor negle& this ſecret 
Check ; it is a Meſlage from Heaven that ſummons 
thee to theſe Duties : 

1, To Thankfulneſs to God, that is pleaſed not to 
ive thee over to incurable Guilt of hardneſs of 
eart 3 that though thou haſt rejected the Admoni- 

tion of thy Lord feat by thy -Conſcience before thou 
offendelt, 


CHAP, XXIII. and of our Selves. 373 


offendeft, yer he doth not give thee over, hut fol- 
lows thee with the rebuke of thy Conſcience, . that 
though the former did not divert thee, the- latter 
may reclaim thee : As Jong as thou haſt a Conſcience 
that can check thee, God hath not given. over. his 
OI of thee, for it is the Voice of God by thy Con- 
cience. 

2. To Hwniliation and ſorrow of Heart : This as 
it is the natural and genuine effe& of. a Guilt dif- 
covered, ( unleſs the Heart be given over to a re- 
probate Senſe ) ſo it is a moſt uſeful effect, becauſe 
ic. makes the Heart of, and fit to receive thoſe. im- 
poſitions, which will enſue upon ſuch a.Sorrow.,. fit 
ro receive Inſtruction, a proud Heart will not bend, 
nor yield ; fit to take up Reſolutions of ameadment 
the preſent Senſe of Guilt thews fin to the Soul in 
ics own true Dreſs, it is bitcernels.in the end; fit to 
implore a Pardon, and fit to receive. it, becauſe it 
now knows how truly to . value it : And though 
thy greater ſin deſerve thy greater Sorraw,, yet 
thy very failings, {ins of daily incurſton, Errqurs in 
Circumſtances of Actions, defe&ts and wants of . in- 
tention in Duties, do all deſerve as true Sorrow, 
though not ſo great; and therefore cheriſh and en- 
courage thy {tr Hick co. be. vigilant in this, by 
obſerving her . rebukes even concerning theſe, and 
let not the refleion of theſe paſs without as par- 
ticular an Humiliation of- thy Soul befare God for 
them z for they are (ins againſt .che Duty and Grati- 
tude thou owelt to_ thy \ Creator 3, and it will 
make thy furyure Converſation more exact. and more 
comfortable ſorrow of. Heart for thoſe. ſmaller, of- 
fences : as it will make preſumpruous fits the more 
ideous , and. the more abhorred, fo t. will waſte 

number and. meaſure of thpſe ſmaller, offences, 
which Jike ſwarms of fle3 cover our daily: Aftions 


* 


of all ;Bb 3 3. To 
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-3- To- [eek ont for that, 'which catr only*pacifie 
ty! Confiies "nd Rides we thy Sortow, which 
cannor*be_bat'by removing the Guilt And now tet 
thy Soul teafch"the wii mals of Heaven and 
Earth, "3nd where canſt thou find ary” thing thar can 
femove'thy Gwlc of -rhe "(ſmalleſt i ES 
bur him alone againſt whom thou haſt committed ir 
and where canſt thou find any means for obtaining 
remiflioh from fins, but by that means which he him- 
{lf hath preſcribed ? and where hath he preſcribed 
any fuch means, bur in his Word ? and where in his 
Word buc/m-his Son? Matrh. 1 1. 28.' Come nto me, 
all "that Tahour, and are heavy laden, and 1 will give 
you reft. | Tf "then T'ſtay at home, I find nothing 
within me; but a troybled and chiding Conſcience; 
and it will be 5 hes me to remove this Guilt; 
I will therefore venture my Soul upon the free Pro- 
- of Gad in Chriſt; and with the Lepers in the * 

amine ng If he fave me, I ſhall hive ; andif 
he kill me, 1 can but die, 

' 4+ To fallupon thy knees before the great God, and 
to beg for thy Life, and for thy Peace : © O Lord 
* my. fin hath brought a Guilt upon my Soul, and 
f rhat -Guilt hath raifed a Storm in' ny Conſcience, 
© bur if chou, who art only offended; and therefore 
$ canft only forgive, ſpeak the Word to thy Ser- 
* vant,.. Be thox clean, and to my Conlcience, Peace be 
* fit; "my Guilt, and with it that Tempeſt, thar 15 
* within me, will be removed -: Do it, I beſeech 
* thee.” for thy Trath and Promiſe ſake ; thou canſt 
*not ove Remiſſion to thy Creature? but thou haſt 
* been ſpe ro ingage thy ſelf to thy Creature 


A 


upon Repenrance to have mercy and forgivez' and 
oo fee romiſe of thine will Thang , though 
| } 


A 


y {era ro reje&t me : Do it for thy Mercy fk | 
0u, thi haft comuanded me to forgive oY, hf 
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* ther till ſeventy times ſeven times, if as often he turn 
* and repent, -haſt infinitely more Mercy towards thy 
* Cre2ture , than thoa requireſt from it: Do it for 
* thy Gheries fake; thou haſt ſaid it is the Glory of 
Pf: Man to pals by a Tranſgreffion, and what can 
* be glorious in thy Creature that hath not a reſem- 
* blance of thy own mind and Image? nay do it for 
* thy © wa fake ; thou haſt been pleaſed to give 
* 2 publick Sacrifice for all our ſms againſt thee, 
*even thy Son, by an eternal Covenant with a 
*Proclamation, That whoſoever will, may come and 
* rake of the water of Life freely ; and rhoa haſt been 
* pleaſed as it were to depoſite a Pardon in thy Sons 
* hand for as many as come unto chee by him, and 
*to lay upon him that Chaſtiſement of our Peace 3 
* and though I, like a Man, have gone aſide, yet thy 
* Gifts are without Repenrance 3 Thar ſatisfaQtion 
* therefore, which thou, out of thy abundant Love, 
* wert pleaſed to give unto thy ſelf, I beſeech thee 
* accept, and as it will be the Glory of thy Mercy, 
* ſo it will be che Honour of thine own Juſtice 3 
* for if we confeſs our fins, thoa art Juſt, as well as 
* Faithful, ro forgive us our fins in him that was the 
* price of our Peace. 

Ser a Watch upon thy Spirit : As the Soul is the 
Life of the Body, {o the Spirit is the Life of the 
Soul, that a&ive Principle which works by the Will, 
the Aﬀections and Confcience, This appears by the 
frequent Denomination of the Spirit, and by its con- 
tradiſtintion to the very Soul, Ephel., 4. 2 3. Spirit 
of the mind, Prov. 18, 14. The Spirit of a Man will 
Suft ain his infirmities ; but a wounded Spirit who can bear ? 
Prov. 20. 27, The Spirit of a Man is the Candle of 
the Lord, Prov. 16.2, The Loyd weigheth the Spir ts, 
Eccl. 7. 8. The patient in Spirit is better than the proud 
in Spirit, Taiahi5 7. 15. to revive the Spirit of the hum- 

Bb + ble, 
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ble, 16. The Spirit ſhould fall before me, and the Soul; 
which 1 have made. James 4. 5- The Spirit, that i; 
in us, luleth to Emy. Heb. 12, 23. The Spirits of 7uſt 
men made perfett. 1 Thel. 5: 23. 1 pray God our whole 
S$jirit, and Seal, and Body, &c. Heb. 4. 12. droiding 
between the Soul and the Spirit, Rom. 8. 16. The Spirit 
beareth witneſs with our Spirit. And here we take not 
Spirit phyſically, for thoſe Inſtruments, whereby the . 
Sout works, but for that Principle of a@ivity, which 
works in the Soul : theſe Diſorders that fit upon the 
Spirit principally are two : 

I. In the Deſet; Deadneſs and Depreſſion in 
the Spirit : The Spirit is that which only can hold 
Communion with God : he that will ogy him, 
2s he muſt worſhip him in Spirit and Truth, fo with 
his Spirit 3 and without that mingled with thy Pray- 
ers they are dead, and cannot come at him z and with- 
out thy Spirit brought to his Word, and to his Or- 
dinances , they cannot come at thy Soul. As the 

- Spitits of chy Blood are thoſe that unite ſenſible Qb- 
jets to thy Soul, ſo the Spirit of thy Soul is that 
which can only bring home Divine impreſſions from 
God to thy Soul, or expreſfions from thy Soul ac- 
ceptably ro God. Upon ſuch occaſions awake thy 
Spirit and mingle it with thy Services, and ſhake off 
that Dulneſs: and Heavine(s of Spirit : it will make 
thy Prayers unefftectual, and thy Services unprofitable. 

' 2. In'the Exceſs , Elation, and Pride of Spirit : 
And from this Capital diſeaſe in the Spirit proceed 
thoſe others of Envy, the Spirit that is in us luſteth 
#fter emyy : The Spirit of Revenge, Lake 9. 55. 7 
know not of what Spirit you are : The Spirit of Murmur-. 
ng and Diſcontent ; Theſe are but the productions 
of che Spirit of Pride, when it meets with any thin 
hat croflet'; it : If ic meet with any Perſon that ſen(- 
ply exceederh the Perſon in whom it is in worth 
+ ae NET ae ® eſteem, 
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eſteem,, or other_Acceſſions, then it is turned into 
Envy, and that mov into Revenge. And this was 
the very Original 'of the Devils immediate” ation | 
upon our firſt Parents z his Pride though it-made him 
lower. by , his fall, ic made him not more humble. 
And from hence ariſath \ Ong - and Di 
becauſe that which befalls im him in his el 
opnion.of his own Merit or Deſert. - And from hence 
proceeds the rejection 'of God, and of his. direQi- 
ons, from an opinion. of a ſelf-ſufficieficy and ful- 
neſs. . To cure this: Diſtemper - and the products 
of it, labour for Poverty and Humility of Spirit up- 
on thele Conſiderations * 

I. That whatſoever thou haſt of worth or good in 
thee, it is not thy own, it is a derived good : the good 
that is moſt thy own, even thy eſſential good, is not 
thy own, thou owelt thy Being. to ſomewhat with- 
out thee : Bur grant .it were thine own, yet the 
Comfort, and Life, and Beauty of thy Being were 
nothing without a farther good that is not thy own : 
thy Power, thy Wealth, thy - Strength, thy Know- 
ledge, thele are not in thy Eſſence, they are deri- 
ved Goods, and ſuch as are not from thy ſelf : the 
moſt exact faculty of thy - Soul, is but empty till it 
be filled by an Object without-:thee : In 
higheſt Fruition thou haſt a juſt occaſion to magni 
God, from whom thou haſt it 5 not to magnife 
thy (elf, that doſt only receive it ; Learn therefore 
the Original of that good , whatever: it be, that . 
thou enjoyeſt, it will make thee 'thankful and keep 
thee humble. 

2, That in thy felf thou haſt nothing but emptineſs 
and vanity : Thou hadſt-a good, it is true, which was 
{ent thee by the Lord of thy Being, and. that we have 
ſhewn was no occa{ion toexalt thy ſelf, becauſe it was 
not. thine own : but even that thou haſt loſt now, - 

tay 
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7 hath nothing left thee whereof 'to be 
road. * | 1 Pp t 

3. That it is impoſſible for thee to come to en- 

joy that which muſt make thee happy till thou art 

y, fenlible of thy own emprinels 2nd nothing- 

, and thy Spirit _ brought down and laid 
in the duſt :: As Jong as thy Sop! is full of thy Ho- 
Baur, or of thy -Wealch,' or of the World,” or of 
thy own Righteouſneſs, or Worth, there is no room 
for thy Saviour, or his fulteſs ; thou wilt” nor Te- 
ccive him, «becauſe thou findeſt not any want 3 and 
thou canſt nat receive hin, becauſe thot haſt ng 
room : And as it indiſpoſeth thee to receive good 
from God; ' {o it indiſpoſeth ( as I may ſay) God 
to give it : for thy Pride aflumerh that both from 
- Gad which is his, and -apphies it to thy ſelf, even 
that acknowledgement and Honour, which is a Tri- 
bute wholly and only due to God : and hence it is 
that he reſiſts che Proud, becauſe they rob him of 
the Duty, that by all the Laws and Reaſons imma- 
ginable thou-oweſt to him. 

4. Thar the Grace of God, the Knowledge and 
Senſe of his'Love, the Spirit of Chriſt is an hum- 
bling Spixit 3 rhe more thou haſt of it, the more (it 
will hamble thees and it 1s a 11gn that either thou 
baſt ic nor, or | that it is yet over-maſtered by thy 
corruption 5 if-thy Heart be till havghty : it thews 
thee thy {ſelf in thy true Dreſs, and makes thee 
abhor thy ſelf : it ſhews thee the Purity and Ma- 
jeſty of rhe great God, with whom rhou haſt to deal, 
and teacheth thee Fear and Honour towards him : it 
teacherh rhee to live by thy Saviour's Life, to be 
righteous by his'Purity, to be ſaved by his Sufferings, 
ro: walk by his Rule, and to aim at his Glory : it 
fthews thee that thou haſt all from him, and frames thy 


Heart to return all to 'him- 5 Ir reſtores thee to that 
Poſition 


o 
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Pofition'and Conſtitutioa. in which thou waſt made, 
and takes off chat diſtemper of Spirit, which atmade 
hach put thee below chou waſt; and yet-ex- 
aech thy fooliſh Spitir above it. 

"(There was 4 third Objetfof our Watch propoſed, 
viz, "Temptations, which ate eicher, 1, For Tryat: 
z. To Sin; of' which" ſee che Meditations upon the 


. 


Lord's Prayer, Afﬀictions, &c. 
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CHAP. EXTV. 


Of the new Life, ar Sauitification, and the nt- 
celſity of it. | 


JITHER TO. we: have conſidered the Duty 
| and Means of Mortification, the putcing off of 
the Old Man, thoſe Diſtempers and Diforders of our 
Souls, by which they become unconformable OF 
Image and Mind of God z the Principle whereof is 
the Spirit and Grace of God given us in Chrilt 3 and 
the Means of this work chaſe which we have before 
mentioned : Now we came to.conhder of that New 
Life, which follows -hereupon moſt-neo : 

1. Becauſe ie proceeds moltneceflarily from the 
ſame Principle. As in 2 natural Man fallea into ſome 
Diſtemper , it is the ſame ſtrength of Nature that 
conquers the Diſeaſe, and it being conquered, main- 
tains the Body in its natural Operations , which is 
Health 3 ſo the ſamevital power of the Spirit of God 
is that, which avermarchetty thoks Ditempers/in our 
Soul, which are contrary to oor ſpiritual Life and 
Motion, and- conſerves that Conſti ution of Health 
in _the Soul, by which it movey reguiariy and _ 


380 Of the Knowledge of God, ParT II. 
hy the Will of God, which is our New 


z; Becauſe the Motion of thoſe Diſtempers, which 
fit in our Soul, doth neceſſarily conform our Souls 
.to/that condition in which we were created. God . 
at firſt created .us in a Conformity unto himſelf , 
our. fin brought: an impotency upon our Nature, by 
which we contracted all thoſe Corruptions and Dt 
ſtempers, that . have diſordered our Souls, and di- 
verted us from God, when God is pleaſed, by the 
power of his own Spirit purchaſed for us by the 
Blood of Chriſt, to put into: us a Principle of life 
and ſtrength to work out thoſe Corruptions and Dif- 
orders of our Souls, . there muſt neceffarily follow a 
life conformable to the Will of God, and as there 
- 15 no Medixm between Life and Death, ſo when this 

Death of our Souls is removed by that Principle of 
Life, chere neceffarily follows a New Life, and new 
Operations anſwerable to it. - | 

34 The End of the Motion of thoſe diſorders of 
the :Soul-is in order to our New Life : 1 Pet. 2. 24. 
That © we being dead to fin, ſhould live to Righteouſneſs : 
Ephelſ: 2. 10. Created in Chriſt eſs unto good works, It 
was the end of the Death of Chriſt, 7 :c. 2. 14. the 
Tree that bore wild Figs, and that which bore none, 
were '\equally curſed. John 15:2. Every branch in me 
that 'beareth nat - frnit;. be taketh - away. So then the 
work of Morrtification and Sanctification differ only 
in their Relacions, not'in themſelves : they are both 
effects of that ſame Life, which, by | the: Spirit of 
Chriſt and our -Union to him, is wrought in us: 
they both drive to the ſame End, even to.our Con- 
formity ro our Head; Chriſt Jeſus, which is our 
Conformity to the Wilt of God, wherein confilts 
the-Perfe&tion of every Creature : For this is the Will 
of God, even your Sanitification, 1 Thel, 4-3. Tlie 
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The Honour and Glory of God is, and ought ro 
be, the ſupream End of all aftions and things in the 
World. And this is that , which every Creatufe in 
his right ſtation and condition doth drive at , accord- 
ing to the meaſure 'and d of its natural perfe- 
on : = as _ t - of we in all his ad 
ons, is his own Gloty, ſo every Creature having a 
conformity ro the Wil of God, is moved by hin 
towards that End. And as this,is the greateſt and 
chiefeſt End of all Creatures and *Actions, fo the 
motion towards it, muſt needs be the moſt perfect 
operation of the Creature. And as this Truth is 
founded in Nature and Reaſon, fo it is the good 
Plealure of Hoy God -to joyn the Perfection 
and Happineſs. of the Creature in this Conformity to 
his Mind and Will. When any thing therefore con- - 
tinues in an univerſal free ſubjeRion and ſubſervience 
to the Will of God , as that very ſubjection and ſub- 
ſervience-is an Honour to.the Lord of his Being , fo 
by that ſubje&ion : and ſubſervience, is.the Creature 
moved and managed to the Glory of God, evento 
the fulfilling of his Will, and, as a neceffary Con- 
comitant toit, to its own Perfection and Happineſs. 
Chriſt, that was in all things conformable to the 
Mind and Will of God, for he came to do the Will 
of his Father, came into this World to bring Ho- 
nour to the great God by-his Creature Man, and, as 
2 concomitant and a neceſlary Conſequent of it, Hap- 

ineſs and Perfe&ion to Man : and to that End, firſt 
ſers him free from that Guile and Curſe, which 

he contracted by his Fallz removes from him thoſe 
Ferters of the Power and Reign of Sin, whereby he 
was diſabled to.move conformably to the Will of 
God; puts into- him a Spirit of Life, that may en- 
able him to live to God, and be conformable to his 
Will; and move to his Glory : and this is his p< 
Aron, 
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ficatior, So then '\next to that great and ultimate 
End. of the Glory of God, the San&ihcation of the 
Creature , and rendering it conformable to the Will 
of God, was. the greateſt End: of Chriſt's work of 
Redemprion,, Epheſ; 5. 25, 26,27. Even as Chriſt alſs 
loved the Church, an gave himſelf for it, that he might 
fanttifie and cleanſe it, &&c; Luke 1. 74. that weibeing de- 
livered, 8c. might ſerve him without fear in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs, "Tit. 2. 14. who fave himſelf for #5 ; that 
he might redeem ns from all iniquity, and parifie unto bim- 
felf a peculiar yrople, 8c; So: that Even our - Juſtifica- 
tion iS in otder: to 0ur . Sanctification ,' and that in 
order to the Glory of, God; viz. thar his Crearure 
might be conformable to'his Will, and might active 
iy move to the Glory of the Creator ,. wherein' con- 
_ fiſts —— and with which is joyned the Crearures 
Touching this matter , theſe things are conſoderable, 
+, The Neceſſity of it: 2 The Means, whereby it 
is effected : 3. The Degrees of it: 4. The Parts of 
Extent of it. $i] c 
' 3. That the Sanctification of the Heart aid Life is 
abfolately Neceſſary to every Chriſtian, in fome mea- 
fare anſwerable to- his natural Perfection, upon theſe 
Confiderations: 7 
1. It was the End of the coming of Chriſt into'the 
World, and the very End of thy. Juftification., His 
End was not only to remove thy Guilt-and thy Curſe, 
but to make thee conformable to the Will-of thy 
Creator , that thou" mayeſt be: aftively ſibleryient 
unto his Glory , which thou canft not be, unleſs thy 
Nature be changed, as well as. thy' Sin pardon 
The great End of the coming of Chrift, was to bring 
Glory: to his Father.If he only free thee from thy Guile, 
he brings Mercy to: his Creature : but uolefshe- cleanſe 
_ —w_ thy Nature, thou remaineſt ufcleis to y 
| 2, 
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god £0 the Soul, doth. as naturally cauſe Love ig 
to God , asthe' union of the S2ries to the Glats; 
reflects the Reſemblance from the-Glals again, + obs 
19: We love bins, becanſe he lvved ws firſt : Vis was 2 
Con of Pity, Compa 10N, 2 Love of Bounty and 
Goodneſs, a Love that broke through Death-ahd 
eater difficulcies than Death, evea' the uniting of 
Divinity to our Fleſh; a Love paſſing Kgow- 
ledge: and thine cannot chaſe but be a-Love: of. Ae+ 
mitation and Aſtoniſbment,, a Love of Thankful- 
neſs and Gratitude, When the Spitit of God works 
Faith- in. thee , it worketh by Love, even by pre- 
ſenting the Love of. God to thy Soul in as full di- 
menſions as thy: Soul- can receive it : and when Faith 
is-wrought in thy Soul , that worketh again by Love 
to God. If thou haft not Love to God, thou haſt noc 
Faith- in him-: and if thou+ haſt Love to him, thou 
canſt not chaſe but conform thy ſelf ro hisMind and 
his Will, Zeb» ;14% 2.3. If: 4 19an love me , be will keep 
1my- words, And for this: cauſe the Apoſtle makes-it 
not oaly ar-inconfiftency., but a kind of impoſhbilicy 
for one juſtified ; ro continue in (10, Row. 6, 2. How 
ſhall we, that are dead to ſim, live any longer therein ? 
1 Johg 3. 9. he cannot fin ; becauſe he is born of God: In 
evety a&t of known ſin, that thowcomminteſt , and 
every omiſhon of every known good-, that thou negs 
, there is an actual incermifhon or ſuppreſioa 

of the a of Faith, and of thy Love to9-God, , 
| 3. Ic 
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3. Ir is a neceſſary conſequent of - our Union! with | 
Chrift, There is, as hath been ſhewed, a double a&; - 
whereby our Union with Chriſt is wrought 3 on-oar 
part, an a& of Faith to apprenend him3 on his part, 
an a& of his Spirit, whereby he apprehends- us, 
Philip. 3. 1, 2. and this Union is ſo ſtrict, that it is re- 
ſembled ro thoſe things , that have-the ſtricteſt Uni- 
on; the Vine and the Branches, -ohn 15. 1, 2, Row, 
x1. 18, Members of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of 
his Bones, Epheſ. 5. 30. and as 'in the virtue of this 
Union we partake of all theſe Priviledges, which 
were in him, his Satisfa&ion, his Righteouſneſs, his 
Sonſhip, his Intercefſion, his Reſurre&ion 3 ( like: 
wiſe of his Spirit, as there is one Body, (o there is 
one Spirit, Epheſ. 4. 4. If avy man have not the Spirit 
of Chriſt, he is none of his, Rom. 8. 9. It is his in El 

ence, 1t is ours-in Operation and Influence: ſo that 
the inward Life of a Chriſtian is not his own , but 
he lives by the Life. that is, that living Spirit of the 
Son of God. Now as that Spirit or Life, that is in 
the Root , when it paſſeth into the Branch, makes 
the Branch conformable in Nature and Fruit unto 
the Root : So the Spirit of Chriſt transfuſed into 
a Chriſtian , doth conform his Nature and Qpera- 
tions unto Chriſt ; for that was the great End of 
God in ſending his Son into the Werld , who was 
in all things conformable unto-him , that we ſhould 
be conformable to the _ of his Son , Rom. 8, 29. 
And thus that impreſſion of the Image of God, which 
was loſt in Adam, is re-imprinted by him , that was 
the expreſs Image of his Father , by the ſecret tranf- 
miſhon of his own and operative Spirit into all 
thoſe, that are united unto him: and thereby the Will 
of God is fulfilled. Be ye holy, for I ans holy,x Pet. 1.16. 

4. It is neceſſary as a Preparation -or Pre-difpoſt- 

tion of the Soul, to that everlaſting condition rn 
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ſednels, which it expeRs in Heaven: the place 2 
holy place, Heb, 10, 19. ai Les and undefiſed 


Inherucance, 1 Pet. 1. 4. Bow othing that defilerh 
can enter, Rev,'21, 27, The py, 119 or 


pany z the company of pure "Annals, 
of juſt Men made pred, hk T2. iT he 
_ 2 pure y yment, 19, 23&c. 
ence-a glorious and holy Preſence, tg 
Preſence of that God, that. cannot. behold} 
clean thingy whoſe Name is Holy 3 the. bs 
our Mediator , who is holy, » (rpares. from 
ſinners, Heb. 7. 26. And what eongruiry ca 
; Soul IEA LD 
Life in 4 way quite contrary-gnto it ? 
that hath this-Hope, purifieth himſelf, POE 
pure, 1 fohw. 3:3. And ſince all theſe things ſhall be 
what manner of perſons ought ye to be in all 
gedb converſation ? Couldeſt carry thy! 
impure Heart. into Heaven with rhee , yet 
" eſt not ſee God, which- 0 00 Jheaven, | 
Marth, 5.8./ the pure in Heart ſhall fee God Hehe, 
14. Follow peace with all gong" ning ithent . 
nano ſhaken ir Lind | 
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"Parts bud ond, and his Spairtt, 


4 - Man wherebyithls i effolted, are either 
3” ly on God's pate, or on ones. 

08 Gf pare his 'Word and his Spirit. 1. The 

ek Tod mn; / ors to-deal- with Creatures, 


rate dued with Senſe and underſtandi 
ha 5 in Mis /Wiſdom and Providence 
ft bn deliver 'anto' us his written Wor 


mding; And-this Word); 'as it con- 
riſels ects holy: God, fo: the 
contained, | to our 
” oh of ſelf, as a bare Moral" 
Cigfe x-be- not ientto effeR it,” i in reſpect of 
out maifÞvficion 2nd "deadnefs, which-muſt have 2 ' 
Spirit of Life to GA ws, exd\anhs _ Word 
operative upon us. Now in r of t _ 
of this Werd-to our Sanctification , and in as 
as God is pleaſed by it, to work « this work in us, 
therefore often our SanRification is attributed at 
teat inftramentally tot, fohn 17. 17; Sanftifie them 
through thy truth : thy word is truth, Pal. 1 19. 7, the law 
of the Lord is perfett, converting the ſont, John 15. 3. Now 
are ye clean through the word that 1 have ſpoken, 
which to no more boob that this Word of - 
God thoſe T which , being truly 
known and believed , —_ the Soul to the 
Will of God, that Image —_ he caſt, con 
iiting in Righteouſneſs Rightooulncs and tro N 
ow 


* P | 
. = 


Cs 46; XXY... ad of 'okr Sefuirn ) fin 
[No the gefieral Dad which thi. ——_ 
-AIEIOGA end, are 
hae'chac- will of Cord ponetiing 
Wn and his it doth-two ways 3 1, By Preceprs 
of moſt excellent and. ſound Jaſtice and Reaſon; 
og are nothing elfe, bur tie Repetitions of char 
w, Which . wow) Arn ko grey! Eo By 
& OF our jour $, 
who was by ry the inviſible God,*Caleſe 1., x5. 
_ therefore: in our imication of him, we rea 
refſion of God's Hhhage, which we.once _ 
Now s 's Life, as it was a Meritorious 'Ri 
"& it was att Exemplary :Right kh 
Matth.. IT. 29, Learn of me, for I am ifieck;j+ Jolin [13+ 
15. For F hiv given you an Exaryple , thet.ge-fionld do 
as 1 lane dine, Ephel, 4.13.” the meature df big ge 
wires pil 2.5; the mind of Chriſt. -.:v7, 
2. bf diſcovers 2 great deal of convinciog: Redſon; 
why we ſhould conform 10: this: Will of God : 114-1 
p&&&- of the Commands thats, o at dr 4s 


beg, and-thou canſt. not chaſe, bus 

what of agileds: 3: [tis he requires a ee 
canndt: be mocked 3-.he is infinitely dhle. ta avenge 
the tebellron'of his Creature: 3. It is be Its 
SHES beds 4-Bountiful  Merciful God unto thee, 
that whei) thou. haſt incuired his Curſe, hath provi- 
ded.a Sacrifice to. expiate: bes when thou;taft diſabled 
DE ents obey; wrorides 4 i en 

134 | tay falett, pities, pardons, 
reſtotes:thee,: and thi lowes it not to thee, re- 


8, 


3388 Of the Knowledge of God, Panty I. 
can chaſe but ingage to the uttermoſt e on 'of 
his chankfalnels cola to ſuch a God by a. moſt 
Obedience? 3. In reſpet of thy ſelf, if thou di 
the loſs is thy own; if thou'obey, the benefit is thi 
Denxt, 30.15, For I have i ber thee wa le chnh 
and Death and Evil. And herein among divers others, 
gow — the ee of God 9G as it Contains 

recepts mngu urity , ing 
their nd rag ſo 7 =p] the Obedience 
npon Reaſons of greater t more power 
Perſwaſions, than all the Wikings of Men ever did 
or could : by. annexing Rewards and. Puniſhment of 
a higher —_— than-the divineſt Philoſophers 
ever 

2. The Syiri: of God: Hence this work is attributed 
CET ES 1 Pet. 1,. 2. Through Santtifica 
tien of t rit unto Obedience : and d ids 
theſe Fudk._n ways: 1. In preparing and diſpoſing the 
Heart: 2. In accompanying/and comin i, with the 
Word: wh In following that Work w 
aſſiſtance of direction and ftrength. 

1. Asto the firſt, viz. the Preparation of the He 
Since the defacing of the Image of God in the 
our Hearts ,: like the firſt Creation, are withour form 
and void, and darkneſs is upon the face of it, till the 
Spixit of 'God: move vu py face of theſe wo 
Oen, 1. 2. a Heart filled with evil thoughts, and 
continually ,”Ger. 6. 8 this Spiric , with it, 
Gez, 6, 3, a Heart dammed and ocked up with 
Luſts, and Earth, and = rs; ſo that —_ 
accels for Chriſt, Ariſ, ell the Spirc of ——_ af Pw” 


16. 14. an obſtina anon _ 
and a brow of braſs,. 7a. 48. of the 
Lord ſoften it; and a Heart fob abs gyooe — 


3- till this evil Spirit be chaſed away. and? and the Hear 
quieted by this Spirit of God. ——_— 


' Caap, XXV. when] 3g 
a ſecret diſpoſition and calming of Heart / 
whereby ſome external a& of the Providence of God 

which is prepared and fitted for that occaſion , ſtrikes 

Gnaagliy vpon the Heer, ao: works qt, whe 
it be an Affliction, or a Bleſſing, or a Deliv 

or a Word of God. "Thus when Nathaniel ta, ms 

der the Fig-tree , Chriſt ſaw bY ca Coed 


cially with the Word of God, and rh other extraordinary 
as of his Providence. And herein it hath a dowb/e 
work : 1, Of Strewgth to drive on this Word: and 
bence ir is called the Sword of the Spirit, Þi- 
rit of God is that Arm that manageth chis Sword, 
7 nh 6, 17. To the dividing aſunder of Soul — 


mean Reproof, or A Bt the Word of 
God, wonder not at the changes for the powerful 
miph Arm of the Spiric of God hath ſhaken 
7 lite between by joynts of his harneſs, even 
into the midſt of his Soul. What ailed thee, O thew 2. 
that thou fleddeft ? &&c. Tremble thos Earth at the 
of the Lord, at the preſence of the God of facob, P my 48 
5. 2, Of Life to go along with it into the Spirit of a 
Man, 7obn 6. 63. The words that 1 ſpeak. unto you, they are 
Spirit, and they are Life. The paſſage between the Senſe 
and che Spirit of a og is of a great diſtance, and 
full of many turnings: and hence the words of Men, 
for the moſt fag ie and loſe their efhcacy before 
they come at the Spirit of a Man; ſometimes chey die 
In the Ear, ſometimes they get into the Brain, and 
die there in a Speculation, imes they ſtrike a 
lietle, but yer live not long there, for the words have 
no Life in chem : Bur with this Word there goes a 


Cc 3 Life, 


Life, which pes along-with it , even to the” utter-' 
moſt corrier of thy Soul, even thy Spirit, and there it 
© continues'alive, 1 John 3. 9. His feed remaineth in hin, 
' and he cannot ſin : and hence it is, that the Conynands 
of God; eyen to us that ate dead, are nor in . 
ous , when ' God pleaſeth qo his Work be 
wrought in the Heart , for a Spirit of Life goes along 
with the Command, even to the penetralia amme, 
7obn 5. 25, The'time is that the dead ſhall hear the vice 
of the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall live, And as 
thus che Spirit of God carries the Word of God 
with Life and Vigour into the choiceſt parts of the 
Soul; fo doth it with all other Diſpenfations of Di- 
vine Providence : If thou' haſt an outward Blefhn 
= thee, it will along with the Senfe of thy Ble(- 
ing carry in the Senfe.of the Goodneſs of God, and 
teach thee Thankfulneſs and Moderation : If an Af- 
fi&ion:, it will ger along into thy Soul with that 
Afﬀidtion ,- and teach-thee to examine thy ſelf, and 
to ſearch and try thy ways, and having diſcovered, 
thy-ftn, it-will teach thee Humiliation and Repen- 
tance; and'if — thy ſearch thou find thine Inte- 
grity, yet it will teach thee Humility , Thankfulneſs, 
Contentednefs, Dependance upon God : it will with 
every Difpenſation of Providence go along with it 
into thy Soul, and carry that meſſage with ir, that 
God- by this his Diſpenſation intends to ſend: thee, 
And thus it is a Sanctifying Spirit by way'of conco- 
pitgoe wah the Word and Providence. 

© 3, The Spirit of God fanctifies the Heart by its 
own immediate and Contixual Afſiftance : It conteſts 
with- thy daily Temptations, that. are from without, 
and conquers them 3 and with thy hourly CUE 
ons, thar' are within thee , and waſts and- ſubdit 
them : In the midſt:of thy Difficulties, it will be thy 
Counſellor, a ſecret voice belind thee, ſaying, The 
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CH Ap. XXV. and of our Sebves." \ gg1 
| &+ the wy; walk bs 3t + In the mid(t- of thy Tetnpra- 
tions, it will be thy ; and a Gi 
ic will te-chy 


for thee : 'In the midſt of 
ruptions, it will be thy Cleanſer, a font | 
y er 


Light and thy Comfort: In the'mi 
ing to conſume thoſe ſwarms of ; th#e-cov 


and fill thy Heart : In thy Failings and Falls , ic will 
be thy Remembrancer , and teach thee'to repent'and 
hamble thy ſelf. This was -that-Mopitor , that fur- 
niſhed 7oſeph with an anſwer to a moſt importunate 
and advantageous, Temptation : How ſhall 1 do this 
at wickedneſs, avd fin againſt God ? Gen, 3g. 9.*that 
furniſhed 7ob with filencing Anfwers to all thoſe 
temptations to Inſolence , Pride, Self-confidence, and 
Injuſtice, 7ob 9. 1. that after David's Sit ſrriote Dqvids 
Heart, before David's Heart (more him , and tavghe 
him Confeffion and Sorrow, and to beg a Pardon, 
2 $4, 24. 10, Only beware thou negle&t not the 
Voice of this Spirit of God : Ir may be, thy negle& 
may quench ir, and rhou _—_ never hear 
Voice more: or at leaft, it will certainly grieve its 
and canſt thou think of grieving that Spirit without 
2 Tear , which is content to deſcend into thy impure, 
—_—_ Heart, to me : Heart cad the 2” 
y folly is great, and thy ingrati ter: 
When God ſpeaks once, and twice, ind Man per- 
ceives him not, 76-33. 14. it ſometimes falls our chat 
he never ſpeaks to that Man more. Ephraim is ſet 
n Hdols , let him alone, Hef. 4.17. and that is the 
addeſt Condition in the World : bur if he do , his 
Mercy will be a ſevere Mercy, he will ſpeak jouder 
fob 33. 22. when the ſtill Voice is nor heard, his $ 
draweth near to the grave, and his Life co the de- 
ſtroyers. The obſervation of the fecrer Admonition 
and Rezfonings of the Spirit of God in the Hearr, as it * 
s2n effeual means; fo it is a calm'and a comfortable 
Cc 4 means 


292 Of the Knowledge of God, 'PAgT IL 
means: tO £4 and Ganifie thy Heart : and the 
move i atrended unto, the more it will be conver- 
Canc-with chy Soul for thy ion, ' Strength, and 
Comfort, Prov. 6. 22, When thoy goeft, it ſhall lead thee, 
when thou [leepeſt, it ſhall keep thee, and when thou awakeſt, 
it ſhall talk, with thee, 1097: 


bs »" —_______J_ 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Of the Means of Santiification, 2. On Max's part, 
viz. Faith, Love, Fear, Hope. W— 


O N our part, the Inſtruments of bur Sandtificati- 
| on, are thoſe ſupernatural acts or habits of the 
poul , wrought by the finger of God , Faith, Hope, 
an 


Love. 
I, Faith, Acts 15. 9. God alſo purifying their Hearts 
by Faith, And this it doth as it is an Ad recejvipg into 
the Soul the Word of God, and ſubſcribing to the 
Truth and Goodneſs of it ; receving it not as the 
word of Man, but as the Word of the juſt and true 


© 1. It therein finds and believes the great Debe of 
Duty that the Creature owes to his Creator. What 
can be unjuſt for God to require of that Being, which 
he gave and made? As the Gift of a Being is an infi- 
nite Gift, becauſe jr js an infinite Motion, there being 
no greater diſproportion imaginable, than berween not 
ing being z ſo the engagement of Obedience 
and Conformity from that 'Creature , to the Will 
god P 008 UuNr-1s jalpies and bound 


Bol the Juſtice © 
{+ al Face at Word « farther ingagy 
xreac of Conformity and Qbedience, Fo ni 


by 


Cnapr. XXVI. and of our Selves. 

be, in that it finds the immenſe. i 
of Gd Man: It is that Love, thac did at 
thoſe Excellencies of his 

own excellency, his 

= RE $09 re 


_ : t cal nd rely deve; 
convinc t is a greater 
mag 5 of his Nature, to live conformable to the 
Wil and Mind of ſo unſpeakable a BenefaRor. 
Faith doth find in this Word of God his Mind 
i | Will, and believes it to be that very Rule, the 
conformity whereunto is well pleaſing and nw ge 
ble to God. Mic. 6. 8. and what doth the Lord thy 
God require of thee, but to & ju fo, to love mercy, 


and to walk, humbly with thy God? It looks upon every 
Admonijtion, Exhortation, Reprehenſi a Dire- 
oy as the very immediate Meflage of God unto 


|, and entertains it with the ſame awe and 
——_— as if it were audibly delivered in Thun- 
der, and trembles at it : and therefore it receives it 
in the power and Life of i it, and in the uttermoſt com- 
paſs and extent of it: it will not take £ cs $ pare as 
- moſt conſonant tro thy Temper, Lon Deſigns, 
Conſtitution, or Ends, and reject ng 
it crofſech , becauſe it is 6 cuelly the Will and 
Command of the great 0 received, 
Faith finds in this Word _ Redttade, Jaftics 
Regularity of the Will of God concerning Man 
indy > cp only juſt as proceeding from him, to 
_ oy qr for forbearing the _ 
was the to A - 
- bidden Fruit, or to Abrahow mars > 


394 Of 1he Knowledge of God, PArT IT. 
bor Faith finds in theſe Commands a nxcardl Jultls, 
and Reaſonableneſs, and Perfection, abd 
with David, -Pfal. 19. Thet his Statutes are right, and his 
Commands pore fuch as 1 in themſelves a natu- 
ra] and abfolate Beauty, and fuch' as confer upon 
the Creature 2 Perfetion , and Happineſs, ſuch as 
are exa&ly conformable to thy Narnte, were thy Na- 
ture conformable to it ſelf : for as the Rule or Law, 
that God hath given to every Creature, is that whete- 
in conſiſts its Beauty, Preſervation and PerfeRtion, ac- 
cording to the degree wherein it is placed, and there-, 
fore every Creature labours according to its own Na- 
ture to continue in that Rule,and when' it miſſeth it, ir 
contracts Deformiry and Corruption z ſo the Divine 
Law or Command of God given to Man is that 
wherein conſiſts his Perfe&tion, as being a Rule moſt 
exaftly conformable to the reaſonable Natare of 
Man* fin hath deformed and blinded us that we can- 
not now ſee that Perfeaion and Excellency, that is 
in our Conformity to his Will, and hath perverted 
and corrupted us, that as we are in this corrupred 
condition we cannot defire it z but when God is 
leaſed to anoint our eyes with the Eye-falve 6f 
aith, and preſents this Glaſs, this image of his mind 
in his Word unto-that Eye ; Faith again diſcerns, and 
diſcerning ' cannot chufe but defire that Beauty, Per- 
feion, and ReRirnde, which is there diſcovered in 
the Commands of God, and the conformyry of rhe 
Soul to the lame. 

5. Faith doth find in that Word, and finding it 
doth moſt affuredly believe the Preſence of the Glo- 
rious and infinite God in every place, even in the 
darkeſt and moſt remote Corners and Chambers of 
the Heart, ſearching , weighing, and diſcerning the 
Spirit, every t e Heart, every word of 
the- Tongue; every action of the Life, and —_ | 


Ci kv. NXVL, and of any Sebons, 


i5 
and Diſobed it, inly an- 
xed'ar everlaſting Curſe to the Diſobedience of 
it, fo it hath moſt certainly annexed an everlaſti 
to the Obedience thereunto, not as the merit 


and 
the Truth, and Faithfulneſs, —_ y oo Power, 


of 'the- Infinite God there engaged or the perfor- 
marie -of it: andtherefore it binds the Heare to the 
Obedience of this Will of God, and Conformity un- 
RE ith Fae Chem an lane anos 
mingled with Faith- cleanſer iketh, and per- 
feReth; - and purifiecth the Heart and Life. And as 
thus in Man God uſeth this inftrument on Mans part 
ro- (ani he his -Creatyre, and make him conformay 
ble co hinvfelf'; ſo Secondarily-upon this A& of Faith 
ans Word of God, as its Object, the Heart is 
likewiſe cleauſed by Fear, Hope, and Love; by way 
of emanation Tom this Act of Faith, 
Love,Fear,awd Hope are thoſe ſeveral Motions or 
Aﬀections of che. Soul, that arife from the ſame 
A& of” Faith, only as Faith is diverſified according 
t9 thoſe-'differgnr Objects apprehended by Faith, or 


Of the Knowledge of God, "Pant IM 
ts the different Notions, Relari . 
ping: by Dh noms os Bl 


in theſe particulars : 
: this is that true Principle of 
Obedience is 


15. 24. If ye love me keep my C 

loveth me not, keepeth not my Sayings, Now our Lovye 
to God ariſeth upon two Grounds : 1. From aSenſe 
of the Perfeftion and Beauty, and Purity, and Ex- 
cellency that is in him : and 1n this reſpe@& our Love 
to him cannot chuſe but move the Heart ro defire to 
be like unto him, as far forth, as is, or can be com: 
municable to our Nature and ition 3 for what- 
ſoever Ilove in another, that is communicable unto 
me; I cannot chuſe but deſire to be in my ſelf, 1 Per. 


holy, for 1 am holy, and this Love of that Good- 


2. Be 
neſs is in God, .doth bring the Heart nearer Na 


* 


Yr 


for we fhall ſee 
open Face 


in the 


orthy: Cr wr hr rp Kee 

unworthy. Creature revealed. ; 

Crit the Soul 
| as: theſe: 


393 Of the Kynowledas of -Ged,, PA wr ID 
fend} the Sory off thy-lave to become my Satrifice! 
and) ighteouſne; and:<anſt 'rhou requi 
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{ per of my Soul, to expreG: my; Thanklulneſs to 
©rhee in the watchful, iverſal, diligent and 
<core Conformity unto that CE ate; ati 
(yr : 
« rure COgeS) rpc 
Love in' (0: reaſonable aServicey/'- mn +10 
.''2; Fear God - likewiſe; cleanſerh: the: Heart; 
Pſal 19. 9. Tha frar of God: 551 olran, Prova8s 123; 
The fear of 'the Lord is to:hatorenth, Peraddoan 
Es ; Jy 


' C14. XXVI. and of aur Sehvet, 


By the fear of the Lard Men depart 
was 7oſeph's fence againſt Temptations Ge all 
Gen. 39. 9. How: ſball 1 4a this 

eine hs Prom, Garg 7 

8 Promi 42, 18, 1s 4s And bs 

for 1fear od Now this of God i - 
upon the _—_ Ad of by L 
lation: 1. : proſhens God in his- 
Pay, dial, 2 Mainly er, er, ſult, g0d Hl Fralaner.cves 


Hearts. neweſt this 
exacteſt Chriſtian always 6492008 


all the ſtrongeſt Ig2gements even 
(ion are too little, God knows, to 


the Soul agaipſt che Ye 
ky without is 


cs of that God, 

*naked and: manifeſt, Heh. 44-1 3- 

— all the: ways of vg he 
Doings, 7eb-32. 21, and his eyes are 


Ways, that he may give. | 
os Jeb: 32. 1% 5. Conlder 


{vs Prefentacthar is, 2 con gi 
ceniblg, that ah NED 2 mighty 
aſl; regardet Tha 092 OK 
* rewards, | Dent, 10. 27, 
+4 Man bepreth the IVE. _ Be 0 | 
Re at ro for, A rt 
*rhongh : 7 in#ſk. 19 the iomag done 
*-Lord will wat [pee hiv, bn frogs hi Me ſhalt ſmeeph. 
Anne Tah's hat hach,, J 
ikom, and and ouernoughr 


400 Of vhe Knowledge of God, | Pant I 
* and execute the moſt exquiſite, ſeaſonable, and ana+ 
* voidable. Vengeance upon any contemner of his 


'* offend : Conlider this , thou that God, 
Fac and there be'none to 
© deliver thee. 


are not to. ve fans, yr we mal I fa 


e caſts 
not a fear of fas a fear of 
of a Child : And upon 


tion = ths petperks the Soul + * Conſider what 
} + ently about : Ic is that thy 1 Dr the 


in-&hy Prayers, 'in thy Hopes, -in thy Depentiny 
7 that God whom, againſt the bonds of ordina- ' 
«ow over de, thou art now offending ow canſt 
ever —— to have the light and favour of 
CLIN id m, contrary to all thy en- 
«gages of Duty and Covenant, thou art now 
* about to injure ? Ong thou profeſs thou loveſt 
*him, whom thou dareſt co abuſe, to diſobey, even 
"> ee? wh d of God hath oromiſed- 
ord 0 in 
Sr Glo bole @ tar are pr q A... the ek 
to thoſe are pure in Heart, 
5.5 Thv ch eſe Proms is 


Soul purifieth :the Heart, 1 John 3. 4. He that birth 


this hope, purifieth himſelf, ue as he is pure, ahd* brings * 
the Heart and Life to Obedience; Pſal-r19. 146. 


I'have hoped in thy Salvation, and done thy Commun: 


ments : Our love of God makes-our Obedience fin- / 
cere3 our fear of him makes our obedience awfol 


and reverentz our hope . in him makes our obedis 


ence chearful, Rom, 15. 1 3, Patient; Row; 8. 25. Cons 


ſtant, Heb. 3.6. and Active, Phil. 3. 15. Preffing on 
to the price of the high calling of God in-Chrift, 


This was that, that made / Moſes rather 'thuſe-Affli- 
ions, than the Pleaſure of fin for a Kaſow s for he 
had an eye to the recompence of reward 5: Heb. 12. 
26, which carried our Redeemer with choice and 

Victory through the Croſs and ſhame, fori the j 
that was ſet before him, Heb. 12. 2. Now this af- 
fection thus fixed and ated purifieth'the'{Hearr and 
Life upon theſe Confiderations : 1. It prefents @ 
Man with an expectation of an everlaſting”blefled 
Station in the Preſence of the moſt holy God; and - 
this works an endeavour: of a preſent. Conformicy 
of his Mind and Life to that condicion which'it ex- 
po to enjoy everlaſtingly hereafter. - No. Mah car 
for that which he deſires 'not for the preſent 
toenjoy-z hethat hopes for an eternal Life in'Holineſs, 
will thruſt himſelf into as much of ic/as he can; : 
while he lives here, and will conſider how unbe» 
coming any fin is of himy who lives in'a'cons” 
tinued hope of .enjoying a condition free from fin, 
' 2, Hope doth link the Sout to the thung- it hopes 
for, which is of ſo great worth, Glory'' and ' Ex- 
pecarion, that it carries the, Soul through 
ties "to the atraining 'of it © it tnakes' that 
which is future in Fruition, preſent mn apprehet- 
D d fion, 


CH 4 v. XXVIT:; 'and of our Selves.. > 46t6- 
it preſets. the: truth of chat'BleſſedneB;' whith- we 
do nor yet, but ſhall enjoy © and this Motion bf the * 
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ſg, and thereby. maſters all thoſe evils of Senſe 
that Atually ends the way : and ths it lifeeth 
up- the; Soub above - the I ET 
may. accompany way to. ( 
ANY or hath thalked thee thee out a po Þ 
it is true, it is anarrow Way, 4 
Coat with fleſh and blood, which —_ —_—_— 
Ii the of God; the way will be grievous 
- _— ent it, thou muſt deny thy 
rp right hand, pluck out thy 
wack STS thou lam to = = thy= nay to - 
things wherein thy corrupted Nature 
;-and take up thy Crofs and follow 
_ Samy and thy way is not only narrow and 
unpleaſant: to: thy Nature, but thou ſhalt find is, 
it may BY. firawed with Afﬀitions , with Tempta- 
tions, with Scorns, with Poverty, Wants, Perſecu- 
tiops;A4y with the lofs of Life ic (elf, and yet on thou 
muſt -go;] and! muſt not draw back, for then th 
Labour is all loſt. But here is that which w 
bear thes mp through all the difficulties, 
thou art laden __y the burden of thy own Fl 
and Corruptions, and art ready to flip upon every 
Termptation, yet thou art not alone, but thy Savr 
our ſtands by thee to bear thy burden, to take 
thee by the hand, to lifc thee up from thy _ 
ro thee with his Grace , which he hath 
promit ep * —— thee, to accept thy 
don, and. recover 
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verably Iet-go, many Contentments, Pleaſures, and 
external adyan apneags, yet & thou ſceſt with: thee in the 
Promiſe, and: thee in thy hope, that which 
will. abundantly recompence all thy loſſes, even 
Pleaſures.athis right hand for ever : Though thy SEE 
ney be troubleſome, yet ic is not long ; thy home 


Fathers 
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Fathers houſe; is in thine eye, where thou may(t 
ſee thy Saviour preparing a place for thee, and a tat 
more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory , whith 
will ſweeten thy light Aﬀitions ; which are but for 
2 moment, 2 Cor, 4.17; | ? | 
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CHAP: XXVII; 
Of the Extent and Degrees of Santtification: 


3 \ \ / E come to cotifider the Extent or Degrees of 
| . it; what it is, or ſhould and may Feio this 
Life. We findin the Book of God mention of perfe& 
Men, and Men of perfe& Hearts, Noah, Gen. 6. 9. 
Abraham, Gen. 17. 1. 76b 1.8, David, 1 Kin . 4-& 
14.3. Aſs, Kings 15.14. andyet thoſe ſeveral had 
fic ſeveral Sins and Faults recorded in the ſameBooks 
e find Pſal: 37. 37. a perfe&t Man, any exZecly] 7; 
20, not a juſt Man that doth good; inaeth not. 
Paxl, Ephel. 4. 12; 13. tells us of a growing up to 2 
perfe&t Man, to the Meaſure of the itature of Chriſt, 
and yet the (ame Pas, Ron. 7. 14; complains of him- 
ſelf to be carnal, fold under fin. The ſame S. 7obn; 
that 1 obs 3. 9. ſaith, That he that is born of God, 
finneth not, tells us, 1 7obn 1. 8. that if we ſay we 
heve no ſin, we deceive our ſelves; and the trath is not in 
&s, 2 Cor. 13; 11. Finally, brethren , be perfetf, We. 
tre therefore to conſider wherein this Perfeftion 
LR conſiſteth not , and wherein it cons 


"The PerfeRtion required of us, and which we may 
#nd muſt attain , is an Evangelical Perfeftion, which 
coagh i be not perfect , yet is accepted of God in 
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1. 'Sincerity, atid Integrity of Heart, ferem. 24. 7, 
They ſhall return to me with their whole heart, The 5 
Rifcation required of us, is not only a Santification 
of our external Actions 3 thoſe are but the fruits of 
SanRtification of the Man; for-as any a& is therefore 
ſinful, becauſeiris but the production of that ſin, which 
is firſt in the Hearr, (o is any aRion therefore holy, be- 
cauſe it proceeds from a holy and a ſanctified motion 
of the Heart, otherwiſe it is but Hypocriſfte. This 
Integrity of Heart was Noah's, David's, 4ſa's Perfe- 
Rion: it was Encch's walking with God. V hen a 
Man can with- an humble confidence bring his Ser- 
vice, his Words and Actions in the preſence of God 
clearly with ſuch a Confeſſion as this: © O Lord, 
© I know that my Heart is deceitful above all, who 
* can know it? and I know that I am an unclean 
* ching, and all my righteouſneſles are as filthy rags, 
© 1a. 64. 6. and my own Heart tells me, that even 
©ro my moſt exa&t obſervance , there be ſecret ad- 
* herences of fin and defe&t; and how much more 
© are they in thy tight, who ſeeſt through every cranny 
* of the Soul? and therefore thou mayeſt juſtly reject *© 
*them: yer, O Lord, thou knoweſt that that little 
© good that is in them. proceeds from an upright 
* Heart, from an unfeigned deſire to obey thee ; that 
*irt is my Hearts defire, and my hearty and daily en: 
© deavour to ſerve thee betrer; that it is the (ſorrow 
* and grief of my Heart, chat my returns of obedi- 
*ence and conformity unto thee, are fo infini 
* ihorr of what I every way owe unto thee; I do not 
* *content .my ſelf with theſe looſe and half perfor- 
© mances that I make before thee: and though I ſee 
© my beſt obedience gives. me daily occaſions of re- 
© pentance, yet I will not gre over, but what I 
* want in my own ſtrength, I will beg thy Grace tg 
© perfet, and thy Mercy to accept , acorn Ie 
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*what I have, and to pardon what I want; 2 Cor. $- 
*12, and fince I have prepared my Heart to ſeek 
"the Lord God, the good Lord pardon me, though 
*I am not cleanſed according to- the purification 0 
* thy Sanctuary, 2 Chron. 30, 19, 

2. An over-matching of the Power of Sin by the 
Power of SanGifying Grace, Ir is true, char in the 
beſt Condition we can arrive unto in this Yorld, 
there is with us a body of Sin and Death; as\well as 4 
Principle of Holineſs and Life, Row. 7. 24.2 luſh 
of the Fleſh againſt che Spirit, as well as of the Spt- 
rit againſt the Fleſh, Gal. 5. 17. a wreſtung | 
Fleſh and Blood , actuated by Principabries” and, 
Powers, :Epheſ.. 6. 12. But where God is pleaſed 
begin this: work in the Heart, though it 
rives to the abolition of fin, yet it ever | 
Victory over-it, Row, 6, 15, Sin ſhall not have dems- 
nion over you, becauſe you are not under the Law, but un- 
der Grase, And now as where there is but one de» 
gree of heat in any ſubject, more than there is of cold, 
though that ſubje& be not perfeRtly hot , but.there. 
1s 4 mixcure of. cold in every atom of it, yet.is de- 
nominated from the predominate ty : fo this 
Man, though he be nor exactly conformable fo the. 
exact Rule of Righteouſneſs, and therefore could not 
in the ſevere Juſtice of God be acc , but-that 
rigorous courſe of the Law would lay hold upon him, 
Gal. 3, To," Curſed be every. one that continueth not in all 
things, which are written in the book, of the law.to do them 3 
which Book» of the Law required a Love of God 
with all the -Heart , Might, and Soul, and that not 
only all that Heart, Might, and Soul, which.a Man 
now hath, but which a Man once had, and, by his . 
own fault hath loſt : and therefore that Law, being 
weak through the Fleſh, Rom. 8.2. that is , meeting 
with an impotency in us exactly to fulfilat, became 

| Dd 3 rather 
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rather a Law of Death, than Life , yet when Chr 
came into the World, and brought with him a perf 
Righteouſheſs of his own , whereby to juſtifie us in 
the preſence of God, he did likewiſe by an Eterna] 
Covenant_of Peace with the Father ſtipulate for an 
acceptarion of this imperfe&t Righteouſneſs of oury, 


Wo wrought in us by his Grace and Spirit. Sq 


at ,.as Gs Righaopuſs of a Lord our 
ighteouſneſs, which was perfeR i rees, w 
by the Spoon of the Father, made our Tultifics 
tion; {o the Righteouſneſs, which is begun in us 
e by his Grace, though mingled wich our own 
"5, is accepted by with a Promiſe of in 
creaſe-of our:Glory. | And the ſame Chriſt, that ha 
fulfilleÞa perfe& Righteouſneſs for our Juſtification, 
doth edfitinually by his own Spirit , begin and ſup- 
porta "troe;, though imperfe&t Righteouſnels in us to 
ob SanRificacjon , and helps againſt, and pardons our 
many- infirmities and defe&ts, as he hath promiſed, 
fer. 3. 12, Retwrn, thou back-fliding 1/rael, ſaith the Lord, 
and 1'witt not canſe mine anger to fall upon you, Jer. 31. 19, 
Sarely after 1 was turned, I repented : Js Ephraim my dear 
fon # ir he a pleaſant child? for '-v I ſpake againſt him, } 
' do earneſtly remember him ſtill, Iſa. 42. 3. A braiſed reed. 
ſhall he not break, and ſmeaking flax ſhall he not quench, I{a. 
40.11: He ſhall feed his flock like a ſhepherd, he ſhall yather 
the layibs with his arm, and carry them in his boſom , and 
ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with young , Hol. 11. 3. 
1 tanght Ephraim alſo to go, taking ther by the arw, Whi 
ſeveral expreſſions ſhew, 1. The Original of that 
initiate Righteouſneſs in us, even the Grace of God 
in Chriſt continually by de maſtering our cor- 
ruptions, and in ſome meaſure conforming us unta 
him. 3. His Tendernefſs rowards thoſe (mall incep- 
trons of his Grace in vs, cheriſhing and en 
it: 3. His Mercy and Goodneſs, acceprin of ou 


fincerity , and 


that Evangelica 

SanQification here. 

the Grace of God hath over oor PerfeRidns, | 
theſe four of it: x. Univerflity of 
Gence. 2 in 


r-.0 in it. 3. Growth and incte; 
in it. 4. Renewing of bur R : 'all which, 


25 are the gifts of God, fo do' 
flow the over-matching of ow EY 
Grace, as appears in thefe Particalars * © 

1, Univerſality of Obedience: The Hearr, where 
the Grace of God hath over-matched his{mful Nature, 
cannot allow it ſelf in any known Sin , or my known 
negleR of any one Command, bat hath reſpe& co all 
God's Commandments Z/a.'tig. 5. Wholſhever ſhall 
keep the whole, yer if he offend a Im he is 
guilty of all, ?amez 2. 10, The Grace of God and Sin 
are univer{ally oppoſite one toanother* and as they are 
ſoin the abſtract, ſo are inthe concrere. ere 
Sin hath an advantage in the Sonl, it doth 
univerſally the whole Will of God : and where Grace 
is in the Soul , ic doth oppoſe the whole will of Sin; 
and therefore where any 'one Sin or negle@& of any 
' one Command of God 1s entertained knowingly and 
adviſedly in the Son! , there the Grace of God hath 
not the upper hand ; for the ſame Principle, by which 
it acts, viz. the Love of God, equally engageth che 
Soul to every Duty , and againſt every Sin , accotd- 
- ing to the meaſure of Knowledge that is commununi- 
cated to the Soul. | 

2, Conftancy and Perſeverance, The change, that is 
wrought in our Nature,it is trye,isnot in the of 
it, but it is the preſence of the Grace of Chriſt in 
the Heart, chat preſerves and upholds the Heart and 
Life in Holineſs and Ri eſs: If that could be 
wichdrawy or intermitted , we ſhould, like the Iron 

| Dd 4 removed 


, {4 : 


removed/frong; the Fire , ſoqn return to our- ancient 
Nature. again =, but that Fear God, whoſe preſence 
alone, ſupports all the- things in Heaven and Earth, 
in cheir being 2nd: operations, and whoſe Gifts and 
| gs.are without Repentance , hath promiſed to 
be. with us to the end of. the World : He cannot fin, 
becesſe this feed abideth 'in him, 1 John 3. 9. It is true, 
there may, be. intermifſions of the ating of Grace in 


the Heart; and there may be falls in the Life; bur 
to be given over-to a courſe of fin without repen- 
tance,. to be brought under the power and dominion 
of Sin, as a King or a Ruler, the Honour and Truth 
of God. is engaged in it, it ſhall not be, 2 Thef; 3, 
3- The Lord is faithful, who ſhall ftabliſh you, John 10, 
' 28, Neither fhqil any. man pluck, them out of my hand, 
Rom. 6. 14.. £1, ſhall not have deminion over you , for 
Ye are net wrder the Law, but under Grace And theſe 
Promiſes of, God cannot make the Heart of any one, 
ro whom they.cruly betong , any whit the more care- 
lefs or looſe in his watch over himſelf; for that very 
Spirit, whereby .choſe Promiſes are ſealed to us, is 
an active, vigilant, pure Spirit, and puts the Heart 
and Life upon thoſe Praftices that do naturally and 
properly conduce to this very Perſeverance, viz, A(- 
{iduity in Duties 3 Humble. and Watchful walking 
before God 3 Examination and ſearch of the ſtate 
of our Souls and Lives, Jealouſie over the Treachery 
of our own Hearts., and the ſnares that are within us 
and without us 3 a Guard upon our Aﬀections and » 
Senſes ; a frequent Conſideration of the Will of God, 
of his Goodneſs to us in Chriſt, of the Price where- 
with we are on, of the Hope whereunto we 
are redeemed ; and all thoſe other helps that conduce 
to the ſettling. and ſabliſhing of our Hearts and Lives 
in a Conformity, to the Will of God, and in avoid 
;ng of all thoſe chings which are contrary hae 
RE Ok ooone| | an 
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and conſequently , as contraries do, would impair 
corrupt, and deſtroy that Life of Grace, which hehath 
begun in us. And from hence ariſeth. Ws 
3. An Increaſe and Growth in a more exact Confor- 
mity to the'Will of God, than formerly. This is-that 
which is {o often commended unto- us: by the Spirit of 
God, Colef. 2,7, Reoted and built up in tym, Colol./4. 12 
Compleat in all the will of God, Phil. 1,9. that your love 
may abound more and more in knowledge aud in all judgment, 
x1 Cor. 15. 58. abownding in the work, of. the Lord, 'Heb. 
13. 21, make you perfett 'n good works to wo:his will, Phil; 3. 
I 3. forgetting what is paſt, and reaching forth to the things 
that are before, Ephel. 4. 13. growing to. 4 perf} man; 
2.16, increaſe of the body, 2 Pet. 3.17. beware left-ye 
fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs, but grow in grace, Jude 20; 
building np your ſelves in your moſt holy faith, Prov. 418, 
Increafing more and more. unto the perfet-day, John 15:2, 
Every branch that beareth fruit , he purgeth-it, that it may 
| bring forth more fruit. And as. this! is: the Will of 
God , ſo it is as naturally the eftet'bf rhis Life ; that 
is wrought in the Heart, as it is the effect of natural 
Life in the Body ; for it is an ave. and operative 
Life. If any quality have got the maſtery in a mixt 
Body, it doth ever more and more by —_ waſte 
and conſume the contrary qualities , aſhimulares 
the whole unto it (elf, And although, as long as 
our Fleſh hangs about us, it is impoſſible, that a com- 
leat and abſolute conqueſt can be wrought of all that 
in, that is in us3 becauſe it is a ſpring of Corrup- 
tion, yet it is waſted, weakned, and decayed. * By 
this work of Grace, Sax/s Houſe waxeth weaker and 
weaker. Every habit, though it be moral, or natu- 
ral only , receiveth an augmentation and age ty 
its continual actings- And the Grace of God, whi 
is more operative and active in the Heart than any 
habit'can be, for it is accompanied with the _— ; 
te 
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cory Panter any Wlahy ee LR never 
Kands till; bac like the lictle Leven, : Spa now n 
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HM: Nature is a 
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dirt: and Grace in thy 
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£36 00 quickta chee: And char fame Bod of 
Death , char did at firſt incloſe thee, is ftill a 
thee, and rakes all opportunities to get its old = 
ery of ther and by this means, thou catchelt man 
a fall and bruiſe: but chat ſame Life, by which ys 
liveſt, re-a&s againſt thoſe inroads of {in and death, 
and doth conquer them ſo that though thy renewed 
fins are not thy raine, yet they ought to be thy 
burden 3 though they muſt not make thee deſpair, 
yet they cannot chuſe but make thee mourn 3 though 
thy Saviour hath born their Guile, yer it is bur equal 
thau ſhouldeſt bear thy ſhame. When thou had(t 
no Life in thee , thou couldeſt nor feel thy (elf dead; 
But now thou haſt Life in thee, thou canſt not chuſe 
gut be fenſible of thy ſickneſs and 4 hurts , which 
thy own folly have occaſioned , and judge and con 
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of, his Spirit , a Co-heir of his Glory © Un- 
worthily , ſo unthankfully , in his fight, diſhonour 
his Head, and pollute himſelf. canſt nor 
look upon what 1s paſt, without R , nor 
upon what is to come, without a Reſotution of 
more Vigilance, and keeping a better Guard upan 
thy ſelf. And-yer in the mudft of all theſe thy per- 
plexed rhoughts , thou canſt not chuſe but admire 
and bleſs that Mercy of Chriſt , that when thou de- 
nieſt him, looks back upon thee, as once on Peter, 
and with that look, ſends in a Meſſenger, that makes 
thee go by thy ſelf, and bewail thy Relapſe z that 
leaves thee not to a courſe in fin, or to a dearh in fin, 
but gives thee a Cordia = though it puts thee to 
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I, w 
thy Life; though thou , like a 
Fel mc , art ſtragling thou know- 
eſt not whither , yet ſeeks thee, and finds thee, and 
reduceth chee 3 that though thou canſt ſo eaſily for- 
get him , yet he doth not forget thee z and when 
all is done, is contented to accept of that Repen- 
tance and that Sorrow which he himſelf gives thee, 
and waſhes away thy Spot by his own Pitod, 2nd 
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| lopks upon thee with no leſs Tendernel ; 
— Gas, ova 
never gone * Ever 

£0 Derciful Lord: God, that' haſt redeemed 
*from everlaſting Death , and'yet when we daily 
* endanger our ſelves, doſt reſcue us thy Gracez 
EE feet ws d by: Re Lok 
c us in 5.2 
© when we repent ;/art toc hey ee | 
© apbraid us with our Falls qe 
<to op and Favour z and mi 

ities for thy great Names fake : 
rears ny mare 0 fol. Av 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 
Of the Parts of Sandtifitation.,, and 1: In refes, 


rence to our ſebves, Sobriety. iy 


' HE fourth thing conſiderable, are the Parts of 
that SanQtification, which is required of us. Sas: . 

Qification is the Conformity of the whole Man to the 
Will of God concerning Man , « ing his Life 
and Converſation, And that Will of God —_ 
eth three Obje#s : Himſelf, our Neighbour , our. 
Selves. And accordingly the Duties which lie upon us 
in reference to theſe three , are ſhortly ſummed up by 
the Apoſtle, Tir. 2, 11,12. The grace of God that bringeth: 
ſalvation, hath appeared to all men, teaching us, that denying 
wngodleſs and worldly luſt, we ſhould live ſoberly, right 
and godly in this preſent world, We have there theOld- 
Man, that we are to put off, Ungodlineſs and 
Worldly Luſts, caſt by S. 7ob= into theſe three Ranks, 
the Luſts of the Fleſh , the Lafls of the Eyes, and: 
Pride of Life, 1 Job» 2. 16. whereof before. And we 
have that New Man, Epheſ. 4. 24. diſtributed into 
two parts, Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs and here 
into parts, viz. Sobriecty towards our ſelves, 
Righteouſneſs rowards others, and Godline(s towards 
God: the two latter come diſtin&ly under the Com- 
mands of the firſt and ſecond Table of the Deca- 
logue, as thoſe Commands receive their true and 
ſpiritual interpretation by Chriſt : the former, | 
virtually it be therein included ; yet it is not ex 


and direRtly : | | 
I. >. LIE to oxr ſelves, Sobriety. \ This refers 
either co our Judgmenc or Eſtimacion of ourſelves, 
or 


hi4 Of the Knowledge of God, Pa x7 TH 
7 ro the motions and inclinations of our ſenſual 
tees. 

ND Cobri in oxy ?udgment1y, which is nothing elle; 
but a juſt true Eſtimate of our ſelves, Rom. 12. 3: 
Not to think, of himſelf more gb thas he onght to think ; 
bat to think, ſoberly, 8c. Man doth naturally mordinat 


ly love himſelf, and thar love to himfelf doth mif- 
lead and inhance a Man's opinion of himſelf, even by 
thoſe things that are —_ — to him : he 

i of himſelf by reaſon of his Wealth, 


any caſualty | 
or Honoar , though that is fuch an 
pong depends meerly upon the Will of anorher 5 
if I withdraw that honour or refpeR, which I give 
to a Man, he is no longer honourable to me 5 and 
as I may doit, fo may any, and ſo may all; and then 
he wholly ceafeth ro be what he thought he was: 
much more, Men are apt to have a high opini- 
on of themſelves in of that, which ſeems moſt 
their own, as Strength , Beauty , Elocution , Wir, 
Knowledge: and the more intimate the Perfection is 
unto him, that hath it, the harder it is for that Man 
to be broughe to that due eſtimation, that he ſhould 
have of himſelf: thac very Knowledge, which muſt 
be the ground of bringing him to a right eſtimation 
of himſelf , is ready to puff him up: and that con- 
cretion that ariſech from the over-eſtimation- of 2x 
Man's felf, and from his reflegion upon that over- 
eſtimation, is Pride: and from this Pride ariſe thoſe 
other diſtempers of the inward and outward Man 5 
a proud look, deſpiſing the weaker or inferiour ; Ar- 
rogance, lofty, and haughty Speech, Dan. 4. 30. 1s mt 
this great Babylon, &c. Pſal. 75. 9. They ſet their month 
ainf Heaven, and their tongue watketh b the earth: 
Exod.5., Who is the Lord Sec. a placing-of a Man's ſelf 
n 
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in God's room , and deifying himſelf ; implacable- 
neſs with any 'thing thar hecketh the foll Fruition 

of his own Glory , though ppt 
confiderable 3 the- wane of a Bowe from Ad 
makes Hamas fick of anger, and :difcontent, F 
37. 5+ 13. an thes Pride i the foundation of 
vention, Prov. 1 3. 10, becauſe it cannot endure 


New as ”npndee Hos = = - ke of 
our Judgment, or the want of the Exerciſe of it z 
fo on the other fide, when the judgment con- 


was anſwerable thereunto 3 but now by OS 
underſtanding himſelf, he is ſober, ia his right 


is external to. him, which he may have and be a 
F ool, or a Man under a Curſe; as that which-will 
one day inhance his Account, not eaſe his Con» 
ſcience as thar which he may not, ic may be, rom 
whillt he lives, and is fure to when he dies 
23 that which may be his ſnare, his Tenmaion; cans. 
—__ —_ © never ſo- 
gives no greater a an ic gives 
iis Servant that eats of it, bar only the bare Name 
of : He looks upon his Efrem; Re- 
in the World , as that which 
meerly 


R / : 
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meerly depends upon his inferiors Benevolence, which 
thy may withdraw when they pleaſe; asthat which 
1s external alſo ro him, may make him an Obje& 
of more Envy, -Danger, and inſecurity 3 that inga- 
geth to a great deal of vigilance to preſerve it, and is 
ofren loſt without deſert, and yet the Man is the 
ſame: He looks upon his Power and Anthority 2s a 
thing that is not in himſelf, bur meerly in the Con- 
tribucion of the ſtrength of others, or their volun- 
tary , denying it to themſelves by a reſolution of 
Non-refiſtance 3 as that which makes no real Ac- 
ceflion to him, but he is but what he was before 
he had it, and when he loſeth it, will be what he 
was before he left it, in all points, ſave meerly out- 
ſide and vulgar opinion : He looks upon himſelf un- 
der the Beauty -of his external Ornaments, as a little 
Clay dreit up in Gallantry ; that that may more 
juſtly make him proud that made it, than him that 
wears it ; that alters not the Soul or Body that is 
under it, nor is become part of it : he looks upon 
his Strength or Beauty, or temperature of Body, as that 
which a few years will lay in the Duſt, and the 
Worms will maſter its as that which is not able 
to conteſt with the leaſt Diſtemper,either within it,or 
without it; and yet the good that is in it while ir laſts, 
is but a borrowed good : He looks upon his Knowledge, 
Underſtanding and Wiſdom, as that which is infinitely 
ſhort of what it was,or what it might be; the moſt that 
we know being infinitely ſhort of what we know 
not, and what we ſhould know : that his increaſe of 
Knowledge is but an increaſe ' of his Account, an ag- 
gravation of thoſe fins, which would be of lefler 
magnitude, had they not been committed againſt @ 
greater Light z that the moſt of. what we know, and! 
that makes up the moſt of Men great in their own cont+ 
ceits, is that which will be utterly unaſeful after _ 
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life : Of what uſe will thoſe Volumes of Learning 
concang inten Laws, Phyſicks, the Mathematicks, 
Natural Philoſophy, and the Knowledge of the Con- 
temperariofi of mixt Bodies, be, when the Earth with 
the works thereof ſhall be burnt up ? Political diſpen- 
ſations ſhall ceaſe, eicher the things ſhall nor continue, 
and ſo the knowledge of them be uſeleſs, or the truth 
ſhall be more compendiouſly and clearly diſcovered 
to us, and fo tlie Labour to acquire them unneceſſary : 
It looks upon the beſt practical Habits, or Ations it 
doth, as things that need an expiation, rather than 
deſerving a reward it firids in it ſelf a little ſmall 
Grain of Gold in them; but fo covered and ſtifled 
with droſs and filth, that that which is poo is 
ſcarce worth the accepting : Finally 'he looks upon 
hothing as his own, but the fin of his Nature that 
hath ſtained and polluted 3 the fin of his Life that 
makes him odious in the Preſence of God; the fin 
of his Services, as that which adulterates and ſpoyls 
them : and whatſoever is uſeful or comfortable in 
his 3external Acceſſions , whatſoever is beautiful in 
his Body or Soul, he looks upon as anothers, not as 
his, and bleſſeth him for it ; carries the glory to him, 
takes upon himſelf the ſhame and abhorrence of his 
own Deformities, and magnifies the patience of his 
Creator in ſparing him, and his bounty in lending to 
him whatſoever of good he finds in himſelf, or a- 
ny way belonging to him : And ourt of this right and 

judgment concerning himſelf, and the refleRi- 

on of the mind thereupon, ſpring thoſe Vertues of 
Humility, Meekne(s, Gentleneſs, Patience, Modera- 
on, Contentedneſs, Thankfulneſs, Quietneſs, where- 
by a Man entertains all the Diſpenfations of God, 
with ſuch a frame-and Temper of Spirit, as he ex- 
—;h In thy addrefles to God, it will teach thee Low- 
and Reverence,” remembring thee of thy own 

| Ee Vileneſs,: 
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Vileass and his Perfection, and that infinite diſtance 
berweeri thee, a Man, a ſinful Man , and Him, the 
FIAT, God : Gen. 18. 27. Now 1 have ta- 
þ ob me to ſpeak wnto the Lord, that am but Duft 
Aſpes : Lack. 18, 13. the Pablican - opp by 
* would not lift up his eyes to Heaven 
midſt of Bleſſings either of chis Life or that ro come, it 
will reach thee Admiration and Thankfulne(s, 2 Sew, 
7.1%, What am 1, O Lord, and what is my Fathers 
houſe, that thou haf browg be me hitherto ? Pal. 8. 4. 
Waoen I conſider the © wn. ca &c. What is Man that 
thou art mindful of him ? that 2 ſinful Man, that owes 
ſo much to God, and performs o lictle , ſhould 
receive ſuch Bleſſings, ſuch Nnges, 1 and ſuch Boun- 
ty from the hand of an injured 
If the midſt of the ſevereſt 4 _ it will teach 
thee Patience, and Quietneſs of mind, and Conten- 
tedneſs, when the Soul ſhall fir down and conlider 
it (elf, and jaſtine , yea and magnifie God 1n this 
very dealing with her : © O Lord, by that light, that 
© thou haſt ſent me, I do ſee my ſelf, and therein be- 
* hold nothing of my own buc Deformity and Rebel- 
F * lion againſt thee, unthankfulne(s, and vilene(s 3 and 
* now I eat but the Fruit of my own ways, and chou art 
juſt when thou I Nay, thou deale(t not with 
, * meaccording to the fevereſt Rule of Juſtice, thay 
© haſt puniſhed me leſs than mine iniquities deſerve: 
© Exrag, 13. I have forfeited all unto thee, but 
* thon haſt not taken all from me: we deſerved 
* that thy whole fury ſhould be poured out u 
a but thou haſt afflicted me in meaſure : 
lefr me my life,thou haſt left me my hope, thou 


: * haſt left me ſome Light of thy Countenance, 
Tk - pcs thag my Life ; thou haſt left me (Fro 
og ement to pour j—4 F.. Soul before 


entertain it : hadſt dep 


ha 
ved 


= 
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* or any oy thr mere, tow rac gracious: Nay, 

than all this, I in that very thing, 
* thy hand lyeth heavieſt upon me, a mercy; 
*thou halt aftlited me in very faichfulneſs, 6 
75. in love, Rev. 3. 19. and for my profit and 2d- 
* vantage, Heb, 12. 10. that I ſhould not be condem- 

* ned with the World, ah 32. my 
"Ban to grow wanton, to be lingring too 
*rer the World, to be taken up too much wi 
* nity, and things that muſt > ny 

* them: bw 


*rouſe and wo epvreke ek og nd he ode | 

* them, to take me off from the World, to britig me 

nearer to thor, that L.may ive more by Faith Faith than 
ez 
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© Senſe, and to make me more exa&t and watchful 
:*than before, 'P(al. 119. 67. Before I was dfflilted, 1 
© went 4 but now have '1 kept thy word : In the 


'midſt of thy Glory , Honour, Wealth, 
'Provocations from Men, Injuries and Scorns, it will 
keep thee from ſwelling, looking big upon thy infe- 
-riours, or thoſe that have Dependance upon thee, or 
-nſe of thee * It will take thee off from Vain-Glory, 
Revenge, Envy, Diſdain, and ſuch like Diſtempers; 
all which proceed from a miſ-underſtanding of a 
-Mans felf :/ It will make thee and keep thee meek, 
gentle, affable, eafie to be intreated , long-fuffering, 
pittiful z all which are the Fruirs of the Spirit 
, wrought in the heart , by this Sobriety or right 
-judgment of our ſelves, Galat. 5. 22. which our Sa- 
-viour commended to all his Diſciples, Marth. 18, 1, 
by the condition of a little Child, wherein Pride is 
;not grown up , though it be there in the Seed : for 
"all theſe Diſtempers riſe from an opinion of grex-" 
-xer worth, -merit, or excellence, in a Mans (elf, than 
-in another, which a ſober Man, that hath a right 
jadgment..of himſelf, finds quite otherwiſe. And 
from this Sobriety ariſing upon a right opens 
concerning our ſelves will arile a Behaviour, Carria- 
- ges, and Speech anſwerable : it will be ſutable to 
- our Nature, and the” Station, Condition , and occa- 
"ſton in or about which we are, not arrogant, giddy, 
naughty, light, vain 3 but humble, ſetled, grave, con- 
Bane, © - 


2, Sobriety in reference to owr {td Appetite, 
and thoſe Paſſions or Motions which ariſe in refe- 
rence to it. As the firſt part of Religioa conſiſts 
in the Conformity and Subje&ion of our Reaſon 

: to. the Will and Truth of God ; ſo the ſecond 

: part of it conſiſts in the Conformity of our 
Appetite to Reaſon, thus re&ified : Now the en 


\ 


ch wow _ eo RT ae, lend, 
kind by Deſire or the Iraſcible, -whigh aver: 
fion from, or Motion of 


thoſe things char are prejudicial, or ſo 
The Concupiſcible Appetite is that ous -of: Ne 
ture which tends to its own own P r.0 
the Preſervation of -its or thoſe oe: that 
are in order .to both, »jz. Wealth, ang | --* 
The Firſt of theſe is the deſire of Eatipg | Drink- 


ing, the Exceſs whereof is ZLuxwry. .... ». -., 
The-Second: is the of - Propagation. of the, 

kind, the Exceſs whereof, is Luft, or Maniganeſs, 
The Third is the defire "X thoſe > Supplic 

conduce -to the ſupplying: of both ;, 22, dire of 

Wealth, the exceſs, whereof is, Coveten/ag/s >, / 

the deſire of Power to defend our. ſelves, 

cels whereof 'is Ambition : and theſe. I likewiſe 4 

in the ſenſual Apperice., becauſe they, are! inor 

to. the, immediate. Objed&s thereof ,.; ang... we. find: 

, though nor: in; fo, exact a degrees, Fun. ia, 


ts, 

Concerning "theſe "Wone 20 UE fo y..palled; . 
-_—_ in general touchingethe Lg "Z 
XY , 

1, That theſe natural inclinations. or Felres, are ia. 
themſelves good, and ſuch as were planted 1n aur 
Narage, by the holy God, and fach.as are. conduci- 

ends, viz. the Preſery 1, and | 
« p< ature and Kind 3 and the our . 
re.are ſuch as proceed from- t Connie | 
which God .-gave to the Creature, . Le 28, 
fruitful, and. miltiph, and repleniſh the Earth,, and Gen. 
2.17, Of every irce of the Garden thou nob freely e:t 
; Ee 3 bota 
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I ounns ay again renewed and | 
enlarged; Gey. g 
as Thar we 'e not om ny -— of 
_ oar Nature ' for [ 
bue alſo for ht ſo as the Preſcriptions heres 


aftermentioned be obſeryed, Deur. 12. 15. Thowwayf | 


kill and ett fiſh in all thy Gates whatſorver thy * Soul 

&th after,” according to the bleſſing of the Lord thy God, 
Deur: 28. 47. Becauſe thou ſervedſt not God with joyful- 
neſs and m5, of heart far the abnndance of all rhragh 
Vcc. Prov.'5. 18. Rejoyee with the Wife of thy youth, 

3- The _- or obliquity that happens in theſe in- 
Clinations of our Nature, or the uſe of them, is when 
they become jinordinate Aﬀettions, viz. out 'of that 
due Order or Poſition that God hath placed them 
in us 
| by, . When cite: the Motion of theſe A 

bn, ciſe of chem, js without a-due "f pert 
nation to:Reaſon, which God hath placed in 
= Authority in Man: above-this Appetite : In 
{ts, fol fenſirive Appetite is their 
yet it knows no<othet {Moderator thati 
that-yery- Appetite that God hath placed in them: 
bur in; Man'. he hath me a- higher Nature, and 
therefore the attings of the ſenſirive Appetite with- 
ont this- Subordinarioft to: this higher ' Nature, is in 
truth in on quaatarts and - contrary to the Order 
and Courſe of:.N | This c 
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ris, inte hmyate 
in our ſenſitive Appetites, are when they are 
acted either i rately, immoderately , or un- 
ſeaſonably. | 


1. Inconfiderately, when in the uſe of the Creatures, 
' in reference to thoſe inclinations of the ſenſitive Ap- 
petite, we conſider not the End; for which we. have 
ane of nor uſe them in order to that End to eat, be- 
cauſe we will eat, and not becauſe we would be (u- 
ſtained 3 or conſider -not the . Hand from which we 
receive them, that we may uſe them thankfully.z3'nor 
the Preſence of Algiy God , who obſeryes all our 
carriage in the uſe of his Bleſhings , that ſo we may 
uſe them ſoberly and reverently. 

2. Immoderately : There is required of us a double 
Moderation in the uſe of this Faculty : 1.. Moder 
tion of our Aﬀe&ion to the Objet: 2. Moderation 
in the uſe of the Obje& of our Appetite, _ The want 
of the former, robs God of that Aﬀe&tion ,. or mea- 
fore.of Love, which we owe to him : When ny 
thing is loved beyond. the proportion or meaſure due 
to it, it muſt needs invade the Love a Man ows to 
God, and fo places that Object in the place of God, 
Thus Coverouſneſs becomes Idolatry, Zpheſ. 5. 5. 
Gluttony becomes Idolatry 3; #hoſe Ged is their Belly: 
For that which hath the maſtery of our Love, bath che 
c - of the whole. Man: and if my Love to 
the Objects. of my ſenſual Appetice want. thar.d 
ſubordination to the Loye; I owe to God ,. or-exce 
that due. proportion that I owe to them3- when any 
ſervice I owe to God, or any office I owe to Man, 
comes in, competition with rhe atisfation of my ſen- 
ſual Apperite., I, ſhall neglet_the DatygJ owe to 
God or Man. . The want of the latrer, is when we 
uſe them in ſuch-a meaſure , as is either beyond the 
convenience of our Nature; 'or beyond the conve- 

Ee 4 niency 
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niency- of our Condition : the former is Intempe- 
rance, and deſtroys the Body ; «the latter is Prodi 
lity or Profuſeneſs , and waſtes the Eſtate: the diſ- 
penſation of God's Providence in Externals, ought 
to be the. meaſure ar leaſt, beyond which , we 
muſt not go in the uſe of Meats and Drink, Again, . 
under this Rule, is prohibited the making Provi- 
fion for the Fleſh, exciting the Appetite beyond 
its natural diſpoſition by Meats, Drinks, and Provo- 
cations. | | 
© 3. Unſeaſonably ; This, though it exclude not the 
con{jderations of the places where, and Perſons with 
whom we conyerſe, yet it 7s ap looks upon 
the time of our ation, as that ſtands qualified or cir- 
cumſtantiated. God hath allowed me a comfortable 
and liberal uſe of his Creatures , as well for Delight 
as Neceſſity; but uſe not that liberty upon theſe 
Seaſons : 1. When God's Providence hath ſet a 
mark of Sadneſs upon the Seaſon, 1/a. 22, 12. I that 
day did the Lord of hoſts call to weeping and to monrning, 
and behold joy' and gladneſs, 8c, 2. When either God 
by his Word, or Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions 
or Cuſtoms, or thy own particular Dedication hath 
ſe apart a time for religious Abſtinence or Duty ; 
Bs the ordinary occaſions of thy Profeſſion, 
Calling , or temporal Employment, permit it not 
without inconvenience to Why ſelf or others. | 
© In order to our ſenſual Appetite , are thoſe Aﬀe- 
ftions which are carried towards thoſe things that are 
fubſervient thereunto; and theſe AﬀeRtions we find 
in the Bruit Creatures ; The Ants, « people not ftrong, yet 

ather they their meat in ſummer, Prov. 30. 25. And 
| the ſame proceeds their defire © maſtery one 
over anotier. As the former is for Proviſion for 
their Appetites , fo the latter is for their ProteRion 
of that Proviſion, or themſelves , in their acquirn 
FE Oe I ; 7  aule 
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2 uſe of it: Anfwerable to which .in Man are thoſe 
two Deſires, of Wealth, which'we call Coverouſnels, 
and of Power, which we call Ambition. Neither of 
theſe but is converſant about thoſe things, which are 
meerly uſeful, either for the Supplies of the ſenſual 
Appetite, or protection of thole Supplies in us, or 
our Poſterity, 

Touching thoſe Deſires, we ſay, as of the former; 
that they are not in themſelves unlawful ; for as the 
Divine Diſpenſations hath appointed our natural Life 
to be ſupported and defended by theſe external Pro- 
viſions; ſo he hath diſperſed thoſe ſupplies in' the 
World, and given us Appetites to them, and ap- 
pointed rneans to acquire them : They are his Ble{- 
ſings, and we are commanded to-.be induſtrious in 
ſerving of the Divine Providence in the. acquiring of 
theſe things, Dear, 8. 18. 7t is he that giveth thee pow 
to get wealth, Deut. 28. 8, &c. He fhall command the 
bleſſing upon thee in thy ſtore-houſes , he ſhall make thee plen- 
teous in goods , the Lord ſhall make thee the head, and not 
the tail. Prov. 6.6. the wiſe Man fſendeth the 'Slug- 
gard to the Ant; and it pleaſed God oftentimes to 
give unto thoſe, who were his {incere Servants, a greap: 


meaſure both of Wealth and Honours and a 
and ſober Induſtry to acquire them is not only permit- 
ted, but commanded and injoyned: He that provideth 
not for his own houſe, is worſe than an infidel. 

The Errors concerning theſe Aﬀections are as in 
the former, | 

1, Inconſederateneſs in the proſecution and uſe of 
them; Theſe things are not deſirable for themſelves, 
but in order to ſomething elſe; and they are in them- 
{clves more remote from our Nature than the imme- 
diate Obje&s of our Senſes, and yet we are not to 
defire them for their own ſakes, but in order to that 
End, for which that Deſire is put into us, viz. the 
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preſervation of our Beings and Species : bur Wealth 
0 Hievotr, and the defie of it Þs therefore par by 
ro us ; in order to thoſe immediate Objects of our - 
Senſe : Weare to deſire Meats and drinks, in order to 


che preſervation of our Lives: And we are to defire * 


Wealth and Riches, in order to the ſupply of Mear 
and Drink : And as we are not in common Reaſon 
to'triake Eatirig the End of our Eating , ſo much leſs 
ze we to make Wealth: and Riches the End of our 
ge It is, more diſtant and remote from the 
n = ture to be rich, than to be fed 
yet -are but inſtrumental, chough in a different 
otder, and therefore muſt be ſo defired and profecured. 
And-as this conſideration is to be in the gaining of 
Wealth, ſo it muſt be in the uſe of it : Solomon tells 
usof this Vanity, Eccleſ. 6. 2. A Man to whom God 
hatch given Riches, Wealth, and Honour , fo that 
he wanteth nothing of all that his Soul defireth, yer 
God piverh him not power to eat thereof : As Ec- 
cleſ. 4.8, there was no end of his Eabour, neither 
- was his Eye ſatisfied with Riches in his purſuir of 
them, ſo he makes not that rational uſe of them for 
which chey were given : he deſired to be rich, be- 
caſt he would be rich 3 and being'arrived to his End, 
he'catitibt find 'in his Heart to employ them to thoſe 
Ends, for which alone they are only valuable. And 
as this inconfiderateneſs of the End of them is to be 
avoided , ſo the want of conſideration of the Aﬀhor 
of them, which ſhould carry up our Hearts with 
Thankfulnefs to the God , who giveth us power to. 
get Wealth, who putteth down one, and ferterl up 
another z and not to ſacrifice to our own Nets, or, 
magnifie our own Deſervings or Wiſdom. but to 
walk humbly , and thankfully, and foberly, as in the 
preſence of that God; that hath made us Stewards; 
and bur” Stewards , of thoſe Externals, and wo ow 
P10OY 
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' them _in ſuch 8 way as may be moſt agreeable 
to our Maſters Will, moſt conducible ro our Ma- 
ore and moſt becoming oar Maſters Pre- 
ence. 
' 2, #de#ation, 1. In our Care for them : 2. In our 
| Loveto them; 3. In our Cohfidence in them. 

I. Is our Care: This proceeds from our Infidelity 
ind Diſtruſt of God's All-ſufficience. When we con-. 
_ fider not that the Dilpenfacion of things convenieat 
for our Life is in his hands, and that the accommo- 
dation of them eo obr uſe is from the Word or Con- 
miffion that he gives them : Mar hives not by bread 
only , but by every word that proceeds from the month 
God : Matth: 4. 4. Ir is from his hand that thoa 
expe thy Bread, and thy Clothing, Gev. 28. 20. 
Ged give me bread to eat, and raimet to pxt on: and it is 
from his Bleſſing and the Commifhon, which he 
" gives to that Bread and that Raimenr, chat he gives 
thee , -to be uſefal for thee, and accommodate to this 
Preſervation. And this Solicitouſneſs, Care, and Di- 
ſtruſt, our Saviour forbiddeth and convincerh, Afarth. 
6. 25, Take no thought for your life 5 52.) for your heavens 
ly Father noweth yo have. netd of theſe things : Thy 
Care is but a tormenting Care z it is bat-an unaſefal 
and unprofitable Care: Thou canſt not by thy Care 
add to thy own Stature: It is an impertinenr Care; 
and a Care that belongs ro anorher : chy heavenly 
Father knoweth thou haſt need of all rheſe rhings : 


is thy Heavenly Facher , char wants'nor Power todo 
it: he cati fapply thee in the ordinary way. of his 
Providence: and, if chere be need, he cam doit by the- 
extraordinaty work of his Power : he can'commanth 
Water otit of dry Rock , asro the 1-artires;, or our 
of a dty B66; 25-10 Samſon : he can give —_ 
By IR ; a . . Om 
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from Heaven; he can feed E/jab by a Raven: -and 
can extend the Widows Barrel of Meal and Cruiſe of 
Oyl, as large as the time and exigence of her Neceſ- 
fity. Save thy ſelf therefore the trouble of an un» 
neceſſary Care , but commit thy way unto the Lord : 
Truſt alſo in him, and he ſhall bring it ro paſs. Th 
Care may rob thy (elf of thy quietnefs, and may r 
thy God of his due; but ir AP De only 
upon him , that can with eaſe and contentedneſs ſup- 
__ thy wants : Diligence and Induſtry in that law- 
. fut Employment, wherein his Providence hath pla- 
ced thee, is-thy Duty, and therefore obſerve it : 
but Sollici and Anxiouſne(s is thy Sin, and 
therefore ayoid it: Learn to obey him in whar he 
commands;. and learn to wait upon him in what he 
promiſes. | 

'-2, In exr Love: Set not thy Heart upon thy Wealth, 
P/al. 62: to. nor make it thy Treaſure: for if thou 
doſt, it wil! be maſter of thy Hearts for where thy 
Treafure is, there will thy Heart be, Marth. 6. 21. 
and if thy Heart be full of thy Wealth, there will - 
be-no room-for thy God , Matth. 6. 24. Ye cannot 
ferve God and Mammon: and, If ary Man love the world, 
the Love of the Father is not in him, 1 Jonn 2. 15. If the 
World have thy Love, it will command thy Service, 
and-controll whatſoever oppoſeth that Command, and 
break through all thoſe Fences which ſeem to bridle 
or hedge in the purſuit of that World, which thou {o 
loveſt : Hath God (et apart a time for his own Ser- 
vice ? thy-love of the World will rob him of his own 
time, Ames 8, 5. When ſhall the new moon. be gane , that 
we way ſell corn? and the ſabbath, that we may ſet forth 
wheat ? and in the day of oj = thou wilt exatt all thy 
labenrs, 1a. 58. 3. Doth he require a portion of 
our Goods for his Service ? thou wilt be ready to 


rob God of his Portion, 241. 3. 8. or deceive him, 
in 
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init, and facrifice to the Lord a corrupt thing , 24«- 
lach. 1.14. Hath he ſet apart a peculiar place for his 
Worſhip? thou wilt be ready with 7eroboam, to ſet up 
Calves in Dan and Bethel, 1 Kings 12. 26. to ſecure 
thy (elf in the enjoyment of thy temporol Advantage: 
Hath he imprinted his own Superſcription and ns 
upon Man , with a tri prohibition of the viola- 
tion of that Image? Gen, 9. 6. Yet if thou become 
one, that is greedy of Gain, it will prompt thee to 
take away the [Life of the Owner, that thou mayelt 
be his Succeſſor, Prov. 1. 19, & Job 31. 39. It will 
make thee grind the faces of the Poor , ſell chem for 
2 pair of old Shoes, ſet Juſtice to ſale, (ell thy Ma- 
ſter with 74s, for a ſinall inconfiderable Gain. 
And thus the Love of the World is the root of all 
evil: for as all the Good in Man, is the Conformity 
to the Will of God; ſo whatſoever interrupts this 
Conformity, muſt needs be an original of Evil : and 
this is done by the Love of the)World, which makes 
a Man reje& this Conformity , when it is inconſiſtent 
with that imperious Love of the World. 

3. In our Confidence : And this is always a concomi- 
tant of our Love to them, and our Care for them : for 
theſe grow out of a miſtaken over-valuation of them : 
and as that carries on our care for them, and love of 
them, ſo in the fruicion of them upon this miſtaken 
Eſtimate, grows a Confidence in , Pſal. 49. 6. 
They truſt in their wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the 
multitude of their riches , Prov. 18. 11. the rich man's 
wealth is his ſtrong city, and as an high wall in his ows 
conceit, And this was the - of the rich Man's 
ſolacing himſelf in the Goſpel : Thow haſt enough laid 
wp for many years, eat, drink and be merry, And from 
hence it is likewiſe, that Covetouſneſs is Idolatry : for 
that is in truth thy God , upon which thou moſt 
cruſteſt : if in a time of Proſperity thy — y 
ig 


doth rife and fall 

7 take heed of 
laying the weight of thy Confidence upon the World, 
Pſal. 62. Truſt not in oppreſſion, 8c. Power belongeth only 
ro God, Prov. 11. 14. Riches profit nothing in the day of 
wrath, x Tim. 6. 17. Charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not high minded , nor truſt in uncertain 
riches, If God give thee Wealth and Riches, look 
upon them as his Bleſſing, and look upon that good 
and uſefulneſs that is in them, as chat which comes 
not from themſelves, but from the Blefling of God, 
and which he. can when he pleaſe, withdraw from 
them; and then they will be ſo far from being a 
ground of Confidence, as that they will be thy ſnare, 
and occaſion of thy ruine, and not a foundation of thy 
ſtrength : Look upon them as things that cannot be- 
nefit thee: in themſelves whiles thou haſt. them, un- 
le(s he makes them inſtrumental , and as things which 
will- not abide with thee, when he calls. for thee or 
for them : for Riches make themſelves wings and flee away, 
Prov. 23. 5. 'If thou lean upon them, they are a 
Reed, fink under thy Confidence, and a bro- 
ken Reed that will hurt thee in thy Dependance upon 
them : They will diſappoint-thy Confidence in them, 
and thy Confidence in them will pierce thee, er. 2. 3, 
The Lord hath rejefted theſe thy confidences, and thos ſhalt. 
not proſper in them, 

3. Unſeaſonableneſs : 1, In thy Order of ſeeking of 
them : ſeek them'not in the firſt placez bur ſeek tirſt 
that one thing which is neceſfary : It is not neceflary 
for thee to be rich, but it is neceflary for thee to be 
ſaved: Let that which is of thy greateſt Concemdnny 
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| be ſhe od Lab thy ck Fades neon» 67> 6. 33. 
Seek firſt the kin . the righteonſyeſs 
po theſe — ſpall be added uno you. T7 fre 
a (hort time here, and upon the improvement of- that 
lictle ſpan of time, depends thine everlaſting condici 
of Happineſs or Miſery. And if thou imploy the facſt- 
fruits of oy Life in the gain of chis World, which 
will certainly die with thee, if not before thee, who 
can tell, if thou ſhalt have time enough left for the 
great Buſineſs of thy Soul? or-f thou haſt, who can 
tell, whether chat deceitful World , which hath rob» 
bed thee of that time, which was due to anotiftrs 
Buſineſs , may not with much more eaſe harden thy 
Heart, and take up the whole time of thy Life, 
though thou ſhouldeſt live many ages? Burt if. thou 
devote the firſt and choiceſt of thy endeavours to thy 
reat Concernment, grant that the reſidue of wy 
ife be not ſufficient for thy Proviſions for thy < 
or thy Poſterity in this World, thy exchange is hap- 
py, thou haſt ſecured an everlaſting weight of Glory, 
a Kingdom immortal and undefiled , that fadeth nor 
away , in that time wherein perhaps thou mighteſt, 
or it may be thou mighteſt, not, have gotten ſome 
ſmall temporal Proviſion , which by this time thou 
art ready to leave, and thy immortal Soul left in an 
anxious, unſatisfied , unſafe Condition. But this is 
not allz though the gain of Eternity would infinitely 
over-weigh the loſs of thoſe Temporals, which it may 
be in this time, thou _—_ have gotten; yet thou 
muſt know,thou ſerveſt fuch a Maſter, that whilſt thou 
obeyelt him in ſeeking thy chiefeſt good in the chie- 
eſt place,. will not only give thee that Ecernity which 
thou thus ſeckeſt, but will add unto thee the things-of 
this Life, which yer thou negleReſt : And whiles he 
gre chee that preat and everlaſting Treaſure, which ' 
e commands thee to ſeek, will not deprive thee of 
| r 
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the Conveniences of this World, though thou 
ſeekeſt them not; Al! theſe things ſhall be added wnto 
you, And here learn a compendious and ſafe way 
of getting the external Conveniences of the World; 
if thou labour firſt to be rich, thou mayeſt loſe 
thy labour, and miſs of being what thou laboureſt 
to be 3 but thou art ſure, or, at leaſt, likely to mif 
of being happy : but if thou firſt endeavour after 
Peace with God in Chriſt, thon art ſure to atrain 
Bleſſedneſs hereafter, and thalt not want a conveni- 
ent Competency here. | 

2. As in the Order, fo in the Seaſons or Times of 
ſeeking after Wealth, when a Man ſhall encroach 
upon thoſe times, which either by the Command or 

iſpenſation of God, or thy own voluntary Conſe- 
ſecrations , are dedicated to the ſervice of God, or of his 
Neighbour. It were but equal ,- if he that is the Lord 
of «xr Times and of or Lives, ſhould require all our 
Time in his own immediate Service : but when he 
allows us unto our own occaſions , the greateſt part 
of our time, wherein we may do all that we have to 
do, and requires a {mall portion of our time for his 
immediate ſervice, and that alſo for onr own ever- 
laſting advantage . it is the higheſt ſacriledge to God, 
and injury to our (elves, to ſteal that from him, which, 
While we do it, we rob our ſelves. I thank God, I 
ever found, that. in the-ſtriteſt obſervation of the 
times of his Worſhip, I ever met with the beſt Advan- 
tage to my worldly Occaſions, and that when ever 
my worldly Occaſions incroached upon thoſe times, 
I ever met with diſappointment, though in things of 
the moſt hopeful and probable ſucceſs : And ever let it 
be ſo with me: It hath been, and ever ſhall be to me, a 
Conviction beyond all Argument and Demonſtration 
whatſoever, That God expects the obſervation of his 
Times, and that whilſt I find my ſelf thus dealt with 
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God hath not given over his care of me. © It wogld* 
be a ſad preſage unto me,"of the ſevere abger of my 
Maker , if .my -inadvertence ſhould 'caſt me upon # 
temporal Undertaking 'upon his T0 TO it 
ſhould proſper. The End+of Wealth, is to fupply 
te Evythor of our Nature in Food d and —_— 
and w d 1n an Cextraoramnary' way | 

the latter, without the affiſtance of the Ejnes, to the 
Iratliter by Manna, the ſeventh Day 'was withour' 
Manna and the ſixth Day ſupplied that! defe&t with 
a double proportion, Ex. 16. 29, And I ſhall 'ne- 
ver doubt, but the ſame Providence wilt-in the fix 
days of the Week, improve my Endeavours, one itt: 
ſeven, though I reſt upon a ſeventh day' from my* 
own Occaſions ; for, The earth is the Lords , and the 
fulneſs thereof, and it is he that gives power *t& me 
Wealth; 1/a. 58. 1 3. If thos twrn thy foot from the” ſabs' 
bath, from doing thy pleaſure wpon my holy day, andl cal 
the ſabbath" a delight , rhe bily of the Lard ; honutruh 
' and ſhalt honour him , net doing thine ownn-way#, wir fi 
ing thine own pleaſure , nor ſpeaking thine own wirds, then 
ſhalt thow delight thy ſelf in the Lord, and T will canſe 
thee to ride upon the high places of the earth,” and) feed thee 
with the heritage of ne ather , for the' mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it, - * Bleſſed Lord, that- requires bur 
* 2 portion of our time; and that'alſo for our own 
"advantage; and whilſt thou" thereby doſt improve 
* our everlaſting BleſſedneGs ; thou doſt not-deny our 
* temporal "Benefit, bur 'doſt make even that por- 
* tion of "time that we ſpend in thy fervice ; an- im- 
* provement of the reſt of our time for-our remporal 
* Advantage. = 

- And what we ſay concerning that portion of our 
time ,” which- we ſequeſter ro God from our-out- 
ward Occaſions, the fame won ſay — 
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that portion of aur Wealth or Eſtate , which we give either 
to his ſeruice, or by his.\command : When thou denyeſt 
either,; thoy» mayelſt look for much, and it ma 

| bog thou bring 


come, to!ligtle :--w it home, he wi 
hlow,upon it, Hagges $9. Tharwhich is detained from 
works of. Piety ox Charity, will eat holes in thy Bag, 
d let out; it, {elf and the reſt 5; which had it been 
ly. beſtowed , it would have preſerved the ret, 
and returned with increaſe , Afalachi 3, 10, Bring all 
the tithes inte the ſtore-houſe, that there may be meat in my 
ouſe , and prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lord of hoſts; 
if 1 -will not open unto yow the windows of heaven, and 
fraer- out a bleſſing , that there ſhall not be room enongh to 
receive it,, Prov. 2S, 27, He that giveth to the poor, ſhall 
uot. lack , Prov. 19. 17, He that hath pity 6 the poor, 
lendeth unto the Lord, and that which be hath given, will 
he pay bins. 4gain,, Thou. owelt all thou haſt to thy 
er, and if thou ſhouldeſt give him all thou haft, 
giveſt bim but his own,. 1 Chron. 29; 14, He 
calls to.chee. but-for a part of. what he hath lene thee, 
and: yer-he is: pleaſed fo. far-to accept thy. chearful 
qhadence berein , that he is pleaſed to become thy 
debcor ;: even, for that. which'chou- oweſt him : This 
is. thy honour, and this will be thy profit: thou ſhalt 
receive thy-;Loan with advantage : I can ſafely, and 
without vanity fay , 1, have hitherto found this Truth 
exactly fulfilled» In thoſe Weeks and Years where- 
1 I have.thus fowed ſparingly , I have evenin Tem- 
porals ; reaped ſparingly' and I ever found, when 
my; hand was moſt liberal, I never loſt by it, but 
und a reewyn an hundred. fold more than my ex- 
pence: And the Bread that I have thus,-caſt par 
the, Waters, I found it: within -a few: days. £ 
forbid-,that-I ſhould look upon! it as. the merit of 
wp: Charity; for-ic was: his own or- that I ſhould 
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be therefore charitable, becauſe I 2 ret- 
poral Rewardz for I have therein but d6te my 
dury and am therein an nnproficable Sexyant { But 
I bleſs God, that hath made good this Trath of his, 
even to my ſenſible and frequent £xperience,” | 
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Df SanTification in refererce to our Neighbour, 
Viz. Righteouſneſs, the Habis and. Rule- of its. 


tion conſiſts, is Righteonſneſ#, "viz. that juſt 

e of Mind, and conſequently of out Con- 

ation that reſpeceth other Men: Hereitt we will 

conſider, 1. The Habit'irt ſelf ,- or habitual! Righte- 

ouſne(s. 2. The Rule of 'it. 3. The Parts of ic, © 

1, The Habit it ſelf: it 'is a frame and temper of 

Mind arifing from the Love of God; to give every 

Man his due, according to the Will of God; The 

preat we bs the Creature owes to his Creators is 
Ve 3 


T HE ſecond general, wherein our-SanRifict- 
tem 


: alt love the Lord with all thy Hart * avi 
this as hah ſhewn , is che firſt and great Cont- 
mandiment, and the firſt and moſt Dty and 
Bond that can be + the Ginſequencs- of this Lovye', is 
the doing all the good-we can ynro him/z-und for 
ta Grad wo ces doh "bor phe ny 0 

dd we can do ' himt/;' is bar ro plete him, to 
conformable to his Willy for it is impoſſibl 


be | 

that any thing can cotitfibute any thing to himy thar & 

infinicely full : all the good-we can do him therefore, 

and alt-he- expreflions of 2 000; confiſts in this, 
| 2 
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viz. A free ſubjetion and obedience to his Will, 
Aad becauſe we find this Righteouſneſs, and Juſtice, 
and Love,to- our Nawpoour, is commanded by him, 
and is evidenced: to his Will, both by that: natural 
inclination- that he hath put'in us, by the diſpenſa- 
tion of his Providence, whereby he makes every 
Man uſeful and beneficial to another in this way of 
mutual Juſtice, and by his written Word , whereby 
he expretly requires i 3 -this Cardinal and fundamen- 
tal motion of the Soul, viz. the Love of God , doth 
preſently .conclude, that fince that great God to 
whom I' owe my ſelf, and all my Love, and all my 
Obedience, requres this duty at my hands', though 
I could ſee no reaſon for it, I would prefently ſub- 
mit unto-much more, when-there is ſo much reaſon 
for it, as indeed God doth not require my Obedi- 
ence in- any thing, bur if it- be well conſidered , is 
moſt admirably conſonant 19 found Reaſon, and to 
my. own advantage. Devt. 4. '6. 'Keep therefore, and de 
them, for this. 54, your wiſdew and your underſtaxding in 
the- ſight. of the. nations : (& that. the foundation of ha- 
bitual-Righteouſnes' is Love-co God 3+ the Conſe- 
-quence'of thizt Love to God is a rational , univerſal, 
ang.-voluntay; Obedience, co, his Will. and 'Com- 
1mands..che-Command of Gad , next to Love to 
himſelf-is to--love. out; Neighbours ; the expreſſion 
of that; Love 4g;in:a&s/of. Righteouſneſs and Juſtice 
to them hence, it-is. called, the, ſecond great Come 
NAngpens the great. InjunRion that - Chriſt gave to 
his-followers,. che fulfilling of the whole Lavv.,; 


-- 2; The Rule of Righteouſneſs: In our original 
ditzon , God: gave unto' Man a; Rule of Righteouſ- 
nels by- the. unmediate impreſſion and reyelation of 
his, 6wn -Mind unto him, and inclination to ſubmi 
""x0-it. And this, although ic was much defaced, 
| : yet 
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yet was riot wholly taken away by his "Fall. © So 
much was by the Divine Providence conveyed from 
Man to Man as left the Offender withont 'exculſe. 
Bur as the River ran farther from the Fountain; ſo 
it became more foul and pollated , the fins of Men 
conteſting with , and corrupting by degrees that tra- 
ditional Righteouſneſs, which was derived from Man 
to Man : Bur the-merciſul God was pleaſed, as the 
fins and corruptions of Mankind did make breaches 
into this Rule of Righteouſneſs and corrupred ithe 
manners of Men; ſo he was pleaſed in the ways' of his 
Providence, to repair it in ſome meaſure in all' Ages, 
raiſing up Prophets and Preachers of Righteouſneſs,” as 
Noah was to the old World, exciting, and by his-power- 
ful and wiſe Spirit, enabling Men to make Laws and 
Conſtitutions in States and Kingdoms, which though 
they were not of his own immediate dictating , yer 
he attribures too little to the Wiſdom and Provr- 
dence of God, that doth attribute the inventing- and 
compoting of thole uſeful and righteous Laws, even 
among the Heathen, to the meer Wiſdom and dil- 
covery of Men; when he himlelt leads us up unto 
himle!f, even in the low Projeftions of the Plow- 
man, 1/a. 38. 26.. For his God doth inſtratt him to diſcre- 
tion, and doth teach him, [It is true, that there is a kind 
of natural Conſonancy of the Rules of Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs to the well being of Men, and Socie- 
ties of Men; as is molt evident, both where -thatJu- 
ſtice is, and where it is not; and by the obfetvation 
of the now aged World, and of the ſucceſs and mo- 
tions of Mankind - much may be colle&ed: both of 
the Neceſlity of Righteouſneſs - and of the Parts 
and Particulars wherein it conſiſts : But God yer 
more careful of his Creature, hath not left us to 
. our own Collections , wheiein the varieties of Man- 

| Ff 3 ners, 
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ners ,''the growth of Sin and Corruptions , and our 
own Blindneſs way deceive us , or perplex us, but 
ach ues. wp 4 written Rule of Righteouſneſs , the 
Word- of: the Old and New Teſtaments. - He hath 
ſhewed thee, © man, what is goed , Micah 6, 8, Dexte- 
rozom, 30, 14. The ward- is very nigh thee, in thy 
mouth. , and in thy beart , that thow wayeſt de it : Now 
the Word of God is confidetable as a Rule of Righte- 


1, Abſolutely , and in it ſelf: and therein it is 
confiderable, how the Law Moral , Ceremonial, 
and Judicial alene, or joyned with the Expoſitions 
nd. — —_—_ of the Goſpel, are a Rule of Righte- 
ouſnels. 

3. Relatively : and thus the Word of God fend 
us to two other, but ſubordinate Rules : 

I. Swbjeftion tO Humane Laws : Be obedient to every 
Ordinance of Man for Conſcience ſake, 1. Pet. 2. 13. 

2. Conſcience in that great Rule, Whatſoever ye would 
that men ſheuld do wnto you, that do you nnto them, 

1. The firſt Conſideration : the Scripture, as it is 
the Rule of all Divine Truth, fo it is a perfect Rule 
of Righteouſneſs , both towards and Man, 
2 Tim 3. 16. All Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for doftrine , for reproof , for carre* 
ftion , for inſtruftion in Righteouſneſs , that the man of 
God may be perfeit, thronghly furniſhed te every good 
work. There wants _— - in the Rule to acquire 
Perfection, though by reaſon of the defe&t in the 


ſubjeR, it cannot be attained. 

© 1. The Law of God is a Rule of Righteouſ- 
nels; viz, the Aderal Law, It is true , in theſe two 
Conſiderations, the Law is not binding to the 
Gertivs; nor {ince the coming of Chrift, to the 


COWS : 


1, It 


5 


Cnay. XXIX. and of our Sthues: | 439 
x. It is not binding # the Gentiles as a Covenant 
for (o it was in a particular nianner vi "ws 
fews, and not to the Gemiles, The" Co- 
venant on the Peoples part ; was'an' Obedience to 
the whole Law, given'by 24/z-3 the Covenant on 
God's part, was to be their God; and bleſs them 
And this, as it was never a Covenant between 
| God and other Nations, till incorporated into = 
Society, fo alſo as a Covenant, 1t was abroga 
by Chriſt, who came to make a New Covenant 
berween God and Man ; New, not in. the purpoſe 
of God, for it was his purpoſe from all Erernity 
nor yet in the Subſtance and Efficacy of- it, for the 
whole Frame of the Law, and of all thoſe Cere- 
monies, were in order to Chriſt , and the Obedi- 
ence to them , received their acception in him ; but 
New in the manner of the exhibition, the Subſtance 
it ſelf was unvailed, viz. Chriſt; the manner of 
partaking . of his Benefit, more clearly diſcover- 
ed, wiz, Faith: fo then the ſubſtantial Covenant 
with the ews under the Law , and fimce the coir 
of Chriſt, is one and the ſame, Chriſt Jeſus; the 
manner of the exhibition or external manifeſtzrron 
thereof under the Law, was as a Covenant of 
Works, which is fmce rather expired, than abo- . 
liſhed, for the prefixed. time , which God in his 
Wiſdom and Providence had pre-determined , expi- 
red by the promulgation of chat ſubftanrial Sacrince, 
Chriſt Jefus. 


2. The Moral Law, as it was promalged and given 
to that People, doth not bind farther than any 0- 
ther part of the Judicial or Ceremonial Law and 

fore extends not farther than the fewiſh Com- 
monwealtch : Bur as rhat Law fo promulged ; did in- 
clude that Natural ReQtitude . which was once giv" 
I; Ff 4 unto 


4409. Of the:Knowlkadge 'of God, PART I, 
unto all Mankind, ſo it binds us, and is a Rule of 
Righte 5 tus: and. though that enaQting of it 
among thg; 74.15 not the. formal cauſe of its Qb- 
ligation ApOn) Us: Gentiles 3 yet it doth ſerve as a pro- 
wulgation- oy 4nanifeſtation of it, and leaves even 
that part of the Gentiles, unto whom it came , more 
unexcuſable 1n its diſobedience , becauſe by a Re- 


velation from Heaven , and by the Diſpenſation of 
oy. Proves , it is moſt clearly manifeſted unto 


So then queſtion]eſs, the Moral Law , though gi- 
ven to the 7ews, is a Rule of Righteouſneſs ro 2ll, 
becauſe it;contains. thoſe Precepts, that are nn 
and intrinſecally Good , and Right, and Juſt for all 
Men to obſerve. And though Chriſt came to take 
it away, as a Covenant of Works , and conſequent- 
ly, the condemning power of it, which was the 
Enmity , Epkeſ. 2. 17. yet he came not to take it 
away, as a Rule of Righteouſneſs : Thus Heaven 
and Earth ſhall: firſt paſs away , before one jot , or 
tictle of the Law ſhall paſs away, 4atth. 5. 18. 
And we ſee. plainly that the Saviour of the World, 
his Preſcriptions of Holineſs, doth not only. rein- 
force the Law, but ſuperadds a more ſpiritual, pure, 
and high Obſervation , than the Letter it (elf in- 
joyns, Matth. 5. He came to aboliſh the Ceremo- 
nies of the Law, not as things unholy in their In- 
ſtitution, but as uſeleſs, becauſe the Subſtance was 
come: He came to take away the Curſe of the 
Law from ſuch as believe, by ſatisfying for itz and 
the Condemning Power of the Law, 1n caſe of de- 
fault of an exact Obedience b fulfilling it for vs: 

ut he cook it not away, as a Rule to guide us ; for 
thus the Apoftle witneſſeth to it , Row. 7. 12, th; 
jc is Holy, Juſt, and Good; and diſobedience to it, 

| Þ 
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is. 2 mortal fin- in-it (elf, though by the S$atisfaRtion 
of Chriſt, it is become not deadly to them : Every 
Sin we, commit againſt this Righteous Rule ,- even 
after ; our Converſion, . requires the Blood of the 
Son of God to waſh it away, otherwiſe it were 
deadly. We have a double Obligation to the Nſo- 
ral Law , as a Rule of our Obedience, 1. As it 
js a Rule of natural Juſtice : 2. As ic is inforced, 
and as it were re-enated by the Command of our 
Saviour. 
Now as touching the Ceremonial Law, thongh in 
- particular, and the matter of it, it be o far from a 
Rule of Righteouſneſs to. us, that ic were an a& of 
higheſt injury .to our Saviour , to practiſe it , yet 
there wants not an uſe of itzeſpecially amongſt others 
in theſe particulars : 1. That an exact preciſe Obedi- 
ence is required where God commands , though we 
ſee not, it may be, the particular Reaſon: the very 
Snuffers, and Coverings, and Times, and all other 
Circumſtances muſt be exa@ly obſerved. When 
God commands, there is no di pating of, or varying 
from his InjunRions : 2. That in all our approaches 
to the moſt holy God, we muſt endeavour to bring 
our Conſciences, and Hearts, and Lives as clean as 
may be: he' is a holy God, and will be ſanctified 
by all them that draw near to him: And this was 
meant _ waſhings, and purifyings, and clean- 
fings in Eaſes of even natural defilements. 3. That 
he is a God that is pleaſed with Order , Decency, 
and Comelineſs in his Service, fo as it be agreeable 
to his own Word and Will, without Idolatrous Su- 
perſtitions or Will-worſhip. | 
And as to the 7adicial Law, though in the Letter 
of it, it was the Law for that People, yet ic doth 
doth contaig an exemplary Wiſdo:n and Juſtice fo 
f 
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parti fitr&d for 


may be Examples 

ry mute he pn rear re fy 
I z yet ext ot the Ju- 
dicjal Law, did not ve in all caſes emergent in that 
Common-Wealth , eſpecially concerning tranflations 
of Properties and Intereſt. And in theſe the Civil 

Magiſtrate did determine according to the Rules of 
natural Juſtice and Convenience of the Common- ' 

Wealth, and by the extraordinary direQtion and affi- 
ſtance of God, wide Exod. 18. 26. / 
And as thus the Laws of the 7ews, contained Rules 
and DireQions in Natural Juſtice berween Man and 
Man 3 fo the ſacred Hiſtory, the Diretions of rhe 
Prophets , ſupply us with farther manifeſtation of the 
Will of God in the matters of Juſtice between Man 
and Man : 2nd do enforce them home upon the 
Conſcience. When we fee that great obſervation 
the Almighty God takes of the juſt or unjuſt Con- 
verſation of _— imminent Judgments and Re- 
wards , which we find in the ſacred Hiſtory , attend- 
ing either pratice, whereby he owns even Civil 
Juſtice to be as it were his Creature , and doth Pa- 
tronize and maintain it: ſuch were his Animadver- 
ſions upon breach of Covenant with the Gibeonites, 
2 $aw, 21, upon Murder and Oppreffion in Ahab, 
and in his Houſe, z Kings 21. 19. upon Cruelty and 
Ambition in the Poſterity of 7eh#, Hof. 1. 4. of Adul- 
rery and Murder in David, 2 Saw. 11. with divers 
other inſtances of the like kind , do pradtically con- 
- vince that Righteouſneſs between Man and Man, is 
2 thing required, afferted, maintained, and the breach 
thereof avenged by the hand of God himſelf, when 


the Potency of the Offenders ſeem to exemrt _ 
rom. 


cation , exerciſed by Men 

1n-ac ordinary courſe of Juftice. - | | ' 
The Goſpel contains 2 moſt excellent Rule of Righ- 
tequſnefs 2 14In the Example of Chriſt, one of whoſe 
Ends in afluming of our Fleſh , was to exhibic him- 
ſeif'a Pattern of Holinefs towards God, and Righte- 
ouſneſs rowards Man. And thus the Hi of our 
Saviour's Life is a Rule of Righteou in his 
Meekne(s, Metth. 11. 29. Learn of me , for I am meek: 
in his Humility , Philip. 2. 5. Let the ſame wind be in 
you, ar was is Chriſt feſws, &c. in his Patience under 
Affliction or Perſecution, 1 Pet. 2. 11, 12, 13. Becaxſe 
Chrift hath alſa ſuffered far ns, leaving us an example ;; 
who when be was reviled, veviled not, &c. in Offices of 
Love and Charity towards our Brethren, 7aks 1 3. 14, 
15. For I have given you an example, that ye ſhould do as 
I have done : in love and tenderneſs towards others, 
Epheſ. 5. 12, Be ye followers of God as dear children, aud 
walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved as, &c. 1n Obes 
dience to Parents, to Magiſtrates , in Liberality, 
in Compaſhon, in ſweerneis of Converſation; in 
a word, we may in his Life, find not only that ex- 
ternal Conformity to the Divine Law, that God re- 
quires of usz bur alſo a radical, habitual frame of 
Mind and Life in all Vertne : (o that we may plainly 
ſee in the comparing of his Life, with theſe Apoſto- 
lical Precepts and DireRions contained in the Epiſtles, 
that the former was as it were the Text, and the 
latter, but Colle&ions, or Animadverſions upon it, 
turning the praRice of his Life into Precepts , and 
concluding what we ought to be, by obſerving what 
he was and did. God intending to re-inſtamp his 
Image uaea Man, did fend his Son, the Image of 
the invifible God. as a Seal inco the World , ro im- 
print upon his Foltowers the Image of God , _ 

, comte 
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:confiſted in Righteouſne(s and true Holineſs. As 
in our Conformity to the Life of Chriſt, conſiſts: our 
Righteouſneſs here -fo ſhall ou Glory be hereafter, 
ET; that when be ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
.like him. | 1 

2. As thns the Hiſtory of Chriſt contains a Rule 
and Partern of Righteonſnefs , ſo do the Preceprs and 
Coxnſels of the Goſpel contain a Rule of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and that more excellent chan the Law : and 
that eſpecially in theſe particulars : 

-.4, In. that it teacheth and infuſeth the true Prin- 
\ciple of all Righteouſneſs , by ſhewing us the Love 
of God to us, and therewith commandeth, and there- 
by begetteth Love to God againz and in that Love, 
and from ir, doth teach and enable us to all the 
Duties of Righteouſneſs towards Mens it diſcover- 
eth a greater and higher a& of God's Love to us, 
than the Law did, becauſe it diſcovers his Gifts of 
Chriſt unto us, and with, and in him ll things : and 
it doth more diſtinly inform us in that Principle. of 
Righteouſne(s in, and from the Love of God. 

2. It diſcovers more effectual Motives and Incite- 
\ ments unto this and- all other duties, in reſpect of our 

ſelves: The Law, having a ſhacow of good things 
tocome, did inforce its Obedience, by Promiſes of 
Temporal Advantages, and Threatnings of Tempo- 
ral Puniſhmentsz but the P——_ of the Goſpel and 
its Threatnings are of a higher and more operative 
nature, viz. Eternal Life and Ererval Wrath. 

3. It doth improve the Commands and Prohibi- 
- tions of the Law to its proper, yet ſpiritual and ſubs 
lime Senſe: for the Commands or. Prohibitions of 
the Law, ſeemed to reſpe&t more principally the out: 
ward At; and though 1n truth it looked farther, for 
the Law in ſpiritual, yet the extent of it was = q. 
ClEALLY 
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clearly evidenced, Gl our Seyicn Divine Comment 
wel je or lapera ma Prec only of 
t- dot man ts, not 0 

$ cowards Ads God, recep even of Rigs 


ouln heh tow , tht. py he not La 
, not q explicit] poſt ey, as in 
te Golp :{uch are Works of and Com- 


of 198 oe hed in QI ,' Liberalicy towards 
others, loving our Enemies,” abſtinence- from Re- 
* V8 Gentieneſs' Modgation, and right placing 

100s ,':contempt of he Nos » Humi- 
lis,; < the DS ol ſe, thou find them com- 
mended in the, peſlages of the 4 benhon and Pſalms 
yet they are not [oc ly delivezed, nor ſo bind 


Ing z..,and y- injoyned), till we come i col 
the Dock EE and his Apoſtles, who have 
oh an ay cy,upon. his. Dil iples to ob 7A 
nk purpy the mere 
RET: | ice 0 
erg = th __ 


Ge, EE E _ he Die ribes and, Pha-: 
riſees, they can in no- ma; be his nOr Enter i1}- 
to Heaven, Matth. 5:20, Now _ of their. 


Righteouſneſs conliſted in chis,that is before obſerved : 
1. In an Obedience to the Commands of the Law in 
the _ intention and application of it: 2. In the 
| you ice of thoſe Vertues , which came not under the 
ter of the Law, unto which he had before annex- 

ed his Beatitudes; Poyerty of Spirit, Mourning, 
Meekneſs, Hungring. after Righteouſneſs , Purity, 
Peace- making, Patience in Perſecution. Andi in theſe 
four Particulars, eſpecially che Rule of Righteouſne(s 
c6neained inthe Goſpel,l cannot ſay exceeded the Law, 
but exceeded the manner or clearne(s of we mw 
eſtation 
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feſtation of the Law; it having been the merhod of 
5 ty God ever fince the Fall of Man, to _ 
ſeveral ſteps of diſcoveries of his mind wnto Man 
latter, to contain a more eminent degree of Lan 
than the former : ey fortron 
ons ſtep, in the Law, a ſecond; in ho cnney if 
Chriſt in the Fleſh, 1 third; and in the ſending of the 
Holy Ghoſt, a foarth: and yet Hobeonkos one and 
the ſame truth, but different degrees of manifeſtation. 
And as in theſe Patriculars, the Rule of Righteouſ- 
neſs contgined in the New Teſtament , was 'more 
mc ind cer rept, IKE 
itt otitgoes: 
Rules and Di&tates of $5 concainet? in the 
NE En 
is conveyed from Age to 
for the 0 and goyerning of Mankind, and thoſe 
oved by Wikom, and feyere and poliſhed 
Men, to whom God had given a great 


of Men 
meaſure of Reaſon and Trath\ to whom he gave {0 
much NN LING 0 as might leave the World unexcuſable in 
referved fo much from them 
aqnbroyencrrtl had dy by Ago og 
ſent from God, and none tavght like him. 
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CHAP. XXX. 


Of the general Precepts of Righteouſneſs given 
by Chriſt: and 1. Loving owr Neighbokr #s 
our ſelf. 


N OW as in our Duty towards God, Chriſt doth 
not only deliver unto us many ſpecial and\par* 
ticular Duties, but alfo delivers ſome ſhort general 

ts, which are eafie ro be remembred, and do 
include our whole Duty to God: As that of Marth, 
22.37. Thoxs ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, &c, {0 in the matters of Righ & and 
Juſtice towards Men, he doth not only deliver fome 
ſpecial and explicite Duties , bur hach given us fome 
general Precepts, from whence 4 good. Conſcietice 
may eaſily deduce Concluſions applicable ro-every 
particular Action and Occaſion of. oor Lives in re» 
ference to others : Theſe are principdtly two, viz. that 
of Matth. 22. 39. taken our of Leviticus 19; 18.-and 
again enforced by the Apoſtle, Row, 3. 9. Tho fhatt 
love thy neighboar as thy ſelf : and that other, which is 
but a repetition of the former in different words, 
Matth, 7.12, Therefore all things whatſoever ye would 
that men ſhoxld do to_ yon, do ye even ſavy them, for this is 
the Law and the Prophets : It is a Certain Rule, and eafily 
applicable to every Action of our Lives : becauſe if 
a Man will not wilfully blind himſelf, he is able to 
judge whether the Action he now doth or reſolyetrh, 


\ 
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be ſuch as he would be contented ſhould be done to - 


him, were the Perſons and conditions changed. 

And becauſe theſe two great Rules are the beft 
and cleareſt diretion of our Conſciences, and the 
Conſcience is not regular , where it is not confor- 
mable to theſe Rules ; we ſhall examihte them more 
particularly. 

- » Then as to the firſt, Thow ſhalt love thy Neighbou? 
#s thy ſelf, wherein we muſt take this word Neighbour, 
as our Saviour himſelf expounds it, that it includes 
every Perſon, of what Relation, or Condition ſoever, 
though a Perſon is my Enemy , therefore Xarth. 5, 
3. our Saviour confutes that falſe Gloſs of the 
ewiſh Maſters , that did contradiſtinguiſh a Neighs 
0 an Enemy, and tells us, that an Enemy is to 
be the Obje& of our Love and Beneficence, Luke 10. 
33-4. 7ew and a Semaritaze, between whom there 
was\not only a kind- of civil and national Enmity, 
but an Hatred grounded upon difference in Religion, 
in ſo: much, that the Zews could not uſe a more bit- 
ter reproach againſt our Saviour, than to ſtile him 
a Samaritan, fobn 8. 48. yet theſe were within the 
comprehenſion. of this Command : So that whatſo- 
ever he be, whether knit unto me in any relation, 
or not , nay, though extreamly contrary unto me 
either in-civil Enmity; or in Religion, yer ſuch a 
Perſon is the ſubje& of this Command. This bei 
premiſed, theſe things are evidently conſequent upon 
this Command : 


* 


I- That every Man is bound to love himſelf; 


2. That every Man is bound to love another, 
as he loves himlelf. 


1. Concerning 


. ” 
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- 1,, Concerning the former; it is #Duty; 
and if it' were not , 4 Man might'eafilyghndethis 
Precept : 'for 'if I' might hace my 1c, Therfile '6nd 
mezture'of *my Love to my Neighbour: were olt 5 
therefore a -Love to'my (ef is implicit injoyned 
in this - Precept of our Saviour ,/as-welfas in-'the 
Inclination'of Nature, -E£pheſ” 5.291 No ran ivr tharrd 
his own fleſh : but the Errors of Self-love gre+hat which 
our Saviourielſewhere (6:ofren repfoves :13 vv ff 
1, When a Man miſtakes,- and eſteeins ther him- 
ſelf, which "indeed is not 3 when a Man takes that 
for an 'Eye;''or a Hand, or' a Foot?” #z/parts of 
himſelf, which indeed are not, Aacth. 5. 2y1Wheri 
2 Man ſhall make the Juſt of his Eye, :as:deaf: & his 
Eye; and the corruption of his' Hand , 'a8"deat2# his 
Hand : to theſe our Saviour commands'cfudlty w'be 
ſhewn , to be'cur off ;* and pulled out : -when #Min 
ſhall miſtake char old Man that is in himy;* robe hirh> 
ſelf, which is to be pur off and cruciffed;"Epbeſt' 4: 
22, and ſhall cake thoſe to' be members 0f-htn bb 
which are members of the 01d Man , whieharewioi 
to be loved, but mortified, Colo. 3. 5:  Sutlis' the 
diſorder” and corruption- of -our Nature} that" 'we 
elteem our Sins and-Lufts to be part of out EffentiMls; 
ind thereby miſplace our Love” upon then#} iy Read 
of our ſelves: And this is'a'Self- Love forbidden g 
hay , they are-our only Enemies, Enemies that fighe 
againſt our Souls, WC 2 CNTR 
z,' Wheti'onr- Love, 'though” ic be pattly” right 
placed , yet it {is either beyond -rhe dae meaſure and 
ty doth not-rake' iti our whole” Selves : 
very one-is bound by' the Laws' of God'and 'Na- 
trey to Jove'his/ own Fleſh; but he char fo+Joverh 
his own/ Fleſh; that he neglects Hiis Soul, he loves 
hot his whole ſelf, and 0 "ke , harhi —__ 
| g e 
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of his-worſe part bebrs the ecernal advantage of hy 


3 When Love to a Man's (elf wants the due 
ED Ae to our Love to God. The Good that 
is in God is infinite, and the Good that we receive 
from him, is the higheſt Good we are capable of : for 
our, Being, . which is our. Capacity to receive any 
Good , »-agglall the Coons Benefits, and Cone 
up rc CARHY; we x 

mR_—_— 2nd. therefore our LOWE to him, - 
up. the whole- Compaſs and - Capacity-0 of. our; ohh 
Thaw ſhalt love the Lord thy, God with all; thy, be 
with all: rac Sowul., and with all thy might , on 
| ou Commandment , Matth, 22. an 1 | 

of the Creature is a dependant. Be _ jo 
own —_ to himſelf, ought to be fy xdinate 
Love: co bim,, upon whom it hath his d 
Lute 26,14, If any man come to me , and hate. not his f 
ther C. Jed, and his own life he cannot be my diſciple. Vs 
ſach is the wonderfal Bounty and Wiſomofy the Will 
of of God, that in Conformity thereunto, a-man exaR} 

orms to his own Happineſs. Our higheſt, ws 

moſt univerſal Love co God, is-joyned with-a; true 
exact Love to. our ſelves.3 for he hath conjayned the 
Happineſs of the Creature with the Duty to hiael{i 
Both which we find, Matth. 16. 25, Whoſorver will 
loſe his life far my ſake , ſpall find it, It, may 10 happes 
that thy Love to thy Saviour may not conſiſt with 
*by external Honour, Wealch, or Peace, nay. ka 
W 
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with the: enjoyment arm Ly but ic ſhall ever 
confiſt with the life and bleſfedneſs: of thy Soul unto 
all Ecernicy'y and whar' can be an exchan uiva- 
knc to thy immortab Soul? Thus whilft thou haceſt 
thy Life, when the Love and Duty; thow owelt ro 
God, calls for ir, thou'doſt at once perform a double 
duty, of Love to God, and' Love to thy felf. 
. 2.-From hence it appears, that in the relation be- 
tween my Neighbour and my felf , there is a priority 
of Love due to my felf., ro that Love F owe to m 
Neighbour: for the Love to my felf is preſappoſed, 
and. made the Rule of that Love I owe to my 

ighbour : therefore in. an equality of Concern- 
ment to my” felf and: my Neighbour , I am to prefer 
my ſelf; as if this unhappy Neceflicy ſhould:lie upon 
me, Ei ro preſerve my own Life, or that my 
Neighbour'muſt loſe his, and-rhat without my fault; 
I may 3- I muſt prefer the faving of my own Life: 
But "where there is- an inequality of Concernment, 
there- the difficulty: is great to dilcover the meaſure 
of my Duty ro my Neighbour : de quibus infra, £ 

3. Fromhence it is evident, thar'T am' bound to 
love my Neighbour. ' This is evident, and-.it is that 
great Commnand'of the New Teſtamerit, 1 7obn 4. 20. 

4 From hence ir: is evident, and'ir is the fcope 
and ſubſtance of the: Command; tharwe muſt love 
our Neighbour as out ſelves: Now chit word as, im- 
ports Equality : therefore 'it-is conſiderable, hew far 
cp n_—y of Eove"to-our Neighbor 'as to our 
ſelves; ivto be extended * | 

'1.' Our Love-to:our Neighbour, muſt be of equal 
Sincerity- and Integtiry;.'with that Eove-a Man' bears 
tw himfelf A Man loves, himfelf fincerely, he doth 
mor pretend, or bear. a difſembled Love to himſelf, 
bur! is- in good earneſt; and with his Heart: | muſt 

Gg z love 
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love my Neighbour as truly, as I love my ſelf. This 
is an Equalicy of Nature or Eſſence. * 

2. Our Love to our Neighbour , muſt be of the 
ſame order or method as'our Love to our (elves: As 
we are tO r Our chiefeſt Good, before our tem- 
poral ; and the good of our Souls, before that - 
of our Bodies: ſo we ought to hold the ſame order 
inthe Love we ſhew to our Neighbour , LZevir. 19, 
17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy brother in thy heart, but 
ſhalt reprove him, There is ſometimes a merciful 
Cruelty tro be ſhewn to our Brother , pulling him 
out of the Fire , and holds reſemblance to the Love | 
of God to us, that reproves, that he may not ſtrike; 
and ſtrikes, that he may not deſtroy. And this is an 
0Y_- of Qs w; Wes ly 

. But an Equality © is not required, as 
it Gran, and-as is before touched : But though in 
an Equality; we may prefer our ſelves, yet when 
there is a diſproportion, there in many caſes our 
Neighbour's Good is to be preferred before our 
own: 

1. The ſalvation of our Neighbour's Soul is to be 
preferred before the preſervation of our own tem- || | 
poral Life : much more ought we to deny our ſelves || | 
| in thoſe things , which are onely uſeful or pleaſing I 
A to our Senſe; [if the ſalvation of anothers Soul is 
concerned in it. And this was that which was meant, 

-1 Con 10, 24, I Cor, 8. 13, Rom. 14. 21. If mee 
make my brother offend, I will eat no fleſh while the warld 
ftandeth, leſt 1 make my brother offend, And as. out 
Saviour laid down his natural Life, to redeem our 
everlaſting Souls from an eternal Death ; ſo hath he 
left the ſame for an Example and a Command to ws, 
Zohn 13. 34. A new command 1 give unto you, that t 
we one another , as I have loved you : He had before 
: COM- 
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commanded us , that we ſhould love our Neighbour 
3 our ſelves: and ay, might take out that 


Leſſon perm iſt, the Son of God, 
who had all perfection in hm, and conſequently 
did , = muſt love himſelf; yet the falva- 
tion of our Souls , before the ion of his na- 


wral Life, co be in this an ple to us, that if 
the exigence of the ſalvation of $4 _— Soul 
coald not conſiſt with the own 
Life, I am bound to lay nap ny mm 
rather than his Soul ſhould be loſt, 1 7obn 3, 16, Here- 
by perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid down his . 
bfe for us, and we ought to ly down our lives for the 
brethren, 

2, We are by vertue of this Precept, to prefer 
the preſervation of our Neighbours temporal Life, 
which” otherwiſe would-inevitably happen , before 
our own Safery , the hazard whereof, may poſſibly, 
but not neceſſarily endanger our own. This, among 
other Examples , is evidenced in the Example of 
Eſther, Eſther 4. 16. A Decree was paſſed for the 
Maſſacre of the fews, which would neceſſarily have 
axed if there were nor a ſpeedy prevention : the 

rob means ro prevent it, was Efthers Addreſs to the 

3 and ſuch an immediate Addreſs, without an 
= hoy was preſent Death by the Law, Eſther 4. 
11, yet Efther reſolves in that Exigence , to adven- 
ture her Life , Efher 4. 16. I will go unto the King, 
which is not according to the Law , and if I periſh, 1 by 
rb, So that although the Concernment be 
ned NCWRonr's Life and my own Life, in w ex 
aſe, were there not a dif XOPomion of the Dan- 
ub I were bound to preſerve my own Life ,- ra- 
than to loſe it, with the preſervation of my 
"genres yet when (R250 of my Nelghhones 
3 3 
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Life is necefliry without incurring ſome danger «f 
my own, I am to truſt the good _—_— 
God with my own Life,: in 5 Grote 
ture of it. cacher chan to. ſee my inevi 
perith. And che like propordon holds in 
a lower Concernmenrt 

3. Therefore muck move it follows , that if Ge 
being of my Neighbour cannot conſiſt 
parting with ſomewhat chat: confiſts with 

ral well-being, I am to prefer my Nei 

ing, before my own well-being : Thus 1 aw 
bona to loſe my Eſtate , rather than ſee my Neigh- 
bour loſe his Life, if m | Yn world 


It, But this is ſtill inter 


red, 1 ain not ol 


mg my Neighbour's Neceffity come in compe- 


og with my Convenience only, I 2m 
by this Law of Love to prefer my 
Neceflity before my 'own Convenience. 
be ' a poor Man , whoſe Exigences ate ſuch 
he hath wherewith to preſerve Life only , 
ro ſatisfe Nature; I have wherewith t 
he the 7 of my Nature, with fome 
nd out of chat to his 
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Of the le and | acneral Precept of Righteouſneſs, 
Doing as we-would be done unto, 


D. HE Seccnd Precept , Matth, 7. 12. Whatſo- 
ever ye would that men ſhould do to you , ds ye 
even ſo to' them ;, for this is the Law and the Prophets : 
This is nothing elſe , but a practical Experiment of 
the former; for every Man is prefumed to love 
himſelf, and in order and ſubſervience to that Love, 
to be able to judge , whether any thing that he 
doth or ſuffers , be anſwerable to his own well- 
being, whict-ts the termination of that Love, and 
accordingly likes or diſlikes it, or wills it to be, 
or not to be done. This Precept is reſolved into 
its Negative , Whatſcever ye wonld not that men ſhould 
do to you , that do not te them, And for the uſe of 
both , we are to take them both with theſe L;- 
wit ations : | 
I. It is underſtood in an equality or parity of Re- 
lation , and not otherwiſe. For an inſtance, the 
Father may* expect that: from a Son , viz. Reve- 
rence and Obſervance , which will not be fit for the 
Father to give to the Son. The Duties are diverſi- 
fied, according to the diverſity of the Relations : The 
reſoJution of the Precept in this caſe, is therefore 
this , Whatſoever I would that my Father ſhould 
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expet from me , that I would that my Son ſhould 
do to me, & #& comverſo, Variations of Circum- 
ances and Relations, diverſifie the Caſe : and there- 
fore the reſolution of this Precept in caſe of diffe- 
rent Relations, muſt be as well with the change of 
the Relations , as of the Perſons : and the Queſtioa 
to be asked the Conſcience in ſuch a caſe is , Were 
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BRIEF ABSTRACT:-.. 

I. HAT here i On, 2nd but ne, moſt 
- I Wiſdom , Power, and Goodaels, fi- 
God, though but One-in Eſſence, is 

3. That this God in th begioning of time; cre created 
Providence. And this he did, 1. For the Manifeſta- 


OF THE 
Glorious God, 
fie places, but comprehended in no place, full of 
J erfeion. 
yer CHI nEIS of his Subſiſtence, Father, Sop, 
the World , commonly called the Heaven 
tion and Glory of his Wiſdom, Power, and 9 


ChaſtianReligion: 
ſible, perfectly Happy » Infinite in 
Nei Truth and P. 
and Holy Spirit. 
which he till governs, by his Power, Dom and and 
2, For the Communication of hi 


neſs and Bounty to the things which he and AC- 
cording to their ſeveral Natures and 

4s Ihe bgyt finiſhed chis inferior ord, cal cayed 
the Eart rniſhed it with all things -neceſ; 
and nent ner for the uſe and convenience of 
nobler Creature which-he intended , he-created the 
firſt Man Adam, and the firſt Woman Eve, the com- 
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mon Parents of all : from whom all the Men 
and owes. in the Yorld are derived by natural 


| Po theſe firſt Parengs of Mankind, Almighty 
God gave ſome Endowments or conſtituent Parts, chat 
are common to all Magkiad , as well as to 

namely, r. 'Ferreſtrial' or Earthly- Bodies; for the 
WEIES was made cue of he Barth ; and the Bodies 


of all other Men , dough they ave derived to them 


by ordigary Generation , yet their Bodies are terre- 
Sponge eee | | Fave] i 
Bod Hes and JL a 
Þo wer 0 rcepticn, te, as L 
tee at by er Hoe Lin 
if - tains @&kind a- 
bove all: other viſibleCueatures And this Soul 
thus ended with'tho Power of Underſtanding and 
with the Body 5 bur- it is imazor- 
tal and neyer dits. And'chis-is called' a Nas mag 
Souls whereby-we underſtand; and: think ; and con- 
er, and remember, 2nd chuſt one thing; and refuſe 
5 LTes we have a Capacity to-lmow Al- 
i God; Works, lis" and'to-obey-and 


ature. 3. A Power of Pro- 
he mutuel-conjundtion of 


Benedotion, all the Families: of 
er-are, or {ball be upon-the fave of che Earth, are in 
the courſe of ordinary Generation derived from the 
iſt Parents-6F Mankind. 4, A Power and Right of 

er: the inferioar Creatares, -which he 


Dominion ov 
Toh exerciſe, ry by the ordination and appoint- 
ment 


Choyſtion Rolggion. 


of the 
ir Cre  and-peztly by 


Nature to enjoy;: &s-hight: 


fos- 
iis Soul Ru roophe and Fine 
ones a> We 


his Goodneſs and Bene ; by 
to be the {pecial Ends.of Man's Creations 
he might bave a Creature inchislower 
might more conveniently, . | 

give glory untg God 
_— Nobler Eaewities thas 


ereb , - 
5 hr His: Will ;.- 
6 


y. | aQyalyi LouM 
: OE 
mightienow bizAdaher, 


1% Thet 
that 


bereby:he | 
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the view and fight of the goodly frame of Heaver 

and Earth, and gave him his W, wherein he ſhould 

obey and ſerve his Creator. z. That he might"be 

of as much ad Blefſedneſ(s as the 

amane Nature could be capable of, while it ſtood 

conjunRion with his Body : and that he ſhould, 

od a kind of Tranſlation into Heaven , enjoy y more 

- xg and Everlaſting tare of Bleſſedneſs 
ory 

: -8, When God-had thus created Man , he gave 

him « Law of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and reveal- 

ed it to him: A i joe & 2 ——_—_ or Trial of his 


Obedience, for aaFen, dy the Fruit of 
one Tree in pore. —_ of 
Our firſt Parents rebe againſt that juſt and 


DC by eating the forbidden Fruit. And al- 
ty they did 'not' preſently die corporally , yet 
they y this Di/obedience fell into theſe Inconvenien- 
Ss eli Donde L ware under the Sentence: of 
rage Samir yah ppt er 
prom 2 O ate 
Immorrality of their Bodies, though they loſt not the 
ſtare of  Immoraliey of their Souls, which were eflen- 
oy Imm [3. They loſt their Innocence; 
Eſtate in Paradiſe , the clear and ſupet- 
ghr of their Underſtanding, the Rectitude 
wr Ve the right Order of their Aﬀections: 
and rheir Souls loft much of its PerfeQion, Sw. 


ordered, age OE ee ex Ar he of God 
pry et IE to all kind of 


God. and to a ns 
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dition of all the Poſterity of Adam by Nature, except 
Jeſus Chriſt, - _ 4 

10. God Almighty in his eternal wiſdom and fore« 
knowledge of the fall of Man, in his infinite Wiſdom 
and neſs, purpoſed to ſexd forth his Son , to take the 
Humane Nature, and to become a King, a Prieſt, and 
2 Propher, and alſo a Sacrifice, to expiate the Sins of 
Mankind, and to make them \ am _y__ of the 

t and eſſential part of chat Happineſs , which the 
Fi Man loſt by his Fall: and ſo to recover unto him- 
= a Creature that might actually glorifie and ſerve 

m. 

11, And to make this Purpoſe effeRtual to our firſt 
Parents, and to thoſe that ſucceeded them before the 
coming of Chriſt the parpoſed Redeemer , Almighty 
God was pleaſed to ule two Expedients : 1. He gave 
out the Promiſe of the Mejſiah, or the Seed of the Wo- 
man , the ſeed in whom all Nations ſhould be ble(- 
ſed : and the Belief of this, though darkly revealed, 
became an Inſtrument or Means to render the promi- 
ſed Meſſiah effectual ro them , to partake of the-Be- 
nefits of his Redemption, when it was joyned with 
the Obedience to the revealed Will of God in Sin- 
cerity. 2. He gave out Precepts directing Men to 
their Duty :. and co the fincere Endeavour of Obedi- 
ence to thoſe Precepts, he annexed the Benefit of 
Remiſhon of Sins and Acceptance of their Perſons 
and Duties, through che Meſſiah, or Chriſt that was 
to come. 

12, In the fulneſs or appointment of time, namely, 
about four thouſand years after the Creation of Man- 
kind, the Som of Ged, by a miraculons Conception of 
the Virgia Mary, without the conjunttion of Man, 
aſſumed the Humane Natxre , became Man, lived about 
three and thirty years, —_ the Mind and mw 
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of God, touching Mankind, confirmed his Dodtrine 
with unqueſtionable Miracles and Evidences from 
Heaven , and lived a moſt Holy and Spotleſs Life, 
and then was without cauſe crucified by the Zews, was 
buried, mts nw, Ro Bo 
again, according as he promiſed, and conv Wi 
tus Diſciples forty days,then aſcended into the glorious 
Heayens, where he 1s in a ſtate of Glory and Power, 
after his Aſcenſion , he upon his 
as he promiſed, the Power of the Hoh 
Spirit, whereby they did many Miracles in witneſs of 
truth of the ine and Hiſtory of Chriſt. 

14 The Reaſons and Ends, why the Son of God thus 
took our Nature , became Man, and died for ur , were 
theſe: 1. That the Ecernal Counſel e of 
God, for the Recovering and Redemption of 
out of their loſt Condition, and all thoſe Predictions 
and Prophecies touching the ſame, might be fulfilled, 
and thereby the great God to have the Glory of his 
Wiſdom,Mercy,Power,and Truth. 2. That there might 
be a common Remedy for the Recovery of Mankind 
to their duty and ſubjetion to Almighty God,that they 
might actively glorifie their Creator, according to the 
End of their tion. . 3. That there might be a 
common Remedy afforded ro Mankind , to obtain in 
ſubſtance that Happineſs which they loſt in their 
firſt Parents, and by their own renewed Tranſgreſſi- 
ons, and a Means provided for the pardon of their 
Sins, and ſaving of their immortal Souls, and yet 
without derogation of the Divine Juſtice, and the 
Honour of his Government. 

I5. In order to theſe great Ends, the Son of God 
was thus ſent from Heaven, and Commifhonated as 
it were by the Father, principally to do theſe Great 
Bufmeſſes in this World; firſt to ecquaint the Warld _ 
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- the whole Will of God concerning Mankind: 2, To 
lay down a fall and ſufficient Sacrifice for the Sins of 
the World , by his own Death and Paſſion: 3. To' 

ive the World all poſſible Aſaraxce both of -the 

ruth of his Dodtrine and the Sufficiency of his Sa- 
tisfation by his wonderful Miracles, by his Reſurre- 
Rion and Aſcenſion, and by the Diffafzon of the 
Gifts of the Spirit upon his Apoſtles and Believers 
after his Aſcenſton. 

16, Touching the firſt of theſe , namely , the ma- 
nifeftation of the Divine Will, touching Mankind ; this con- 
tains the ine of the Goſpel, the Meſlage ſent 
from Heaven by the Son of God, touching all things 
to be believed, and to be done by the Children of 
Men, in order to their Redemption and attaining 
of everlaſting Happineſs. And this was neceſlary, 
becauſe the World was full of Darkneſs and Igno- 
rance. And many things that were now necetfary 
for Men to know, were but darkly revealed unto 
the former Ages of the World. The Son of God 
therefore came to bring Life and Immortality to light, 
by the Goſpel. 

17. The Doftrines of the Goſpel, which Chriſt brought 
with him into the World, were principally theſe : 

1. That all Men have Immortal Souls, which 
muſt live to all Eternity , notwithſtanding the death 
of their Bodies. 

z. That there ſhoald come a Diſſolution of this 
preſent World, and at that time there ſhall be a Re- 

urretion of all that had been dead,and a change of all 
that ſhould be then living, into an Immortal Eſtate. 

3. That there ſhould at that day be a Final 
Judgment, where all Men ſhould be doomed , ſome 
to everlaſting Life and Happineſs, ſome to everlaſt- 


ing Mitery. 
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4. That in the ſtrit Rule of Divine Juſtice , the 
Wages of every Sin is ny on and Miſery, 
which is fully deſcribed in the Goſpel. 

5. That all Mankind is obnoxious to everlaſting 
Death and Miſery, becauſe all Mankind have ſm- 
ned, and are born in Sin. So that without the help 
of Mercy from God, all Mankind are in a loſt and 
deſperate Condition. 'M 

6. That yet for all this, Almighty God is willing 
that his Creature ſhould be reconciled to him , is de- 
firous to pardon his Sins, to be at peace with him, 
and everlaſtingly to ſave him, and to reſtore unto 
him that everlaſting Happineſs that he had loſt by his 
own fin, and the (in of our firſt Parents. 

7. But yet that all this ſhould be done in ſuch a 
way as might be conſiſtent with the Honour of his 
Juſtice and of his Government, as well as of his 
Mercy and of his Bounty : and therefore that he will 
have a Sacrifice and a Price laid down for the Sins 
of the World, namely , the precious Life of his 
own Son Jeſus Chriſt, that publiſhed this Doctrine 
to the World : And this Sacrifice and Satisfaction 
the glorious God would accept in a way of Juſtice, 
and yet in a way of Mercy, that his Juitice might 
- —_— his Mercy magnified, and his Creature 
aved. 

8. And that becauſe it would be neither agreeable 
to the Honour nor the Wiſdom of- Almighty God, 
that any Man that had the uſe of his Reaſon and: 
Underſtanding , ſhould have the fruit and benefit of 
this Mercy and Sacrifice, without returning to his 
Duty to God by true Repentance for what he had 
done amiſs, and by better Obedience to God: nei- 
cher was there any fitneſs or ſuitableneſs between 
2 Pure and Holy God, or that Bleſledgeſs which 
| | x Mankind 
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Mankind might expe& with him, and a People that 
ſhould yer continue deſperately ſinful and impure: and 
it was alſo reaſonable and fit, that if Mankind would 
expe the Reſticution to that everlaſting Happineſs, 
that they loſt by their own fins,and the fin of their firſt 
Parents, then they ſhould alſo return totheir Duty and 
Obedience to God, and perform in ſome meaſure, 
that End , for which Mankind was at firſt created, 
namely actively , to glorifie that God that had made 

them eſpecially after ſo great an addition of Mercy,as 
the Redemption of the World by the Death of his 
own Son; therefore he appointed and intended, and 
publiſhed to the World, that all, that would have 
the fruit and benefit of this great Redemption, ſhould 
repent of their Sins, and endeavor ſincerely to obey 
the Precepts of Piety , Sobriety , and Righreouſnelſs, 
<q on by Almighty God by the Meſſage of 


9. And becauſe, that if thoſe to whom this Meſ- 
ſage of the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould be publiſhed, 
{þould yet not believe the ſame, nor believe that 
Jeſus was the true Meſſias , or that his Doctrine was 
the true and real Mefſlage of Almighty God to the 
World, it could never be expected that they would 
obey this Heavenly Command, 'nor return to God, 
or the Duty they owed him : he did therefore re- 
quire of all Perſons that were of Underſtanding, to 
whom the Goſpel ſhould be publiſhed,chat they ſhould 
Believe it to be True, and believe that Chriſt was the 
True Meſhas, the = Sacrifice for the Sin of the 
World, and the ine which he preached, was the 
Will of God concerning Man. 

10, And thus there are theſe Conditions to be per- 
formed on the part of thoſe that will expe& the Be- 
refit of the Redemption purchaſed by the Blood of 

Hh 3 Chriſt: 
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Chriſt : 1, That all, that are of Underſtanding, to 
whom the Goſpel is preached , ſhould Believe it to 
be the: Truth, and reſt upon it as the Truth of 
God : 2. That they ſhould be heartily ſorry for their 
former Sins, and Repent of them, and turn from 
them. This is Repentence. 3. That they ſhould in 
all Sincerity, endeavour to conform their Hearts and 
Wills, and Lives, to the Precepts and Command- 
ments of Chriſt and his Goſpel, which is called San&i- 
ration and new Obedience. 

11, And becauſe; when we have done all we can, 
yet we are in this Life compaſſed about with many 
Infirmities and Temptations, and fubject to fail in 
our Duty to God, and to theſe Holy Precepts of 
the Goſpel ; 2” the mercifyl God hath aſſured us by 
bis Son Chriſt Jeſus , that if we ſincerely endeavour to 
obey the Precepts of the Goſpel ,' and #epent for our 
Failings herein , and ſo renew our Peace with God 
by unigned Repentance , the ſame Sacrifice of his 
Son be accepted ro expiate for our Sins and 
Failings, and the bleſſed God will accept- of our 
fincere, though imperfect Obedience, .as a Perfor- 
mance of that part of the Covenant of the Goſpel, 
that concerns our Obedience to God , and the Com- 
mands of the Goſpel. And this is called Evangelical 
Obedience , which, though it be not perfe&, yer be- 
iog ſincere and accompanied with real and lincere 
Endeavours to obey, and Repentance for our daily 
Failings y is accepted of God through the. Sacrifice 
of 'Chriſt, who is not only our Sacrihce and Pro- 
pitiation, but alſo our Intercefſor and Mediator at 
the right hand of God. i Ff any man fin, we have at 
Advocate with the Father , even 7eſas Chriſt, who ſit- 
aeth at the right hand of the Father, 1 John 2. 1. Heb. 8. 
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c 
vas Ye os ire us ncxciarEramge of 
the Practice 0 Gor LN00S, ne hath grvert 
tous; as namely, O naey leh rug 


Wilt of Gods Na upon him, Holineſs, 


Pority , Sobriety , Patience , Righteoulneſs , Ju- 
filet Charity, Compeſſon, } _* we Truth, —_ 


cerRy , Uprightneſs , 
eſteem of Worldly Pnwey _—_ — . 
all thoſe Graces an Vertues that breed 
expeRts from us. 

19. And as Ss onr pray nt ants pos 
us in all things neceſſary for us to 
ile, and to give us an admirable =_ por 
Example of a Holy and Vertuous Life: fo, 2, He 
came to die for us, and to die ſuch a Death, as had in 
it all the Circumſtances of Biceerneſs, a and yet accom- 

Innocence and 


by with unſpotted incomparable 
atience, and he thus died for theſe Ends, 


1. To lay down a Ranſom for the Sins of Man- 
kind, and a Price for the Purchace of Everlaſting 
Life and Happineſs for all thoſe that receive him, 
believe in him, and obey the Goſpel, 

2. To fatisfie the Juſtice of God, to make good 
his Truth, to vindicate the Honaur 'of his Govern- 
ment 3 and to proclaim his Juſtice, his Indignation 
againſt Sin, and yer to magnifte his Love and Mercy 
ro Mankind, in giving his Son to be a Price of ther 
Ronen tion, 

Q give 2 juſt indication unto all the World of 
ifs vileneſs of Sin, the abhorrence of it, that coſt 
the Son of God his Life , when he was but under 
the imputed gall of it, that ſo Mankind might de- 
teſt and ayoid Sin, as the vaſe of Evils. 
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4. To' give a moſt unparalle}'d Inſtance of - -his 
Love to the World , that did cine to die for the 
Children of Men, to redeem then from Everlaſting 


And thereby to ooge Mankind with the 
moſt oblig indearing Inſtance to love and 
obey that Jeſus, that bs ied for them, 4nd out 
of the comps Prnces of Humanity and Grati- 
tude, ro love and obey him, that thus loved them, 
and laid down his Life for them. 

« 6. To give a moſt convincing Evidence of the 
Truth of” _, Docrin and th L e Saccranchs b a2. 

rofeſſtons of Love to Ma L 7 omg @ 
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_. Conſiderations 
Scaſonable at all Times for the Cleanſing 
OF THE 


HEARTad LIFE 


"9 F. God, and therein 
I. Of his Parity and Holineſs; one that 
cannot endure to. behold iniquity. The 


Stars. are not fire in his fight , Job 25.5. 
Job 1s. 15. and his Angels he chargeth with folly, Job 4. 18, 
How then canſt thou think to draw near to the Holy 
God, when thy Heart and thy Lips, and thy Life are 
clothed with Impurity and Filthineſs > when thy 
Thoughts, the only Inſtruments whereby thou can 
converſe with him:, are buſied in Conſiderations 
unworthy of a Spirit, much more mp of 
the God of Spirits > Canſt thou think that this Holy 
God will accept of the productions of that Soul, thy 
Prayers and Meditations, who but now was im- 
ployed in baſe unclean earthy Thoughts, and didſt 
t now part with them, with a reſolution to reſume 
them? Every impure thought leaves a mark and blot 
upon thy Soal,that remains when thy Thought is paſt ; 
and canſt thou bring that ſpotted Soul into the preſence 
of the Pure and Holy God, without confulion. and 
ſhame? Thou art now going about with thy Lige ro 
+ | draw 
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"draw near unto God 5 Remember how many yain 
'and unprofitable words, how many murmuring and 
unthankful words, how many unclean and filthy 
words, how maay falſe and diſfembling words, how 
many . probed and atrogant words, how many .ma- 
licious and vindictive words , how many hypocritical 
and deceitful words, how many aqua 1. and mi(- 
lexding words, how many ungodly and blaſphemous 
words, have ſtain'd and polluted thoſe calves of thy 
Lips, thou art now about to ſacrifice to thy Creator. 
Thou, art” about to undertake a Converſation and 
walking with God; Can two walk, together unleſs they 
are apreed? Amos 3. 3. How then canſt thou, a ws 
laced Man in all thy actions , even thoſe of the beſt 
denomination, expect to have a Converſation with 
the Holy, Holy, Holy Lord? The ſtains of thy Life 
paſt ſtick upon thee, and thou art not cleanſed from 
them; andthe Sea of Corruption that is within thee, 
will, —— = higheſt Reſolutions, never 


ceaſe to caſt out mir dirt. 
O Lord, it is true, I am a ſinful Man, and the 


whole frame of my Heart, and Lips, and Life, hath 
been only evil and that continually : and as I have 
been, fo ſtill I muſt continue, without thy Mercy to 
pardon and cleanſe me. My pollutions and impurities 
are ſuch as may juſtly affright me from coming near 
chy Holineſs, leſt I ſhould be conſumed ; ſuch as 
may diſcourage my Prayers and Applications unto 
thee, leſt I ſhould ſtain and infe&t them: and ir is 
no more in my power to change or cleanſe my ſelf 
f-om the ſtains of my fins paſt, or from the grow- 
ing evils of my Nature, than- in the Leopard to 
change his ſpots3z ſo that I may moſt juſtly conclude, 
that it were extream preſumption for me to draw 
near unto thee , and rather cry out with the DE 

| epart 
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Depart from me, O Lord, for I am ſinful man, Luk. 5. 
8. Bur if I fic where 1am, I ſhall periſh; and if [ 
draw near unto thee, I can but die. That Purity 
that I behold in thee, is the Purity of the great Gods 
and my fins are the fins of a finite Creature : my 
finfulneſs cannot defile thy Holineſs z but thy Holi- 
neſs may cleanſe my bow pry : That Fire which will 
conſume an impure and a proud Heart, will cleante 
an impure and unhumble Heart. O Lord I deſtre 
to abhor my ſelf in duſt and aſhes : Unleſs thou had(t 
ſhewn me my filthineſs , I could not have ſeen'it ; 
and unleſs thy Grace had been with my Heart , I 
could not have humbled my (elf before thee: Unleſs 
thou hadſt called me, I could not have moved toward 
thee. Thy Promiſes, upon which my Soul ſhall 
ever fix till thou throw me off, are full of bounty 
and tenderneſs even to the vileſt of Sinners: No {1a 
of ſo deep a dye, but thy Mercy can wath away: No 
Corruption ſo hideous , but thy Grace can cleanſe; 
And fo far haſt thou condeſcended to the weakneſs of 
thy Creature, that thou haſt given us a vilible Sacris 
fice, whole Blood is ſufficient to cleanſe us from all 
our Guilr, a viſible Fountain to waſh for Sin and 
for Uncleanneſs, even the Blood of che Son of God, 
which cleanſeth us from all Sin, which cleanſeth our 
Conſciences from the guilt and ſtain of Sin, and 
waiheth our Bodies from the dominion and pollution 
of Sin; and by that Blood hath opened a new and 
living way for us into the preſence of God, Hebr, 10. 
20, and given acceſs thereby into the Holieſt, and 
given us a Commiſſion to draw near with acceptation 
into his preſence, Hebr, 10, 19. ; 
2. The Preſence of God, Whither ſhall I fly from thy 
preſence ? Pſal. 139. 7. He ſeeth the ſecreteſt corners 
of the World, and the fecreteſt chambers -L 


478 Geaſonable Conſiderations for the 


Heart; and all the Gneſts that are there, even thy 
cloſeſt Thoughts and Contrivances and Purpoſes 
much more thy moſt retired and deepeſt Actions are 
as legible to him as if they were graved in Braſs. And 
the « and fetled and frequent Conſideration of 
this, will be of excellent uſe upon all occaſions. 
| Is thy Heart ſolicited by thy (elf ( as our unhappy 
Hearts are our own tempters) or by any Obje& ; or 
So? on gory tn or by the ſuggeſtion 
the Devil, to impure Speculations, or ſinful Reſo- 
lations, to atheiſtical Diſpurations, to proud or arro- 
gant Conceptions of thy ſelf, to revengeful or un- 
Charitable or forbidden Wiſhes, to vain and unpro- 
fitable thoughts? Remember thou and all thoſe thy 
Thou (which even natural Modeſty or Prudence 
would ſhame thee to pabliſh before a mortal Man 
25 thou art) are all naked and manifeſt before the 
Great, Holy, and Immortal God , whoſe Eyes walk 
through all the corners of thy Heart : And dareſt 
Hon m his preſence to entertain ſuch Gueſts as theſe 
—_— where thy Creator is preſent , in that 
lace which thou pretendeſt to make a Temple for 
im; in that place which the Lord of Heaven is 
—_— moſt juſtly and moſt mercifully to claim as 
is own ? Conſider what a Preſence thou art in: he is 
not only an Eye-witneſs of the impurities of thy 
Heart (which yet if there were nothing elſe , might 
pſtly ſhame thee) but it is his Preſence who hath 
rbidden thee toentertain ſuch Vermin as theſe in thy 
Heart, under pain of eternal Death; it is thy Judge 
that ſees thee 3 it is the great Creator, before whom 
the Angels of Heaven cover their Faces, not being 
ble 'to behold his Glory : And, which is more than 
2ll chis, to an ingenuous Nature, it is he to whom thou 
owelt thy ſelf and all thou-artz he to whom thou haſt 
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iven up thy name , that hath purchaſed thy hearc 
For Hell with the price of his Son's : And 
how canſt thou chuſe bur tremble and be confounded, 
to think that thou ſhouldeſt, contrary to all the bonds 
of duty and gratitude, even in his preſence and before 
his face, let in again thoſe abominations into thy 
heart, from which it was cleanſed by the Blood of 


Chriſt ? 

Again, Hath a finful thought, through incogitancy 
of the gt extred into thy heart? Yet 
remember the e of God, before it grow into a 
purpoſe or reſolation : or if it hath gone fo far as a 
Reſolution, yet remember that preſence, and thou cant 
not dare to perfect this hideous conception unto a&i- 
yy yg tg gr agree 
can I do this great wi 1, ax 444i, ? Thy 
Creator, thy Judge beholds thee. Let it be the mat- 
ter of thy humiliation to conſider that thou haſt Rtain- 
ed the habitation of his preſence by admicting a ſinful 
thought 3 that thou halt in his preſence and in his place 
nourthed it into a reſolution : And therefore let ic be 
at laſt thy care at leaſt to kill this reſolution before it 
comes to action by improving this practical confide- 
ration of the preſence of the Holy, Glorious and Ter- 
rible God : And if, nocwithſtanding this conſidera- 
tion, thy Soul ſhrink not from thy purpoſe z or if 
thou reject the conſideration of his preſence, chat thou 
mayeſt the more quietly and contentedly fin 3 or if 
thou T thy reſolution into action , leſt the 
con(ideration of his preſence ſhould ſtep into thy 
heart and divert thee 3 .Thy fin is —_— and thou 
addeſt contempt of God unto thy , oy ro; 
ing the Light and Grace, that might and would, if 
brought to thy heart, reſtrain thee, ay 
{umptuous funner in 7eb 21. 14. thou fayeſt to A 


Depart 
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Depart from me, for 1 deſire not the knowledge of thy ways, 
And it is no wonder if he take thee at thy As 
depart from thee to all Eternity, by the preſence of 
his Love and Goodneſs, though his ſevere and angry 
Eye and preſence ever reſt upon thee. 
Again, Is the God of Heaven an Eye-witneſs of thy 
carriage when either by thy ſelf or 0 thou art ſo- 
licited to evil? Take courage to refit this temptation, 
becauſe thy Creator ſees thee. k thy temptation, 
whether it can ſecure thee from the {1ght and wrath 
of God, whether it can countervail thy damage in 
diſpleafing him that beholds thee? Doſt thou want 
Courage or Reſolution to oppoſe it > Conſider thy 
Lord ſtands by to ſee and obſerve and reward thee in 
thy oppoſition. Couldeſt thou ſee but that Glory 
hath commanded thy reſiſtance of evil, and how 
near it ſtands by thee , all- the choiceſt ſolicitations to 
any fin would die in their firſt offer againſt thee. Doſt 
thou doubt thy ſtrength ro oppoſe it > Know that 
thou canſt not want ſtrength , if thou halt but reſolu- 
tion: Ir is thy cowardiſe makes thee weak 3 it is not 
thy weakneſs that makes thee cowardly : All the'men 
in the World, nor all the Devils in Hell, could not 
faſten a fin upon thee, unleſs thou firſt conſent. But 
ſuppoſe thou doubteſt thy own heart, yer conſider 
thy Maker's preſence, who is by thee, and able to 
ſupport thee, if thou wile but lay hold of his ſtrength; 
and that'ſtrength of his he offers thee if thou wilt but 


take it: And it is not _ thou ſhouldeſt wanr it, 


if thou ſeriouſly conſider that he is preſent 3 for it is 
an a& of thy Faith whereby thou doſt believe his gre 
ſence, and by the ſame a& thou doſt partake of all 
that Goodneſs and Truth and Mercy , which accom- 
panies his preſence , and will bear thee up againſt the - 


moſt accompliſht cemptation, Conſider that the 
| ; Preſence 
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Preſence of God, that beholds thy carriage in-a tem- 
ation, as it mult needs add an infinite di{honour and 
me and confuſion, that in the preſence of the Glo- 
rious and Pure God thou ſhouldeſt fink; under a baſe 
_—_ contrary to the Commands and Holineſs 
of him that beholds thee , (o- it cannot chuſe but 
ſtrengthen thee againſt che ſtrongeſt temptation by 
the anticipation of chat comfort and contentment that 
thou mulſt needs have by holding thine integrity when 
ſuch thoughts as theſe ſhall move thy heart : I am 
now ſolicited to break my Maker's Command for a 
paring profit or pleaſure : whatſoever -my ſucceſs 
, I know the Glorious, Holy, Mighty God ſees 
my demeanour, even he that hath his reward in his 
hand of Indignation, and Vengeance, and ſhame, in 
caſe I yield to this unworthy ſolicitation z And Aps- 
rap Glory and Immortality, in caſe I ſtick to 
is Command : and ſhall I in the preſence of the Al- 
mighty and Glorious God prefer the fatisfaftion of 
an unworthy luſt or temptation , with ſhame in the 
mg of my Creator , before my Obedience unto 
im, even in his own fight, when he looks upon me, 
and encourageth me with a promiſe of ſtrength- to 
aſiſt me, and of Glory to reward me? To be able 
to hear in my own conſcience the ſuffrage of the Lord 
of Heaven beholding me, wel done, good and faithful ſer« 
. vant, were enough to overweigh all my Obedience, 
though ic were poſlible that it could be divided from 
what follows, Enter into thy maſter's joy. | 
Again, Art thou in any temporal Calamity, be it 
what it will 2 the conſideration of the preſence of God 
wlll make thy condition comfortable, P/al. 23. 3. 
Though I walk in the valley of the ſhadow of aeath, I mill 
fear ns evil, for thou art with me : My Wants a:e great, 
and my Reproaches are great, and my Enemies , my 
| Ii P ainsz 
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Pains, my Dangers, my Loſſes, my Diſcomforts are 
great 3 But they are not hid from God , he is preſent 
and his #/i/dom, and if he ſaw it not fit for me to be 
afflicted, it is enough 1 have learned to acknowledge 
his Wiſdom, and with patience and chearfulneſs to 
ſubmit tohim, who meaſures out every dram of this 
bitter potion to moſt wiſe Ends, and yet ſtands by 
ro manage it : He is preſent and his Power and Onni- 
potence, and my Prayers have no long journey to come 
unto him 3 when my Exigences are at the higheſt his 
Power is enough, and near enough to help me in the 
very article of neceſſity z and when I am finking 
with Peter, he hath an arm near enough to reſcue me 
from the ripe and victorious danger : He is preſent 
and his Compaſſion and Mercy and Tenderneſs and Faithful- 
eſs, who will not ſuffer me to be tempted above 
what I am able to bear : It is his Mercy that hath thus 
much or thus long afflicted me; for ſo much the ne- 
ceſſity of my Soul, ic may be, did require. P/al. 119. 
75. Thy fudements are right , and thou in faithfulneſs haſt 
affiifted me : And that I am afflicted no more, it is thy 
Mercy. For he ſtands by, and ſees what meaſure 
conſiſts with my Good, and when che meaſure be- 
gins to exceed my ſtrength, and either eafeth my bur- 
cen, or helps me to bear it : 1» all their affliftions he was 
affiifted, Ia. 63. 9. He is preſent and his All-ſufficiency : 
and this is enough to {wallow up all the bitrerneſs and 
darkneſs of my extreameſt miſery. The comfort and 
beauty and goodnels of every thing in it ſelf, or which 
it can reach out ro me by fruition or participatt- 
on, is that which is derived to ir only from the Wit- 
dom, Power, and Goodneſs of God; and there is no 
more of good in the Creature than what he lends it 3 
neicher can ir communicate to me more , nor can I 
receive more from it than what he enables it to give, 

and 
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and me to receive : And the Creatures are but thoſe 
Veſſels accommodated and fitted ro my Nature, out 
of which I drink that good , that he hath put into 
them : and if he put not communicative good into 
the Creatures, they will prove but empty Veſlels unto 
me, or ſuch as are ſealed up and cannot communicate 
that Good that is in them : Without his particular 
Bounty unto me, the Creature unto me will be but 
like the Prophet's Book , which he that is learned 
could not read,becauſe it was ſealed; and he ro whom 
it was opened could not read it, becauſe he was un- 
learned : Either the Good that is in them is ſealed up 
to me, and it cannot be drawn out; or I am ſealed up 
to it, and cannot draw it- out. Eecleſe 6. 2, A man to 
whom God hath given riches, wealth and honour , ſo that he 
wanteth nothing, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof : 
So then the concluſion of all is, That all the Good that 
isin the things we enjoy, and in the enjoyment where- 
of men account them elves happy, and in the want 
whereof they account themſelves miſerabe, is but 
a derived Good from the chiefeſt Good , but a por- 
tion of that Good which is in the chiefeſt Good ; But 
a Gocd at the ſecond hand, which at the firſt hand 
is to be found in all perfeion in the chiefeſt Good : 
And therefore if I can but enjoy the Preſence and 
Communion of the chiefeſt Good, I ſhall wich and 
in him enjoy all that Good, and far more, in the 
Fountain , though all the Conduits through which 
they are ordinarily derived to man by the Creatures, 
are ſtopped to me. lr is an act of great Mercy. and 
Wiſdom in God that , when the molt part of men are 
led meerly by ſenſe, and underſtand rot the preſence 
of God, and that All-ſufticiency that is in him, he is 
my to derive a ſuitable Good unto their Natures, 
y ſuch ſenſible Rs 7 unto which men m_y TE» 
i 2 ort, 
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fort, and therein may find thoſe Goods that are ac- 
comr odate to their nature and condition 3, as, to Me- 
dicines and Phyſick for their health and cures ; to 
Bread and Meat for the lupply of their hunger to 
Muſick and Wine for refreſhing their Spiritsz to For- 
tifications, Confederacies and civil Conjunctions for 
preventing or reprefling of injuries, and the like; for 
through theſe Chanels God 1s pleaſed to derive, at 
the ſecond hand, and as it were at a diſtance , that 
Good which men find in them : But how great is that 
Mercy , that diſcovers God himſelf to be near unto 
me, and to compaſs me about z and diſcovers in him 
a Sea of All-ſufficiency. infinitely more than proportio- 
nable to all my Exigencesz and gives me an acceſs 
immediately to that All-ſufficiency, where I ſhall find 
at the firſt hand all that Good, that is ſtrained and 
runs through the Creatures at a diſtance, where I may 
and ſhall, if I be not defeRive to my ſelf, moſt cer- 
tainly have whatſoever the Creature can afford , or 
what ſhall abundantly ſupply that defe& to my grea- 
ter advantage and contentment ! Is my Eſtate ſmall, 
and ſcarce holding proportion to my neceſſities > The 
Al'-ſufhicient God 1s near unto me,and he can protr: & 
my Cruiſe of Oyl to my ſupport : But if he do nor, 
yet if he be pleated to be my exceeding great Reward, 
Gey, 15. 1. the portion of my inheritance and my cup, 
Pſal. 16. 5. I can chearfully and comfortably concluce 
with the ſame Prophet , 24 lines are fallen is pleaſant 
places, and I have a goodly heritage : and with the Pro- 
phet, Habbac. 3. 17. Though the fig-tree ſhall not bl:ſum, 
neither ſhall there be fruit in the vinz , the labour of the olite 
ſhall fail, ana the field ſhall yield no meat, &C. yet I will 
rejoxce in the Lerd, I will joy in the God of my (alvation. 
I can bear all my wants with chearfulneſs and content- 


edneſs of heart, becauſe the All-ſufticient God is pre 
| £ns 
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ſent with me, in whom I find more abundance of 
better comfort than I can find in all the Creatures of 
the World; one that is not only eflentially preſear 
with me, but is pleaſed to evidence his preſence unt » 
me: I have a plentiful inheritance, and have nor i:ac 
eo it : Is my reputation and name wrongfully blaſted 
- and withered ? yet the Great and Glorious God is pre- 
ſent 3 and if 1 can lay open my Conſcience before him, 

and can clear my ſelf ro him,and can appeal to him who 

is preſent wich my heart and all my ations, and can 

receive an approbation from him , I value not the e- 

ſteems of men. He is a ſhield for me, my Glory, a1d 

the lifter up of my head, P/al. 33. And if I am pre- 

cious in his fight, I am honourable enough, 7. 43. 4. 

He can clear up my reputation as the noon-day , and 

will do it if he ſee it fit for my Good, and his own Glo- 

ry : But if he doth nor, his will be done, I am content- 

ed, and value not all the Scorns and Reproaches, all 
the Contumelies and Diſgraces, all the Calumnies and 

Slanders laid upon me by men, in compariſon of that 
content & ſatisfaction by the Preſence of the God that 
ſees and knows and juſtifies me: Is the World ſtormy, 

full of Wars, and rapine, and injuries , exceeding the 

repreſſion of Civil Juſtice > The Preſence of God is a 

ſtrength to my Soul againſt all this, and a greater ſe- 
Ccurity than the Munitions of Rocks,and the {trength of 
Armies : He is Shield, Gen. 15. 1. a Refuge, Pſal.9. 9. 
a Rock, a Fortrels and Deliverer, 2 Sam. 22. 2. a De- 
fence, ſal. 94. 22. our Strength, P/al. 37. 37. a Hi- 
ding place to preſerve from trouble, P/al. 32. 7. a pre- 
ſent Help in time of trouble, P/al. 46. 3. a Shelter in 
times of danger, Pſa. 61. 3. a Refuge from the ſtorm, 
a Shadow from the heat, when the blaſt of the terri- 
ble cnes is-as a ſtorm againſt a Wall , 1/2. 25. 4. The 
Lord of hoſts is with us , ”y God of 7aceb 15 our Ke- 
t 3 Uge, 
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fuge; P/al. 46. 17. under the ſhadow of his = is 
our truſt and ſafery, Pſal. 36. 7. Pſal. 57. 1. a hiding 

place from the Councils and Contrivances, P/al. 64. 2. 
and from the Injuries and Violence of men, 7er. 36. 26. 
If he pleaſe he can ſecure my Eſtate and my Body from 
violence 3 But if he do not, I am ſure that my Trea- 
ſure and my Life ſhall be ſecured; for my life is hid 
with God in Chriſt : I know he hath Wiſdom e&- 
nough, and Power enough, and Mercy enough to pre- 
ſerve me ; and he hath no need to be acquainted with 
my danger, for he is with me 3 neither have my de- 
fires any long or uncertain journey to him, for he 
is with my thoughts, and knows them before they are 
formed z 1/a. 65. 25. Before they Can call, 1 will anſwer : 
And as long as I now that the Wiſe God is fo near 


me, I am ſure of deliverance, if it be convenient ; 
and if it be not, Why ſhould I be troubled if I mif- 
carry ? And as thus my heart, ſenſible of the Preſence 


of God, can entertain the dangers, that ſeem to come 
from the hands of others ; ſo it will bear up the heart 
in all other ſad occurrences of this life. Is my mind 
full of perplexities and difficulties how or what to re- 
ſolve? the God of Wiſdom is within my call , and - 
within my view, and I can beg his counſel, and I am 
ſure to have it, and his is the beſt counſel, Are my 
loſſes great, and of thoſe things wherein I took moſt 
delight ? yer they cannot countervail the enjoyment of 
the Preſence of the All-ſufficient God. Is my body 
full of tortures or diſeaſes, and death looks in upon 
me between the Curtains, and my Soul fitting upon 
| my lips, and like the light of a dying Candle, taking 
her flight from my body ? yet the Preſence of the 
All-ſuttcient God is able to make this valley of the 
ſhadow of death lightſom, and thoſe pains eafie, and 

up my Soul againſt the horrour and ray" 
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. of death : for he ſtands y ter arr og re 
me, with Victory and Immortality to receive that 
Soul (the only ſeat where my fear can dwell) into a 
more near and immediate of his Preſence,than in 
my body it could feel : Only remember, that though 
the Preſence of his Effence cannot be excluded from 
any place or perſon, fer. 2 3. 34. yet there are occali- 
ons that may ſeparate from the ſenſe of his preſence, 
or make his preſence terrible unto chee. /a. 59. 2. 
Tour iniquities have ſeparated between you and your God y 
and your fins have hid Ins face from you, that he will not 
hear. And if ſuch an unhappy time befal thee, that 
he hide from thy Soul his comfortable preſence, let 
it be thy care to return unto him by humbling of thy 
heart ſincerely before him for thy relapſe. He never 
departs from any till man firſt depart from him z and 
he never hides himſelf long from any that in fincericy 
return unto him. The very moving of thy hea:t to 
ſeek him is the work of his Power and Mercy upon 
thee, and is an undeniable evidence that he hath not 
utterly forſaken rhee : unleſs he firſt did ſeek and find 
thee, and couch that heart of thine with his own fin- 
ger, thy heart would rather die in her {in than return 
unto God z and therefore be ſure thy returning ro him 
{hall not be without a finding of him : Only make this 
uſe of thy Experience of ſuch a caſe: bleſs the Mercy 
of God, that hath not rejected thee, though thou hatt 
forſaken him : bleſs the Mediation of thy Redeemer, 
that whea thou lictle thinkeſt of ir, intercedes for thy 
pardon, and ſends our his Spirit to'reduce his n ay- 
ward, (inful, wandring Creature : bleſs che Bounty 
and Patience of God, that is (o ready to accept again 
jato favour his relapſed but humbled Creature z and 
remember thar it is an evil thing and a bitter to depart 
from him : fall upon thy _— with tears of mm * 
i 4 , for 
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for thy ingratitude , and-rears of joy for thy re-enter- 
rainment into the preſence of him, that yet is pleaſed 
to own thee as a Father : take up indignation againſt 
thy (in. that hath deprived thee of ſo great a Good as 
the comfortable Preſence of God ; and rake up jea- 
lous thonghrs over thy ſelf and all thy ways, 2nd con- 
{1der well of all thy enterpriſes before thou undertake 
them, whether there be any thing in them that may 
offend thy reconciled Father : and becauſe thy Judg- 
ment is weak ,-and cannot fo clearly diſcern thy way, 
and thy ſtrength is weak in {ing of temptation, 
ſuſpect thy own judgment and ſtrength, and beg his 
Wiſdom to teach thee, and his Strength to aſſiſt thee, 
and lean not to thy own Underſtanding. 

Again, The conſideration of the Preſence of God 
is of ſingular uſe in all thy Daties of Piety and Charity : 
In the doing of them it will cleanſe thy heart from Hy- 
pocrilie, becauſe thou art before the God that ſearch- 
eth the heart, and accordingly accepteth of the action, 
It will keep thee from unſeemlineſs and want of Re- 
verence, becauſe the Lord of Heaven and Earth is 
preſent and an Eye-witneſs'to all the deportment of 
thy Body and Soul. It will keep thee from fluggiſh- 
ne(s, formality and deadnefs of heart , becauſe he 
ſtands by thee that ſees not as man ſees. Ir will keep 
thee from Pride and vain Glory 3 it will make thy 
heart ſincere, reverent. watchfal, earneſt and humble 
in all chou doſt, becauſe as he that ſtands by thee re- 
quires all this in all thy Duties, ſo theſe affections or 
habits of the Soul become the Creature that knows 
he is in the Preſence of the Glorious and Infinite God, 
that ſearcheth the hearts , and ſees the actions. And 
as in thy Duties it will fit thee for them , ſo after thy 
Duries it will comfort thee in them. Hath thy heart 
been truly humbled in his preſence for any fin {> 
OI whic 
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which thou haſt begged pardon ,. and mingled the 
Blood and Intercefſion of thy Saviour with thy Pray- 
ers? Haſt thou been upon thy knees before him for 
any thing neceflary for thy Soul, Body, or Relations? 
Haſt thou endeavoured by a ſerious Meditation to 
conſider of Divine Truths ? Haſt thou examined the 
ſtate of thy Soul and of thy Life , and upon the view 
thereof taken up reſolutions of amendment of what is 
amiſs, and perſevering and increaſing in what is a- 
greeable to his Will > Haſt thou ſought out to relieve 
choſe that are in want, to recompenſe'thoſe that thou 
haſt injured, to advance the Golpel of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Haſt thou been doing any thing that is che duty of thy 
general Calling as thou art a Chriſtian, or that partt- 
cular Calling or Employment into which God's Pro- 
vidence hath caſt thee? And can thy heart bear thee 
witneſs that in all this thou haſt endeavoured with: all 
{incerity , as in the Preſence of God, to walk and a& 
in obedience to him , and with a clear and upright 
heart and conſcience ? Be ſure thy heart cannot more 
clearly evidence it ſelf to thy (elf than it doth roGod 
and was all this while preſent with thee, behold- 
 ingof thee; there is not one grain of the ſincerity and 
integrity of any of theſe thy actions, not one tear, not 
one thought of thy heart loſt , but moſt exactly ob- 
ſerved and weighed by him that weigheth the Spirits, 
and they ſhall not return unto thee empty : A#- 10. 4. 
RE and thy Alms are come np for 4 memorial before 
G | 
3- The 7rath and Vnchangeableneſs of God : he 1S' un» 
changeable in his Nature , P/al. 102. 27. They ſhall be 
changed, but then art the ſame. Mal, 3. 6, 1am the Lord, 
« I change not, therefore ye Sons of facob are not conſumed. 
James 1. 17. The Father of lights, with whom 1-na 
yariableneſs nor ſhadow of turning, And from this Im- 
: mutability 
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mutabilicy of his Eſſence flows the Truth of his Word 
m his Covenant, in his Promiſes, in his Threatnings, in 
his Works : Pſal.111 7. The works of his hands are Verity 
and fudgment, and all his Commandments are ſure. And the 
very variety of his Diſpenſations of and Juſtice 
to the Children of men, arifeth from the very un- 
changeable Nature of God, even from the very firſt 
Creation until now : Ger, 4. 7. If thou doſt well, ſhal. thou 
not be accepted ? and if thou deſk not well, ſin yes at the 
door : which is the very ſame Rule whereby God ju- 
ſtifies the equality of his ways, Zzek. 18. 25. Is not my 
way equal ? ave not your wa)s nnequal ? When a righteous 
man turneth away from his righteouſneſ7, and committeth 
mniqatity, and dyeth in them , for bus iniquity that he hath 
dome he ſhall die, Again. When the wicked man turneth 
away from bis wickeaneſs, 8c. he ſhall ſave his Soul alive : 
which is but the ſame under the Goſpel, Rom, 2. 6. 
Who will render to every man according to his deeds, Though 
the great God be abſolute Lord of his Creatures to 
do with them what he pleaſeth , yet the various con- 
ditions of his Creatures in the courſe of Judg- 
ments and Mercies, are not from any change in 

bur in us : it is the fame Holineſs and Purity of God 
that is uniform and- conſtant to it (elf, that works 
theſe different effects upon the Creature as the ſame 
uniform heat of the. Sun works ing contrary ef- 
fects according to the diverſity of the ſubje& z ſo that 
his ways are {till equal, Qreight and righreons. And 
this conſideration, as it may ſtrengthen our hearts in 
the Promiſes of God, fo it will make the Hiſtories 
of the Book of Ged of (ingular uſe to us upon all occa- 
ſions, when we ſhall with David, Pfal. 77. 10, 1 wilt 
remember the years of the right hand of the moſt High ; I will 
remember the works of the Lord : I will remember thy won» 
ders of old : and together with it conſider that the uy 

| or 
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Lord that did thus or thus in former times, is the 
ſame God yeſterday, to day, and for ever. And 
by this conſideration every Hiſtory in the Book of 

od is as 4 meaſure for all the preſent or future con- 
cernments of my ſelf and others, and will teach me 
how to behave my ſelf in the like occaſions, and to 
judge even of future Events. In the paſſages of Na- 
ture we ſee a wonderful order and conſtancy for the 
moſt part ; for all things conform themſelves to thoſe 
Rules which God hath put into them 3 and that is the 
beſt and higheſt reſolution we can give for them z for 
when we come to make a particular inquiry into the 
particular cauſes of thoſe things , there is not the ea(1- 
eſt part of his Work , and that which long and con- 
ſtant continuance hath made obvious to all men , bat 
the wiſeſt of men , notwithſtanding all theſe ad- 
vantages, are puzled and confounded 1n ; becauſe the 
God of Nature hath not revealed it tro men , P/al. 77. 
19. His way i in the Sea, and his path in the great wa- 
ters, and bis footſteps are not known, There we (ee 2 
certainty, but we cannot find the immediate Inſtru- 
ment or Cauſe of it : Burt in the paſſages of Mankind 
we ate to ſeek for any certainty at all, or the Cauſes 
of that uncertainty , whch made the Wiſe man con- 
clude that God had fer the one againſt the other, 
that men ſhould find nothing after hum , Eccleſc\.7. 14. 
which is moſt certainly true as to a bare natural or 
rational obſervation : Yet even theſe Works of God 
are ſought our of all them that have pleaſur2 in them, 
Pſal. 111. 2. and though his Judgments are a great 
deep , Pal. 36-6, unſearchable and paſt finding-out, 
Rom, 11. 33. till he is pleaſed ro diſcover them z yer 
he is ſtill Unchangeable, and the ſame yeſterday, and 
to day, and for ever. So much even of thoſe ſecret 
ways towards men, as is expedient for our _ 
| X ve 
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' ledge and uſe, he hath diſcovered in his Book to 
thoſe that will diligently obſerve it : Thus the ſecret of 
the Lord ts with them that fear him, Plal. 25. 14. The 
moſt of the varieties that happen to the Children of 
' men do ariſe from the Immutabiliry of God in his 
Parity and in his Juſtice. If a ſtreight Line be drawn 
parallel to another, though they be infinitely extend- 
ed, they will keep the ſame diſtance one from ano- 
ther ; but if the Line be crooked, it will be in ſome 
places nearer, ſome places farther off, and it may be 
will croſs the ſtreight Line. God hath —_ to man 
'a Liberty of his Will, and ſo long as his Will and the 


Actions of his Will ran parallel in a ſtreight Line to 
-t1e Will of God, there was ſtill a communication of 
"Good from God to his Creature : But whea man 
choſe crooked ways, he is drawn thereby ſometimes 
away from God, and fo is removed from his Bleſ- 
fings and Communion 5 ſometimes it croflech and 


thwarts him , and then it meets with his Wrath and 
Vengeance. And this muſt needs be ſo , unleſs we 
ſhould with the preſumptuous Fool in the Pſalmiſt, 
P/al. 50. 21. think that God is ſuch a one as our 
ſelves, and his Will as crooked as ours. If a bare 
reaſonable man had looked upon the ſtate of the Jews 
from the time of their going out of Zgypr until: their 
final Captivity, he would eafily ſee as much yariety as 
in any ſtate of men, and perhaps ſee as little cauſe for 
It : Bur yer that very changeableneſs of their condi- 
tion doth moſt admirably fer forth the Immutability 
of God, and inſtruc us how to judge of things and 
men. They were a People in Covenant with him, 
and he was pleaſed to enter into Covenant with them, 
and fo long as they kept to their undertaking, not one 
tictle of all his Promiſe faile1 them. - But when they 
once forſook him he warns, and if they repent not he 


forſakes 
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forſakes them if they walk contrary to him he walks 
contrary to them 3 and if after all this they return and 
repent, he returns to them ; ſee Pſal. 106, 107. the 
abbreviation of their Vicifſitudes. And when at laſt 
they were wholly corrupted, then the wrath of Gad 
aroſe, and there was no remedy. All theſe varieties 
juſtifie the Equality and Evennefs of the ways of God, 
and manifeſt the crookedneſs and. inequality of. the 
ways of Men, 

And is God the ſame now that he was then ? his 
ways then are the ſame now that they were then. Art 
thou one that haſt entred into Covenant with God ? 
beware thou keep to it, and walk humbly with thy 
God : if not, be ſure thou ſhalt meet with the like 
meaſure as his People of old did, his Juſtice is the 
ſame ſtill, he will ſcourge thee with the rod of men, 
though if thou haſt a heart to return, he will not at- 
terly take his loving-kindneſs from thee. And haſt 
thou met with the fruit of this ſin in a temporal pu- 
niſhment ? conſider it is an evil thing and a bitrer to 
depart from the Living God. What madeſt thou. 
wander- from thy ſtrength and thy ſafety as well as 
thy Covenant and thy Duty 2 What couldeſt thou 
expect to find when thou ſtragleſt from him , bur. 
that {ome evil ſhould overtake thee ? Get home a- 
gain as faſt as thou canſt ; and as thou haſt found thar 
he is the ſame God of Juſtice that ever he was 3 fo 
thou ſhalt find that he is the ſame God of Mercy and 
Tenderneſs,upon returning,that ever he was, P/al.106.. 
* 45. And he remembred for them his Covenant , and repent- 
ed according to the multitude of his Mercies, 

It is true, the ſame thing may befal ſeveral men, 
or one man at ſeveral times, and yet they may be of 
different natures , one may be a Chaſtiſement, ano- 
ther may be a Trial, and another may be a Favour : 
it 
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it is according as the thing ſent hath ics Commiſhon 
from him that ſends it. If it be a Chaſtiſement , it 
is not without a ſting. If it be a Tryal, it is not with- 
out an iſſue. If it be a Favour , it is not without a 

great meaſure of comforts mingled with it. | 
(1.) A Chaſtiſement for a fin paſt carries with it the 
poiſon and malignity of the fin which cauſes it 3, as 
the fruit carries the nature of that ſeed from whence 
it grows : fer. 21. 14. Thy way and thy deings have pro- 
eaured theſe things unto thee : this w thy wickedneſs becauſe 
it is bitter, fer, 4. 18, the Affliction taſted of the fin. 
Pſal. 40. 12. Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, 
Pſal. 38. 3. There is no reſt in my bones becauſe of my ſin, 
And this, like the Trumpet in the Mount , waxeth 
louder and louder, and Prayers for Deliverance prove 
fruicleſs, though they come from a 7o/hna, Joſh. 7, 
70, till the accurſed thing be ſought out 3 for ill 
then the meſſage that the Aﬀiction brings is not re- 
ceived, and it will not give over vexing the man till 
it hath done his Errand. *' When a man begins to ex- 
amine his ways, and finds out the root of his trou- 
ble, and humbles himſelf before God for his fin, then, 
and nor till then, can he expect a Deliverance. When 
David, Pſal. 38. had run over the Catalogue of his 
Sufferings, his Prayer for Deliverance was never ſea- 
ſonable, v. 22. till he had undertaken Confeſſhon 
and Repentance of his Sin, v. 18, If upon the gen- 
tle Admonitions of the Almighty in the Conſcience, 
a man liſtens not, he hath a Meſſenger ſent to him 
that will be heard, 7ob 33. 16. Then he openeth the ear of « 
man; andit may be by a diſcaſe in his Boly, or ſome 
other affliction, and he ſtands by to ſee how this 
meflage is entertained, v. 27, 28. And if avy ſay, I 
have ſinned and perverted what was right, and it profited 
we wot , then he will deliver his Soul, &c, A Chaſtiſc= 
menc 
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ment for a fin hath at the ſame time an At of Ju- . 


ſtice, as it looks backward to the (in, and an Act of 
Mercy, as it looks forward to an Amendment; and 
che latter is the principal End of God in it : And there- 
fore with the Repentance either the Chaſtilemenc 
boos ... if immanent, or if tranſient and paſt, is 
{weetned with a ſenſe of God's Reconciliation. 

(2.) If it be a 7559/, that carries with it his mel- 
ſage 3 for if apon an impartial inquiry, a man cannot 

nd any eminent fin unrepented of , yet it pleaſeth 
God to Jay his hand upon him ; yer it brings theſe 
Leſſons with it: x. To acknowledge the Juſtice of 
God for all this. It is ſomewhat ſtrange that Feb 
could fo much juſtifie himſelf againſt his Sufferings, 
and yet was made. to poſſeſs the fins of his youth. 
Thole little fins, which were pafſed twenty or thirty 
years ſince, and had all the extenuations of the infar- 
mity of Nature, have malignity enough in chem to 
deſerve thoſe Sufferings that thou now art under z * 
and it was the Patience of God towards thee that 
they were thus long before they bore their fruit, when 
thou art in a better condition to make uſe of the pu- 
niſhment, than thou wert ſhortly after their commit- 
fion : And it may be thy Repentance, even for thoſe 
long paſt tranſgreſſions, was not particular or deep 
enough , and it is no loſs of time or labour to thee to 
mourn again over thy ſtale tranſgreſſions : bur how- 
ſoever ler it be thy care to ſearch thy ſelf, it' will 
make thee better acquainted with thy ſelf, If thou 
find a fin not deeply enough ſorrowed for , = affli- 
ion hath deſerved well at thy hands 3 and it chou 
find it not, yet thy affliction is well recompenſed by 
giving thee an > yy ye diſcover that to thy 
ſelf, which contents thy Conſcience more valuably 
than thy afflition hath done thee prejudice. a To 
acknow- 
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